
 

  

October 19, 2019 

Tishrei 20, 5780 

Shabbat Chol Hamoed 

 

Torah Reading pg. 961 in 
the Siddur 

 

Childminding 9:30 am – 2nd 
floor 

 

Kids Club 10:00 am - 2nd 
Floor with Riva, Tsiporah 
and Rabbi Estrin 

 

Teen Minyan 10:30 am 

 

Shabbat 20:20 
(20 minutes after Kiddush)  

 

Rabbi’s Class 5:10 P.M. 

Mincha 5:50 P.M. 

Havdalah 7:02 P.M. 

 

 

Our Flimsy and Wet Sukkah 
Rabbi Ari Federgrun 
 

“And Yaakov traveled to Sukkot and built himself a 
house, and for his cattle he made booths; therefore 
he named the place Sukkot.” (Bereishit 33:17) 
 

The Vilna Gaon (18th century Lithuanian Rabbinic 
leader) explains that one can understand the 
essence of an idea or concept based on when it 
first appears in the Torah. The idea of Sukkot 
appears first, not within the context of the holiday 
itself, but in a seemingly irrelevant passage. Yaakov 
returns home from the house of Lavan, the place he 
stayed to escape from his brother, Esav. Upon his 
return home, Yaakov encounters Esav, 
and  ultimately appeases his brother after providing 
him with many gifts. As they depart from one 
another, the verse describes that Esav returned on 
his way to Seir, and Yaakov traveled to the city of 
Sukkot, named so by Yaakov after the cattle who 
slept in booths. What is the connection to the 
holiday of Sukkot, and why did he name the city 
after the sleeping lodge of his cattle? 
 

The Medrash elaborates on the conversation 
between Yaakov and Esav. Esav notices that 
Yaakov has everything. He has a family, wives, 
children, servants, animals and so much more. 
Esav had been under the impression that Yaakov 
received the blessing for the world to come, for 
spiritual endeavors, while the physical worldly  
 



 

 

Schara Tzedeck Announcements 

 
Todah Rabah 

 
To The Kahn and Axler families for 
their generous donation to Sushi in the 
Sukkah Dine Around. 

 

To the hosts of the Dine 
Around dinner- Juleen and Auby Axler, 
Vivian and Jeff Claman, Shirley and 
Gabriel Hirsch, Lisa and Gabe Milton, 
Camille and Josh Wenner, Rabbi Ariel 
and Ayala Wilchfort. 

 

Gerry Kline for the scotch sponsorship 
in memory of the yarzheit of her late 
husband, David Kline z"l. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

blessings would belong to him alone. 
Esav meets Yaakov for the very first 
time and is shocked that Yaakov 
received the blessings of the physical 
world as well. Esav asks Yaakov: how 
can it be? Isn’t it my blessing to receive 
the benefits of this world? Yaakov 
responds that all of the worldly 
blessings that he received were to be 
used for spiritual pursuits, not as an 
ends unto themselves: They don’t 
define who I am. For you, Esav, they 
define who you are. They are your 
identity, but not so for me.  
 
At that point, Yaakov emphasizes that 
his cattle, his gold and silver, his many 
possessions are not the essence of his 
existence. He leaves the encounter 
with his brother and then names the 
next city after his cattle’s booths- the 
shaky, flimsy booths - instead of the 
protected, well constructed home that 
he built for himself. It was a reminder 
for him that his possessions mustn’t 
define him.  
 
During this encounter of the two 
brothers, Esav proclaims, “I have many 
things.” Yaakov, on the other hand, 
says, “I have everything.” Esav is 
defined by his physical possessions 
and, as such, he has much, but desires 
more. The more he owns, the greater 
he views himself. It is a never ending 
cycle of desiring more. However, 
Yaakov’s identity lies in his spiritual 
aspirations. His attitude towards his 
physical blessings is that he has 
everything. There is no need for more.   

 

Shacharit 9:00 am 

Mincha 6:00 pm 

 

We, too, at this time of the year leave 
our comfortable, protected homes and 
enter into the wet and cold Sukkahs. It 
is a reminder to all of us to appreciate 
what we do have, and to also realize 
that our possessions are not our true 
identity. We are being asked a 
fundamental question: Who am I? Am I 
defined by my physical home or am I 
defined by spiritual space? 
 

 
 


