
 

August 3, 2019 

Av 2, 5779 

Parshat Matot-Masei 

 

Torah Reading pg. 900 

 

Childminding 9:00 – 2nd 
floor 

 

Kids Club 10:30 - 2nd 
Floor with Yael, Tsiporah 
and Rabbi Estrin 

 

Rabbi’s class 7:45 P.M. 

 

Shabbat 20:20 
(20 minutes after 
Kiddush)  

 

Mincha 8:25 P.M. 

Havdalah 9:46 P.M. 

 

Mincha/Maariv  
Monday-Thursday  
8:30 P.M. 

 

The Meaning of Life is… 42? 
Daniel Milton 
 

For those that have joined the ride of extreme 
emotional flux throughout the Sefer of Bamidbar, the 
closing comes as a let-down. As we finish off this exciting 
Sefer, we bear witness to a regurgitation of a number of 
visited locations, appearing to be nothing more than a 
geography lesson of the Sinai Desert. It would be a pity to 
leave Parshas Matos-Maasei alone without making sense 
of this massive list of places. 

Appropriately, the Nesivos Shalom (Rebbe of 
Slonim, 1911-2000) presents a brilliant approach giving 
the pit-stops of Bnei Yisroel an applicable significance to 
each and every one of us. By simply counting the number 
of stops we made in the desert, we come to the number 
42. Apart from its pop-culture reference to being the 
“meaning of life” perhaps we can delve into the holy 
words of the Rebbe and properly understand at least one 
of our purposes in this World. As some of us may be 
familiar, the kabbalistic teachings describe a system of 
“middos” that Hashem has (different characteristics 
through which Hashem expresses Himself to us). There 
are 7 lower middos which, when combined with one 
another [excluding itself] totals 42 (this system somewhat 
mirrors that which we use to count the Omer). Similarly, 
contained within the body of a Jew also exists a system 
of middos by which we express ourselves. Thus we can 
explain: aside from the obligation of a Jew to follow to 
words of the Torah, a steadfast, codified law system, he 
is also expected to move along his own personal 
track that lies within himself to achieve his own 
subjective greatness. This axiom is beautifully 
expressed by the nation’s 42 stops in the desert, 
reflecting the combination of middos within one’s self. 



 Schara Tzedeck Announcements 
 

Todah Rabah 
 

To Allan Posthuma for co-sponsoring the 
Congregational Kiddush in appreciation 
of the Schara Tzedeck Community on 
his retirement, and his move to Gabriola 
Island. 
 

To the Berger and Lioznyansky families 
for co sponsoring the Congregational 
kiddush in honour of Gabrielle’s baby 
naming. They welcome everyone to join 
them in celebrating this simcha. 
 

To David Goldman for last week's scotch 
sponsorship. 
 

Glenn Bullard and Marty Wright for the 
scotch sponsorship in honour of their 
friend, Allan Posthuma. 
 

Unveiling 
 

The unveiling of Sol Pavony z’l, husband 
of Sharyn Pavony, will take place on 
Sunday, August 25, 2019 at 2:00 P.M. at 
the Schara Tzedeck Cemetery - 2345 
Marine Drive, New Westminster. 
 

Weekly Schedule 
 

Thursday 
Parsha Class with Rabbi Estrin –  
7:30 P.M. 
 

Calling for Security Volunteers 
 

Your are the eyes and ears of safety! 
Schara Tzedeck needs your help 
to recruit and build a stronger base of 
volunteers as we go into the summer 
months and high holidays. If you are 
interested in volunteering send an email 
to info@scharatzedeck.com. 
 

 

Notice that each stop lasted a different 
unit of time: some merely a day, others 
up to 19 years. With this we understand 
that our own journey is not uniform, nor 
is it straightforward. There are periods 
where we lay stagnant without any 
apparent progress, and sometimes we 
can even move backwards. Albeit, all 
things considered, the end-goal is clear: 
The Land of Israel, Perfection, the 
purification of our spiritual motherboard. 
Yet, such a lofty aim almost appears out 
of hand’s reach, so where is the 
practicality in this message? Where does 
one even begin in attempt to achieve the 
“Eretz Yisroel” of his personal journey? 
One word, Teshuvah.  
 Being one of the remarkable 
creations that Hashem embedded into 
the confines of this world even before its 
very establishment (Nedarim 39b) the 
most accurate translation of Teshuvah is 
“return”. Return to what? Return to 
yourself; your true, unadulterated, real 
self. The mechanics of Teshuvah work 
not by erasing that which a person 
previously did incorrectly, but rather by 
flipping the very essence of his sin into a 
mitzvah, a spark of holiness, a step 
towards Eretz Yisroel. 
 In the famed words of King 
Solomon (Mishlei 24:16), “ שבע יפול צדיק
 A Tzaddik falls down 7 times and – וקם
gets up”. There are those that learn that 
the Tzaddik could only get up if he fell 
beforehand. 
 At a time when Hashem seems 
oddly far from us, let us realize that the 
path is paved for us, with 42 stops along 
the way. Sometimes the next place is 
behind us, and sometimes we’ll be 
squatting there for a while. However, let 
us at least have our internal compasses 
facing eastward towards the Land of 
Israel, and yearn for its settlement one 
day, very soon.  

 

Tisha B’Av schedule – August 10th – 11th  
 

Saturday 
7:30 P.M. -  Mincha (note: this time is 
different than printed calendar - it was changed 

to accommodate pre fast meal)   
8:00 P.M. - Seudha Shlisheet / Seudah 
Hamafseket (prefast meal) 
8:40 P.M. - Fast begins 
9:33 P.M. - Havdalah 
9:45 P.M. - Maariv and Eicha 
 
Sunday 
8:30 P.M. -  Shacharit followed by 
explanatory Kinot  
5:30 P.M. -  Movie and discussion - Into the 
Arms of Strangers: Stories of the 
Kindertransport. 
8:10 P.M. - Mincha 
9:15 P.M. - Fast Ends 

Jewish Federation has arranged for 
several training dates from VPD 
 

Wednesday, Aug 21st  

5:30 P.M. -  7:30 P.M. at Schara Tzedeck 

Sunday, Aug 25th  

10:00 A.M. - 12:00 P.M. – at Jewish 
Federation – “Dayson” Boardroom. 
 

The topics covered will be: 

 International and local terrorist 
events 

 Pre-attack indicators 

 Terrorist event planning 

 Suspicious behaviour 

 Suspect identification 

 Reporting procedures 

 Hate crimes 
 

You can confirm your attendance to  
dheydenrych@jewishvancouver.com 


