
May 2, 2020 (Iyyar 8, 5780) 
 

Acharei Mot-Kedoshim 

 

 

Service Times 
 

* Though we will not be meeting at the Shul for prayer, it is 
preferable to partake in prayer services as a community, even 

apart. Therefore, times will remain listed. 
 

Friday, May 1 (Iyyar 7) 

22th Day of Omer 

 

5:45pm - Pre-Shabbat Ruach via Zoom 
Meeting ID: 374-672-2612, Password: 085081 
6:15pm - Mincha/ Kabbalat Shabbat/ Maariv * 

6:38pm - Earliest Candle Lighting 
7:44pm - Late Candle Lighting 

 
Saturday, May 2 (Iyyar 8) 

23th Day of Omer 

 

9:00am - Shacharit * 
9:54am - Latest Preferable Time to Say Shema 

 
6:25pm - Weekly Parsha Shiur 

Notes to be sent out before Shabbat. 
7:10pm - Mincha * 

8:43pm - Maariv/Havdallah * 
9:00pm - Virtual Havdallah & Schmooze via Zoom 

Meeting ID: 374-672-2612, Password: 085081 

 
Weekday Services 

 

Mincha/Maariv, Monday & Wednesday 6:15pm  
 

In lieu of Minyans at the synagogue, Rabbi Davies will be sending 
learning material through the Minyan What's App Group. 

 
Classes 

 

● Daf Yomi with Rabbi Paul & Yoni Alon 
Sunday-Thursday 8:30pm, Phone Conference. 

Contact Rabbi Elisha Paul elisha.paul@addlestone.org  
for more information. 

 

● Torah Study: “The Avraham Stories” with Rabbi Davies 
Sunday 7:30pm, Available via Zoom 

 

● “Ketuvim with Kenny” 
Monday 7:45pm, Facebook Live & Zoom 

 

● “Lunchtime Talmud” with Rabbi Davies 
Thursday 12pm, Facebook Live & Zoom 

 

● “Cholent and Learn” with Kenny Abitbol 
Thursday 8pm,  Facebook Live & Zoom 

 

 

 

Public Virtual Events 
 

Embassy of Israel #Israel72 Celebration – May 14th, 8pm 

 

Join the Embassy of Israel in Washington, DC and Israel’s Diplomatic 
Missions across the United States for a special broadcast that will 
feature top Israeli artists and much more. For details and sign up, go 
to the Facebook event and event web page. 
 

Refuah Shelema 
 

To add or remove a name, contact charlessteinert@gmail.com. 
 

Yisrael Haynu ben Shimon Avraham 
Noach Yoseph ben Shira Shaina 
Yisroel Mordechai ben Fradel 
Blooma bat Chaya Sara (Bertha Hoffman) 
Tova bat Sarah (Katie Bielsky) 
Yesuskah Levy ben Shosha Hannah 
Eliezer Yitzchak ben Shifra 
Refael Aharon ben Devorah 
Jerry Polinski (Gershon Ben Sarah) 
Arlene Polinski 
Michele Perrick (Michal bat Cayla Mynda) 
Nachum Eliezer ben Sarah Miriam 
       (Rabbi Nachum Rabinowitz) 

Simcha ben Ettle 
Hodel bat Raozel 
Miriam bat Mazal 
Talia bat Shoshana 
Yehudit bat Sarah 
Yocheved bat Sarah 
Isabella Beaudoin 
Yoseph ben Sara 
David ben Malkah 
Esther bat Alitza 
Yisrael ben Chaya 
Chaiah Leah bat Shier 
Elijah Myer ben Malkah 

 
Life Cycle 

 

Birthday 
 

➣ Aaron Manaker (5/5) 
➣ Jonathan Zucker (5/5) 
➣ Bernard Jay Novit (5/6) 
➣ Allan Rosenberg (5/7) 

 

Contributions 
 

➣ Ruth and Barry Warren in memory of Rose Goldberg 
 

We appreciate all contributions – those of $10 or more  
will be acknowledged here. Contributions can be made at DorTikvah.org. 

 

Announcements 
 

➣ Get this week’s  Youth Parsha Activities for Acharei 
Mot-Kedoshim. 
 

➣ Go to Dortikvah.org/covid19 for details and updates on how we 
are handling concerns over the Coronavirus pandemic. 
 

➣ To volunteer to assist those who need help with grocery pickup 
and other errands, contact oradavies@gmail.com. 
 

➣ Our facilities are currently closed. You can still contact the 
Administrative Assistant at info@dortikvah.org. 
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Acharei Mot-Kedoshim 
(Leviticus 16:1–20:27) 

All You Need Is Love 
By Rabbi Stephen Baars 

aish.com 

         Believe it or not, there is no specific Mitzvah (Commandment) to love your parents, your spouse (although it's a 
good idea) and even your children. In fact, there is no specific requirement that you even like them very much. Of course, 
these relationships fit under the generic requirement to "Love your neighbor" (Leviticus 19:18) but the Torah does not 
require more from us than that. However, we are specifically commanded in this week's parsha to love a convert 
(Leviticus 19:34). At first glance, that might sound strange. Why specifically to love a convert more than anyone else, 
even close family? My Rabbi, Rav Noach Weinberg, of blessed memory, used to explain the meaning of love: 
Love is the pleasure we get when we focus and identify with another and his virtues. When you see the virtues in 
people, you will most certainly love them. 
 

This process is much more fulfilling and meaningful than even Hallmark could have envisioned. By loving we come to 
emulate. We in fact, become what we love. The process works like this: we will change our direction to become just like 
the virtues we admire. It may be slow and imperceptible to us, but subtly those changes will occur. The reason the Torah 
does not require us to love any specific person more than anyone else, is because those people may not have virtues 
greater than anyone else. As much as we would like to think of them as special, maybe our loved ones have no extra 
special virtues, and therefore the Torah does not go out of its way to tell us to love them more than anyone else. Of 
course, everyone is special, and has exceptional talents and qualities, and that is why we are commanded to love them 
and realize those virtues. But a convert has something more than everyone else, that the Torah specifically wants us to 
focus on and love. 
 

Rabbi Weinberg once asked a phenomenal question. He pointed out that the distance (in spirituality) that someone who 
converts to Judaism has to travel is further than the distance between any one of us and one of the great sages of the 
Talmud (called a Tanna). In other words, it's more difficult to become a Jew, than it is for a Jew to become a Tanna. To go 
from a world in which you are required to keep seven commandments (the Noachide laws), to a world that revolves 
around 613 commandments, is an enormous leap. To become part of the Jewish people and its destiny is an immense 
undertaking. 
 

So Rabbi Weinberg asked, if people can do such things, i.e., convert, and can travel the distance to be a Jew, then why 
don't Jews travel the lesser distance to be a Rabbi Akiva? This is only my view, but I believe it's because we don't love 
converts (at least not enough). If we appreciated their emotional strength, if we understood their spiritual path, if we 
valued their arduous undertaking, and if we therefore loved them, we would become like them. 
 

"When I spent shabbat at Rabbi Winter's house a couple of months ago, there was a person staying there who 
was in the process of converting (under his direction) from Catholicism to Judaism. I found the person to be so 
inspiring that I must say that meeting this person at least in part helped focus me to try to come closer to 
Hashem (G-d). If this person was willing to come so far, why couldn't I take a few steps closer?" -- Oren Penn 

 

Believe it or not, Abraham was a convert. He was called the Hebrew. Hebrew means to cross over. Abraham crossed over 
from the pagan world to be a monotheist. He wasn't the first monotheist, and he wasn't the only one alive at his time. 
He was just the first who started as a pagan and left it to become a monotheist. No one had done that. 
 

The message of Judaism and the recipe for great success, is found in this concept of converting. It's easy to appreciate a 
person for how they appear to us now, but maybe they were born into a loving home and that's who they have always 
been. The real value is to appreciate the person who traveled the longest distance. Thus the secret of becoming a Rabbi 
Akiva - or whomever you could possibly dream of becoming, is to identify with, and emulate a convert. 
 
To do that, all you need is love. 

 

 

https://www.aish.com/tp/b/bwb/92042839.html?s=parw

