
   

The Last Lecture 

Rabbi Ari Federgrun  

 

“Then Yitzchak trembled in very great perplexity, and said, 
“Who-where-is the one who hunted game, brought it to me, 
and I partook of all when you had not yet come, and I 
blessed him? Indeed, he shall remain blessed!”  

 

Yitzchak was anticipating this very moment, the moment of 
transmitting the blessings to his children, from the age of 60 
when he first had children. He had a dream and aspiration 
of continuing the legacy of the Jewish people through Esav. 
Alas, the story takes a turn. Yitzchak is tricked into giving 
the blessings to Yaakov. Esav, eagerly awaiting his 
blessings, returns home from the field, enters into 
Yitzchak’s room, and Yitzchak realizes that his dreams 
have been shattered. “Yitzchak trembled in very great 
perplexity.” The pasuk (verse) states that Yitzchak 
screamed, not just a great scream, but also “ad me’od,” it 
was very great. Why the extra emphasis on his scream?  

 

Rav Chaim Shmulevitz explains that the cause of his 
trembling was that his lifelong perception of Esav had been 
mistaken. At that moment, Yitzchak realized that Esav was 
not deserving of the blessings. The reality hit him in an 
instant and that is why he trembled so much. So many of us 
can relate to that feeling of trembling. Too often we spend 
our lives pursuing empty dreams and false hopes, and it 
usually takes a life changing event to redirect our goals and 
aspirations. 
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 A few years ago, Randy Pausch 
presented a lecture titled “Really 
Achieving Your Childhood Dreams.” 
This lecture was part of a series of 
lectures called “The Last Lecture.” Top 
academics were asked to talk about 
what really mattered to them and to give 
their hypothetical “last lecture” - their 
final parting words to the world. Dr. 
Pausch was unique in that this really 
became his last lecture. He was 
diagnosed with pancreatic cancer a 
month before his speech and died a few 
months later. His lecture received 
millions of hits on YouTube. Why all the 
attention? Certainly he had optimism, 
sense of courage, and profound 
messages. However,  but the main 
factor was most probably because 
people are looking for meaning in life, 
and here was a person facing the 
ultimate fear, yet sharing his new 
perspective on life.  
 
Trying circumstance have the ability to 
bring out the best in people, but the trick 
is to reach the right perspective without 
having to undergo difficulties. There are 
so many distractions in life that prevent 
us from focusing on what really matters, 
but this is the challenge of life. We have 
to be sure to keep dreaming the right 
dreams no matter where life takes us.  
 
 
 
 
Question of the Week 
How could Yitzchak love and admire 
Esav over Yaakov? Did Esav really trick 
Yaakov into thinking that he was the 
more righteous child?  

 

Announcements 

 

Todah Rabah 

Thank you Florence Morris for 
sponsoring Sunday Breakfast In 
memory of her parents James & Ruth 
Brody z'l and her husband Bernard 
Mass z'l 

 
South African dinner with Moshe 
Storch - November 23, 2018. Register 
online at www.scharatzedeck.com. 
 
Havdallah with Moshe Storch a joint 
program with King David High School - 
November 24, 2018. Register online at 
www.scharatzedeck.com.  

 
Monday class with Rabbi Rosenblatt - 
Torah Talks at 7 P.M. and Rabbi 
Federgrun - Talmud Talks at 8:15 P.M. 
 

Thursday’s “Pray Tell” 
Discussion on the Kabbalat Shabbat 
Prayers with Rabbi Federgrun 
9:00 A.M. - Blicker Residence 
4223 Selkirk Street 
 

Thursdays at 8:00 P.M. - Parsha class 
with Rabbi Shlomo Estrin. 
 

Women's Weekly Torah Study with 
Ayala Wilchfort  
Wednesdays 9:45 A.M. Everyone is 
welcome. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Shalom Branch 178 of the Royal 
Canadian Legion will be laying poppies 
on the headstones of veterans at 
Schara Tzedeck Cemetery starting at 
10:15 A.M. on November 11, 2018.  

Anyone wishing to participate is 
welcome. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

T-Jex After-School Program- 
improves your child’s Hebrew 
reading! 
Gr. K-7 | 4:15-5:45 pm on Tuesdays 
@ Shalhevet Girls High School – One-
on-One reading with High School 
Mentors! 
Register online at ScharaTzedeck.com 
Limited spots still available 

 

Kristallnacht Commemoration 
Thursday, November 8th, 7:00 pm 
at Beth Israel 

 

 
 

NCSY CORNER – Grade 8-12.  

To register, please contact the office or 

Rabbi Wilchfort 

 

Teen Minyan 

Every Shabbat, 10:45 a.m. in the 

Chapel 

HotSpot 

Dinner and discussion with Rabbi 

Wilchfort 

Wednesdays, 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. in the 

Board Room. Dates on the Vancouver 

NCSY website. 

 

 

 

 

 


