
 

 
Letter from the Charleston Orthodox Rabbis 

COVID-19 Updates 
 

After consultation with local medical professionals familiar with our situation and following the 
guidelines issued by the Orthodox Union, we have concluded that it is reasonable based on Jewish 
Law for our organizations to begin gathering, on a severely limited basis, as of this coming Thursday, 
May 28. First and foremost we seek to restart Tefillah B’Tzibbur, public prayer.   
 

As we carefully begin this new phase we require the following: 
 

- Each person attending minyan must wear a face-mask and be spaced 8 feet apart. 
Members of the same household do not need to distance 8 feet from each other.  
- We discourage people aged 65+ or those immunocompromised from attending. 
- Visitors from out of town may only attend after a two-week self-quarantine.  

  
We recognize that our re-openings must be carefully measured and staged to ensure the 
safety of our community, especially those most vulnerable among us. Not all of us will 
function on the same timetable or with the same protocols; each institution will decide the 
exact date and details for partial re-opening. 
  
Future steps will be determined in tandem with medical professionals after monitoring 
relevant data and other factors, including our ability to conform to protocols for these 
gatherings as well as continued compliance with other social distancing measures. We will 
also be informed by the experience of other communities. 
  
We are each committed to the sanctity of human life and the necessity of strict safeguards 
as we continue to battle COVID-19.  This first step in partially resuming services should not 
be seen as a signal to let our guard down. We strongly urge all members of the community 
to continue to be vigilant with social distancing. We continue to be guided by Halachic 
principles governing both our obligations in prayer as well as our duty to protect life. 
  
With early blessings for a joyful Shavuot, 
  
Rabbi Michael Davies 
Rabbi Moshe Davis 
Rabbi Yossi Refson 


