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Upcoming Kiddush Sponsors 
May 26 - The Avrahami Family in honor of the birthdays of 
Gershom and Esther 
June 2 – Available 
June 9 – Available 
Jun 16 – Janet and Ken Fox in honor of the first Yahrtzeit for 
Janet's mother, Leah Bakst 
 

Please consider marking a special event in your life by sponsoring a Kiddush. 
Contact Lenny Zucker at lenbarbz@alum.mit.edu. Regular Kiddush is $150. 

Shabbat Academy Kiddush/Lunch is $275. 

Weekday Services 
Mincha/Maariv services Wednesday at 6:25 pm. See Shavuot 

schedule for Monday service times. 

Regular Classes 
(Classes at the Dor Tikvah House. Park in the Shul parking lot, not the house.) 

Torah Study @ 7:30pm on Sundays – The Avraham Stories is off 
this week for Shavuot 

Lunchtime Talmud @ noon on Thursdays (With Facebook Live 
access. Please contact Rabbi@DorTikvah.org with questions.) 

Dor Tikvah Youth Programs 
For programming updates visit www.dortikvah.org/youth 

Upcoming Dor Tikvah Events 
May 27: Breakfast Minyan. Speaker will be Chuck Jackson ex 
POW and member of KKBE. See Charles Steinert to RSVP for 

the breakfast. 

June 1-3: Amiel BaKehila Israel Engagement Weekend - More 
Details Coming Soon. 

June 3: Harold Fox's Unveiling will be  at 2pm. 

Refuah Shelema 
Yechil Yeshiahu ben Fradel 
Robert Levinson 
Hodel bat Raozel (Linda 

Kirshstein) 
Yehudit Elisheva bat Miriam Leah 

Claret (Kate Kalin Tobakos) 
Laella bat Simcha 
Gershom ben Naomi 
Talia bat Shoshana 
Yosef Tzvi ben Chaya 
Blooma bat Chaya Sara (Bertha 

Hoffman) 

Miriam bat Mazal 
Mordechai Yehuda Zelig ben 

Ettel (Marvin Katzen) 
Bear Phillips 
Tzvi Hirsch ben Pesha (Howard 

Hoffman) 
Boaz Moshe ben Golda Tamar 
Moshe ben Chava 
Mary D. Anderson 
Sura bat Oudis 
Linda Milligan 
Shmuel Zalman ben Shoshana 
Yocheved bat Sarah 

Life Cycle 
Birthday 
! Randy Cohen (5/25) 
 

Service Times 
Friday, May 18  
7:00 pm - Mincha 

7:56 pm - Candle Lighting 
Saturday, May 19 

9:00 am – Shacharit 
(9:47 am – Latest preferable time to say the shema) 

10:00 am – Shabbat Morning Youth Groups 
10:30 am – Youth Tefilla Begins 

Special Drasha - A Practical Walkthrough of Birkat Kohanim 
(The Priestly Blessing) Just in Time for Shavuot 

7:30 pm – Mincha 

Erev Shavuot 
8:00 pm – ShavuoSushi (Reservations required) 

8:53 pm – Candle Lighting 
9:00 pm – Dessert/Kiddush 

9:15 pm – Maariv 
9:30 pm – “Torah Slam” Opening Study 

Continued Learning at the Dor Tikvah House at 11:00 pm with 
opening class with Rabbi Davies titled: Own It!  

Other All Night Learning Classes: 
• A "Morning Person's" Survival Guide to Shavuot Night 
• Questions to Keep You Up at Night: Groundbreaking 

Responsum on Siamese Twins 
• If Batman were Jewish: Halachah for Superheroes 

Kiddush Sponsor: 
Linda Scheer in honor of Greg and Marian Yarus for all that 

they do for the Dor Tikvah house 

Shavuot Times  
Day 1, Sunday May 20 

9:30 am – Shacharit 
12:00 pm – 5th Annual Cheesecake Competition  

7:00 pm – Lakeside Wine and Cheese 
Lakeside Learning: Its Got a Mind of Its Own: Issue Regarding 

Autonomous Vehicles 
8:00 pm – Mincha/Maariv @ Rosenthal 

After 8:57 pm – Candle Lighting 
Kiddush/Lunch Sponsor:  

Ben Supowit and Jenny Rolef in honor of the birth and naming 
of their daughter. Lunch will be dairy. 

Day 2, Monday May 21 
9:30 am – Shacharit 

4:00 pm – Gleaton/Davies Wow 
Kids activity at the Davies' and Women's class at the Gleaton's - 

Class Title: Fighting for G-d 
7:50 pm – Mincha @ Dor Tikvah 

8:15 pm – Parsha Shiur 
8:58 pm – Maariv and Havdalah 

Kiddush Sponsor:  
Available 

  
www.facebook.com/DorTikvah  
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Jewish Heroes and Shavuot 
Rabbi Benjamin Blech | Aish HaTorah  
 
“I believe,” Abraham Lincoln famously said, “the Bible is the best gift G-d has ever given to man.” 
 
Shavuot is the holiday which commemorates the giving of that gift to the Jewish people. According to Jewish tradition, G-d 
offered it to all of mankind, but they refused to accept it. They weren’t ready to be bound by its laws or to be guided by its values. 
So that’s part of the reason why the world is in the shape that it is, still far from having reached its potential for peace, for love, 
and for messianic fulfillment. 
 
But we, descendants of those who stood at Sinai, made an everlasting commitment to treasure the words of the Torah and to live 
by its teachings.  The Torah is not merely a book of law. It is also filled with narrative. It is the story of many people, some of 
whose lives are inspirational – others personifications of deceit and wrongdoing. 
 
The Torah was given primarily not for our information but for our transformation.  No other legal book so artfully mingles laws 
with stories, rules and regulations with the lives of historic personalities.  What is the meaning of this remarkable fusion? The 
Torah was given primarily not for our information but for our transformation – and in order to be truly transformed by ideals we 
need role models, stories of those who succeeded in order to inspire us and stories of those whose failures serve as warning against 
wasted lives and legacies of evil. 
 
Warren Buffett, the brilliant prognosticator of Wall Street, shared a profound prediction beyond the stock market. “Tell me your 
heroes,” he declared, “and I will tell you how your life will end up.” 
 
According to a remarkable article in Psychology Today, heroes today are almost an extinct species. In a recent poll of more than a 
thousand Americans, more than half couldn’t name a single public figure that they admired or considered a hero. With great ease 
they could mention dozens of celebrities. But celebrities aren’t heroes. A celebrity is created by the media; heroes are created by 
their actions. Celebrities create fashions; heroes create values. Celebrities are only interested in fame and glory; heroes are 
motivated by morals, by courage and by universal ideals. 
 
In a recent poll, more than half couldn’t name a single public figure that they admired or considered a hero 
There is a heavy price to be paid when society turns its celebrities into role models and – perhaps for want of true examples – 
ignores heroes of character, of virtue and of ethical nobility. The power of Torah on our lives and the lives of our children is the 
strength of example, the influence of the giants of our past to shape the dreams and the aspirations of our future. The narratives of 
the Torah are the necessary illustrations for the possibility of its fulfillment. 
 
There’s a famous story told about the Chafetz Chaim, Rabbi Israel Meir Kagan (1838-1933), the Talmudic and rabbinic scholar, 
ethical and religious teacher, venerated by Jews all over the world for his saintliness and learning. The Chafetz Chaim was called 
once to testify in court, and the lawyer wanted to explain to the court what an honest man the Rabbi was. He said that once the 
Chafetz Chaim caught a thief stealing property from his small home. So as not to have the thief be guilty of so heinous a crime 
condemned in the Ten Commandments, he pursued the thief, shouting, “It’s yours! I forgive you!” 
 
The judge looked at the lawyer and asked if he truly believed this amazing tale. “I’m not certain, your honor,” said the lawyer, 
“but I do know that they do not tell such stories about you and me.” 
 
The fact is that people did tell many such stories, not only about the Chafetz Chaim but many other pious and holy Jewish figures. 
That is because those who studied Torah became living exemplars of Torah. Laws became the narratives of their lives. Torah is 
not a list of do’s and don’ts but a thrilling history of great men and women, of our patriarchs and our matriarchs, of Moses and of 
Aaron, and of common people who when the world said they can’t, confidently responded that they could – and that they would. 
 
Jews not only have loved Torah since Sinai, they have lived it. Jews have shown it is possible to live life in accord with Divine 
will, not only studying the Torah but striving to imitate its author. 
 
And that is why we celebrate Shavuot with such fervor and passion. The rabbis have a fascinating image for the moment when we 
received the greatest gift of history. The midrash tells us G-d lifted the mountain over our heads. One of the most beautiful 
interpretations is that the purpose was to create a symbolic chuppah, the bridal canopy used to sanctify a marriage. Sinai was a 
marriage made in heaven linking us metaphorically to G-d as husband and wife. 
 
It is a marriage we continue to celebrate every Shavuot. We treasure the Torah He entrusted to us at that time. We thank Him as 
well for giving us the opportunity to challenge ourselves to live up to our potential for greatness - because that is why we do not 
lack for role models and magnificent heroes. 


