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Upcoming Events 
Jan 20 at 10 am - Tu B'shvat Tikkun Olam - at the Lowcountry 
Food Bank.  
Jan 27 – Breakfast Minyan with guest speaker, Scott Morgan on the 
topic of Sahel area of Africa requesting help for security from Israel. 
8:30 Minyan | 9:00 Breakfast and Program. RSVP to Charles Steinert. 
Feb 10 - Save the Date - Not Your Bubbie's Shakshuka - Early bird 
tickets end Feb 1st. Sponsorship opportunities are available. Visit our 
website at dortikvah.org. 

Community Events 
Jan 21 – 5:30-7:00 – Shawarma / Falafel Dinner and Tu B'shvat 
Activities - $18 / $15 / $50 per family - Money raised goes toward the 
8th grade trip to Israel - For reservations call 843-571-1105. 

Jan 27 - 7 pm - Screening of Names Not Numbers at Synagogue 
EmanuEl - In honor of International Holocaust Remembrance Day, 
our local Jewish teens invite you to participate in this exclusive 
screening of their documentary. 

Jan 31 – 7:30 pm – Three Rabbi Panel: Jewish Views on Sexuality 
- Join with Jewish Studies and members of the community as Rabbis 
Greg Kanter (KKBE), Adam Rosenbaum (Emanu-El), and Michael 
Davies (Dor Tikvah) discuss this topic. Sponsor: Yaschik/Arnold 
Jewish Studies Program 

Refuah Shelema 
Yechil Yeshiahu ben Fradel 
Robert Levinson 
Hodel bat Raozel (Linda Kirshstein) 
Yehudit Elisheva bat Miriam Leah 

Claret (Kate Kalin Tobakos) 
Laella bat Simcha 
Talia bat Shoshana 
Blooma bat Chaya Sara (Bertha 

Hoffman) 
Miriam bat Mazal  
Yisrael ben Chaya  
Yocheved Koplowitz  
Zelig Aharon HaLevi ben Miriam 
Valerie Armour 

Aryeh Chaim Simcha ben Yael 
Bracha (Teddy Mocle Levine)  

Tovah Rivka bat Esther 
Yisrael Haynu Ben Shimon 

Avraham 
Elijah Myer ben Malkah 
Jennifer Phillips 
Tzvi Aryeh ben Asnas (Howard 

Salles) 
Tinok ben Talya Chaya  
Tinoket bat Talya Chaya 
Netanel Ilan ben Shaina Tzippora 
Rhonda Cole 
Sheva bat Hensa Freyda (Lolita 

Hasid) 

Life Cycle 
Birthday 
Ø Anita Zucker (1/19) 
Ø Ellis Grossman (1/21) 
Ø Robert Katz (1/24) 

Yahrzeit 
Ø Nathan Kirshstein, grandfather 

of Nathan Kirshstein (1/20) 

Contributions 
In Honor of 
Ø Rabbi & Rebbetzin Davies by 

Walter Hus 
Ø Stuart Feldman’s Haftorah by 

Sandy & Richard Weintraub  

Kiddush in Honor of Stuart 
Feldman’s Good Health 
Ø Ira & Andrea Berendt, The 

Shanes Family 

 

We appreciate all contributions - those of $10 or more will be acknowledged here. 
Contributions in support of CDT, can be made at, DorTikvah.org or by check to 
Congregation Dor Tikvah | PO Box 80301 | Charleston, SC 29416 

Service Times 
Friday, January 18 

5:00 pm – Mincha 
5:15 pm – Candle Lighting 

Saturday, January 19 
9:00 am – Shacharit 

(9:56 am – Latest preferable time to say the shema) 
10:00 am – Shabbat Morning Youth Groups 

10:30 am – Youth Tefilah Begins 
 

4:55 pm – Mincha 
6:20 pm – Havdalah 

Kiddush Sponsor: 
Linda Scheer in memory of her mother who passed away, Jan. 19, 2001 

 

Jan 26 - Simeon Glaubach in honor of his wife Monica’s 50th birthday. 
This will be a meat luncheon. 
Feb 2 - Abby Leibowitz in honor of Thea Judith Pearson’s 4th birthday 
Feb 9 - Anita Rosenberg in honor of David and Marcie’s anniversary, 
Rachel’s birthday, and Sammy’s birthday and anniversary of his Bar 
Mitzvah 
Feb 16 - Debbie, Greg and Truere Rothschild in loving memory of Sidney 
Silverman and Ruth Baker Silverman at Yahrzeit time.   
 
Please consider marking a special event in your life by sponsoring a Kiddush. 
Contact Lenny Zucker at lenbarbz@alum.mit.edu. Regular Kiddush is $150. 

Shabbat Academy Kiddush/Lunch is $275. 

Weekday Services 
Maariv only on Monday and Wednesday at Dor Tikvah at 7:00 pm 

Regular Classes 
• Torah Study – The Avraham Stories – Sunday at 7:30 pm  

next class January 20th. 
• Lunchtime Talmud - Thursdays at noon with Facebook Live. 

• Gems of Judaism: a Weekly Dive into Jewish Concepts through the 
Lens of Sefer Daniel with Kenny Abitbol - Mondays at 7:30 pm 

with Facebook Live. 

Dor Tikvah Youth Programs 
Information about our youth programs is available at 

dortikvah.org/youth 

Life and Legacy 
Jan 24 - 7:00 pm - Shiv'im Panim: A Celebration of the Many 

Faces of Jewish LIFE & LEGACY 
Simons Recital Hall, 54 St. Philip Street 

Come hear your fellow community members share stories of their 
past, present and vision for Charleston’s Jewish future through this 
night of celebration and performance. This event is free and open to 

all; the performance will be followed by a kosher reception. 
 

Jan 21 – 7:30 pm - L&L Storytelling Workshop at Dor Tikvah 
Open to all L&L donors in preparation for the Jan 24 event. You are 
welcome to attend other workshops which are being held at other 
participating Jewish organizations throughout the week. For more 
information contact Lori Gleaton or Susan Chase. 

 



 

 

The Giving Tree: A Tu B’Shvat Insight 
 The holiday of trees celebrates the essence of life and Creation: giving. 
Rabbi Tzvi Nightingale | Aish HaTorah.com    
 

According to Jewish tradition, Tu B'Shvat is the New Year for Trees. There was a practical reason for trees to have their own designated 
New Year. As my esteemed colleague, Rabbi Kalman Packouz writes in his weekly Shabbat Shalom: 

In the times of the Temple in Jerusalem, it was used for calculating the tithing year for the fruits of trees. The Talmud tells us 
that trees stop absorbing water from the ground and instead draw nourishment from their sap on this date. How do we 
celebrate Tu B'Shvat? We eat fruit -- especially the fruits for which the Torah praises the Land of Israel: "A land of wheat and 
barley and vines (grapes) and fig trees and pomegranates; a land of olive trees and honey ... and you shall eat and be satisfied, 
and bless the Lord your G-d for the good land which He has given you" (Deut. 8:8-10). 

Trees played a central role in Creation from the very beginning according to the Torah. The story of Creation names the Tree of Life as an 
integral part of the Garden of Eden along with the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil. Adam and Eve’s downfall came from partaking 
of the one tree they were supposed to keep away from. They were subsequently booted from the Garden of Paradise - a place defined by 
trees. 

It is no accident that trees have a central role in this seminal episode of history, for if there is anything that defines the very purpose of 
Creation, it would be trees. One of the most basic lessons in G-d's creation of the world is that it was an act of total giving on G-d's part 
since an Infinite Being has no needs. G-d didn't create the world because He was bored or wanted some puny humans to praise Him. If the 
universe were to revert back to nothingness the way it was before Creation, G-d would still be the same. He does not lack anything, being 
Infinite, Whole and Perfect. Hence, Creation was a one-way street of giving by G-d to us. This is what the Talmud means when it 
declares, “The world is built on kindness.” 

As children we may have been exposed to this idea from the beautiful and moving book, The Giving Tree by Shel Silverstein. The book 
follows the lives of a boy and his apple tree. In his childhood, the boy enjoys playing with the tree, climbing her trunk, swinging from her 
branches, and eating her apples. However, as the boy grows older and his interests mature, he spends less time with the tree and tends to 
visit her only when he needs something from her at various stages of his life. In an effort to make the boy happy at each of these periods, 
the tree gives him parts of herself, which he can transform into material things. 

She provides apples that he can sell so he can make money as a young man. She provides her branches that he can build into a house 
when he is older and needs to provide for a family. She tells him to cut her trunk to make a boat when he hits middle-age and wishes to 
escape. With every act of giving, "the Tree was happy". However, after this she does not see the boy for many years until he finally 
reappears as an elderly, tired old man. By that time the tree no longer has anything to give, for all that remains is her stump. But the boy 
states that all he wants is "a quiet place to sit and rest." That is one thing the tree can still give, and so the boy sits quietly down on her 
stump, and in that simple moment, both were happy. 

On Tu B'Shvat, trees are now at a stage where they are sufficiently able to develop fruit to give. 

Giving and taking define who we are more than anything else. Giving and taking are essential to developing any relationship with 
another, but we always need to find the proper balance between the two. On the one hand we cannot just be a taker and thereby not 
develop any independence for ourselves. On the other hand, by giving too much away and of ourselves we may lose the very definition of 
who and what we are, as the sad tree did in the story. 

So, it is noteworthy that the reason the Talmud gives Tu B'Shvat as the date designated as the New Year for Trees is that trees stop 
absorbing water from the ground and instead draw nourishment from their sap. In essence on Tu B'Shvat, trees become self-sufficient so 
to speak and no longer depend on the soil. They have spent the necessary time taking and are now at a stage where they are sufficiently 
able to develop fruit to give. And this is what they do until there is no more, and they are left alone and can then repeat it all over again 
next year. 

So, let’s learn from the beloved trees to take when we need to, to give when we can and to give of whatever we may have - even if it is 
merely a stump of what you used to be - and thereby reap the happiness and joy inherent in giving. 


