
 
  

It Only Took a Year... 
Rabbi Ari Federgrun 
 
A few days after Pesach last year, Schara Tzedeck 
hosted a commemoration for the victims of the Chabad 
of Poway shooting. At that commemoration, Rabbi 
Yitzchak Wineberg reflected on the shooting and 
commented that following the Pittsburgh and Poway 
shootings, what scared him the most is when the time 
will come when we no longer feel the need to have a 
commemoration, when it becomes “normal” to kill Jews 
in North America just because they are Jewish. The 
Pittsburgh massacre took place just a little over a year 
ago, and here we are today, doing very little to 
remember the victims of the attack that occurred just a 
few days ago. In Jersey City, two gunmen, in what 
authorities refer to as a hate crime and domestic terror, 
entered into a Kosher supermarket, and killed three 
people, two of whom are Jewish. Much to my chagrin, I 
am afraid to say that we have reached the time that 
Rabbi Wineberg was scared would arrive, and it didn’t 
take us too long to get to this point.   
  
“Yaakov became very frightened and was distressed; so 
he divided the people who were with him and the flocks 
and the cattle and the camels into two camps (Bereishit 
32:8)” Yaakov was scared of his brother Esav who was 
approaching him with 400 men by his side. The Netziv, 
Rav Naftali Tzvi Yehuda Berlin, asks: why does the 
verse include the repeated language, “He became 
frightened and distressed”? What is each word coming 
to add? The Netziv explains that Yaakov was frightened. 
“Vayira,” he was scared of his brother and the impending 
encounter. Immediately thereafter, Yaakov was 
distressed, “Vayitzer.” He was distressed over realizing 
that he was afraid. Yaakov understood that the first step  
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Schara Tzedeck Announcements 
 
Blood Drive 
 
On Tuesday, December 24th at 1:00 pm the 
Schara Tzedeck staff will be donating blood 
with Canadian Blood Services at the Oak St. 
Donor Centre, 4750 Oak St. Please 
participate with us in this wonderful mitzvah! 
Call the office to book a slot: 604-736-7607 
 
Office Closure 
 
The office will be closed on Monday, 
December 16th from 12 noon until 2:30 pm 
for a staff appreciation lunch. Please leave a 
message on our answering machine and we 
will return your call at our earliest 
convenience. 
 
Condolences 
 
To Debbie Moskovitch, Stewart (Janie) 
Moskovitch and Sharon (Irv) Hochman and 
their families on the passing of Israel 
Moskovitch z'l. 
 

To Kenneth and Linda Glasner and family on 
the passing of their cousin Irving Glassner z'l. 
 
Mazal Tov 
 
To Elana and Menachem Freedman on the 
birth of their first daughter. Mazal tov to 
proud big brother Zali, and grandparents Gail 
and Richard Wenner, Barbara Freedman 
(Israel) and family. Mazal Tov as well to 
proud great-grandfather Morton Dodek on 
the birth of his 7th great-grandchild. 
 

To Elmar and Teagan Dela Cruz on the birth 
of their firstborn son, Raphael Avraham. 
Mazal Tov as well to the entire family. 
 

To Rabbi Stephen Berger on the occasion of 
his special birthday. 
 

To Rami and Ellia Belson on the engagement 
of their daughter Maya to Aaron Zeifman of 
Toronto. 
 
 

to defeat is when one gives up, is scared and 
nervous.  
 
Our Sages teach that techilat nefillah, nisa, the 
beginning of the downfall is when one runs 
away. Yaakov was distressed over being in 
distress.  
 
Perhaps, another form of running away is 
ignoring the situation altogether. If we pretend 
that these shootings are normal and routine, if 
we ignore the call to action, then we have 
already begun the descent towards defeat. 
Despite the constant newsfeeds and tragic 
information that comes our way on a daily basis, 
we must always take a moment and reflect when 
tragedy hits our own Jewish community.  
 
What can we do? What is the appropriate 
reaction to these tragedies? I would like to 
suggest two ideas that resonate with me. The 
Talmud teaches that when one of the members 
of the chaburah, of the group, dies, the entire 
group must worry. Perhaps it is appropriate to 
reflect on what it means to be part of the Jewish 
family and to share in the pain of our East Coast 
brethren. Rabbinic literature compare the entire 
Jewish people to one complete body, and when 
a small part of the body is in pain, the entire 
body can feel it. Additionally, perhaps it is a time 
to reflect on the power of the individual. The 
lives that were lost are irreplaceable; whole 
worlds were destroyed. Nevertheless, we, the 
living, are also entire worlds, and we have the 
ability to do so much good in this world. Taking 
on one small and consistent good deed in 
honour of the deceased is a most beautiful way 
to keep their memory alive.  
 
 

Todah Rabah 
 

To Elana and Menachem Freedman for 
sponsoring scotch on the occasion of the birth 
and naming of their daughter. 
 

To Gail and Richard Wenner for co-sponsoring 
the Congregational Kiddush in honour of the 
birth of their newest granddaughter.  
 

To Philip Weinstein and family for sponsoring 
scotch in memory of his mother, Mildred 
Weinstein z'l. 
 

To all of the boys who are helping with Torah 
reading at our Family Minyan this week: 
Ellis Jackson, Ami Prisman, Yehudi Moses, 
Adam Sussman, Sruli Berger, Dan Mizrachi, 
and Max Kimel. 
 
Schara Tzedeck Weekly Schedule                      
 

SUNDAY 
 

Parsha Class with Rabbi Don Pacht 
9:15 am 
 

Shtisel Discussion Part 2 – 1:00 pm – enter 
through Wosk door 
 

MONDAY 
 

Torah Talks with Rabbi Rosenblatt 7:00 pm 
Talmud Talks with Rabbi Federgrun 8:00 pm   

TUESDAY 
 

T-Jex Afternoon Hebrew School Chanukah 
Party 4:15-5:15 pm 
 

WEDNESDAY 
 

Women’s class with Ayala Wilchfort 
NEW TIME - 10:00 am 
 

THURSDAY 
 

Women’s class with Rabbi Federgrun at the 
Blicker home 
9:00 am 
 

Parsha Class with Rabbi Estrin 
7:30 pm 
 
 
 
 
 


