
 

  

September 14, 2019 

Elul 14, 5779 

Ki Teitzel 

 

Torah Reading pg. 1046 

 

Childminding 9:00 – 2nd floor 

 

Kids Club 10:30 - 2nd Floor 
with Romy, Riva, Tsiporah and 
Rabbi Estrin 

 

Chavruta Minyan 9:00 A.M.  

 

Shabbat 20:20 
(20 minutes after Kiddush)  

 

Rabbi’s class 6:50 P.M. 

(40 minutes before Mincha) 

 

Mincha 7:30 P.M. 

Havdalah 8:47 P.M. 

 

Mincha/Maariv  
Monday-Thursday  
7:35 P.M. 

 

Define Your Purpose  
Rabbi Ari Federgrun 
  

“The crime which bankrupts men and states is that of job-
work;—declining from your main design to serve a turn here 

or there.” — Ralph Waldo Emerson 
 
Many commentators struggle with the strange order of the 
High Holidays. Why would it be that Yom Kippur follows Rosh 
Hashanah? The focus of Yom Kippur is all about the past, 
about cleansing our past sins. Rosh Hashanah focuses on the 
future, on a world where every living soul, Jew or Gentile, 
recognizes Hashem as the creator of the world and serves 
Him to fulfill the ultimate purpose of creation. Should our High 
Holidays not be sequenced in accordance with this natural 
timeline?  Should we not start by focusing on our past and 
only then turn towards the future? In summary, why does 
Rosh Hashanah precede Yom Kippur? 
 
For the past few weeks, we have been discussing various 
points found in the book Essentialism and how many of its 
messages are core messages for this time of the year, the 
time period prior to and during the High Holiday season. One 
of Greg McKeown’s key points is that real productive change 
can only occur when you define your purpose. He explains 
that in addition to  inspiration and motivation, you need a 
concrete purpose, a mission statement, that will guide you 
through thousands of future dilemmas. He coined the term 
“essential intent” referring to motivation combined with 
concrete purpose. McKeown writes “Creating an essential 
intent is hard. It takes courage, insight, and foresight to see 
which activities and efforts will add up to your single highest 
point of contribution. It requires the courage to ask the tough 
questions, making real trade-offs, and exercising serious 
discipline to cut out any competing “priorities” that distract us 
from our true mission. Yet it is worth the effort because only 
with real clarity of purpose, can individuals, teams, and 

 

https://www.sloww.co/in-praise-of-idleness-bertrand-russell/
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Schara Tzedeck Announcements 
 

Mazal Tov 
 

To Noah Merkur on the occasion of his Bar 
Mitzvah. 
 

To Dr. Andrew and Shawna Merkur and 
family on the simcha of Noah's Bar Mitzvah. 
 

Todah Rabah 
 

To Nancy Putterman and family for 
sponsoring premium scotch for the oneg 
shabbat in memory of Mark Dror Putterman 
z'l, beloved brother and uncle on the 
occasion of his yahrzeit on September 6th, 
2019. 
 

To Youngson Family for sponsoring the 
kiddush in honour of David Youngson’s 
birthday. From his wife, children and 
grandchildren. 
 
To the Merkur Family for the premium scotch 
sponsorship in honour of Noah Merkur's Bar 
Mitzvah. 
 
To Howard & Simone Kallner for the 
premium scotch sponsorship in honour of 
Noah Merkur's Bar Mitzvah. 
 
To Jonathon & Karly Leipsic for the premium 
scotch sponsorship in honour of Noah 
Merkur's Bar Mitzvah. 
 
To Benjamin & Blossom Karmel-Fox for the 
premium scotch sponsorship in honor of the 
7th Yahrtzeit of Benjamin's Grandfather, Izzy 
Karmel z'l. 
 

Inspirational Kumzitz Followed by 
Selichot - September 21st, at 11:00 P.M., 
there will be a Pre-Selichot Kumzitz (singing 
spiritually moving songs). Join Rabbis 
Rosenblatt, Federgrun, Wilchfort, and Gabay 
for an evening of inspiration to begin the 
High Holiday season. Selichot will follow at 
midnight.  
 

 
 

 

 

organizations fully mobilize and achieve 
something truly excellent.” 
  
On Rosh Hashanah we clarify our essential 
intent. Rosh Hashanah is the anniversary of 
mankind’s relationship with Hashem. It is the 
day that Hashem created us and every year 
we strengthen and focus on the foundational 
principles of our relationship with Hashem. 
We are asked hard questions: Do we truly 
want to have this special relationship with 
Hashem? Are we ready to partner with 
Hashem to use our potential to create a 
better world? We focus on our mission and 
goal in life. The Musaf service integrates 
three foundational themes. The first is to 
recognize Hashem as our King (Malchiot). A 
King sets the plan, the vision and his citizens 
partner to turn that vision into a reality. The 
second theme is that Hashem has 
knowledge of all of the events, thoughts, and 
actions that take place in this world 
(Zichronot). The third and final theme is the 
Shofar i.e., the sound of receiving the Torah 
and the ultimate ingathering of the exiles. 
The Shofar reminds us of our responsibility 
towards Hashem, towards others, and to 
ourselves (Shofrot). These three themes 
provide us with a clear “essential intent.” 
  
We can now understand why, 
counterintuitively, we begin the High Holiday 
process with Rosh Hashanah. We must first 
define our mission. What are the goals? That 
is what we do on Rosh Hashanah. Only then 
can we experience a Yom Kippur, a day of 
reckoning with our past actions, and work on 
the nitty gritty details of a strengthened 
future. May we spend these days leading up 
to Rosh Hashanah focusing on our own 
essential intent. 
 

 

 

 
 
 

This week's Bar Mitzvah  
is Noah Merkur, son of  
Dr. Andrew and Shawna.  
Noah is a Grade 8 student 
at St. George's School who  
loves to play jokes and be  
silly! He has lots of friends  
and is a part of many teams  
and groups, including basketball, hockey, rugby  
and baseball. Even with everything he has going 
on, Noah made the time to study extensively for 
his Bar Mitzvah with Rabbi Rosenblatt and 
Reverend Marciano. Rev. Marciano taught him 
how to read from the Torah, and together with 
Rabbi Rosenblatt, Noah learned about his Bar 
Mitzvah portion and prepared his Dvar Torah. 
To Noah, becoming a Bar Mitzvah means 
becoming a man and taking on the responsibility 
for his own actions. During his Bar Mitzvah prep, 
he has learned how to read Hebrew really well 
and he hopes it will help him throughout his whole 
life! 
Noah would like to thank his parents, family, 
friends and community, and everyone in the Shul. 
Mazal Tov to the entire family! 
 
Weekly Schedule 
 

Shacharit: Sunday, 8:30 A.M.  

Monday & Thursday at 7:00 A.M.  

Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 7:15 A.M. 
 

Mincha/Maariv: Sunday to Thursday 7:10 P.M. 
 

SUNDAY 
 

Parsha with Rabbi Don Pacht following the 8:30 
A.M. shacharit and breakfast. 
 

MONDAY 
 

Gemara Class 8:00 P.M. with Rabbi Federgrun. 
 

TUESDAY 
TJAX – 4:15 P.M. – 5:45 P.M. 
 

THURSDAY 
 

Women's study at the home of Robyn 
Blicker - 9:00 A.M. 
Parsha Class with Rabbi Estrin 7:00 P.M. 
 

The next Family Minyan is on September 21, 
2019 at 9:00 A.M. in the Chapel. 
 
 


