
 

  

Being Aware of Your Surroundings  
Rabbi Ari Federgrun 

We are told as children that we should be aware of our 
surroundings. Keep an eye out for any danger or 
dangerous person coming our way. In 2020, we are 
living in a time when we all have to be aware of our 
surroundings. We all feel the need to have that sixth 
sense of seeing everything that is in the room to make 
sure everything is safe and under control.  

Yaakov, together with his children, travelled to Egypt 
with the fear of losing their values. In response to this 
concern, they prepared in advance in both a conceptual 
and very practical way. Conceptually, they came to 
Egypt with the attitude that they were strangers in a 
foreign land. They viewed themselves as outsiders and 
different. Practically, they established places of worship 
and of Torah study before they even arrived in Egypt. 
These places would be the central focus of their lives 
and would help retain their values. While these solutions 
certainly helped for the immediate future, nevertheless, 
over the years the Jewish people slowly lost their value 
system and became nearly indistinguishable from the 
Egyptian people. As the Medrash teaches, the Egyptians 
were idol worshippers and the Jewish people were idol 
worshippers. The only aspects of their Jewishness that 
they maintained were their Jewish names, their Hebrew 
language, and their unique clothing. They entirely lost 
the values of a Jew and only barely lived as cultural 
Jews. In fact, 80% of the Jews did not survive to leave 
Egypt as they were unworthy of redemption. 

What happened to their attitude of live as strangers? 
What happened to their study halls? The answer lies in 
their inability to be aware of their surroundings. 
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Rabbi’s class will resume in the 
Spring 
 
Mincha 4:30 P.M. 
Havdalah 5:49 P.M. 
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Schara Tzedeck Announcements 
 
Mazal Tov 
 

To Karen Levitt on her 30th anniversary 
with the City of Vancouver and her new 
appointment as Deputy City Manager. 
 
To Ami and Bella Haasz on the birth of 
their 4th grandchild - a baby girl to Adi 
and Ifat Haasz in Israel. 
 
Todah Rabah 
 

To the Stein family for sponsoring scotch 
in loving memory and in honour of the 
Yahrzeit of their beloved mother and 
grandmother, Shirley Stein, z’l. 
 
To Frank Sirlin for sponsoring scotch in 
memory of Marcia Sirlin z'l. 
 
To the Rosenbaum-Kimel family for 
sponsoring scotch in honour of Rabbi 
Goldman for all the teaching and 
guidance he does for their son, Max 
Kimel. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Slowly, without being conscious of it, the 
Jewish people’s essence eroded, and 
instead, they adopted the life, culture, 
and values of their Egyptian neighbors. 
Without a conscious effort to understand 
the difference between the Jewish 
values and the Egyptian ones, and 
devoid of a plan to prevent assimilation, 
it was only natural for the Jews to 
subconsciously accept the norms and 
values of the land they were living in. 
 
We currently find ourselves in the time 
period referred to as Shovavim. It is 
known to be a time of reflection and 
introspection, specifically in the area of 
Kedushah, of holiness. Unfortunately, for 
much, if not the vast majority, of the 
Jewish people, the concept is a foreign 
one. What does it mean to be holy? How 
does holiness manifest? We have 
become so entrenched in the society 
around us that we have nearly forgotten 
about some of our core and fundamental 
values.  
 
Many articles and talks have been 
devoted exclusively to the concept of 
holiness, but in a nutshell, holiness is the 
understanding that we are created in the 
image of G-d and, as such, must act in a 
dignified and upright manner. The way 
we talk, the way we walk, the way we 
engage with the physical pleasures of 
the world, what we look at on the street 
and on Netflix… All these must all be 
decided through the lens of a being 
created in the image of G-d. It was not 
too long ago when the standards of what 
is today deemed appropriate dress and 
language was so drastically different. 
Who, in our broader Jewish community, 
decided that it is permissible to change 
with the times? Where do our decisions 
and values come from?  

Do they stem from our eternal Torah or 
they naturally, subconsciously, seep into 
our identity without our even thinking 
about it? Perhaps, we should use this 
time to reflect on how similar we are to 
our Jewish Egyptian ancestors and to 
reflect on where our own values come 
from. 

Weekly Schedule 
 
Sunday: 
9:15 am - Parsha Class with Rabbi Don 
Pacht after Shacharit 
 
Monday: 
7:00 pm - Torah Talks with Rabbi 
Rosenblatt 
8:00 pm- Talmud Talks with Rabbi 
Federgrun 
 
Tuesday: 
4:15-5:45 pm - T-Jex Afternoon Hebrew 
School 
 
Wednesday: 
10:00 am - Women's Weekly Torah 
Study with Ayala Wilchfort 
 
Thursday: 
9:00 am - Women's "Pray Tell" with 
Rabbi Federgrun at the Blicker 
Residence 
5:00 pm- Parsha Class with Rabbi Estrin 
 
Weekly Davening 
 
Daily Halacha with Rabbi Federgrun 
Monday-Friday 20 minutes before 
Shacharit. 
 
Shacharit times: 
Sunday: 8:30 am; Monday and 
Thursday: 7:00 am; Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Friday: 7:15 am; 
 
Mincha/Maariv Sunday-Thursday: 4:50 
pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


