
January 9, 2021 (Tevet 25, 5781) 

Shemot - Shabbat Mevarchim 
 

tinyurl.com/Shabbat1-9-21 
 

 

Service Times 
 

In-person service attendance is limited and registration is 
required. When unable to attend, please still partake in prayer 

services at home. 
 

Erev Shabbat 

Friday, January 8 (Tevet 24) 

 

10:30 am - Zoom Tot Shabbat 
Youth Parsha Activity 

 

4:28 pm - Earliest Candle Lighting 
5:10 pm - Mincha/ Kabbalat Shabbat/ Maariv 

No service. 
5:12 pm - Late Candle Lighting 

 

Shabbat 

Saturday, January 9 (Tevet 25) 

 

9:00 am - Shacharit No service. 
9:55 am - Latest preferable time to say Shema 

 

5:05 pm - Mincha No service. 
Weekly Parsha Shiur - Notes available at this link. 

6:12 pm - Maariv/Havdallah 
6:30 pm - Havdallah & Schmooze 

 Zoom and Facebook 
 

Classes 
 

● Daf Yomi with Rabbi Paul & Yoni Alon 
Sunday-Thursday 8:30 pm, Phone Conference. 

  

● Torah Study with Rabbi Davies 
Sunday 8 pm, Join on Zoom 

  

● Ketuvim with Kenny 
Monday 8 pm, Facebook Live & Zoom  

  

● Lunchtime Talmud with Rabbi Davies 
Thursday 12 pm, Facebook Live & Zoom 

  

● Cholent & Learn with Kenny Abitbol 
Thursday 8 pm, Facebook Live & Zoom  

 

Contributions 
 

In memory of Sandy Katz 
- Linda Scheer    - Esther & David Beckmann 

- Susan & Stuart Kaufman   - Leah Chase 
 

➣ Michael & Ariella Yaschik 

- General contribution 
 

Contributions to CDT  can be made at DorTikvah.org or by check. 
 Donations of $10 or more are acknowledged here. 

 

Dor Tikvah Events 
 

✹ Zoom Tot Shabbat: Justice, Justice - Jan. 15th, 10:30 am
 

Join Zahava for a musical Tot Shabbat with a different theme each week. 
Dortikvah.org/youth-tots for more information and future sessions. 

 

Community Events 

 

✹ TEAM Shabbos Webinars
 

Webinar series from TEAM Shabbos and NASCK with multiple programs 
for congregants. Register at teamshabbos.org/webinars. 
 

✹ The 5 Love Languages Couples Seminar - Last Session Jan. 12th, 9 pm
 

A 6-part online series for couples. Get more info and join at OurJMI.org. 
 

✹ U.S.-Israel Relationship in 2021 with Josh Nason - Jan. 21st, 7 pm 

 

Interactive Zoom program presented by Synagogue Emanu-El and 
AIPAC for the Charleston community, featuring an inside look at top 
issues facing the US-Israel relationship. Get more information here. 

 

Refuah Sheleima 
 

To add or remove a name, contact charlessteinert@gmail.com. 
 

 

Life Cycle 
 

Birthdays 

 

Yahrzeits 

 

➣ Seymour Stricker, Father of Michael Stricker (1/11) 
➣ Boobie Wolper, Great Great Aunt of Nathan Kirshstein (1/11) 
➣ Morris Lazarus, Great Uncle of Nathan Kirshstein (1/14) 

➣ Maxine Zucker, mother of Lenny Zucker (1/16) 
➣ Sylvia Kirshstein, Mother of Nathan Kirshstein (1/16) 

 

Announcements 

 

➣  Our deepest condolences go to Gerry Katz, Robert Katz & 
family, and Susan Sobel & family on the passing of Sandy Katz.  

 

➣ Leah Chase & Peter  
Blumenfeld 

- In memory of David Zeff 

➣ Gloria Adelson
- In honor of the Rosh  

Hashanah services 

Blooma bat Chaya Sara (Bertha Hoffman) 
Blumah Leah bat Yitzhak Dov  

(Rosalind Minster) 
Rahel Tzvia bat Feigel Sara 
Shlomo Yoel ben Miriam (Stanford Kirshtein) 
Ephraim Yehuda Ben Shana Itel  
             (Fred Rosenblum) 
Channah Penina bat Miriam Rochel 
Simcha bat Sura Miriam 

Simcha ben Ettle 
Hodel bat Raozel 
Miriam bat Mazal 
Talia bat Shoshana 
Esther bat Alitza 
Yonatan ben Chana 
Aron David ben Yudah 
Moshe ben Esther 
Yisroel Chaim ben Pesha 

➣ Jennifer Phillips (1/13) 
➣ Moshe Davies (1/14) 
➣ Shmuel Davies (1/14) 

➣ Marcie Rosenberg (1/14) 
➣ Joseph Rubin (1/16) 

https://www.dortikvah.org/event/Join-Minyan
http://images.shulcloud.com/194/uploads/ParshaProject-Shemot.pdf
https://www.etzion.org.il/en/moshes-identity-struggle-which-child-was-not-circumcised-and-why
https://zoom.us/j/3746722612
https://www.facebook.com/pg/DorTikvah/videos
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81368458441
https://iu.zoom.us/j/2911268337
https://zoom.us/j/402011343
https://iu.zoom.us/j/2911268337
https://www.dortikvah.org/payment.php
https://www.dortikvah.org/youth-tots
http://teamshabbos.org/webinars
http://ourjmi.org/
https://images.shulcloud.com/194/uploads/CharlestonNasonBriefing.pdf
mailto:charlessteinert@gmail.com


Shemot 
(Exodus 1:1-6:1) 

The Burning Bush 
By Menachem Feldman   Chabad.org 

 

 

 
 

 

In the portion of Shemot, the first portion in the book of Exodus, we read about Moses’ first experience of Divine revelation. The 

revelation was unique. Moses was tending the sheep of his father-in-law in the desert when he saw a bush burning, yet the bush was 

not consumed. 

 

As the Torah describes the encounter: 

 

Moses was pasturing the flocks of Jethro, his father-in-law, the chief of Midian, and he led the flocks after the free pastureland, and 

he came to the mountain of G‑d, to Horeb. An angel of the L‑rd appeared to him in a flame of fire from within the thorn bush, and 

behold, the thorn bush was burning with fire, but the thorn bush was not being consumed. So Moses said, "Let me turn now and see 

this great spectacle: why does the thorn bush not burn up?" The L‑rd saw that he had turned to see, and G‑d called to him from 

within the thorn bush, and He said, "Moses, Moses!" And he said, "Here I am!" And He said, "Do not draw near here. Take your 

shoes off your feet, because the place upon which you stand is holy soil." 

 

In the book of Genesis, when G‑d spoke to Adam, Eve, Cain, Noah, Abraham, Hagar, Isaac, Rebekah, Laban, and Jacob, G‑d spoke 

to them directly, without the need for an attention-grabbing scheme. Why did G‑d choose to reveal himself to Moses from a bush 

that was burning but was not consumed? 

 

Moses experienced the Divine revelation, not for himself, but for the sake of the Jewish people, whom he would lead out of Egypt 

and to Mount Sinai—the very mountain on which Moses saw the burning bush—to become the nation of G‑d, a nation charged with 

the mission of making G‑d’s vision for this world a reality. It follows, then, that the burning bush was not merely a way to grab 

Moses’ attention, but rather it was the symbolic mission statement of the nation that would be born at Sinai, immediately following 

the Exodus. A blazing fire represents a soul surging upward, yearning to transcend the physical world and connect to spirituality. 

The annals of religious experience are full of people who have felt this burning passion in their hearts, and who chose to retreat from 

this world. They chose to escape civilization, to flee to the forests and hills in an effort to escape the material. They fled the thorns of 

daily existence in order to bond with the spiritual. 

 

The most important message of Judaism, and the first message that G‑d communicates to Moses is this: In order to connect to G‑d 

one must reveal the fire burning within the human heart. To experience the Divine one must discover a longing to reconnect with 

the Divine source of all existence. The fire, however, must not consume the bush. One must not seek to escape the world, which 

sometimes feels like a thorn bush in a desolate place, unsuitable for spiritual growth. The consuming fire of G‑d cannot, 

paradoxically, consume us. 

 

Even Moses, the greatest prophet of all time, the lawgiver, the one who spoke to G‑d “like a man speaks to his friend” could not 

allow himself to be consumed by the fire. We may not abandon the reality in which we live, or forget about the people around us. We 

must be like the flame surging upward, yet remaining grounded by its wick. 

 

Moses was fascinated. How could this be? How was it possible to maintain the fire while living in a thorn bush? Moses said to 

himself: “Let me turn now and see this great spectacle: why does the thorn bush not burn up?" 

 

G‑d responded to Moses’s wonder: “Take your shoes off your feet, because the place upon which you stand is holy soil." 

 

G‑d told Moses that the physical realm, “the place upon which you stand,” is itself a creation of G‑d, which can be elevated to 

become sacred soil. Indeed, all of the earth can become as holy as Mount Sinai. G‑d revealed to Moses the mission statement and 

purpose of the nation that was about to be born: “Take your shoes off your feet,” we are instructed. Remove that which represents 

separation from the soil, and instead imbue the earth itself with holiness. 

 

The purpose of creation, the reason the soul descends into this world, is to sanctify the material, to discover and to unveil the 

potential for any place on earth to hold a burning bush. 

https://www.chabad.org/parshah/article_cdo/aid/3555126/jewish/The-Burning-Bush.htm

