
 

July 20, 2019 

Tammuz 17 5779 

Parshat Balak 

 

Torah Reading pg. 856 

 

Childminding 9:00 – 2nd 
floor 

 

Kids Club 10:30 - 2nd Floor 
with Riva, Tsiporah and 
Rabbi Estrin 

 

Shabbat 20:20 
(20 minutes after Kiddush)  

 

Mincha 8:45 P.M. 

Havdalah 10:09 P.M. 

 

Sunday July 21 – Fast of 
Tammuz 

Fast Begins – 3:09 A.M. 

Selichot – 8:00 A.M. 

Shacharit – 8:30 A.M. 

Mincha – 8:40 P.M. 

Fast Ends – 9:51 P.M. 

 

Mincha/Maariv  
Monday-Thursday  
8:50 P.M. 

 

The Freedom to Choose 
Ilan Field 
 

I heard this from an incredible individual at an 
event commemorating his wife who had passed 
away only a couple years ago.   

We know that everything that happens, 
whether it seems bad or good, natural or miraculous 
is all from the Hand of God. Every outcome is His 
direct providence. It is the first of the Thirteen 
Principles of Faith formulated by the Rambam 
(Maimonides). From every breath we take to the 
most miraculous events, God formulates and wills 
everything into being.  

Based off this principle it is puzzling as to 
why Bilaam, one of the main characters in this 
week’s Parsha, has done anything wrong. He 
acknowledges God’s total control and explicitly tells 
the Officers of Moab and King Balak that he can 
only do and say what God allows him too. It is true 
that he hates the Jewish People and would love to 
curse them but at the end of the day he seemingly 
bows his head to God’s will and is the conduit for 
some of the most beautiful prophecies written in the 
Torah. We can compare it to walking by someone 
on the street asking for spare change. I could give 
this person the spare Loonie in my pocket or I can 
walk right past. One could think: If this person 
deserves to get a dollar then it will happen with or 
without me. 
 



 Schara Tzedeck Announcements 

 

Mazal Tov 

 

Judith and Eric Cohen on the marriage of 
their daughter, Lyvia Cohen to Farouk Rojas 
this past May in Toronto, and mazal tov on 
the recent marriage of their other daughter, 
Louisa Cohen to Blair Moldenhauer. 
 

Todah Rabah 

 

Karen and Jack Micner for sponsoring the 
Shabbat Kiddush in memory of Jack's father 
Szulim Chalim Micner z'l. 
 
Mordechai and Annie Edel for the scotch 
sponsorship in honour of their wedding 
anniversary. 
 

Weekly Schedule 

 

Sunday July 21st - Fast of Tammuz - No 
Breakfast 
 
Thursday 
Women's Class - New series on Sefer 
Yehoshua - 9:00 A.M. at the Blicker 
residence. 
 
Parsha Class with Rabbi Estrin - 7:30 P.M. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why should I give my dollar in which 
God gave to me to use? What they 
say is true yet for some reason it 
feels wrong for us to say such a 
thing. Why? 

God gave us the Torah and 
revealed to the world that there is 
Right and there is Wrong. Our 
mission on this earth is to cleave to 
Godliness and distance ourselves 
from wrongdoing. We do this through 
an incredible gift the God gave us 
called Free Will. We have the ability 
to choose between the two. It is 
natural to desire sin but we are told to 
choose to rise above these desires. 
This is what King David spoke about 
in Psalms, Chapter 8, Verses 5 and 
6. In Verse 5 it states: “What is mortal 
man that You have been mindful of 
him…” meaning that we are imperfect 
beings that are capable of the most 
heinous acts, yet for some explicable 
reason God has taken note of us. In 
Verse 6, King David proclaims, “That 
You have made him little lower than 
angels…”. We just established we 
are among the lowliest of creatures. 
How could we be “a little lower than 
angels”? It is through our ability to 
choose. If we choose to do the Right 
thing, regardless the result, we are 
taming our own desires in the service 
of God. We now understand that by 
the example regarding the poor 
person, we get to choose to be the 
conduit, to have the merit of 
performing this act of charity. 
 
 

Even if this person losses the money 
the next day, it does not detract from 
the action, the choice we made. 

Bilaam in the end, blessed the 
Jewish People. But as we know the 
result is in God’s Hand. What did 
Bilaam choose throughout this 
episode? He strove to curse and 
bring ruin onto the Jewish people.  

In our lives we have the 
opportunity to choose. We might not 
end up achieving what we would 
have liked or perhaps things didn’t 
turn out how we would have liked. 
But if we strive for Godliness, if we 
choose to overcome our desires, we 
are certainly only a little lower than 
angels… and perhaps a bit higher.  

 
 
 

Question of the Week: 
 
"My nation remember what Balak 
schemed against you and what 
Bilaam responded...in order that you 
recognize G-d's kindness" (Michah 
6.) To the naked eye it seems that 
Bilaam's threat falls far short of those 
of Pharaoh, Amalek, and Sichon, all 
of whom employed physical force 
against us and actually hurt and 
oppressed us. Bilaam's curses, by 
comparison, are just a form of 
prayer, and if Hashem so desires he 
doesn't need to listen to those 
prayers. Why are Bilaam’s prayers 
so significant? 
 
 
 

Calling for Security Volunteers 
 
Your are the eyes and ears of safety! 
Schara Tzedeck needs your help 
to recruit and build a stronger base of 
volunteers as we go into the summer 
months and high holidays. If you are 
interested in volunteering send an email 
to info@scharatzedeck.com. 
 

This Shabbat we  
are having a  
panel discussion 
(after the morning  
service but before  
the kiddush). 
  
Discussion: 
"Understanding the Ethiopian 
Experience in Israel" 
 
Panel: Doron Yona, Ronit Yona, 
Rabbi Rosenblatt 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jewish Federation has arranged for 
several training dates from VPD 

 

Wednesday, July 24th 5:30 P.M. -  7:30 P.M. 

Wednesday, Aug 21st 5:30 P.M. -  7:30 P.M. 

Sunday, Aug 25th 10:00 A.M. - 12:00 P.M. 

 

The topics covered will be: 

 International and local terrorist 
events 

 Pre-attack indicators 

 Terrorist event planning 

 Suspicious behaviour 

 Suspect identification 

 Reporting procedures 

 Hate crimes 

 

You can confirm your attendance to  
dheydenrych@jewishvancouver.com 
 


