
 
 

 

           
Dear Friends, 
 
 
One of the highlights of the High Holiday prayers is the more modern ‘Unetaneh Tokef’ liturgy. 
‘Only’ approximately a thousand years old, for many this prayer captures the essence of these 
Days of Awe. One poignant line therein is ‘…U’teshuva u’tefillah u’tzedaka ma’avirin es ro’a 
ha’gezeira’, which means that repentance, prayer, and charity will remove the evil decree 
during this annual day of judgment. 
 
This begs a question.  Why is this act of giving charity highlighted, as opposed to perhaps Torah 
study or Shofar blowing? Why select tzedakah from all of the other possible mitzvos explicated 
in the Torah? 
 
Indeed, examining the source and the inspiration for this part of our liturgy that can be found in 
a piece of Talmud (Rosh Hashanah 16b) doesn’t shed much light. It merely states that if a 
judgment is rendered from the heavens against a person, then they could involve themselves 
with charity, prayer, a name change, or a change in behavioral routine. Yet again, why is 
tzedakah singled out? 
 
Two thousand years ago, Rebbi Akiva was challenged by a Roman nobleman who asked him, ‘If 
your King of kings wants someone to be poor then why are you undoing your G-d’s will by 
giving charity?’  To which Rebbi Akiva explained that our mandated generosity is for the giver’s 
sake and not just to benefit the receiver. 
 
The explanation follows that in these days of awe, we specify charity as being the clincher to 
change our decree because sustaining another is an act of G-dliness.  As we come each year 
with our stains and shortcomings, we too are needy in the eyes of the Creator, and we too 
require mercy and grace. We therefore show G-d through our actions that we are capable of 
living for more than just ourselves. 
 
One who is a sustainer is worthy of our Creator’s favor.  If we can internalize this message and 
demonstrably exhibit this trait through charity, then indeed we will be worthy of great 
atonement for these High Holy days. 
 
So, we encourage each of you to become sustainers, to give generously for the incredible 
future of Congregation Dor Tikvah and G-d will surely inscribe you into the book of life, 
enjoyment and blessing. 
 
 
Wishing you and yours a Shanah Tovah U’Metukah, a Happy and Healthy, Sweet New Year! 
 
 
                                                                                 
Sholom S. Mimran, Rabbi                              Slade Gleaton, President 

 
 
 
 


