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Rabbi’s Reflections 
By Rabbi Daniel J. Fellman

A great Reform Rabbi, Victor Reichert of Cincin-
nati, offered wonderful advice for the summer 
months. Rabbi Reichert, who served Rockdale 
Temple for decades, encouraged his congrega-
tion to use the summer months for reflection  
and renewal. 

Each year he would remind people to read a 
good book, take a long walk, and make a new 
friend over the course of the summer months. 
With its long days filled with smiles and warmth, 
summer invites us to do things differently, to take 
time for ourselves, and to find new appreciation 
for our world and our own lives. Summer can be 
a time not just of relaxation but of change and 
growth for all of us.

This summer marks a time of change at Temple 
Sinai. We will say L’hitraot to Rabbi Keren  
Gorban as she leaves to assume the pulpit  
at Temple Beth El in Tacoma, Washington.  
For seven years, Rabbi Gorban has shared  
her wisdom, passion, and music with us. She 
has been with us for celebrations and times of 
sadness, and she has worked tirelessly to ensure 
a bright Jewish future. 

As her clergy partner this past year, Rabbi  
Gorban has been a wonderful colleague,  
helping me learn about Temple Sinai and its  
traditions while also encouraging new under-
standings and new possibilities. She and her 
beautiful son Yuval have brought smiles to so 

many, and I am sure we all share a sense  
of gratitude for all she has accomplished at 
Temple Sinai.

This summer also marks a beginning as we 
welcome Cantor David Reinwald to the Temple 
Sinai family of families. Originally from Chicago, 
Cantor Reinwald has spent the last 12 years  
at Temple Beth Sholom in Orange County,  
California, and he is thrilled to be returning  
to his Midwestern roots!

Cantor Reinwald is a gifted and compassionate 
teacher and leader. He exudes soul in all that he 
does, and he is particularly gifted in work with 
children. We are excited to fully restart our music 
program after the long years of pandemic dis-
tance. Cantor Reinwald can’t wait to get to work 
with our choir and band, and to begin dreaming  
about new musical opportunities for all of us.

As a partner, I am looking forward to working 
with Cantor Reinwald as we bring Temple Sinai 
back to a full calendar of activities. The pan-
demic changed the way synagogues work, and 
while we have faced our share of challenges,  
we are emerging in new and exciting ways. 
Whether onsite or online, Cantor Reinwald  
and I can’t wait to get busy sharing in the life  
of the Temple.

On a personal note, as I reach my first anniver-
sary at Temple Sinai, I am filled with gratitude for 
all that all of you have done for Melissa and our 
children to make us feel at home. We are thrilled 
to be a part of Sinai, and we can’t wait to see 
what the future has in store for all of us! 

Friday, July 1, 7 PM  
Cantor David Reinwald’s  
First Shabbat Evening  
Service at Temple Sinai

Join us to welcome our new 
cantor, David Reinwald, to 
our community!

Friday, June 3, 7 PM  
Rabbi Keren Gorban’s  
Last Shabbat Evening  
Service at Temple Sinai

Join us to wish Rabbi Gorban 
well at her new congregation 
in Tacoma, Washington.
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LIFE & LEGACY—ASSURING JEWISH TOMORROWS

LEGACY CIRCLE  
(As of 5/6/22)

Barbara Allen
Anonymous (9)
Marc Adelsheimer &  
	 Jamie Stern
George & Laura Arnold
Jan & Drew Barkley
Stewart Barmen &  
	 Laurie Moser
Cantor Laura Berman
Ellie & Bob Bernstein
Jennifer H. Bett
Eva Blum
Gloria Bodek
Miriam Botkin
Arlene & Bill Brandeis
Joshua Breslau
Elizabeth & Michael Collura 
Janice & Marvin Dash
Richard z”l &  
	 Rhoda Dorfzaun
Sally Katzen Dyk
Julian z”l & Rhoda Eligator
James R. & Morgan Faeder
Mark z”l & Anne Faigen 
Gina Faiola 
Melissa & Rabbi Daniel J. 	
	 Fellman
Leslie H. Fleisher
Nancy E. Gale
Rabbi James A. &  
	 Barbara S. Gibson
Arthur Goldberg
Ruth Goldman
Shirley Goldstein
Edward Goldston 
Joseph & Jennifer Goldston
Rabbi Keren Gorban
David Hauptman & Family
Suzan Hauptman & Family
Adora & Stephen Holstein

Stephen Jurman &  
	 Jeanette Trauth
Richard D. Kalson
The Kander Family
Mara & Richard Kaplan
Carole & Jerry Katz
Robert & Ellen Katzen
Robert Kraut &  
	 Aya Betensky
Susan Berman Kress & 		
	 Douglas Kress
Rachel M. Kudrick
Bernard Latterman z”l
Dale Lazar &  
	 Lynn Magid Lazar
Philip L. Lehman &  
	 Jill Fain Lehman
Louise Malakoff
David & Carole Maretsky
Stuart & Linda Miller
Marcia & Thomas z”l 		
	 Morton 
Laurie Mulvey
Elliott Oshry
David & Rita Pollock
Rosalyn Carol Richman 
Agnes Rocher z”l
Richard & Carol Rosenthal
Mayda & Barry Roth
Lynn Rubenson 
Selma P. Ryave
John & Denise Schiller
Carolyn Schwarz
Frank Schwarz
Jay Silberblatt
Edgar Snyder
The Solomon Family
Saul Straussman
Joseph & Phyllis G. Weinkle
Women of Temple Sinai
Ed & Lynda Wrenn
H. J. Zoffer
Ronnie Cook Zuhlke

ASSURING JEWISH TOMORROWS

What aspects of Jewish life do you cherish most— 
learning, community, worship, caring for those in 
need, or social justice? Whatever you care about 
most, by leaving a legacy you ensure the things 
you value are sustained for future generations. 
Contact Drew Barkley at (412) 421-9715 ext. 111 
or Drew@TempleSinaiPGH.org to learn more.

LIFE & LEGACY program and the LIFE & LEGACY logo are trademarks of the Harold Grinspoon Foundation.  All rights reserved. 

To create your Jewish legacy contact:
Drew Barkley  
Drew@TempleSinaiPGH.org
(412) 421-9715 ext. 111
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“I don’t like to say ‘Goodbye…’” I sing these words from a 
Tom Chapin lullaby to Yuval when he resists going to bed at 
night. I’m also singing these words to myself as I approach 
my final days at Temple Sinai; I love this community and 
have found a home here, so part of me doesn’t want to 
leave. But, as I prepare to head to Temple Beth El in Taco-
ma, Washington, my seven-year chapter at Temple Sinai—
and your chapter with me—is coming to an end.

During the last seven years, I have been blessed with many 
gifts from this congregation. Some are tangible, like the set 
of Bible commentary gifted by an Adult B’nei Mitzvah class 
or toys for Yuval. But most are indelibly written in my heart 
and mind. A few of these gifts stand out in particular:

You have given me opportunities to learn, including  
enabling me to earn an MA in Religious Education, letting 
me experiment with different programs like NextDOR,  
and asking provoking questions. I have especially enjoyed 
learning in partnership with you in classes, workshops,  
one-on-one preparation for Divrei Torah, and especially  
in our Saturday morning Torah study. 

You have offered me your trust, inviting me to be your guide 
through joyous milestones, painful experiences, and grief; 
letting me challenge you to think in different ways or try new 
things; and assuming goodwill when I made mistakes or 
didn’t fulfill expectations. Your trust allowed me to flourish 
professionally and personally.

You have blessed me with your ideas and passions. In 
looking for my next position, I knew that I would need be 
in a place where I could continue some of the work that 
you have needed me to do here at Temple Sinai, especially 
work around inclusion. Our expansive definition of inclusion 
means that we are reaching outward to bring people who 
have had difficulty engaging with the Jewish community in 
and working to ensure that those already in our community 

feel seen and cared for. The innovative and inspiring ways 
that we have striven to embody this value of inclusion, as 
well as other priorities, mean that I will move into my next 
position with a toolbox full of ideas and possibilities that  
will hopefully bring blessing to my new community.

The gifts you have shared with me go far beyond these, and 
I will share more at my farewell service on June 3. I hope 
you will join me to celebrate my time at Temple Sinai and so 
I can thank you for the many blessings I have received here.

I don’t like to say “goodbye” because it seems so final, 
despite the joke that Jews say goodbye and never leave. In 
Hebrew, though, there’s isn’t a formal word for “goodbye.” 
We use “shalom” or “l’hitraot” instead, wishing each other 
peace on our journeys or looking forward to seeing each 
other again. Though I am leaving Pittsburgh, I hope that you 
all are blessed with peace and wholeness and that we will 
see each other again.

Shalom ul’hitraot!

“I don’t like to say ‘Goodbye’” FROM RABBI KEREN GORBAN

Join us on Friday, June 3 at 7 PM to 
honor Rabbi Keren Gorban’s seven 
years at Temple Sinai during our  
Shabbat Evening Service AND to wish 
her well with her new congregation  
in Tacoma, Washington.



Page 4•ChaiLights June–July 2022•Temple Sinai

Tot Shabbat in the Bodek Rose Garden 
(weather permitting), Friday, June 17, 5:15 PM

Does your tot love bubbles and balloons? Bring them to 
a very special Tot Shabbat! We’ll have buckets of water 
beads for them to play with, bubble wrap runways to pop 
along, bubble wands, and balloons to play catch with. This 
will be an extra special multi-sensory Tot Shabbat that you 
won’t want to miss!

Tree Planting for the Arbor Day Foundation, 
Sunday, June 26, 10 AM–Noon

Let’s give back to the Earth and get active by planting trees 
with the Arbor Day Foundation. Pick up a tree at Temple Si-
nai with information on how to care for it—and help us plant 
a tree to grow with us through the years.

This Tikkun Olam opportunity is perfect for kids and families 
who want to show their love and respect for nature. All are 
welcome.

Contact Sunshine Figlio at Sunshine@TempleSinaiPGH.org 
or (412) 421-9715 ext. 121 with any questions.

FUN FOR KIDS IN JUNE

In honor of Pride Month, June 2022, the Falk Library is  
highlighting some of the LGBTQ+ books in our collection.  
In addition, some of these books will be available for  
checkout in our “Library Annex,” located on the desk  
outside Rabbi Fellman’s office.

Mentsh: On Being Jewish and Queer, edited by Angela 
Brown—More than 30 contributors from around the world 
reveal their surprising, poignant, sometimes hilarious expe-
riences in ways that offer a staggering perspective on issues 
of identity, institutions, and culture from the viewpoint of the 
queer outsider struggling to belong. 
 

Like Bread on the Seder Plate by Rebecca T. Alpert—
One of the first women to be ordained as a rabbi explores 
how lesbians can shape Jewish tradition to resonate with 
their own experience.

Balancing on the Mechitza: Transgender in Jewish 
Community by Noach Dzmura—Inspired and nurtured  
by the successes of the feminist and LGBTQ+ movements  
in the Jewish world, Jews who identify as transgender now  
sit in the congregation, marry under the chuppah, and 
create Jewish families. Balancing on the Mechitza offers a 
multifaceted portrait of this increasingly visible community.

FALK LIBRARY NEWS: LGBTQ+ BOOKS

8TH ANNUAL PRIDE SHABBAT EVENING SERVICE, FRIDAY, JUNE 10, 7 PM
Every June, people across the world mark the Stonewall uprising of 1969 that kicked off the first major protest on behalf 
of equal rights for LGBTQ+ people. At Temple Sinai, our Pride Tribe brings the congregation’s focus on the successes we 
have had and the work that still needs to be done. Please join us for our annual Pride  
Shabbat as we celebrate our freedom as openly LGBTQ+ Jews by sharing readings,  
songs, and original writing.

Share your special occasion, honor  
a person or the memory of a loved one,  
or simply share your joy and tzedakah 
with the congregation by SPONSOR-
ING AN ONEG!
Contact Drew Barkley at Drew@TempleSinaiPGH.org or  
(412) 421-9715 ext. 111 for details.

VOLUNTEER IN THE TEMPLE 
SINAI VEGETABLE GARDEN!

Do you like to work with plants or 
play in dirt? Contact Drew Barkley 
at Drew@TempleSinaiPGH.org  
for all the details on how to join  
our garden volunteers this summer.
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Sam Skobel  
with Ballerina  

on Wheels  
Ava Allenberg

Standup Comic 
& Mental Health 

Advocate  
Gab Bonesso

Anne Alter  
will perform  

with her musical 
ensemble,  

Infinity
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DONORS MARCH—APRIL 2022 
Barnett Chapel Fund 
In Memory of Thomas Morton	
	 Joe Manich

Bodek Fund for the Future	
In Memory of Thomas Morton	
	 Gloria Silberblatt Bodek

B’racha Center Fund	  
In Memory of Chuck Mahan	
	 Kimberly Zytnick 
In Memory of Thomas Morton	
	 Shirley Goldstein

Brotherhood Donation	  
In Memory of Thomas Morton	
	 Esther Nathanson 
	 Robert Kraut & Aya Betensky

Caring Connection Fund 
In Honor of Elsie Giffen		
	 Charles Giffen 
In Memory of Norman Leer	
	 Jan Fink 
Yahrzeit of Anna Gomberg 
	 Ruth G. Love 
Yahrzeit of Howard Love	  
	 Ruth G. Love

Fund for the Future 
In Memory of Chuck Mahan	
	 Alan & Vivian Lawsky 
In Memory of Norman Leer	
	 Anne Faigen 
In Memory of Sheila Podolsky 
Sittig	  
	 Alan & Vivian Lawsky 
In Memory of Thomas Morton	
	 Harton Wolf 
	 Laura & George Arnold 
	 Marvin & Ruth Reidbord

General Operating Fund 
In Memory of Sheila Podolsky 
Sittig	  
	 Jack Protetch & Garrett Flaherty 
In Memory of Thomas E Morton	
	 Mary Bachorski 
	 Tibey Falk 
Yahrzeit of Clarence Gomberg	
	 Ruth G. Love & Sons

Intergenerational Choir Fund	
In Memory of Norman Leer	
	 Lynn Naman 
	 Robert Kraut & Aya Betensky

J&M Dash Endowment Fund	
In Memory of Martin Silverman	
	 Marvin & Janice Dash

Jewish Learning Scholarship 
Fund	  
In Memory of Harvey Rosen	
	 Esther Zawitz

Katzen Holocaust Fund	 
In Honor of Bob Kraut’s Promotion 
	 Robert & Ellen Katzen 
In Honor of WRJ Women’s  
Empowerment Award	  
	 Robert & Ellen Katzen 
In Memory of Agnes Rocher	
	 Robert & Ellen Katzen 
In Memory of Earl Aussenberg	
	 Robert & Ellen Katzen 
In Memory of Edith Twersky	
	 Robert & Ellen Katzen 
In Memory of Norman Leer	
	 Robert & Ellen Katzen 
In Memory of Shirley Zionts	
	 Robert & Ellen Katzen 
In Memory of Yale Rosenstein	
	 Robert & Ellen Katzen 
In Memory of Alison Grodin’s 
Uncle 
	 Robert & Ellen Katzen

Korenman Fund for the Future	
In Memory of Chuck Mahan	
	 Jan & Ed Korenman 
In Memory of Michael Mallinger	
	 Jan & Ed Korenman 
In Memory of Tom Morton 
	 Jan & Ed Korenman

Lazar Leadership Fund	  
In Appreciation of Drew Barkley	
	 Dale & Lynn Magid Lazar 
In Memory of Earl Aussenberg	
	 Dale & Lynn Magid Lazar 
In Memory of Norman Leer	
	 Lynn & Dale Lazar 
In Memory of Tom Morton	 
	 Dale & Lynn Lazar 
In Memory of Robert J. Herbert, Sr. 
	 Lynn Magid Lazar

Levin Family Memorial Fund	
In Honor of Birth of Naomi Rose	
	 Karen, Nate, & Noah Levin

Library Fund	  
In Memory of Chuck Mahan	
	 Susan Cohen 
In Memory of Sheila Sittig	  
	 Naomi & Paul Herman

Live Broadcast Fund 
In Honor of Penelope Bright	
	 Mark & Cynthia Goodman 
In Honor of the Birth of  
Eleanor Ainsley Bright	  
	 Mark & Cynthia Goodman 
In Memory of Edgar Allen Edelsack	
	 Leon Edelsack 
Yahrzeit of Al Tannenbaum	 
	 David & Mary Tannenbaum 
Yahrzeit of Arthur R. Cohen	 
	 Paul & Tila Cohen 

Yahrzeit of Bernard A. Kelsky & 
Herschel L. Siegel 
	 Edwin & Barbara Siegel 
Yahrzeit of Dorothy Frankel Melnick 
	 Jane C. Frankel 
Yahrzeit of Frieda Katz		
	 Michelle Herwald 
Yahrzeit of Geraldine Browarsky	
	 Francine Caplan 
Yahrzeit of Harvey Goldstein	
	 Sandra Goldstein 
Yahrzeit of Ida Lyons 
	 Paul Lyons & Betty Rothbart 
Yahrzeit of Joseph J. Shachman	
	 Lynn Naman 
Yahrzeit of Martha Yorkin Berman	
	 Diane Berman 
Yahrzeit of Max E. Latterman	
	 Rita Latterman Bennett 
Yahrzeit of Rita Lieberman & 
Bunny Lieberman 
	 Sissy & Bill Lieberman 
Yahrzeit of Robert B. Margolis	
	 Betty Lou Margolis & Family 
Yahrzeit of Seymour Smidt	  
	 Tamar & Ernest Tolentino 
Yahrzeit of Stella Birnberg	  
	 Jacob & Stephanie Birnberg 
Yahrzeit of Walter Boninger	
	 Michael Boninger &  
	 Judy Wertheimer

Moving Forward Fund	  
In Memory of Norman Leer	
	 Esther Nathanson 
In Memory of Sarah Chaikin	
	 Esther Nathanson 
In Memory of Sheila Podolsky Sittig 
	 Jon & Diane Brillman

Memorial Park Care Fund 
In Memory of Emily Segal, Joyce 
Seltman, & Rita Seltman 
	 Susan & Lee Segal 
In Memory of Joyce Seltman, Rita 
Seltman, & Emily Segal	  
	 Morton Seltman 
In Memory of Lawrence F. &  
Jean Half Greenberger	  
	 Fran Wells

Music Fund	  
In Memory of Agnes Rocher	
	 Rosalyn Escovitz 
In Memory of Chuck Mahan	
	 Anne Faigen 
	 Arlyne Fenster 
	 Barbara Trellis 
	 Carol & John Woolford 
	 Charles & Gail Weisberg 
	 Cyndy Tabor 
	 Dr. & Mrs. David B. Fall 
	 Edwin & Barbara Siegel 

	 Elliott Oshry 
	 Ellis Schmidlapp 
	 Esther Nathanson 
	 Esther Schwartz 
	 Francine Caplan 
	 Frank & Carolyn Schwarz 
	 Gail Wedner 
	 George & Laura Arnold 
	 Howard & Cindy Goodman 
	 Jan & Drew Barkley 
	 Jan Fink 
	 Jennifer Bett 
	 John Moyer 
	 Judy Mahan 
	 Karen Levin 
	 Larry Grollman 
	 Laura Fehl 
	 Lynn Naman 
	 Marc Garfinkel & Karen Gold 
	 Mark & Jane Mendlow 
	 Marvin Rulin 
	 Michael & Andrea Lowenstein 
	 Michael & Louise Malakoff 
	 Rebekah Siegel 
	 Robin & Jerome Friedman 
	 Rosalyn Escovitz 
	 Sharon & Donnie Dunlap 
	 Sharyn & Herb Wolfson 
	 Sherry Klein 
	 Stephen & Adora Holstein 
	 Wendy Bennett & Family 
In Memory of Norman Leer	
	 Alice Buchdahl 
	 Harton Wolf 
In Memory of Thomas Morton	
	 Alice Buchdahl

Neshama Center Fund	  
In Memory of Thomas Morton	
	 Cathy Droz

Pollock Fund for the Future 
In Memory of Norman Leer	
	 David & Rita Pollock 
In Memory of Thomas Morton	
	 David & Rita Pollock

Pulpit Flower Fund	  
In Memory of Chuck Mahan	
	 Sally Schweitzer 
In Memory of Etta Lutsker	  
	 Svetlana Koptsiovsky 
In Memory of Irving Levitt	  
	 Lin & Stanley Ehrenpreis 
Yahrzeit of Abe Mervis	  
	 Betty Jean Mervis 
Yahrzeit of Anne Finkelstein Cohen 
	 John Spear 
Yahrzeit of Ben Berger 
	 Sandra Yurko 
Yahrzeit of Benjamin D. Bernstein	
	 Robin Bernstein 
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Yahrzeit of Bernard Jurman	 
	 Stephen Jurman & Jeanette Trauth 
Yahrzeit of Bernard Weiss	  
	 Judith Weiss 
Yahrzeit of Charles Baker	  
	 Karen Jackson & Wendy Baker 
Yahrzeit of Charles Moellenberg	
	 Chuck Moellenberg 
Yahrzeit of Cuddy Briskin	  
	 Daniel & Barbara Shapira 
Yahrzeit of Czerna Cohen	  
	 Marvin & Arleen Adelson 
Yahrzeit of Czerna Cohen	  
	 Shirley & Stephen Tannenbaum 
Yahrzeit of David Haber	  
	 Dawn, Alyssa & Jason Haber 
Yahrzeit of Doreen & Larry Heller, 
Nancy Bett	  
	 Jennifer Bett 
Yahrzeit of Dov Nikolsburger	
	 Michael Lipman &  
	 Shirli Nikolsburg 
Yahrzeit of E. Jerry Fenster	  
	 Arlyne Fenster 
Yahrzeit of E. Jerry Fenster		
	 Mindy, Jeff, Ben & Tori Weiner 
Yahrzeit of Earl Schwartz		
	 George & Laura Arnold 
Yahrzeit of Earl Schwartz	  
	 Rhoda Eligator 
Yahrzeit of Elizabeth S. Schmerling 
	 Jonathan & Veronica Schmerling 
Yahrzeit of Frederick W. Kramer	
	 Madeline & Valerie Kramer 
Yahrzeit of Gary Braunstein	
	 Joop & Joyce Offerman 
Yahrzeit of Gertrude Hoffman	
	 Marilyn Rattner 
Yahrzeit of Gilbert D. Levine 
	 Stanley Levine &  
	 Barbara Weschler 
Yahrzeit of Goldie Darling Love	
	 Carole Katz 
Yahrzeit of Goldie Sugarman & 
Philip Sugarman 
	 Helene Pretter 
Yahrzeit of Harry Bleckman	
	 Kathy Bleckman 
Yahrzeit of Harry I. Levine &  
Bertha Levine 
	 Howard Levine 
Yahrzeit of Helen Tenenouser	
	 Barry & Jeanne Tenenouser 
Yahrzeit of Ira Sadowsky &  
Pearl Baskind Sadowsky 
	 Judith & Stewart Sadowsky 
Yahrzeit of Isadore Oshry	  
	 Elliott Oshry 
Yahrzeit of Jeanne Ruth Mandrus	
	 Jan & Howard Engelberg 
Yahrzeit of Jeremy Irwin Adelman	
	 Herbert Adelman 
 
 

Yahrzeit of Joseph Goldstein & 
Dora Goldstein 
	 Daniel & Barbara Shapira 
Yahrzeit of Laura Michelle Colker	
	 Alan & Lynne Colker 
Yahrzeit of Lawrence Schneirov	
	 Shirley Schneirov 
Yahrzeit of Leah Rabner 
	 Donna Rabner 
Yahrzeit of Leonard Shulan	 
	 Ilene Shulan 
Yahrzeit of Linda Bushkoff		
	 Heather, Richard, Nate, Jonah,  
	 & Rose Rattner 
Yahrzeit of Lois Gibson 
	 Rabbi James & Barbara Gibson 
Yahrzeit of Louis Lenson 
	 Stuart & Janice Smith 
Yahrzeit of LouRae Sprowls-White	
	 Dawn Haber 
Yahrzeit of Margalit Kompano	
	 Etty Reut 
Yahrzeit of Margaret Levine	
	 Molly Levine & Family 
Yahrzeit of Martha Moskovitz	
	 Linda Bernstein 
Yahrzeit of Mary Ann Stevenson	
	 Perry & Lora Sigesmund 
Yahrzeit of Mel Kurs 
	 The Kurs-Lasky Family 
Yahrzeit of Melvin “Bunny” Cooper 
	 Melvin & Bette Spokane 
Yahrzeit of Melvin Bodek 
	 Jay Silberblatt & Lori Sisson 
Yahrzeit of Milton M. Smith	
	 Stuart & Janice Smith 
Yahrzeit of Milton Smith 
	 The Spirer Family 
Yahrzeit of Norma Stockman	
	 Marlene Goldstein 
Yahrzeit of Norman Rabner	
	 Arlene & Steven Sablowsky 
Yahrzeit of Norman Rabner	
	 Donna Rabner 
Yahrzeit of Peter Dozzi &  
Sam Labovitz 
	 Donald & Janet Landis 
Yahrzeit of Rebecca Silverman	
	 Lee & Myrna Silverman 
Yahrzeit of Rose Dameshek	 
	 Lee & Michelle Dameshek 
Yahrzeit of Rose Lipsitz 
	 Marc & Kathleen Lipsitz 
Yahrzeit of Sam Stein 
	 Alvin Stein 
Yahrzeit of Samuel D. Moll	 
	 Arthur & Barbara Grossman 
Yahrzeit of Samuel N. Goldman	
	 Margie Goldman 
Yahrzeit of Samuel Reidbord	
	 Marvin & Ruth Reidbord 
Yahrzeit of Sara R. Levy 
	 Bill Stang 
 

Yahrzeit of Sarah Chaikin	  
	 Alexandra Leyzerovich 
Yahrzeit of Scott Penner	  
	 Iva, Kristo, & Marco Penner 
Yahrzeit of Shana L. King	  
	 Judith & Stewart Sadowsky &  
	 Abby Bolton 
Yahrzeit of Shirley Alexander	
	 Marilee Glick 
Yahrzeit of Shirley Lieberman	
	 Marilyn Rattner 
Yahrzeit of Sidney Baker 
	 Karen Jackson & Wendy Baker 
Yahrzeit of Silbert Moritz 
	 Lowell Moritz 
Yahrzeit of Stanley Fried 
	 Peggy Fried & Fred Whelan 
Yahrzeit of Stephen Postelnek	
	 Deborah Freedman 
Yahrzeit of Tzivia Pineles 
	 Hanita Kossowsky 
Yahrzeit of Walter Rudov 
	 Diane Rudov

Rabbi Fellman Discretionary 
In Appreciation of Our Wedding 
	 Daniella Kohan &  
	 Benjamin Leubitz 
In Appreciation of Rabbi Fellman	
	 Chuck Moellenberg, Jr. &  
	 Karen Moellenberg 
	 Jack Twersky 
	 Marcia Morton 
	 Sandy Snyder 
In Honor of Helene	  
	 Betty Lou Margolis 
In Honor of Jacob Fellman’s Bar 
Mitzvah	 
	 Elliott Oshry 
	 Penny & Harvey BrodeIn  
	 Rhoda Dorfzaun 
Richard & Natalie Berger 
	 Esther Nathanson 
	 Scott & Tricia Fullerton 
In Memory of Adora’s Mother	
	 Hanita Kossowsky 
In Memory of Chuck Mahan	
	 Elaine & Todd Miller 
In Memory of Philip Fireman	
	 Hanita Kossowsky 
In Memory of Thomas Morton	
	 Arlene Smith 
In Memory of Tom Morton	 
	 Hanita Kossowsky 
Special Birthday of Selma Ryave	
	 David Dorfman

Rabbi Gorban Discretionary 
In Appreciation	  
	 Davidene Aplart 
	 Florence & Beverly Lipscher 
	 Jeffrey Feryus 
	 Phyllis Baskin 
 
 

In Honor of Our Wedding	 
	 Rebekah Malkin &  
	 Jordon Yeager 
In Memory of Sheila Podolsky Sittig 
	 Mr. & Mrs. William Sittig

Ryave Children’s Library Fund	
In Memory of Sheila Sittig	  
	 Selma P. Ryave &  
	 Rosalyn Richman 
In Memory of Sheila Sittig	  
	 Selma P. Ryave &  
	 Rosalyn Richman 
Special Birthday of Rosalyn Richman 
	 Selma P. Ryave &  
	 Rosalyn Richman

Schwarz Fund for the Future 
In Honor of Bob Kraut’s Promotion 
	 Frank & Carolyn Schwarz 
In Honor of Drew Barkley 
	 Frank & Carolyn Schwarz 
In Honor of Joe Weinkle	  
	 Frank & Carolyn Schwarz 
In Honor of Susan Blackman’s 
Retirement	  
	 Frank & Carolyn Schwarz 
In Memory of Thomas Morton	
	 Frank & Carolyn Schwarz

Security Fund 
In Memory of Lois Berman & 
Sandi Bart 
	 Suzan & David Hauptman  
	 & Family 
In Memory of Norman Leer 
	 Stephen & Adora Holstein 
In Memory of Sarah Chaikin	
	 Robert Kraut & Aya Betensky

Tikkun Olam Center Fund 
In Honor of Ronnie Cook Zuhlke	
	 George & Laura Arnold 
	 Shirley & Steve Tannenbaum 
In Memory of Sheila Podolsky Sittig 
	 Betsy Bloom Freed 
In Memory of Tom Morton	 
	 Lynn Naman

Vegetable Garden Fund 
In Memory of Robert J. Herbert, Sr. 
	 Esther Nathanson & Family

Weinkle Fund for the Future	
In Memory of Agnes Rocher	
	 Joseph & Phyllis Weinkle 
In Memory of Robert J. Herbert, Sr. 
	 Joseph & Phyllis Weinkle 
In Memory of Shelia Sittig		
	 Joseph & Phyllis Weinkle 
In Memory of Thomas Morton	
	 Joseph & Phyllis Weinkle 

We apologize in advance for 
any omissions that may occur.
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As our year of celebrating SINAI 75 comes to an end, 
we want to end on a special note. Longtime congre-
gant and former bookkeeper, Selma Ryave, shares 
remembrances from her 70 years with Temple Sinai.

When I think of Temple Sinai, I have contrasting moments, 
mostly some good and happy times but also some sad times. 
I have been there through every Rabbi except interim Rabbi 
Crystal during my nearly 70 years of membership.

I came to Temple Sinai in 1952, needing a job and applying 
for the position of bookkeeper. Jules Diamondstone z”l, as 
treasurer, interviewed me. By the end of the interview, the 
job was mine. Though it was considered to be a part-time 
job with fewer hours required at certain times of the year, 
I was pleased to have several benefits: in addition to my 
monthly salary of $150, I was given a reduced-cost mem-
bership; and my two daughters, Rosalyn and Cheryl, would 
be able to attend religious and Hebrew classes.

Mark Shaffer was the president and Rabbi Burton Levinson, 
the Temple’s first rabbi; they moved on several years after 
my affiliation. Freda Leff, the Rabbi’s and Temple’s first  
secretary, and I were the only office staff for membership  
of about 350 families. When Rabbi Aaron B. Ilson became 
the second rabbi, the emphasis was on obtaining more 
members, and that emphasis was able to reach desired 
goals. By that time, Pauline Ostroff became the Religious 
School Director, a position she held for many years. Frances 

Silverman, formerly Temple’s  
Nursery School aide, became  
Pauline’s assistant. Pauline,  
Freda, Fran, and I became  
lifelong friends continuing  
even when we no longer were  
working together.

Speaking of Temple’s Nursery  
School, this was a true story  
as conveyed by Liesel Ehrlich,  
the school’s director. One day,  
a Temple member, whose  
grandson attended our nursery school, took his grandchild 
out for lunch. He asked his grandchild how he liked nursery 
school, and the child said he did not like it at all! The grand-
father was surprised and asked why he did not like nursery 
school, and the child replied, “Well, I don’t like Jews!”  
At least that is what the grandfather thought he heard.  
The grandfather then asked the child why he didn’t like 
Jews, and the child replied, “Well, on Mondays they give 
us orange Jews, on Tuesdays they give us grape Jews, on 
Wednesdays they give us tomato Jews, on Thursdays they 
give us pineapple Jews, and on Fridays they give us vegeta-
ble Jews…and I do not like Jews!!” No longer puzzled  
or concerned, the grandfather had a big laugh.

You can read more of Selma’s memories at  
www.TempleSinaiPGH.org/Sinai75.

SINAI 75 MEMORIES FROM SELMA P. RYAVE

We invite you to join us for (almost)  
monthly movie night featuring a variety  
of movies with Jewish themes. 

Saturday, June 11, 7 PM, Free, Zoom 
“Shiva Baby,” is a 2020 thrilling comedy  
about a bisexual Jewish woman caught  
in between her sugar daddy and her  
ex-girlfriend. (78 minutes)

Contact Sunshine Figlio, program coordinator, at 
Sunshine@TempleSinaiPGH.org or (412) 421-9715 ext. 121 
with any questions.

Register at www.TempleSinaiPGH.org.

MOVIE NIGHT & DISCUSSION
We are so proud of our graduating Confirmation 
Class of 2022/5782!

They will lead an original service for Erev Shavuot on 
Saturday, June 4 at 7 PM. 

We congratulate the Confirmation Class &  
their parents:

•	 Dora Gordon, child of Darcy & Mike Gordon

•	 Jonah Maxwell Hart, child of Lorien & Christopher Hart

•	 Louise Claire Landis, child of Kendra Coyle &  
John Landis

•	 Elana Miriam Padnos, child of Bill Padnos & Shari Back

2022 CONFIRMATION CLASS
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OF BLESSED MEMORY (MARCH & APRIL)

OUR SACRED COMMUNITY

SIMCHAH

Mazal Tov to Temple Sinai custodian Rodney Harrison and 
Seronte Carpenter Williams on the birth of their daughter, 
Divine, on April 30.

Mazal Tov to Robert Kraut, who was elevated to the rank 
of University Professor, the highest distinction available to 
faculty at Carnegie Mellon University.

Mazal Tov to Debra Rubinstein on the birth of her grand-
son, Ezra Reed Friedman, on April 1. Parents are Susannah 
Glick and Bryan Friedman. Big brother is Judah Mason 
Friedman.  

Mazal Tov to Amy and Jeffrey Scott on the engagement 
of their daughter, Jamie Beth Scott and Benjamin Martin 
Woodger Ridgeway. Jamie is the granddaughter of Linda 
and the late Leonard Bernstein and the late Maxine and  
Bill Scott.

Mazal Tov to Susan and William Cohen who received 
the Education Vanguard Award from NEED at their annual 
scholarship awards dinner on March 24. NEED’s vision is 
to be a catalyst for change that transforms the outcomes of 
underserved youth in the Greater Pittsburgh area by devel-
oping college bound, civic-minded leaders.

A big THANK YOU to all our volunteers who put the FUN 
into Purim. Carnival volunteers: Brian Burke; Lauren Burke; 
Kendra Coyle and John, Charlotte, Louise, and Amelia 
Landis; Jennifer and Mara Bett; Reuven, Todd, Hunter, and 
Juniper Knight; Carol Woolford; Eileen Kraus Dobratz;  
Harton Wolf; Joe Weinkle; George Small; Leon Edelsack;  
Bill Padnos; and Todd Miller. Shpiel volunteers: Ellen  
Keeney; Barbara Gibson; Suzie and David Hauptman;  
Jennifer Bett; Sheree Lichtenstein; Samantha Skobel;  
Elizabeth and Rachel Collura; Darcy and Mike Gordon; 
Rachel Kudrick; Nate and Rachel Goldblatt; Jane Mendlow; 
Esther Nathanson; Kate Passarelli; and Roger Rafson.  
Latke-Hamantash Debate volunteers: Philip Lehman;  
Jeanette Trauth; Adam Leibovich; Mike Tarr; and Charlie 
White

Mazal Tov to Paul J. Wossidlo, son of Lenore P. and Paul R. 
Wossidlo, who graduated from Penn State Behrend on May 
6, with a bachelor’s degree in mechanical engineering.

Mazal Tov to Executive Director Drew Barkley’s son Henry, 
who graduated from the University of Maine School of Law 
in May.

Joseph Spirer & Ada Davis

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

HAVE GOOD NEWS?  
Email the details to Tami Prine,  

Marketing & Communications Director,  
at Tami@TempleSinaiPGH.org to share  

with your Temple Sinai community.

MAZAL TOV! B’NEI MITZVAH

Saturday, June 11
B’nei Mitzvah of Liora Blitstein
Child of Gidon & Dana Blitstein 

Those who live no more echo still within our thoughts and 
words, and what they did is part of what we have become. 
� ~ Gates of Prayer 

Norman Leer, brother of Florence Chapman

Yale Rosenstein, cousin of Judi Hirsh

Robert Herbert, Sr., father-in-law of Rachel (Mary Herbert) 
Kudrick

Earl Aussenberg, partner of Phyllis Baskin

Sheila Podolsky Sittig, wife of Michael Sittig

Agnes Rocher

Charles “Chuck” Mahan, husband of Judy Rulin Mahan;  
father of Matthew Mahan; brother-in-law of Elliott (Paula)  
Rulin

Michael Mallinger, husband of Nancy Schwartz Mallinger; 
father of Rob (Sarita) Mallinger

Anabeth Dollins, mother of Elizabeth (Aaron) Goldberg; 
grandmother of Felix and Jenna



5505 FORBES AVENUE 
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Saturday, Aug. 22,  
7:30 PM

Temple Sinai is an inclusive community that embraces, supports, and values all 
people, regardless of ability or needs, to participate in every aspect of our Reform 
Jewish synagogue life. For more information or to request an accommodation,  
contact Judy Rulin Mahan at (412) 421-9715 ext. 110 or Judy@TempleSinaiPGH.org.

Rabbi Daniel J. Fellman 
Senior Rabbi

Rabbi Keren Gorban, RJE 
Associate Rabbi

Rabbi James A. Gibson, MAHL, DD 
Emeritus Rabbi

Drew Barkley, FTA	  
Executive Director

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Alison R. Yazer, President
Stephen Jurman, 1st Vice President
Elizabeth Collura, 2nd Vice President
Josh Lederer, 3rd Vice President
Mara Kaplan, Treasurer
Marcie Solomon, Assistant Treasurer

Morgan Faeder, Secretary
Lynn Rubenson, Financial Secretary
Saul Straussman,  
Immediate Past President
Philip Lehman, PhD, Past President

Friday, August 5, 7 PM  
Mostly Musical Shabbat Evening Service  
with Rabbi Daniel Fellman, Cantor David Reinwald, 
and the Temple Sinai Band

Sunday, August 28, 4 PM 
Welcome Back Picnic

Saturday, September 17 S’lichot Service

Sunday, September 18 Service of Remembrance 
at Temple Sinai Memorial Park

Join us as we celebrate the  

disAbility Task Force
 

Open Doors Award 2022  

Shabbat Evening Service  
with a special oneg reception 
Friday, June 17, 2022, 7 PM

Event Chairs:  
Carol & Rick Rosenthal


