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Upcoming Dor Tikvah Events 
Oct 20, Noon - Picnic and a Playdate: Join us for an outdoor family 
Shabbat lunch with games and activities for kids - $5 per person – all 
ages welcome – RSVP at www.dortikvah.org. 

Oct 25, 7pm – Community-Wide Women’s Challah Bake: Join us for 
an evening of fun and friendship as the Mega Challah Bake goes 
PINK in honor of our breast cancer survivors. Tickets are $18. 
Sponsor Tickets are $180 (seats 2). Pink Table Sponsor $360 (seats 
8). 

Oct 26 - Friday night dinner in conjunction with The Shabbos Project. 
RSVP at www.dortikvah.org by 10/23. Sponsorship opportunities 
available. 

Oct 28 - Breakfast minyan and speaker. 

Refuah Shelema 
Yechil Yeshiahu ben Fradel 
Robert Levinson 
Hodel bat Raozel (Linda Kirshstein) 
Yehudit Elisheva bat Miriam Leah 

Claret (Kate Kalin Tobakos) 
Laella bat Simcha 
Talia bat Shoshana 
Blooma bat Chaya Sara (Bertha 

Hoffman) 
Miriam bat Mazal  
Bear Phillips 
Yisrael ben Chaya 
Boaz Moshe ben Golda Tamar  
Linda Milligan 

Shmuel Zalman ben Shoshana 
Yocheved Koplowitz 
Zelig Aharon HaLevi ben Miriam 
Valerie Armour 
Aryeh Chaim Simcha ben Yael 

Bracha (Teddy Mocle Levine)  
Leah Gittel bat Nahama Beryl 

v'Moshe HaCohen (Leah 
Chase) 

Tovah Rivka bat Esther 
Yisrael Haynu Ben Shimon 

Avraham 
Elijah Myer ben Malkah 
Aryeh Lev ben Sarah (Arthur 

Diamond) 

Life Cycle 
Birthday 
Ø Yaniv Makhanian (10/13) 
Ø Shirley Makhanian (10/16) 

 

 

Service Times 
Friday, October 12 
6:33 pm – Candle Lighting 

6:35 pm - Mincha 
 

Saturday, October 13 
9:00 am – Shacharit 

(10:14 am – Latest preferable time to say the shema) 
10:00 am – Shabbat Morning Youth Groups 

10:30 am – Youth Tefilah Begins 
 

5:20 pm – Parsha Shiur 
6:05 pm – Mincha 

7:27 pm – Havdalah 

Kiddush Sponsor: 
Available 

 
Oct 20 – The Berendt Family in celebration of Andrea and Ira 
Berendt's 50th wedding anniversary 
Oct 27 – Available 
Nov 3 – Barbara and Lenny Zucker in memory of Lenny’s uncle, 
Julius M. “Bubba” Zucker, and grandfather, Joseph Zucker, at 
yahrzeit time 
Nov 10 - Available 
 

Please consider marking a special event in your life by sponsoring a 
Kiddush. Contact Lenny Zucker at lenbarbz@alum.mit.edu. Regular 

Kiddush is $150. Shabbat Academy Kiddush/Lunch is $275. 

Weekday Services 
Mincha/Maariv services at Dor Tikvah on  

Monday and Wednesday at 6:25 pm.  

Regular Classes 
Torah Study – The Avraham Stories – resumes October 21st. 

Lunchtime Talmud - Thursdays at noon (with Facebook Live 
access is on. Please contact Rabbi@DorTikvah.org with 

questions.) 

Dor Tikvah Youth Programs 
Information about our youth programs is available at 

www.dortikvah.org/youth 
 

Welcome New Members 
We warmly welcome Miranda and Kenny Abitbol and their son Remmy 

as members of Congregation Dor Tikvah!  

  

 



 

 

5 Reasons to Choose Jewish Preschool Early childhood is a great time to expose our kids to Jewish education. The 
results can last a lifetime. 
Dr. Yvette Alt Miller | Aish HaTorah  
Preschool is the first big decision we make for our children, and it can be a tough one. Add in considerations about choosing a Jewish preschool 
and the decision gets trickier. How do we balance our desire for our kids to learn about their heritage with our wish for them to know about the 
wider world? Some of us fear we’re not “Jewish” enough to choose a Jewish preschool.  Yet the Torah has no such qualms. Early childhood is a 
great time to expose our kids to Jewish education. The results can last a lifetime. Here are five reasons to consider Jewish preschool for your 
child, backed up by 3,300 years of Jewish tradition and modern research. 

1. Early Impressions Count 
The experiences we have as young children form the basis of what we regard as comforting and safe for years to come. If we want our kids to 
feel that Jewish rituals are familiar and enjoyable, preschool is the time to start sharing them. 

This doesn’t have to be heavy: singing Jewish songs, talking about holidays and Jewish values all create long-lasting impressions in our children. 
It helps create a memory of being at home in a Jewish setting. Learning about Jewish concepts such as tzedakah (charity), kind deeds, and saying 
thank you also helps teach our kids that Jewish tradition has something to say about the issues and conflicts that they face in daily life. 

2. The “Thirty Million Word Gap” 
Even very young kids are capable of learning a great deal. By the time they’re ready for kindergarten, many preschoolers have mastered complex 
skills like sounding out words, reading, counting, and performing sophisticated tasks like cutting, pouring, and measuring. Jewish preschools 
have the added benefit of teaching Hebrew songs and prayers and educating kids about Jewish holidays as well. 

Adding this extra level of education can have some less obvious benefits, too. In one famous study, researchers looked at the number of words 
that children heard in their early years and compared this with later academic success. They wondered why kids from more privileged 
environments often did better in school than deprived children and found that one of the main factors was that kids from wealthy families were 
exposed to many more words each day than poorer children. Over the course of the first three years, the difference was a whopping 30 million 
words. This “Thirty Million Word Gap” explained much of the lag in poorer children’s academic success, even years later. 

Jewishly, many of us have our own Thirty Million Word Gap. Choosing a Jewish preschool can help ensure close this gap for our kids and help 
them know more about their heritage. 
3. Clay Candlesticks and Lumpy Challah 
One of the most important objects kids in Jewish preschools bring home is clay Shabbat candlesticks. (In my own home, they’ve joined tie-dyed 
matzah covers, a wooden menorah - which seemed to me to be a fire hazard, but we used it anyway - and weekly loaves of lumpy challah.) 
[Editor’s note: the challah in Charleston is never lumpy! ;)] 

The ritual objects that kids bring home with them often help start new family traditions. One dad I know told me that when his daughter brought 
home challah loaves from preschool each Friday, he and his wife started making the blessing over it. To make the occasion even more special, 
they eventually started lighting Shabbat candles and saying the blessing over grape juice before dinner, too. Before they knew it, they were 
celebrating with their own weekly Shabbat dinner. 

Even when families don’t go so far, the Jewish ritual objects kids make can help start a dialogue in the family. One friend of mine told me she 
had a big discussion about conservation and nature with her kids when they learned about the importance of trees on the Jewish holiday Tu 
B’shvat. Another friend said she and her husband started giving charity regularly when their daughter brought home a tzedaka box she’d made 
from a can in school. 

4. Find a Good Friend 
Preschool is much more than the hours spent in the classroom. It tends to spill over into playdates and social events, and – in many cases – 
friendships that endure for years. This isn’t only true for the kids themselves; since young kids require supervision, their friendships often extend 
to their parents, who get to know each other and bond during those intense preschool years. 

Getting to know other families who are interested in their kids getting a Jewish education, and who are grappling with some of the same issues 
we are, helps shape us, and give us resources as we continue to grow and evolve – through the preschool years, and beyond. 

5. “Do You Know?” 
Recent studies have pinpointed an unexpected source of resilience in kids. About a decade ago, Sarah Duke, a psychologist who worked with 
children with learning disabilities, noticed that children who were familiar with their family histories were better able to face challenges and 
overcome setbacks. Intrigued, her husband Marshall, a psychology professor at Emery University, eventually organized and conducted a wide-
scale academic study. Dubbed the “Do You Know?” study, he and a colleague measured how familiar children were with their family narratives 
and correlated this with their emotional health and happiness. 

“We were blown away,” Dr. Duke reported. “Being familiar with family history was the single biggest predictor of emotional health and 
happiness.” 

Jewish preschools give kids a clear sense of their history and identity in the world. Learning about Jewish history helps kids understand the 
world, and their place in it. It helps them understand that they’re not alone, but part of a larger community, which has overcome adversity and 
celebrates life. Knowing where they come from helps children make sense of challenges they see around them and gives them the security to 
know they’re connected to other people. 

As our children grow up, being able to answer, “Do You Know?” might be one of the greatest gifts we can give them to help them navigate their 
way. 


