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Upcoming Dor Tikvah Events 
June 24: Breakfast minyan. Speaker will be Councilman Keith 
Waring talking about West Ashley revitalization. Councilman 
Waring will lead a discussion panel that will include Councilman 
Marvin Wagner and Councilman Harry Griffin. (Councilman 
Waring's district covers the area that includes Dor Tikvah.)  
Shacharit at 8:30am | (free) delicious hot breakfast at 9:15am | 
followed by the panel discussion. 

Contact Charles Steinert to RSVP for the breakfast.  

Refuah Shelema 
Yechil Yeshiahu ben Fradel 
Robert Levinson 
Hodel bat Raozel (Linda Kirshstein) 
Yehudit Elisheva bat Miriam Leah 

Claret (Kate Kalin Tobakos) 
Laella bat Simcha 
Talia bat Shoshana 
Yosef Tzvi ben Chaya 
Blooma bat Chaya Sara (Bertha 

Hoffman) 
Miriam bat Mazal 
Mordechai Yehuda Zelig ben Ettel 

(Marvin Katzen) 
Bear Phillips 

Tzvi Hirsch ben Pesha (Howard 
Hoffman) 

Boaz Moshe ben Golda Tamar 
Moshe ben Chava 
Sura bat Oudis 
Linda Milligan 
Shmuel Zalman ben Shoshana 
Chaya Leiba bat Nehama Beryl 

(Helen F. Piver) 
Tinok ben Chaika Raizel 
Yocheved Koplowitz 
Robert Binder 
Reuven Schneur ben Sarah 
Elisheva bat Noach 

Life Cycle 
Birthday Yahrzeit 
! Truere Rothschild (6/29) 
 

! Dorothy Muriel Cohen 
Henriques, grandmother of 
Jennifer Phillips (6/27) 

! Virginia Rosefield, 
grandmother of David 
Rosenberg (6/29) 

Contributions 
 
 

We appreciate all contributions - those of $10 or more will be acknowledged 
here. Contributions in support of CDT, can be made at, DorTikvah.org or by 
check to Congregation Dor Tikvah | PO Box 80301 | Charleston, SC 29416 
 

 

Parshat Chukat 

Service Times 
Friday, June 22  
7:00 pm - Mincha 

7:02 pm – Earliest Candle Lighting 
8:13 pm – Late Candle Lighting 

Saturday, June 23 
9:00 am – Shacharit 

(9:47 am – Latest preferable time to say the shema) 
10:00 am – Shabbat Morning Youth Groups 

10:30 am – Youth Tefilla Begins 
 

7:00 pm – Parsha Shiur 
7:45 pm – Mincha 

9:15 pm – Havdalah 
 

Kiddush/Lunch Sponsor: 
Danielle Bellack in honor of her husband, Jason's, birthday, as 

well as their 10th wedding anniversary 
June 30 - Abby Leibowitz Pearson to welcome her new niece 
Edie Rose Engel and Edie’s parents.  
Jul 7 – Rhoda Sigman in memory of her beloved husband 
Theodore Sigman 
Jul 14 – Available 

Jul 21 - Available 
 

Please consider marking a special event in your life by sponsoring a 
Kiddush. Contact Lenny Zucker at lenbarbz@alum.mit.edu. Regular 

Kiddush is $150. Shabbat Academy Kiddush/Lunch is $275. 

Weekday Services 
Mincha/Maariv services Monday and Wednesday at 6:40 pm.  

Regular Classes 
(Classes at the Dor Tikvah House. Park in the Shul parking lot, not the house.) 

Torah Study @ 7:30pm on Sundays – The Avraham Stories – 
Final class of the season 

Lunchtime Talmud @ noon on Thursdays (With Facebook Live 
access. Please contact Rabbi@DorTikvah.org with questions.) 

Dor Tikvah Youth Programs 
For programming updates visit www.dortikvah.org/youth 

  
www.facebook.com/DorTikvah  

  

 
@DorTikvah 



 

Parshat Chukat 
Rabbi Kalman Packouz | Aish HaTorah  

Last week's story about testing the Almighty reminded me of the time I met with one of our supporters, a personal injury attorney, for lunch. At the end 
of the meal I asked him if he would please renew his support of $2,000 again this year. He told me that he could give $500, but was unable to give what 
he gave the previous year because of a whole list of reasons. I graciously thanked him for his continued support and then asked him, "What would it take 
for you to be able to give the other $1500 to continue your level of support from last year? He thought for a moment and then said, "I'd need to make 
$400,000 this year." And I said, "Great! We have a deal!" I then asked him, "By the way, what did you make last year?" He replied, "Under $200,000." 

A ridiculous deal? Maybe. But when you are a fundraiser, you quickly learn to trust in G-d. Anything can happen. One sees miracles when he fundraises 
for a cause. My attitude is also colored by an old Jewish tale of a king whose best friend embezzled money from the treasury. The king was loathe to 
commit his old friend to death, though he knew that he had an obligation to the laws of the kingdom and respect for the law to do it. In order to delay the 
inevitable, the king decreed that his friend had one year to teach the king's horse to sing ... and if he failed only then would he be put to death. 

The embezzler was thrilled. The guard asked him, "Why are you so happy? Didn't you hear? You're condemned to death!" The embezzler replied,  Many 
things can happen in a year. - the horse could die, the king could die, I could die. And who knows, I might even succeed to teach the horse to sing!" Such 
is the attitude of a fundraiser -- trust in G-d and anything can happen! 

During the year I made every effort to keep in contact with the donor. I called. I sent information and interesting books. He didn't take one call or return 
one message. He never responded to anything I sent. At the end of the year I wrote to enquire how his year was and the status of our deal. No answer to 
my letter. I figured that there was probably a good reason and perhaps eventually I'd find out. 

March 15th of the next year his secretary called me requesting a lunch meeting with me for her boss. I figured he must have a personal problem and that 
he needs my help. Why else would he want to meet with me after ignoring me for a year?  On March 17th we had an enjoyable lunch together with lots of 
"small talk". Towards the end of lunch he asks, "Do you remember our deal?" "Yes," I replied. "Well, I didn't make $400,000," he continued, "I made 
over $500,000 (later he told me that he made $750,000!). And I asked myself, 'Was this a coincidence or was it because of my deal with the rabbi?' I 
decided that I wasn't going to pay you so quickly to see what would happen. It was the worst financial quarter of any year since I graduated from law 
school. So, I decided I would fulfill my word and pay my obligation. And I want you to know, rabbi, that since I made that decision my phone has been 
ringing off the hook and I have more business than I can handle." He then handed me the check. 

I graciously accepted the check, extended my hand to shake his hand and thanked him for his company, for lunch and for his generous contribution. He 
said, "Well, I guess that's about it." I responded, "There's still one more question". He asked, "What? Will I do the deal again next year?" "No," I replied, 
"the question is ... 'How much money do you want to make next year?' " (And we made another deal!) 

The Torah tells us that we are not to test G-d ("Do not test the Lord your G-d" -- Deuteronomy 6:16) ... except in one thing -- tzedakah (charity). The 
Torah states, "Tithe, you shall certainly tithe." The Talmud (Ta'anis 8b-9a) asks the meaning of the double expression ("ahsair t'ahsair"). Rabbi 
Yochanan teaches that there is a homiletic lesson based on a play of words (in the Hebrew): 'Tithe so that you will become wealthy!" Rabbi Yochanan 
then brought support from the prophet Malachi (3:10): "Bring all the tithes to the storehouse, so that there may be food in My House (for those who serve 
in the Holy Temple), and you may test Me now through this, says the Almighty, the Master of Legions, if I will not open for you windows of the sky, and 
pour blessings for you without limit." Thus we see that one may test the Almighty -- in one area only, that of tzedakah (charity). And not only that, but 
we see that the reward for testing in this area is that the Almighty will pour out upon you blessings without limit for what you give!  

Parsha Summary 
Another week of action, adventure and mystery as the Jewish people wander the desert in their 38th year. First, the laws of the red heifer (Parah 
Adumah), which was burnt with cedar wood, hyssop and scarlet thread. The ashes were then used in a purification ceremony for those who had come in 
contact with the dead. Strangely enough, all who were involved in the making of the ashes became ritually impure, but all who were sprinkled with them 
became ritually pure. It is a lesson that we must do the commandments even if we can't understand them. G-d decreed the commandments. They are for 
our benefit. We may not always know why. 

Miriam, Moshe's sister and a prophetess, dies. The portable well which had accompanied the Israelites on her merit, ceased to flow. Once again the 
people rebelled against Moshe and Aharon because of the lack of water. The Almighty tells Moshe to speak to the rock for water. Moshe gets angry and 
hits the rock (instead of speaking to it) and water rushes forth. However, the Almighty punishes Moshe and Aharon for not sanctifying Him by forbidding 
their entry into the land of Israel. (It pays to follow instructions and to withhold anger!) 

Aharon dies. His son, Elazar, is appointed the new High Priest. The Canaanite king of Arad attacks the Israelites and later is soundly defeated. Then 
there is another rebellion over the food and water, which is answered by a plague of poisonous snakes. Moshe prays for the people and is instructed by G-
d to put the image of a snake on a high pole. All who saw it would think of G-d, repent and live. 

The Israelites then annihilate the Amorites and Bashanites who not only would not let us pass peacefully through their lands, but attacked us. There are 
many questions which need to be asked. Please consult the original work and a good commentary. 

Dvar Torah based on Growth Through Torah by Rabbi Zelig Pliskin 
Regarding the Cohen (the priest) who administers the purification process with the ashes of the Red Heifer, the Torah writes: "And the priest is impure 
until the evening" (Numbers 19:7). 

Rabbi Yitzchok of Vorki taught that the essence of the Parah Aduma, Red Cow (that is, the whole procedure of purifying those who were spiritually 
impure) is the concept of "Love your neighbor." His grandson, Rabbi Mendel of Vorki explained that this is because the Cohen (who was involved in the 
purification process) becomes impure himself through the process which purifies the person who came to him. When someone forfeits in order to help 
someone else, that is the ultimate in love for one's fellow human being. 

A person who is not willing to make any sacrifices for other people will always find reasons why it is too difficult for him to do acts of kindness for 
others. To help others takes time, energy and money. However, when someone truly loves another person, he feels pleasure in all the sacrifices that he 
makes for him. The greater your love for someone, the more sacrifices you are willing to make. Therefore, the test of your level of love for your fellow 
human being is the amount of sacrifices you are willing to make. A person who is not willing to make any sacrifices shows that he lacks love for others. 


