
 

 

 Vayetzei 
December 7, 2019 (Kislev 9, 5780) 

  
  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coming Up  
 

Ladies Paint Night – Dec. 7th, 7pm 

Enjoy an evening out with friends as we relax, create, and paint.  

Only a few spots left! Contact Ora Davies for details. 
 

Winter Friday Night Dinner I – Dec. 13th, 6pm 

Shabbat dinner with Israeli speaker Dr. Lisa Aiken, and guest Ilan 

Regenbaum. Dortikvah.org/event/WinterDinner. Sign up by Dec. 9th! 
 

Scholar in Residence Weekend – Dec. 13th-14th   

We welcome Dr. Lisa Aiken & Ilan Regenbaum  

10:30am Shabbat Morning Learners Service with Dr. Aiken  

11:30am Shabbat Morning sermon with Dr. Aiken “How Do We 

Develop Resilience?”  

4:45pm Seudah Shelishit with Ilan Regenbaum  

7:30pm Wine Tasting with Dr. Aiken discussing the “Jewish View of 

Love & Intimacy” at the Maron home, 2245 Portside Way 
 

Candy Chanukiah Building Competition – Dec. 28th, 10:30am 

Youth event where kids compete to build the best Menorah out of the 

sweetest materials. Dortikvah.org/event/Candy-Chanukiah-19 
 

Community Events 
 

Amiel BaKehila 8th Delegation – Dec. 13th-15th  
Programs around Charleston with Israeli delegates Dr. Lisa Aiken, Jamie 

Shear, & Ilan Regenbaum. Dortikvah.org/event/amiel-bakehila-deligates-visits 
 

Addlestone Hanukkah Fair – Dec. 8th, 2-4pm  
Experience Addlestone Hebrew Academy's campus. Free to attend, but 

please register at Bit.ly/AHA-Fair19, info at Bit.ly/Facebook-AHAfair19. 
 

Chanukah in the Square – Dec. 22nd, 4-6pm  
12th annual Chanukah extravaganza at Marion Square Park.  

More info at Bit.ly/Facebook-CITS-19.  

Pretzel makers needed! Contact info@dortikvah.org to volunteer. 
 

Refuah Shelema 
To add or remove a name, contact charlessteinert@gmail.com. 

 

Robert Levinson 

Simcha ben Ettle  

Hodel bat Raozel 
Miriam bat Mazal  

Talia bat Shoshana 

Blooma bat Chaya Sara  
(Bertha Hoffman) 

Refael Aharon ben Devorah 

Reena Firetag  
Yocheved bat Sarah 

Isabella Beaudoin 

Yoseph Ben Sara 
Aharon Ben Yitta 

Esther bat Alitza 

Baruch Leib ben Chaya Freidel 

(Burt Roslyn) 
Yisrael ben Chaya  

Yisrael Haynu  

ben Shimon Avraham  
Chaiah Leah bat Shier 

Louis Waring  

Elijah Myer ben Malkah  
Jenifer Litwin Bochner 

Rivka Bat Batya (Robyn Dudley) 

Jack Spitz 
Yisroel Mordechai Ben Fradel 

 

Life Cycle 
 

Yahrzeit 
 

 Max Lazarus,  

grandfather of Nathan Kirshstein (12/7) 

 Miriam Chernov,  

sister of Sandra Katz (12/7) 

 Catherine Fox,  

mother of Kenneth Fox (12/9) 

Birthday 
 

 Michael Stricker (12/6) 

 Ora Davies (12/6) 

 Arlene Rosenthal (12/13) 

 

 

 

 

Service Times 
 

Friday, December 6 (Kislev 8) 
 

4:11pm – Earliest Candle Lighting 

4:50pm – Mincha/ Kabalat Shabbat/ Maariv 

4:55pm – Late Candle Lighting 
 

Saturday, December 7 (Kislev 9) 
 

9:00am – Shacharit 

9:40am – Latest Preferable Time to Say Shema 

10:30am – Shabbat Morning Youth Groups 

10:30am – TOTally Tot Shabbat 
 

4:20pm – Mincha 

5:54pm – Maariv/Havdalah 
 

Kiddush Sponsorship:  
Anita Zucker & David Popowski,  

Jonathan & Laura Zucker, and Jeremy & Gabi Zucker  

in honor of Anita’s mother, Rose Goldberg’s 96th birthday. 

 
12/14 – Available 

12/21 – Jennifer Sasson Maron and Eran Maron  

in honor of Jennifer’s father’s memorial, Jay E. Sasson. 
 

Please consider marking a special event in your life by sponsoring a Kiddush. Contact 

Lenny Zucker at lenbarbz@alum.mit.edu. Regular Kiddush is $150.  
 

Weekday Services 
 

Maariv (only) 

Monday & Wednesday 7pm 
 

Regular Classes 
 

 Torah Study: “The Avraham Stories” with Rabbi Davies  
Sunday 7:30pm, now at Congregation Dor Tikvah 

Take a deeper look at the Book of Genesis. 
 

 “Ketuvim with Kenny” with Kenny Abitbol  
Monday 7:30pm, Gilston Chapel 

Join in-depth discussion and study of the final sections of the Jewish Bible. 
Available through Facebook Live! 

 

 “Lunchtime Talmud” with Rabbi Davies  
Thursday 12pm, Gilston Chapel 
Uncover the depth of Jewish law. 
Available through Facebook Live! 

 

 “Cholent and Learn” with Kenny Abitbol  
Thursday 8pm, Dor Tikvah House 

Discuss Jewish philosophy over hot Cholent. 
Available through Facebook Live! 

 

Contributions 
 

  Anonymous donation in honor of Stuart Feldman 

 

 

Attention: KKBE is updating The Blue Book Directory. Make sure 

it has your up-to-date info. You don’t want to be left out. It only prints 

every 2 years! Email Bonniesilverberg@aol.com or call 843-556-5670. 

 

 

We appreciate all contributions - those of $10 or more will be acknowledged here. 

Contributions in support of CDT can be made at DorTikvah.org, or by check to 

Congregation Dor Tikvah 1645 Raoul Wallenberg Blvd., Charleston, SC 29407 



 

 

 

Vayetzei  

(Genesis 28:10–32:3) 
 

When the "I" is Silent  

By Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks aish.com 

In the silence of the "I," we meet the "Thou" of G-d. 

 

This week's parsha relates a powerful, primal vision of prayer: Jacob, alone and far from home, lies down for the night, 

with only stones for a pillow, and dreams of a ladder, with angels ascending and descending. This is the initial encounter 

with the "house of G-d" that would one day become the synagogue, the first dream of a "gate of heaven" that would allow 

access to a G-d that stands above, letting us know finally that "G-d is truly in this place." There is, though, one nuance in 

the text that is lost in translation, and it took the Hassidic masters to remind us of it. Hebrew verbs carry with them, in 

their declensions, an indication of their subject. Thus the word yadati means "I knew," and lo yadati, "I did not know." 

When Jacob wakes from his sleep, however, he says, "Surely the Lord is in this place ve'anokhi lo yadati." Anokhi means 

"I," which in this sentence is superfluous. To translate it literally we would have to say, "And I, I knew it not." Why the 

double "I"? 

 

To this, Rabbi Pinchas Horowitz (Panim Yafot) gave a magnificent answer. How, he asks, do we come to know that "G-d 

is in this place"? "By ve'anokhi lo yadati - not knowing the I." We know G-d when we forget the self. We sense the 

"Thou" of the Divine Presence when we move beyond the "I" of egocentricity. Only when we stop thinking about 

ourselves do we become truly open to the world and the Creator. In this insight lies an answer to some of the great 

questions about prayer: What difference does it make? Does it really change G-d? Surely G-d does not change. Besides 

which, does not prayer contradict the most fundamental principle of faith, which is that we are called on to do G-d's will 

rather than ask G-d to do ours? What really happens when we pray? 

 

Prayer has two dimensions, one mysterious, the other not. There are simply too many cases of prayers being answered for 

us to deny that it makes a difference to our fate. It does. I once heard the following story. A man in a Nazi concentration 

camp lost the will to live - and in the death camps, if you lost the will to live, you died. That night he poured out his heart 

in prayer. The next morning, he was transferred to work in the camp kitchen. There he was able, when the guards were not 

looking, to steal some potato peelings. It was these peelings that kept him alive. I heard this story from his son. 

 

Perhaps each of us has some such story. In times of crisis we cry out from the depths of our soul, and something happens. 

Sometimes we only realize it later, looking back. Prayer makes a difference to the world - but how it does so is 

mysterious. There is, however, a second dimension which is non-mysterious. Less than prayer changes the world, it 

changes us. The Hebrew verb lehitpalel, meaning "to pray," is reflexive, implying an action done to oneself. Literally, it 

means "to judge oneself." It means, to escape from the prison of the self and see the world, including ourselves, from the 

outside. Prayer is where the relentless first person singular, the "I," falls silent for a moment and we become aware that we 

are not the center of the universe. There is a reality outside. That is a moment of transformation. 

 

If we could only stop asking the question, "How does this affect me?" we would see that we are surrounded by miracles. 

There is the almost infinite complexity and beauty of the natural world. There is the divine word, our greatest legacy as 

Jews, the library of books we call the Bible. And there is the unparalleled drama, spreading over forty centuries, of the 

tRegedies and triumphs that have befallen the Jewish people. Respectively, these represent the three dimensions of our 

knowledge of G-d: creation (G-d in nature), revelation (G-d in holy words) and redemption (G-d in history). 

 

Sometimes it takes a great crisis to make us realize how self-centered we have been. The only question strong enough to 

endow existence with meaning is not, "What do I need from life?" but "What does life need from me?" That is the 

question we hear when we truly pray. More than an act of speaking, prayer is an act of listening - to what G-d wants from 

us, here, now. What we discover - if we are able to create that silence in the soul - is that we are not alone. We are here 

because someone, the One, wanted us to be, and He has set us a task only we can do. We emerge strengthened, 

transformed. More than prayer changes G-d, it changes us. It lets us see, feel, know that "G-d is in this place." How do we 

reach that awareness? By moving beyond the first person singular, so that for a moment, like Jacob, we can say, "I know 

not the I." In the silence of the "I," we meet the "Thou" of G-d. 


