August 22, 2020 (Elul 2, 5780)

Shoftim
Service Times
* Meeting at the Shul for prayer will be limited. Details at
Dortikvah.org/services.html. When unable to attend,
please still partake in prayer services at home.

Erev Shabbat

Friday, August 21 (Elul 1)

Dor Tikvah Virtual Events
Congregational Meeting – A
 ug. 23rd, 5:30pm
Login and Schmooze at 5:15. Meeting begins at 5:30.
Get updated on the state of our congregation and re-opening plans
for the High Holy Days. Join on Zoom. Go to
Dortikvah.org/event/Aug-Cong-Meeting for more information.

Rosh Chodesh Elul

Together Apart: A Culinary Trip to Israel –
 A
 ug. 26th, 8pm

5:30pm - Pre-Shabbat Ruach via Zoom &
 Facebook Live
Meeting ID: 374-672-2612, Password: 085081
6:15pm - Mincha/ Kabbalat Shabbat/ Maariv *
Register to attend.
6:36pm - Earliest Candle Lighting
7:39pm - Late Candle Lighting

Cook your own Israeli adventure and join us for an evening "out" on
Zoom with Linda Kirshstein. More information and future sessions at
Dortikvah.org/event/together-apart. Add to your Facebook c
 alendar.

Elevating Elul Youth Programming –
 A
 ug. - Oct.
See the upcoming y
 outh events, including the return of T
 ot Shabbat!
Go to D
 ortikvah.org/youth-virtual for more info and updates.

Shabbat

Local Virtual Events

Saturday, August 22 (Elul 2)
9:00am - Shacharit *
10:05am - Latest Preferable Time to Say Shema
6:15pm - Weekly Parsha Shiur C
 lick here f or notes.
7:00pm - Mincha *
8:35pm - Maariv/Havdallah *
9:00pm - Havdallah & Schmooze via Z
 oom & Facebook Live
Meeting ID: 374-672-2612, Password: 085081

Weekday Services
Mincha/Maariv - Monday & Wednesday 6
 :10pm
Register t o attend.

Classes
● Daf Yomi with Rabbi Paul & Yoni Alon

KKBE Virtual Challah Bake – A
 ug. 30th, 11am
KKBE Sisterhood is joined on Zoom by Marcie Rosenberg, the chef and
owner of Dining In Inc. kosher catering. Go to F
 acebook for details.

Refuah Shlema
To add or remove a name, contact c
 harlessteinert@gmail.com.
Yisrael Haynu ben Shimon Avraham
Yisroel Mordechai ben Fradel
Blooma bat Chaya Sara (Bertha Hoffman)
Yesuskah Levy ben Shosha Hannah
Refael Aharon ben Devorah
Gershon Ben Sarah (Jerry Polinski)
Arlene Polinski
Michal bat Cayla Mynda (Michele Perrick)
Elijah Myer August ben Malkah
Kalev ben Naftali
Yakov ben Peretz (Jay Rundbaken)

Sunday-Thursday 8:30pm, Phone Conference.

Life Cycle

Contact Rabbi Elisha Paul elisha.paul@addlestone.org for details.

● “Ketuvim with Kenny”

Join discussion and study of the final sections of the Jewish Bible.
Monday 7:45pm, Facebook Live & Zoom

● “Lunchtime Talmud” with Rabbi Davies
Uncover the depths of Jewish law.
Thursday 12pm, Facebook Live & Z
 oom

● “Cholent and Learn” with Kenny Abitbol
WhatsApp group and Facebook for updates.

Contributions
Consider honoring a special occasion or important person in your life
by making a donation to Congregation Dor Tikvah. Contributions of
$10 or more are acknowledged here. Donations can be made at
DorTikvah.org or by check to 1645 Raoul Wallenberg Blvd.,
Charleston, SC 29407. Thank you for your support!

Simcha ben Ettle
Hodel bat Raozel
Miriam bat Mazal
Talia bat Shoshana
Yehudit bat Sarah
Isabella Beaudoin
Esther bat Alitza
Yisrael ben Chaya
Chaiah Leah bat Shier
Uri Chaim ben Hodel

Yahrzeit

Birthday

➣ Sarah Oberman, Grandmother of
Marvin Katzen (8/22)
➣ Mel Rudnick, Father of
Linda Kirshstein (8/27)

➣ Joshua Scheer (8/23)
➣ Chai Kirshtein (8/27)
➣ Jett Kirshtein (8/27)
➣ Linda Gilston (8/28)

Announcements
➣ Dor Tikvah is participating in the #
 ResolveTogether initiative!
CLICK HERE for more info and the discussion guide.
➣ High Holy Days: High Holy Days Update Letter
We are working on different options and possible formats for
High Holy Day services. Please fill out the High Holy Days
Survey to help us in this effort. Visit D
 ortikvah.org/hhd-5781
for updates.

Shoftim
(Deuteronomy 16:18–21:9)

Kingship – for a fair justice system
By Shmuel Rabinowitz  Jpost.com
The king is not a god and has no special rights.
This week’s Torah portion, Shoftim (Hebrew for “judges”), deals with what its name infers: proper government and
rulership in Israel; the court system, legislation, the kingdom, policing and battle. Through laws pertaining to each one of
these systems, the Torah shapes a unique rulership that had not been heard of before or since. This uniqueness is not merely
symbolic. It is practical. The laws are meant to create a different consciousness for both the private individual and the public.
Here, for example, is a striking contrast in the parsha between two central ruling systems: kings and judges. The command
regarding the appointment of judges is resolute and unequivocal: “You shall set up judges and law enforcement officials for
yourself in all your cities... and they shall judge the people [with] righteous judgment” (Deuteronomy 16:18).
In contrast, the command to appoint a king is conditioned on the demands of the nation, a demand seen as an imitation of
what was customary among neighboring nations: “When you come to the land... and you say, ‘I will set a king over myself,
like all the nations around me,’ you shall set a king over you” (Ibid, 17:14-15). This hint is expanded upon and clarified in the
Book of Samuel. There, when the nation asks the prophet Samuel, “Give us a king to judge us,” G-d’s response to Samuel is,
“For they have not rejected you, but they have rejected Me from reigning over them” (Samuel I 8:7). The request for a king is
seen as negative. However, if the nation reached this state, it apparently really needed a kingdom, so the monarchy in Israel
was established.
Actually, knowing that in biblical times kings were seen as gods, quasi-gods, or as sons of gods, we understand that the
Torah is presenting a revolutionary approach that views the king as no more than the person responsible for administering
Jewish society. The king is not a god and has no special rights. On the contrary, there are specific prohibitions in place to
limit his power: He is not allowed to unnecessarily exaggerate his personal army of horses; he is forbidden from taking many
wives or setting up a royal harem; and he is forbidden from having a lot of silver and gold. In short: A king is a man like any
other, forbidden from showing off his wealth or honor.
AN EXCELLENT example of the limitations for a Jewish king can be found in the story of Kerem Navot, Navot’s vineyard, in
the Book of Kings. Ahab, the king of Israel in the years 852 BCE to 871 BCE wanted the vineyard adjacent to the palace. The
vineyard belonged to a man named Navot of Jezreel who did not agree to sell his vineyard to the king. The story ends with the
murder of Navot due to a scheme devised by Ahab’s wife, Jezebel, but it is the beginning of the story that is surprising. The
king needed to ask the simple citizen to sell him his vineyard and the citizen refused. This simple description of events would
not be seen in any other story about kings other than the limited state of kings in Judaism. It made it so that corruption
among rulers could not lead to wrongdoing against the simple citizen.
If we want to know the role of the king of Israel and where his power lies, we can look at Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, who
reigned in Jerusalem between the years 846 BCE to 867 BCE. Even his name, which means “G-d judges,” hints at his essence.
This righteous king saw the establishment of a fair justice system as the kingdom’s essential role.
This is what is written about him: “And he appointed judges in the land in all the fortified cities of Judah, for every city... and
he said to the judges, ‘See what you are doing, for you do not judge for man but for the Lord, and [He] is with you in the
matter of the judgment. And now, may the fear of the Lord be upon you; observe and do, for with the L-rd your G-d there is
neither injustice, favoritism, nor bribe-taking’” (Chronicles II 19:5-7). Kingship was necessary in certain periods of time,
but its essence was to do justice, prevent wrongdoing, and establish a fair and moral legal system. These ruling principles are
presented in this week’s Torah portion. Here we are exposed to the foundations of Jewish morality regarding the proper
values of ruling, a tradition developed by the prophets, sages, philosophers and rabbinical authorities to this day.
Cultures have changed, monarchies have been replaced by democracies, technology has developed, but the principles of
justice and morality that we learn from the Torah remain relevant and eternal.

