
 

 

 

 

 

  
September 22, 2018 

13 Tishrei 

Parshat Haazinu 

Torah Reading  

pg. 1100 

Haftorah pg. 1205 

Kids Club, 2nd Floor 

10:30 am 

Shabbat 20:20 

Beit Midrash 

(20 minutes after 

Kiddush) 

Rabbi’s Class 6:00 pm 

Mincha 6:45 pm 

Havdalah 7:58 pm 

Sukkot begins 

Sunday eve 

Candle Lighting  

6:51 pm 

Mincha/Maariv 6:55 

pm 

Monday, Sukkot Day 

1 

Light candles after 

7:54 pm 

Tuesday, Sukkot Day 

2 

Holiday ends 7:51 pm 

Dvar Torah 

Rabbi Jonathan Sacks 

The portion of Ha-azinu begins with Moses’ great oration, 

“Give ear, ye heavens… and let the earth hear.” The Midrash, 

with its usual sensitivity to the nuances of language, notes that 

Moses seems to be talking in terms of intimacy towards the 

heavens, and of distance towards the earth. There is an almost 

exactly opposite verse in Isaiah, “Hear, O heavens, and give 

ear, O earth,” in which Isaiah expresses closeness to earth and 

distance from heaven. Which path is the Jew to follow? Is he 

to strive towards heaven and keep himself aloof from worldly 

events? Or is he, like Isaiah, to find his spiritual home in the 

things of the earth? And what bearing does this dilemma have 

on the time in which the Sidra is usually read, the Ten Days of 

Repentance, and the days immediately following Yom 

Kippur, the supreme moments of self-examination in the 

Jewish year?  

The Midrash1 tells us that Moses was “close to heaven” and 

“far from the earth,” and this is why he said, “Give ear, ye 

heavens, and I will speak; and let the earth hear the words of 

my mouth.” “Give ear” speaks in the tone of closeness; “let 

the earth hear” bears the accent of distance.  

In the same way, the Midrash says that Isaiah was “far from 

the heavens… and close to the earth,” for he said, in exact 

opposition to Moses, “Hear O heavens, and give ear, O earth.” 

But this opposition is a surprising one. 

“Torah” means “teaching,” and all its words are words of 

instruction for every Jew. 
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Dvar Torah 

 

When Moses said, “Give ear, ye heavens… 

and let the earth hear” the implication was 

that every Jew should strive to be close to 

heaven, and to liberate himself from the 

constraints of earth. If Isaiah, the greatest of 

the prophets,4 could not reach this, how then 

can the Torah demand it of every Jew? And, 

if closeness to heaven is, in fact, within the 

reach of every Jew through the inspiration 

of Moses which is “within” every Jew,5 why 

had Isaiah failed to reach this level? 

The matter is all the more strange since—as 

the Midrash6 says—Isaiah’s words were 

spoken as a continuation of Moses’ address. 

Speaking as he was under the direct 

inspiration of Moses, it should have been all 

the easier for Isaiah to rise to his heights. 

We are forced to conclude, then, that Isaiah 

was not outlining a lower level, but an even 

higher one, than that of which Moses had 

spoken. It was in this sense that he was 

continuing where Moses left off. Reaching 

upwards to Moses’ heights, “close to 

heaven,” he was able to strain to a yet 

greater achievement, of being “close to 

earth.” And since Isaiah’s words, too, are 

part of the Torah, they form a universal 

message to the Jew. 

We must also realize that, since every 

teaching of the Torah has a special 

relevance to the time of the year when it is 

read,7 these words of Moses and their 

continuation in Isaiah are of particular 

significance to the time between Rosh 

Hashanah and Succot, during which they are 

always read. 

 

 

 

Schara Tzedeck Shoah 

Survivors Wall  

We are looking for names for 

inclusion on a new Schara 

Tzedeck Shoah Survivors Wall, to 

be dedicated Friday, May 3, 

2019.  If you are or know of a 

member who lived through the 

Holocaust (1933-1945), please 

contact Rachael Lewinski at (604) 

736-7607, or 

rachael@scharatzedeck.com to 

submit names for inclusion on the 

wall.   

 

Shabbat Dinner October 12th 

Guest speaker - Gavriel Friedson, 

Deputy Director of International 

Operations - United Hatzalah of 

Israel 

 

Project Isaiah 

Remember to return your Project 

Isaiah bags full of non-perishable 

food items in support of the Jewish 

Food Bank. 

 

 

 

 

 

Sukkah Hop 

Families are invited to join Schara 

Tzedeck and Beth Hamidrash for a 

fun Sukkah Hop!  

4:00 pm, Tuesday, September 25 (2nd 

day of Sukkot) 

Beginning at Beth Hamidrash, 3231 

Heather St. 

Ending at Schara Tzedeck with a 

child-friendly dinner 

Simchat Beit Hashoeva 

 

Adults and Children welcome to join 

Schara Tzedeck and Beth Hamidrash 

for Simchat Beit Hashoeva! 

Wednesday, September 26, 7:45-9:00 

pm at Beth Hamidrash 

Featuring Live Music and a BBQ 

Dinner 

Shabbat Dinner in The Sukkah 

September 28th  

Please RSVP to 

Rachael@ScharaTzedeck.com 

Simchat Torah at Schara Tzedeck 

Monday October 1 

4:30-6:00 – Tot Hakafot Age 0-7 

7:30 – Dance your Socks Off!  

Special Program for Youth Age 

7+Followed by Dinner 

8:00- Class for Women in the Chapel 

Membership Announcements 

Todah Rabah 

Arnold & Anita Silber and Herb & 

Barbara Silber for the scotch 

sponsorship in honour of Fred Silber 

‘s Z”L Yahrtzeit 

Eitan & Mia Prisman for hosting a 

stop on our Sukkah Hop at their 

Sukkah 

Lulav & Etrog Orders 

The Lulav & Etrog orders will be 

available for pick up at 

Schara Tzedeck synagogue on 

Sunday, September 23rd between 

9:00 am and 12:00 pm. Please use 

back lane entrance on the south east 

corner of the building. 

For more information please 

contact Rabbi Federgrun. 
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