
 

 

Lech Lecha 
October 20, 2018 (Cheshvan 12, 5779) 

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Dor Tikvah Events 
Oct 25, 7pm – Community-Wide Women’s Challah Bake: Join us for an 

evening of fun and friendship as the Mega Challah Bake goes PINK in 

honor of our breast cancer survivors. Tickets are $18. Sponsor Tickets are 

$180 (seats 2). Pink Table Sponsor $360 (seats 8). 

Oct 26 - Friday night dinner in conjunction with The Shabbos Project. 

RSVP at www.dortikvah.org by 10/23. Sponsorship opportunities 

available. 

Oct 28 - Breakfast minyan and speaker, Shai Bibas, the Community 

Shaliach (Emissary). 

Nov 3 – TOTally Tot Shabbat 

Refuah Shelema 
Yechil Yeshiahu ben Fradel 

Robert Levinson 

Hodel bat Raozel (Linda Kirshstein) 

Yehudit Elisheva bat Miriam Leah 

Claret (Kate Kalin Tobakos) 

Laella bat Simcha 

Talia bat Shoshana 

Blooma bat Chaya Sara (Bertha 

Hoffman) 

Miriam bat Mazal  

Bear Phillips 

Yisrael ben Chaya 

Boaz Moshe ben Golda Tamar  

Linda Milligan 

Shmuel Zalman ben Shoshana 

Yocheved Koplowitz 

Zelig Aharon HaLevi ben Miriam 

Valerie Armour 

Aryeh Chaim Simcha ben Yael 

Bracha (Teddy Mocle Levine)  

Leah Gittel bat Nahama Beryl 

v'Moshe HaCohen (Leah 

Chase) 

Tovah Rivka bat Esther 

Yisrael Haynu Ben Shimon 

Avraham 

Elijah Myer ben Malkah 

Aryeh Lev ben Sarah (Arthur 

Diamond) 

Life Cycle 
Birthday 

 Samantha Goldberg 

(10/24) 

 Marian Yarus (10/26) 

Yahrzeit 

 John Bert Lefkowitz, 

father of Fran Grossman 

(10/20) 

 

Contributions 
In Honor of 

 The Dedication of the Shul 

by Sharon & Dennis 

Feinberg 

 Leah Chase by Binky 

Cohen 

Building Fund 

 Craig Berendt 

In Memory of 

 Dan Yarus by Barbie & 

Lenny Zucker 
 

 

Other 

 William Olasov 

 Elliot & Rosette Lipson 

 

Service Times 
Friday, October 19 
6:24 pm – Candle Lighting 

6:25 pm - Mincha 

 

Saturday, October 20 
9:00 am – Shacharit 

(10:16 am – Latest preferable time to say the shema) 

10:00 am – Shabbat Morning Youth Groups 

10:30 am – Youth Tefilah Begins 

Noon - Picnic and a Playdate, generously sponsored by the 

Berendt Family: Join us for an outdoor family Shabbat lunch 

with games, activities and relay race like you’ve never seen 

before – open to all ages - prior reservations preferred 
 

5:10 pm – Parsha Shiur 

5:55 pm – Mincha 

7:19 pm – Havdalah 

Kiddush Sponsor: 
The Berendt Family in celebration of Andrea and Ira Berendt's 

50th wedding anniversary 

 

Oct 27 – Greg Yarus in Celebration of Marian's, Sarah-Rachel's 

and Rosalyn's October birthdays 

Nov 3 – Barbara and Lenny Zucker in memory of Lenny’s uncle, 

Julius M. “Bubba” Zucker, and grandfather, Joseph Zucker, at 

yahrzeit time 

Nov 10 – Available 

Nov 17 – Available 

 
Please consider marking a special event in your life by sponsoring a 

Kiddush. Contact Lenny Zucker at lenbarbz@alum.mit.edu. Regular 

Kiddush is $150. Shabbat Academy Kiddush/Lunch is $275. 

Weekday Services 
Mincha/Maariv services at Dor Tikvah on  

Monday and Wednesday at 6:15 pm.  

Regular Classes 
Torah Study – The Avraham Stories – resumes this Sunday. 

Lunchtime Talmud - Thursdays at noon (with Facebook Live 

access is on. Please contact Rabbi@DorTikvah.org with 

questions.) 

Dor Tikvah Youth Programs 
Information about our youth programs is available at 

www.dortikvah.org/youth 
 

  

 

http://www.dortikvah.org/youth


 

 

Abraham’s Journey: Four Dimensions To be a child of Abraham is to have the courage to be different, to challenge the 

idols of the age. 

Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks | Aish HaTorah  

Within the first words that G-d addresses to the bearer of a new covenant, there are already hints as to the nature of the heroism he would come to 

embody. The multi-layered command “Lech lecha – go forth” contains the seeds of Abraham’s ultimate vocation. 

Rashi, following an ancient exegetic tradition, translates the phrase as “Journey for yourself.”1 According to him, G-d is saying “Travel for your 

own benefit and good. There I will make you into a great nation; here you will not have the merit of having children.” Sometimes we have to 

give up our past in order to acquire a future. In his first words to Abraham, G-d was already intimating that what seems like a sacrifice is, in the 

long run, not so. Abraham was about to say goodbye to the things that mean most to us – land, birthplace and parental home, the places where we 

belong. He was about to make a journey from the familiar to the unfamiliar, a leap into the unknown. To be able to make that leap involves trust 

– in Abraham’s case, trust not in visible power but in the voice of the invisible G-d. At the end of it, however, Abraham would discover that he 

had achieved something he could not have done otherwise. He would give birth to a new nation whose greatness consisted precisely in the ability 

to live by that voice and create something new in the history of mankind. “Go for yourself” – believe in what you can become. 

Another interpretation, more midrashic, takes the phrase to mean “Go with yourself” – meaning, by travelling from place to place you will extend 

your influence not over one land but many: 

When the Holy One said to Abraham, “Leave your land, your birthplace and your father’s house...” what did Abraham resemble? A jar of scent 

with a tight-fitting lid put away in a corner so that its fragrance could not go forth. As soon as it was moved from that place and opened, its 

fragrance began to spread. So the Holy One said to Abraham, “Abraham, many good deeds are in you. Travel about from place to place, so that 

the greatness of your name will go forth in My world.” 

Abraham was commanded to leave his place in order to testify to the existence of a G-d not bounded by place – Creator and Sovereign of the 

entire universe. Abraham and Sarah were to be like perfume, leaving a trace of their presence wherever they went. Implicit in this midrash is the 

idea that the fate of the first Jews already prefigured that of their descendants who would be scattered throughout the world in order to spread 

knowledge of G-d throughout the world. Unusually, exile is seen here not as punishment but as a necessary corollary of a faith that sees G-d 

everywhere. Lech lecha means “Go with yourself” – your beliefs, your way of life, your faith. 

A third interpretation, this time more mystical, takes the phrase to mean, “Go to yourself.” The Jewish journey, said R. David of Lelov, is a 

journey to the root of the soul. In the words of R. Zushya of Hanipol, “When I get to heaven, they will not ask me, why were you not Moses? 

They will ask me, Zushya, why were you not Zushya?” Abraham was being asked to leave behind all the things that make us someone else – for 

it is only by taking a long and lonely journey that we discover who we truly are. “Go to yourself.” 

There is, however, a fourth interpretation: “Go by yourself.” Only a person willing to stand alone, singular and unique, can worship the G-d who 

is alone, singular and unique. Only one able to leave behind the natural sources of identity – home, family, culture and society – can encounter  

G-d who stands above and beyond nature. A journey into the unknown is one of the greatest possible expressions of freedom. G-d wanted 

Abraham and his children to be a living example of what it is to serve the G-d of freedom, in freedom, for the sake of freedom. 

Lech Lecha means: Leave behind you all that makes human beings predictable, unfree, delimited. Leave behind the social forces, the familial 

pressures, the circumstances of your birth. Abraham’s children were summoned to be the people that defied the laws of nature because they 

refused to define themselves as the products of nature. That is not to say that economic or biological or psychological forces have no part to play 

in human behavior. They do. But with sufficient imagination, determination, discipline and courage we can rise above them. Abraham did. So, at 

most times, did his children. 

Those who live within the laws of history are subject to the laws of history. Whatever is natural, said Maimonides, is subject to disintegration and 

decline. That is what has happened to virtually every civilization that has appeared on the world’s stage. Abraham, however, was to become the 

father of an am olam, an eternal people, that would neither decay nor decline, a people willing to stand outside the laws of nature. What for other 

nations are innate – land, home, family – in Judaism are subjects of religious command. They have to be striven for. They involve a journey. 

They are not given at the outset, nor can they be taken for granted. Abraham was to leave behind the things that make most people and peoples 

what they are, and lay the foundations for a land, a Jewish home and a family structure, responsive not to economic forces, biological drives and 

psychological conflicts but to the word and will of G-d. 

Lech Lecha in this sense means being prepared to take an often lonely journey: “Go by yourself.” To be a child of Abraham is to have the 

courage to be different, to challenge the idols of the age, whatever the idols and whichever the age. In an era of polytheism, it meant seeing the 

universe as the product of a single creative will – and therefore not meaningless but coherent and meaningful. In an era of slavery, it meant 

refusing to accept the status quo in the name of G-d, but instead challenging it in the name of G-d. When power was worshipped, it meant 

constructing a society that cared for the powerless, the widow, orphan and stranger. During centuries in which the mass of mankind was sunk in 

ignorance, it meant honoring education as the key to human dignity and creating schools to provide universal literacy. When war was the test of 

manhood, it meant striving for peace. In ages of radical individualism like today, it means knowing that we are not what we own but what we 

share; not what we buy but what we give; that there is something higher than appetite and desire – namely the call that comes to us, as it came to 

Abraham, from outside ourselves, summoning us to make a contribution to the world. 

 “Jews,” wrote Andrew Marr, “really have been different; they have enriched the world and challenged it.” It is that courage to travel alone if 

necessary, to be different, to swim against the tide, to speak in an age of relativism of the absolutes of human dignity under the sovereignty of  

G-d, that was born in the words Lech Lecha. To be a Jew is to be willing to hear the still, small voice of eternity urging us to travel, move, go on 

ahead, continuing Abraham’s journey toward that unknown destination at the far horizon of hope. 

Shabbat Shalom 


