
  

Lessons from the El Al Flight Diverted to Athens:  

Shabbat is Shabbat 

Rabbi Jesse Horn 

This past Friday afternoon, El Al Flight 002, en route to Tel Aviv 

following a late New York departure on Thursday night, was flying 

somewhere over the Atlantic Ocean, when the pilot informed us 

that, in fact, our flight would not make it safely to Tel Aviv before 

the arrival of Shabbat and instead, we would be spending the day 

of rest in Athens, Greece. 

My heart dropped. Not only would I leave my wife in charge of our 

six children for an extra two days, but I would have to miss the bar 

mitzvah of my nephew Abba Tzvi. I feared letting my family down 

and felt deeply frustrated about having to spend Shabbat in (at the 

time) unknown circumstances. The last thing I wanted to do was 

miss Shabbat back at home. 

Another rabbi on El Al 002 was flying to Israel for his seventh-

grade student’s bar mitzvah. He too was upset about disappointing 

the family who had paid for his ticket. A nice lady sitting a row 

behind me was worried about having to leave her mother’s casket, 

as she too was planning on spending Shabbat in Athens. 

In truth, all one hundred and eighty of us had no interest in 

spending Shabbat in Athens. We had one hundred eighty other 

places where we would have rather been. 

However, on the bus which took us from the airplane to the airport, 

some people began singing Shabbat songs, providing a much-

needed sense of optimism to the experience. We realized we had 

the opportunity to transform this Shabbat into something special if 

we chose to. 
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 Proudly, I can say we rose to the challenge. 

A powerful Kabbalat Shabbat that set the 

tone for the entire Shabbat, followed by an 

excellent dinner with people sharing a 

l’chaim, courtesy of what they had just 

purchased in the duty-free shops. A melody-

filled tisch featured “Kah Echsof” as the 

highlight. Many interesting conversations 

about hashgacha pratit (divine providence) 

and the parsha provided a fantastic 

opportunity to meet and engage with many 

incredible people. 

Throughout Shabbat, many thoughts hit me; 

the tremendous hakarat hatov (gratitude) I 

had for Rabbi Mendel and Mrs. Nechama 

Hendel, the co-directors of Chabad of in 

Athens, and how privileged I was to be part 

of a people who know how to come together 

when need be. 

But, perhaps, the most powerful thought: 

What brought us together was our collective, 

unflinching commitment to keeping Shabbat. 

As I mentioned, there were one hundred and 

eighty people with one hundred and eighty 

places where we would have preferred to 

be, yet we all agreed to one uniting idea: 

Shabbat is Shabbat. 

I want my children, nephew, and whoever 

reads this to know, not just for me, but for all 

one hundred and eighty of us and many 

more not on the airplane, Shabbat is 

Shabbat. 

 

Question of the Week 

Yaakov returns to the land of Israel and is 
in fear of his brother Esav. Why is Yaakov 
afraid if Hashem promised him that he will 
be protected? Will Hashem “break” his 
promise? 

 

Membership Announcements 

 

Mazal Tov 
 

Mazal Tov to the Beron family on the 
occasion of Chad’s Bar Mitzvah. 
 

Todah Rabah 
 

Thank you to Alan Switzer and Sandy 
Hazan for the scotch sponsorship in 
honour of the 70th anniversary of Allan's 
parents William and Frances Switzer. 
 

Thank you to Shaya Silber and Dianne 
Valenzuela for sponsoring the Kiddush in 
honour of Rabbi Rosenbatt's guidance 
and in celebration of their recent 
engagement. 

 

Condolences 
 
Our condolences to the entire family on the 
passing of Louis Sholzberg z’l. The funeral 
will take place at the Schara Tzedeck 
Cemetery, New Westminster on Monday, 
November 26th at 1:00 P.M. 

Shiva will take place at 302 - 1010 West 
42nd Avenue, Vancouver 

Monday November 26th thru Thursday 
November 29th at 7:30 P.M.  

 

Unveiling 

 

The unveiling for Marion Bulles z"l will 
take place on Sunday November 25th, 
12:45 P.M. at the Schara Tzedeck 
Cemetery in New Westminster. 

 

The unveiling for Brian Selby z"l, older 
brother of our member Kathryn Selby, will 
take place on Sunday, November 25

th
, 

2018, at 12:45 P.M., at the Glenduff Hill 
Jewish Cemetery in Glasgow, Scotland. 

 

 

 

Saturday, November 24
th

, 7:30 P.M. at 
King David High School 
Havdalah Concert with special guest Moshe 
Storch 

 

Monday Night Torah Study 
7:00 P.M. - Torah Talks 
Rabbi Rosenblatt  

8:15 P.M. - Talmud Talks 
Rabbi Federgrun 

 

Thursday’s “Pray Tell” 
Thursday, 9:00 A.M. 
Rabbi Federgrun 
 
Women's Weekly Torah Study with Ayala 
Wilchfort  
Wednesdays 9:45 A.M. Everyone is 
welcome. 

 

SAVE THE DATE: 
Chanukah Carnival! 
December 9, 3:00-5:00 P.M. 
Food available for purchase.  
Ticket pre-sale for the auction available on 
our website. 
 

 
NCSY CORNER – Grade 8-12.  

To register, please contact the office or 

Rabbi Wilchfort. 

 

Teen Minyan 

Every Shabbat, 10:45 A.M. in the Chapel 

HotSpot. 

Dinner and discussion with Rabbi Wilchfort 

Wednesdays, 6:00 P.M. to 7:00 P.M. in the 

Board Room. 

Dates on the Vancouver NCSY website 

 

 

 

 

Our Bar Mitzvah – Chad Beron 

 

Chad is a grade 8 student at King 

David High School who has been 

preparing for his Bar Mitzvah for 

months! He studied with Rabbi 

Goldman and Rabbi Rosenblatt, 

learning all about his Bar Mitzvah 

portion, Parshat Vayishlach. In Chad’s 

words- “A lesson we can learn from 

this Parsha is forgiveness – Yaakov 

and Eisav had their differences but 

they each learned to forgive. This 

teaches me how I should behave to my 

own brothers.” 

Chad is an active member of his 

community, playing on his school’s 

basketball team as well as at JCC. He 

enjoys volunteering and helping his 

friends and family.  

Mazal tov to the entire family! 

 

 

 
 

 

 


