
 
  

Living a Transparent Life 
Rabbi Ari Federgrun 

Regardless of where we stand on the political spectrum, we 
can at least agree, that both in the United States and Israel, 
the political atmosphere has turned into a  dogged and 
ferocious battle between the countries’ respective 
government leaders and their opposition parties, each 
blaming the other side of illegal abuse of power and witch 
hunts. Regardless of which paper you read or which news 
channel you watch, the central focus is on prosecuting one 
side or the other for immoral or even outright illegal 
behavior. It is hard to imagine that this persistent 
narrative   will not affect the behavior and interactions 
between individuals throughout the world. 
Perhaps, it is best to take a step back from the  
contemporary  avalanches of vicious accusations and learn 
from our forefather, Yaakov, known for his trait of truth, 
about what proper moral behavior is all about.  
After working tirelessly for his father-in-law, Lavan, for so 
many years, Yaakov asks for permission to leave. He 
makes a deal with Lavan to receive as payment, for his 
many years of  labor, only the spotted and speckled goats 
and the brownish sheep “ As the Pasuk states: “And my 
righteousness will testify for me at a future date for it will 
come upon my wages before you. Whatever is not 
speckled or spotted among the goats or brown among the 
sheep [shall be counted as] stolen with me. (Bereishit 
30:33)"  As Rashi, our primary commentator, explains, in 
detail, Yaakov designs a totally unconventional 
compensation scheme that will make it virtually impossible 
for Lavan to claim theft, or misappropriation, at any future 
point in time. 
Rav Yerucham Levovitz, the famous spiritual leader of the 
Mir Yeshiva, points out that Yaakov has been completely 
loyal to Lavan, married his two daughters, in spite of being 
tricked into a marriage he did not aspire to, and was  
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Schara Tzedeck Announcements 
 

Blood Drive 
 

On Tuesday, December 24th at 1:00 pm the 
Schara Tzedeck staff will be donating blood 
with Canadian Blood Services at the Oak St. 
Donor Centre, 4750 Oak St. Please 
participate with us in this wonderful mitzvah! 
Call the office to book a slot: 604-736-7607 
 

Mazal Tov 
 

To Ziv & Leslie Kowarsky and their 6 other 
children on the birth of their 7th child 
Gabriella Mazel (Mazi) who was born back in 
October and thankfully is now out of the 
neonatal intensive care unit.  
 

To Jack Kowarsky on the birth of his 13th 
grandchild. Mazel Tov to the entire Kowarsky 
family. 
 

Todah Rabah 
 

To the Kowarsky family for sponsoring the 
Congregational Kiddush in gratitude to the 
various Schara Tzedeck families who 
provided meals while Leslie was in the 
hospital before giving birth and to those who 
provided meals while Mazi was in the 
hospital. 
 

To Jack Kowarsky for sponsoring scotch in 
honour of the birth of his 13th grandchild. 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
 

Family Chanukah Factory 
Sunday, December 8th   
 

Schara Tzedeck AGM 
Tuesday, December 10th  
 

Senior Singles 
Wednesday, December 11th  
 

Mexican Shabbat Dinner 
Friday, December 13th  
 

Shtisel Discussion Part 2 
Sunday, December 15th  
 

Chanukah in a Box 
Sunday, December 22nd  
 
 

 
 

completely clear and open with Lavan about his 
work and business. Yet, Yaakov decided to create 
a compensation scheme that would, once again, 
eliminate the possibility of any accusations of 
impropriety. 
Did Yaakov really think that Lavan would falsely 
accuse him of stealing from his cattle? Rav 
Levovitz explains that the Rambam, Maimonides, 
codifies as Jewish Law that no one may lend 
money without witnesses even if the borrower is a 
Talmid Chacham, a righteous Torah scholar. Are 
we really concerned that the righteous Torah 
scholar will deny the loan? Certainly not. Rather, 
we require everyone to lend with two witnesses 
and proper documentation, to teach the lesson of 
constantly living a life of purity and innocence, and 
avoid even  even the appearance of misconduct. 
We are charged with the task of living a truthful 
and moral life, and we must act in a way where it is 
clear to all that this is how we live our lives. We 
must create boundaries and guidelines to prevent 
even a single individual from questioning our 
actions and motives.  
This, explains Rav Levovitz, is why Yaakov 
created this most unusual deal with Lavan. Yaakov 
was determined to live a life of complete 
transparency, to the point that not a single soul 
would  be able to entertain the thought of Yaakov 
being a corrupt individual. The Jewish people are 
called Bnei Yisroel, the children of Yisroel, another 
name for Yaakov. We carry this trait of truth and 
honesty as a badge of honor.  
May we, indeed, have the wisdom to live a fully 
transparent life of righteousness and morality, and 
may we act as a shining example of what it means 
to be guided by the light of G-d.  
Question of the Week 
Rachel questions Yaakov’s efforts to pray for 
Rachel to have children. The pasuk (30:2) 
comments that Yaakov got upset with Rachel for 
those accusations. However, Rachel also helped 
Lavan deceive Yaakov into marrying Leah as 
Rachel gave Leah the secret signs to pretend she 
is Rachel. Yet, Yaakov did not get upset with 
Rachel at that time. Why did he get more upset 
when Rachel accuses him of not getting involved 
in her desire to have children?  
 
 

Schara Tzedeck Weekly Schedule                      
 
SUNDAY 
 

Parsha Class with Rabbi Don Pacht 
9:15 am 
 

MONDAY 
 

Torah Talks with Rabbi Rosenblatt 7:00 pm 
Talmud Talks with Rabbi Federgrun 8:00 pm 
  

TUESDAY 
 

T-Jex Afternoon Hebrew School 
4:15-5:45 pm 
 

WEDNESDAY 
 

Women’s class with Ayala Wilchfort 
NEW TIME - 10:00 am 
 

THURSDAY 
 

Women’s class with Rabbi Federgrun at the 
Blicker home 
9:00 am 
 

Parsha Class with Rabbi Estrin 
7:30 pm 
 
 
 
 


