
 

How is This Pesach Different from Others? 
Congregation Dor Tikvah – Rabbi Michael Davies – rabbi@dortikvah.org  

 
With Pesach beginning right after Shabbat this year, a number of our usual halakhic practices require significant 
modifications so that the various laws of Shabbat, Yom Tov, and Pesach are properly observed. Below is a basic presentation 
of how to navigate the various halakhot. As always, feel free to contact me with any questions you may have. 
 

Thursday Morning – 12 Nissan – March 25 
The Fast of the First Born 
In a typical year, the Fast of the First Born is observed on Erev Pesach. This year, as we do not fast on Shabbat (or Erev 
Shabbat, in most cases), the fast is pushed back to Thursday. As is the custom, those who need to fast render themselves 
exempt from doing so by attending a siyum the morning of the fast. We will be having a siyum after Shacharit (at 7:00 AM) 
for those who wish to attend in person (and enjoy some packaged food outside) or via Zoom 
(https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85313001661). 

 
Thursday Night – 13 Nissan – March 25 

The Search for Chametz 
In a typical year, the formal search for Chametz takes place the night before the Seder. This year, as the search cannot take 
place on Shabbat, it is to be done one day early. The blessing and “kol hamirah” are still recited as usual. It should take place 
as soon as possible after sunset at 7:35 PM (some prefer waiting for nightfall at 8:13 PM). 
 
Everything should be cleaned before this search; its essential goal is to serve as a final run-through of your home to ensure 
that nothing has been missed and that all remaining Chametz is accounted for. 
 

Friday Morning – 13 Nissan – March 26 
The Sale of Chametz 
In a typical year, the Chametz sale takes place on Erev Pesach, shortly after Chametz becomes prohibited for consumption. 
This year, as business transactions cannot take place on Shabbat, my sale will fully take effect on Friday morning. Chametz 
designated for burning and/or consumption over Shabbat (see below) will be excluded from the sale, allowing you to still 
own a small amount of Chametz for use. Because of this dynamic, you should set aside your Shabbat Chametz and have all 
of your to-be-sold Chametz in designated locations by 10:30 AM on Friday morning, the approximate time of the sale. As 
Chametz is not inherently forbidden for consumption until Shabbat morning, eating unsold Chametz is permitted all of Erev 
Shabbat. 
 
The Burning of Chametz 
In a typical year, our custom is to burn the last of our owned Chametz on the morning of Erev Pesach. This year, as we cannot 
burn Chametz on Shabbat, we instead burn some (but not all) of our remaining Chametz a day early – most use the token 
pieces of bread from the previous night’s search for this. The purpose of this practice is to maintain a degree of routine, such 
that in subsequent years, the proper practice of this mitzvah will not be forgotten. In that vein, the burning should be 
completed before the time that would be the latest time to burn Chametz were Friday truly Erev Pesach, 12:24 PM. If one 
accidentally neglects to burn some Chametz by this time, they should do so whenever they can on Friday. The final “kol 
hamirah” is not recited at this time, as some Chametz will still be retained up until the following morning for the Shabbat 
meals (see below). 
 
Laundry, Haircuts, and Shaving 
In a typical year, these preparations must be completed before midday of Erev Pesach. This year, one should finish these 
preparations before Shabbat, but there are no midday restrictions. Generally speaking, laundry, haircuts, and shaving may 
not be done over Yom Tov and Hol HaMoed; haircuts and shaving are further prohibited beyond Pesach, during the beginning 
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of the Omer period. 
 
Chametz Preparations 
As part of one’s Shabbat meals will consist of Chametz and/or egg matzah (see below) and many of the usual methods for 
Chametz removal are not possible on Shabbat, one needs to plan ahead so that Chametz and/or egg matzah does not 
compromise the kashrut of Pesach items, and that there is no significant leftover Chametz upon the completion of the 
Shabbat meals. As mentioned above, if one will be using Chametz for their meals, it should be set aside before the sale is 
completed, so that it remains in their ownership. Small rolls are recommended, as they are more easily distributed and eaten 
while minimizing crumbs that will need to be cleaned up later. One can set aside as much as they want, but not more than 
is expected to be finished. Shulhan Arukh discourages making Chametz foods which leave behind a residue in pots, utensils, 
etc. which would then need to be cleaned on Shabbat after use. Instead, one should have essentially kosher for Pesach meals 
with some Chametz rolls, serving and eating the food in a way that Pesach utensils aren’t compromised by the rolls. 
Disposable tablecloths and utensils should prove useful. 
 
The meals need to be conducted in a way that no traces of Chametz will later enter Pesach foods, rendering them forbidden. 
This can be accomplished by having meals in a location that will not be used for food over Pesach (e.g., a backyard patio 
table), or with great attention to cleaning your regular eating space after use on Shabbat morning. 
 
Shabbat morning will be running on a tight schedule. It is important to print out a document with the relevant times listed 
(e.g., our newsletter) before Shabbat. 
 
The Egg Matzah Option 
For those who would like to be entirely Chametz-free going into Shabbat, usage of egg matzah instead of Chametz is 
permitted. While Ashkenazic custom is to refrain from eating egg matzah over Pesach, it is permitted on Erev Pesach, even 
beyond the time that Chametz is forbidden (this last point, notably, has its detractors). If one chooses to take this approach, 
the timing of one’s meals is much more flexible (indeed, it provides a more ideal solution for the third Shabbat meal), and 
cleanup will be less stressful, as nothing needs to be destroyed or disposed of (ownership of egg matzah on Pesach is 
permitted). That being said, one must still ensure that, like with Chametz, egg matzah does not compromise Pesach utensils 
or food, as it becomes forbidden for consumption once Pesach begins. 
 
Seder Preparations 
In a typical year, preparations may be made for the Seder throughout Erev Pesach. This year, as one may not prepare for 
after Shabbat on Shabbat itself (including preparations that are inherently permissible on Shabbat, e.g., setting a table) 
having your Seder ready before Shabbat begins, to the greatest extent possible, is highly recommended so that the Seder 
can begin soon after Shabbat ends. Among other preparations, all food and items for the Seder plate should be essentially 
ready prior to Shabbat. 
 
Flame 
For Saturday evening, a pre-existing flame from which to draw for Yom Tov candles will be needed. Before Shabbat, one 
should light something that will last at least long enough to serve this purpose. 
 

Friday Evening – 14 Nissan – March 26 
Meals 
We are obligated to have three meals on Shabbat, consisting of bread (or some other food over which the hamotzi blessing 
is recited), eating at least an olive-sized amount of it (the third meal is a bit more complicated; see below). As mentioned 
above, meals must be conducted in a manner that does not compromise the kashrut of Pesach items, and that there is no 
significant leftover Chametz upon the completion of your Shabbat meals. To navigate these requirements, for example, some 
may wish to have a disposable plastic tablecloth upon which they eat their rolls as a first course, and, after removing the 
tablecloth and all traces of Chametz, have the rest of their otherwise-kosher for Pesach meal in a normal fashion. Others 



 

approaches exist, and all are valid as long as the above guidelines are maintained. If any Chametz remains, it cannot be 
disposed of in a normal fashion – see below for how leftover Chametz should be dealt with. 
The Friday night meal can, on halakhic grounds, be had in an entirely kosher for Pesach manner with matzah. Nevertheless, 
most have the custom to refrain from eating matzah well before this time, which would make this a non-option. Beginning 
tomorrow morning, it is halakhically forbidden to consume matzah until Seder night. This includes foods which contain baked 
(but not cooked) matzah meal. Egg matzah is not subject to this restriction. 
 

Shabbat Morning – 14 Nissan – March 27 
Tefillah 
Prayers must be recited especially early to give enough time for two Shabbat meals in the morning, before Chametz becomes 
forbidden for consumption at 11:21 AM. At CDT, we will begin our morning services at 8:30 AM and eliminate any elements 
that would slow down its completion (e.g., the derashah, singing, etc.). For those who are using the egg matzah option, there 
are less time constraints, as egg matzah can be consumed until 4:31 PM (see below). 
 
Meals 
After kiddush, the remaining two Shabbat meals should take place in the same manner as described with the Friday night 
meal. Notably, the second meal of the day (the third of Shabbat) need not be completed by the latest time to consume 
Chametz – as long as the Chametz component of the meal has been completed, “kol hamirah” is recited, and the remaining 
Chametz is dealt with (see below), the rest of the meal can continue well beyond this time. 
 
To prevent what some might consider unnecessary blessings, a break between the two meals of some significance should 
take place. This is difficult to define, but some suggest it be about a half hour break in time and/or a short walk outside. 
 
Those using the egg matzah option do not need to hurry their meals. As long as one is done consuming egg matzah by 4:31 
PM (see below) there are no concerns, and the meals can take place on a more normal schedule. Those taking this approach 
still need to make sure to recite “kol hamirah” before 12:23 PM (see below). 
 
Removal of Chametz 
As soon as one is done consuming Chametz (even mid-meal, as mentioned above), leftover Chametz should be properly 
disposed of. If all that is left are tiny crumbs which don’t even combine to form the size of an olive, they can be simply 
disposed of in the trash (some have the custom to more fully rid themselves of such crumbs by using one of the options 
listed below). Larger amounts cannot simply be thrown in the trash however, as such Chametz is still considered in one’s 
domain/ownership. To deal with such Chametz one has the following options, in order of preference: 

 
(1) Flush the remaining Chametz down the toilet; breaking it up may be necessary. 
(2) Dispose of the remaining Chametz in a manner that satisfies all of the following requirements: 

- The Chametz is placed in cans/bags that are declared ownerless or not yours 
- The Chametz is placed off of your property 
- You will not encounter the Chametz over Pesach 

The best way to satisfy these conditions would be to use (with permission) a non-Jewish neighbor’s garbage can. 
(3) Move this Chametz to the area where your sold Chametz is kept, including it (retroactively) in the sale; this 
method has its detractors, and resealing your sold Chametz often poses Shabbat problems (e.g., taping a drawer 
shut is forbidden). 

 
Egg matzah does not need to be disposed of, though any of it left over from the meal should be cleaned up and put away so 
as not to compromise Pesach items. 
 
Renouncing Ownership of Chametz 
The final “kol hamirah”, usually recited after burning one’s last pieces of Chametz, is now recited. This must take place before 



 

12:23 PM. 
 
Torah! 
An early finish to our meals will afford us some time to prepare (spiritually, that is) for the upcoming holiday. Please join us 
for the Shabbat HaGadol Derashah before Mincha! Mincha (followed by Ma’ariv for Pesach) will take place towards the end 
of Shabbat. 
 
Nap! 
Getting some sleep so that one has energy for the Seder is strongly recommended, though in deference to the honor of 
Shabbat, one should not explicitly say that they are doing so for the sake of the (post-Shabbat) Seder. 
 
Meals (continued) 
According to some, the second meal of the day (the third of Shabbat) can only take place in the afternoon, a time when 
Chametz is already prohibited. In deference to this view, it is recommended to have a non-Chametz meal in the afternoon in 
addition to second meal one had earlier. As mentioned above, those who are using the egg matzah option can simply have 
their second meal of the day in the afternoon, without any need to fit it into the morning. Cooked matzah products and/or 
egg matzah (which are otherwise permitted on Erev Pesach) cannot be eaten after 4:31 PM, to ensure a good appetite for 
the Seder. While other foods have no such restriction, in general one should not fill oneself too much with these foods either. 
 

Saturday Evening – 15 Nissan – March 27 
Preparations 
Until nightfall at 8:14 PM, preparations for Pesach cannot take place. However, Ma’ariv for Pesach can be recited shortly 
after sunset at 7:36 PM – at CDT, we will recite Ma’ariv at this time so that everyone can make it home and be ready to begin 
preparations for the Seder as soon as possible. 
 
At 8:14 PM (or later) those who did not recite Ma’ariv’s special Saturday evening insertion should say a sort of mini-havdalah, 
the simple phrase “barukh hamavdil ben kodesh lekodesh”, “Blessed is He who separates between the holy (Shabbat) and 
holy (Yom Tov)” before beginning preparations. Yom Tov candles should then be lit. 
 
At this point, it’s time to get moving! The Seder should begin as soon as possible, for two reasons: (1) There is a requirement 
to finish the afikomen and fourth cup of wine by halakhic midnight at 1:24 AM – with a late start, those having a meaningful 
Seder may well find it difficult to complete those mitzvot in time. (2) We want to engage children at the Seder as much as 
possible, and they (as well as adults!) tend to fade the later things go. 
 
Kiddush/Havdalah 
Notably, kiddush at the Seder has Havdalah built into it – your Haggadah should provide most of the guidance you need in 
its recital. The candle used in this procedure should be multi-wicked, lit from a pre-existing flame, and should not be actively 
extinguished, but instead left to burn. To avoid wasting an entire havdalah candle (and a fire hazard), it is recommended to 
take two smaller candles (e.g., tea lights), place their flames together for the blessing, and then separate them and leave 
them to burn out. 
 
 

Many thanks to Rabbi Ezra Goldschmiedt of Congregation Sha’arei Torah for his help in compiling these guidelines. 
 
 

CHAG KASHER V’SAMEACH! 


