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Upcoming Dor Tikvah Events 
Feb 2: Spirited Friday Night Service 

Feb 16-17: Scout Shabbat - Stay tuned for more details 
Feb 17: Shabbat Shebang 

Feb 18: Cemetery Consecration - stay tuned for more details 

Community Event 
Ora and Rabbi Michael Davies invite the entire community to join 
us in celebrating the upsherin (haircut) of our children, Moshe and 

Shmuel. The celebration will take place on January 28th at 
10:00am at Addlestone Hebrew Academy. 

 
To Auschwitz and Back:  The Joe Engel Story 

When: Wednesday, January 24 at 7 pm 
Where: Terrace Theater, 1956 D Maybank Highway,  

Fee: $12.50 general, $18 Patron (includes reserved seating)  
For more information, contact sandrab@charlestonjcc.org.  

Condolences 
On behalf of Congregation Dor Tikvah, we extend our deepest 

condolences to Michael and Sharon Stricker; Josh Stricker; Elon, 
Sara, and Noah Stricker; and Leila and Greg Drozdow 

on the passing of Michael's father, our member, Dr. Seymour 
Stricker - Shimon ben Yeshayah. 

We pray that the entire Stricker family be comforted among the 
mourners of Zion and Jerusalem. 

Refuah Shelema 
Yechil Yeshiahu ben Fradel 
Robert Levinson 
Hodel bat Raozel (Linda 

Kirshstein) 
Yehudit Elisheva bat Miriam 

Leah Claret (Kate Kalin 
Tobakos) 

Laella bat Simcha 
 

Moshe Ben Chava 
Talia Bat Shoshana 
Blooma bat Chaya Sara (Bertha 

Hoffman) 
Miriam bat Mazal 
Tovah Chaya Bas Gitel Hannah 
Rachel Bat Rivkah 
Mordechai Yehuda Zelig Ben 

Ettel (Marvin Katzen) 

Life Cycle 
Yahrzeits 
! David Funk, father of Laura 

Zucker (1/23) 
! Avram Rubin, father of Joe 

Rubin (1/23) 
! Moses Oberman, uncle of 

Marvin Katzen (1/26) 
 

Birthdays 
! Ellis Grossman (1/21) 
! Robert Katz (1/24) 

Supporters of Congregation Dor Tikvah 
We acknowledge contributions given: 
We appreciate all contributions - those of $10 or more will be acknowledged 
here. Contributions in support of CDT, can be made at, DorTikvah.org or by 
check to Congregation Dor Tikvah | PO Box 80301 | Charleston, SC 29416 

 Shabbat Times 
Bo 

Shevat 4 

Friday, January 19 
5:15 pm – Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat/Maariv  

5:22 pm –Candle Lighting  
6:15 pm – Winter Shabbat Dinner for those with reservations 

Saturday, January 20 
9:00 am – Shacharit 

(9:56 am – Latest preferable time to say the shema) 
10:30 am – Shabbat Morning Youth Groups 

4:55 pm – Mincha 
6:21 pm - Havdalah 

8:00 pm – Motzai Shabbat Pickup Basketball 

Kiddush Sponsor: 
Barbara and Lenny Zucker in memory of Lenny’s mother, 

Maxine Zucker, at yahrzeit time 
 

• Jan 27: Ellen and Harold Davies and Shirley and Mark 
Hus in honor of the 3rd birthday and upsherin of Moshe 
and Shmuel Davies 

• Feb 3: Marcie and David Rosenberg in honor of Sammy’s 
Birthday 

• Feb 10: Available 
• Feb 17: Adrian Reuben in honor of the hospitality of Dor 

Tikvahans 

Weekday Services 
Maariv services every Monday and Wednesday at 7:00 pm.  

Regular Classes 
(Classes held at the Dor Tikvah House. Park in the Shul parking lot.) 

Sunday night Torah 7:30 pm – The Avraham Stories 
 

Lunchtime Talmud @ noon on Thursdays with FaceBook 
Live access. Contact Rabbi@DorTikvah.org with questions. 

Dor Tikvah Youth Programs 
For programming updates visit www.dortikvah.org/youth 

Save the Date 
2nd Annual Dor Tikvah Fundraiser: Not Your Bubbie's 

Shakshuka - Cooking Competition -Sun., Feb. 11th 5:30 pm 
Shwarma or Shnitzel? Gefilte fish or Moroccan fish? Sephardic 
or Ashkenazi? You do not need to be a member of Dor Tikvah 

to participate.  To compete, email Laura Zucker at 
lfzucker@gmail.com. See the Dor Tikvah website for more 

information. In addition, sponsors of the event at any level will 
be invited to attend a private dinner with a spectacular chef 

coming all the way from Israel. 

  
www.facebook.com/DorTikvah  
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Bo – The Steps to Freedom  
by Rabbi Ari Kahn | M’oray Ha’Aish | Aish.com 
Leaving Egypt was not a quick fix; it was a slow process, made up of many stages. While each plague made Pharaoh more defiant, more 
stubborn, the Jews, who looked on in awe at the humbling of Egypt, were strengthened in their belief in the G-d of their fathers and mothers. G-
d's sudden involvement in human history was dramatic, and it reinforced the faith of the slaves in the promise of freedom that had been handed 
down from one generation to the next. 

As the days, weeks, and months wore on, the Egyptians became preoccupied with their own survival. Still reeling from the previous plague, they 
braced themselves for the next display of Divine wrath. With each passing day, they had less and less energy to spend on routine matters, and the 
vise around the necks of the slaves loosened. As the masters devolved into cowering, trembling victims of Pharaoh's coldhearted policy of denial, 
the Hebrew slaves were gradually liberated from their servitude - simply because their masters were preoccupied with their own survival. 

Parashat Bo describes the plague of darkness, during which the Egyptians were completely incapacitated, but the Jews, who were no longer 
slaves, were not quite free. Several more stages of emancipation would have to ensue before their transformation would be complete, and these 
would come in rapid succession, in the course of less than twenty-four hours: First, they Jews would hold the prototypical Passover Seder, which 
would be followed first by the death of Egypt's firstborn at midnight, and then, finally, by their own march to freedom, in broad daylight, the 
following day. Each of these elements was a distinct stage in their emancipation. 

The most obvious aspect of their freedom is the exodus itself, as they walked out of Egypt after a night of awe and wonders. At that point, they 
were truly free: A nation emerged from under the oppression of another nation. Their journey to the Land flowing with milk and honey had 
begun, albeit after a stop at the mountain known as Sinai. Although their march to the Promised Land would take longer than they anticipated, 
they made their journey as a free and independent nation. 

The night before, Egypt had been struck; every Egyptian family was in mourning for their own firstborn. Egyptian culture was built on a 
hierarchical system of primogeniture, in which the firstborn ruled the family by controlling the younger siblings who in turn, controlled the lower 
classes, who in turn controlled the slaves. Pharaoh himself was the firstborn of the firstborn of the firstborn; as Rabbi Soloveitchik, echoing his 
great-grandfather Rabbi Naftali Tzvi Yehudah Berlin (Ha'amek Davar, Shmot 15:1), explained, the entire Egyptian economy was based on the 
ascending order of privilege and power, and rested on slave labor. The visual representation of this system is the pyramid - with Pharaoh at its 
pinnacle, and the plague of the firstborn brought this pyramid of power crashing down. In a very real sense, the final plague liberated the 
Egyptians from the tyranny of their own political and economic system at the stroke of midnight. 

With his empire in ruins and his own family decimated, Pharaoh commands the Jews to leave Egypt, but in a final act of defiance, the Jews 
disregard Pharaoh's command. They refuse to sneak out like thieves in the night, and instead choose to leave on their own terms, in their own 
time, in broad daylight. The time and terms of their departure bolster their dignity and sense of personal liberty, while simultaneously giving 
their erstwhile oppressor one final slap in the face: Pharaoh, the self-styled "sun god," cannot bend a nation of slaves to his will, even under the 
blazing sun. 

Only a few hours earlier, the Jews experienced another stage of freedom. As each extended family gathered for the sacrifice of the Paschal lamb 
offering, the Jews - for a first time in a very long time - experienced religious freedom. The symbol of Egypt was sacrificed to the G-d of Israel, 
and its blood was displayed for all to see, on the doorposts of every Jewish home. 

There are many facets of emancipation, many kinds of freedom: Religious freedom, political freedom, economic freedom, national self-
definition and self-determination. Step by step, G-d led the Jews through the many stages that brought them their complete freedom, allowing 
them to appreciate and savor each step along the way. 

This multi-stage process addresses another very human need: As each aspect of freedom is experienced, the imagination of the not-yet-
emancipated slave is re-awakened. After generations of slavery, they are given a taste of freedom that stirs them, for the first time, to imagine, to 
anticipate, to look to the future and envision a new reality. The Targum (Pseudo) Yonatan illustrates this concept in a brief but fascinating 
comment:  You have seen what I did to the Egyptians, how I bore you on eagles' wings and brought you to Me. (Shmot 19:4). 

The straightforward reading of the verse is sequential: First, G-d took us out of Egypt, and then He brought us to Mount Sinai ("brought you to 
Me"). Targum (Pseudo) Yonatan's read is very different: 

You have seen what I did to the Egyptians; and how I took you upon clouds which are comparable to eagles' wings, from Ramses, to the place of 
the Beit Hamikdash, there to perform the Passover (offering); and in the same night I brought you back to Ramses, and from there have brought 
you here, to (receive) the instruction of My Torah. (Targum (Pseudo) Yonatan, Shmot 19:4) 

This interpretation suggests that on the night of Passover, before midnight, the Jews were transported from their primitive slave dwellings to the 
glorious Temple in Jerusalem, where they sacrificed the Paschal offering and observed the Passover seder. Rather than telling us what happened 
that night, the Targum (Pseudo) Yonatan may be trying to convey what the Jews experienced that night: Having achieved religious freedom, they 
felt as if they were in Jerusalem, a free people celebrating Passover in the Holy Temple, the heart of their Homeland. The act of religious 
freedom, of serving G-d as proud and free Jews, gave them the ability to believe in all of the other aspects of their freedom. Experientially, they 
were in Jerusalem that night. They were free - in mind, in spirit, in thought, in belief. All that remained was to relocate. 

Every year, every Jew relives this experience. The objective of the celebration of Passover is to transport our extended family - each and every 
extended family that makes up the People of Israel - to Jerusalem. Whether in North Africa or Warsaw, in luxury or in poverty, free or under 
foreign domination, celebrating Passover enabled Jews throughout history, regardless of the boundaries of time and place, to feel what it meant 
to leave Egypt. More than that, it allowed them to feel what it is like to be completely free, and to celebrate that freedom in Jerusalem. 

Perhaps (Pseudo) Yonatan allowed his own imagination to run wild; historically, factually, the Jews celebrated Passover in Egypt that night. 
Experientially, though, he captured what the Jews felt that night in Egypt. The first step to emancipation is the belief that freedom is possible. 
Only when we believe that it can be do we begin to hope, to yearn. Only then can we be truly free. 


