
January 2, 2021 (Tevet 18, 5781) 

Vayechi 
 

tinyurl.com/Shabbat1-2-21 
 

 

 

Service Times 
 

In-person service attendance is limited and registration is 
required. When unable to attend, please still partake in prayer 

services at home. 
 

Erev Shabbat 

Friday, January 1 (Tevet 17) 

 

10:30 am - Zoom Tot Shabbat 
Youth Parsha Activity 

 

4:23 pm - Earliest Candle Lighting 
5:05 pm - Mincha/ Kabbalat Shabbat/ Maariv 

Register to attend. 
5:07 pm - Late Candle Lighting 

 

Shabbat 

Saturday, January 2 (Tevet 18) 

 

9:00 am - Shacharit Register to attend. 
9:53 am - Latest preferable time to say Shema 

 

5:00 pm - Mincha Register to attend. 
Weekly Parsha Shiur - Notes available at this link. 

6:06 pm - Maariv/Havdallah 
6:30 pm - Havdallah & Schmooze 

 Zoom and Facebook 
 

Classes 
 

See our full week of virtual programming HERE. 
 

● Daf Yomi with Rabbi Paul & Yoni Alon 
Sunday-Thursday 8:30 pm, Phone Conference. 

  

● Torah Study with Rabbi Davies 
Sunday 8 pm, Join on Zoom 

  

● Ketuvim with Kenny 
Monday 8 pm, Facebook Live & Zoom  

  

● Lunchtime Talmud with Rabbi Davies 
Thursday 12 pm, Facebook Live & Zoom 

  

● Cholent & Learn with Kenny Abitbol 
Thursday 8 pm, Facebook Live & Zoom  

 

Announcements 

 

➣ Our office will be closed Friday, January 
1st. Normal office hours will resume 

Monday, January 4th. 

 

Dor Tikvah Events 
 

✹ Zoom Tot Shabbat: R-E-S-P-E-C-T - Jan. 8th, 10:30 am 

 

Join Zahava for a musical Tot Shabbat with a different theme each week. 
Dortikvah.org/youth-tots for more information and future sessions. 

 

Community Events 
 

✹ TEAM Shabbos Webinars: Shabbos Parshas Vayechi - Jan. 2nd 

 

Webinar series from TEAM Shabbos and NASCK featuring multiple 
programs for congregants, especially those not attending shul. 
Register at teamshabbos.org/webinars. 
 

✹ The 5 Love Languages Couples Seminar - Tues., 9 pm 

 

A 6-part online series for couples. Get more info and join at OurJMI.org. 
 

Refuah Sheleima 

To add or remove a name, contact charlessteinert@gmail.com. 
 

 

Life Cycle 
 

Birthdays 
 

➣ Sam Kirshtein (1/4) 
 

Yahrzeits 

Contributions 

 

Contributions to CDT  can be made at DorTikvah.org or by check. 
 Donations of $10 or more are acknowledged here. 

Blooma bat Chaya Sara (Bertha Hoffman) 
Blumah Leah bat Yitzhak Dov (Rosalind Minster) 
Rahel Tzvia bat Feigel Sara 
Shlomo Yoel ben Miriam (Stanford Kirshtein) 
Ephraim Yehuda Ben Shana Itel  
(Fred Rosenblum) 
Sara Leah bat Batia (Sandy Katz) 
Channah Penina bat Miriam Rochel 
Simcha bat Sura Miriam 

Simcha ben Ettle 
Hodel bat Raozel 
Miriam bat Mazal 
Talia bat Shoshana 
Esther bat Alitza 
Yisroel Chaim ben Pesha 
Yonatan ben Chana 
Aron David ben Yudah 
Moshe ben Esther 

➣ Arthur Leighton Shorago,  
Father of Susan Chase (1/1) 

➣ Cecile Lazarus, Grandmother of  
Nathan Kirshstein (1/1) 

➣ Dana Ellen Rothschild,  
Sister of Greg Rothschild (1/1) 

➣ Sylvia Lazarus, Great Aunt of  
Nathan Kirshstein (1/3) 

➣ Betty Cooper, Mother of  
Sandra Katz (1/6) 

➣ Ira Rosenberg, Father of  
David Rosenberg (1/7) 

 

➣ Ezra & Lisa Cappell & Family 
 

-In memory of Eva Lipman, sister of Anita Zucker 
 

➣ Marcie & David Rosenberg 

- In honor of Jeremy Zucker's Bar Mitzvah 
- In honor of Rabbi and Ora Davies  
- In honor of DT Board of Directors 

- In memory of  
Rose Goldberg & Eva Lipman 

 

https://www.dortikvah.org/event/Join-Minyan
https://images.shulcloud.com/194/uploads/ParshaVayechiProject.pdf
https://www.dortikvah.org/event/Join-Minyan
https://www.dortikvah.org/event/Join-Minyan
https://www.dortikvah.org/event/Join-Minyan
https://www.etzion.org.il/en/numbering-years-life
https://zoom.us/j/3746722612
https://www.facebook.com/pg/DorTikvah/videos
https://images.shulcloud.com/194/uploads/VirtualWeeklyProgramming.pdf
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81368458441
https://iu.zoom.us/j/2911268337
https://zoom.us/j/402011343
https://iu.zoom.us/j/2911268337
https://www.dortikvah.org/youth-tots
http://teamshabbos.org/webinars
http://ourjmi.org/
mailto:charlessteinert@gmail.com
https://www.dortikvah.org/payment.php


 
When Covid is Over: The Hidden 

Blessings of 2020 
By Rabbi Benjamin Blech   Aish.com

 

 
 

 

There are blessings waiting to blossom in the aftermath of our global confrontation with the angel of death. 

 

Regarding the unprecedented development of two new vaccines in less than a year with over 90% efficacy, with the promise of 

eradicating the coronavirus global pandemic in the very near future, Health and Human Services Secretary Alex Azar called the 

moment “nothing short of a medical miracle”. Jews could not help but note the startling coincidence that both the Pfizer as well as the 

Moderna vaccine miracles received approval during the holiday of Hanukkah, the festival which annually affirms the power of light 

over darkness and hope over despair as a result of miraculous divine intervention. Dreadfully, the plague has not as yet ended. 

Sickness and death are still with us in unbearable numbers. But with the discovery of the vaccine, the darkness of night promises to be 

followed by the light of dawn and the joy of sunrise. Hopefully, it is not too soon to ask: How will our lives change in the aftermath? 

Can we ever return to the “normal” that preceded the pandemic? And perhaps most important of all – are there any things that we 

learned from the days of horror that might bring with them seeds of wisdom and blessing for the future? We cannot undo what 

happened, nor do any attempts at theological justification suffice. We are no wiser than Job who was simply reminded by G-d of the 

limitations of human intellect. Tragedy remains tragic. But as Robert Kennedy so perceptively put it, “Tragedy is a tool for the living to 

gain wisdom, not a guide by which to live.” And perhaps, as Richard Bach beautifully wrote, “What the caterpillar calls the end of the 

world, the Master calls the butterfly.” 

 

It is our response to tragedy that defines us. The Torah gives us the initial illustration of a common but foolish reaction. Noah was the 

first to witness global destruction. No sooner did he leave the ark and bear witness to the world’s devastation than he “planted a 

vineyard and drank of the wine, and was drunken” (Genesis 9:20 – 21). Escape – wine, drugs, licentiousness – invariably attempt to 

ease our pain since Noah’s time, with equally unsatisfactory results. Some think the post-pandemic era will suffer a similar fate. Yale 

professor Nicholas Christakis, in his new book “Apollo’s Arrow: The Profound and Enduring Impact of Coronavirus on the Way We 

Live” claims society will make up for lost time as soon as it’s safe to do so, with hedonism and profligacy “plunging humanity into an 

era of vice and indulgence.” But that is not what contemporary polls and research are showing. There are blessings waiting to blossom 

in the aftermath of our global confrontation with the angel of death. In a remarkable piece in The New Republic, “Imagining a Better 

Life After the Coronavirus”, Jonathan Malesic posed the following question to his Twitter followers: “Are there any ways your life is 

better in this situation?” From around the country, responders stressed they found a number of positives in their new reality – more 

time to spend with their families, less work pressure, and more flexibility in their working hours. None of them want to go back to “the 

old way of normal.” People also report a renewed appreciation for talking to their loved ones – 72% say the pandemic will have a 

positive impact on how we communicate in the future. "I think there will be some upside” to this disruption that workers will want to 

preserve, says Debra Dinnocenzo, the president of VirtualWorks, a consulting firm that advises companies on transitioning to 

telework. “People, families, are going to be spending more time together,” she says.  

 

“I think people will be more adamant that they want more time to work at home and not go back to all the crazy commuting they were 

doing before." For many, that will sit well with their bosses. Nearly three-quarters of corporate finance officials surveyed in late March 

by Gartner, a business research and consulting firm, said their companies plan to move many of on-site workers to permanent remote 

status as part of their post-COVID cost-cutting efforts. 

 

By now, everyone has a list of things they once took for granted but now miss dearly, or things they’ve discovered and fallen in love 

with during this period of staying at home. These are the people, places, and things for which we have a newfound or renewed 

appreciation. We’re sorry we didn’t appreciate them before the pandemic and we promise ourselves that we won’t make that mistake 

again when things return to normal-ish. The pandemic has brought to light many failings of our society and values, among them the 

religious devotion to work: the very American notion that only through labor do our lives have meaning. The Kinder Institute for 

Urban Research concluded that “Our culture often forces us to choose between our work and the people we love.” The pandemic for 

many taught us which one is the better option. “Without commuting as well as the wasted time in office nonsense, I find myself able to 

read, to study and to learn far more than I’ve ever done before” was the response of the great majority. One New York Times reader 

wrote, “It is part of the human condition to not appreciate something until it was taken away. When our lives return to normal – 

sooner I hope rather than later – I will never again take for granted the joy of hugging and kissing my children, my sisters, my 

friends.” These insights echo what Jewish traditions can powerfully teach us without the need for learning from tragedy. Shabbat, the 

day not simply of rest but rather of human purpose, emphasizes that we do not live to work but that we work in order to live lives of 

meaning and connection, and contact with the Divine. Perhaps in some measure, these values will become part of the lesson of the 

pandemic after we heal from its curses. Perhaps, too, we will at long last grasp that the greatest tragedy of life is not that it ends so 

soon but that we begin it so late. 

https://www.aish.com/ci/s/When-Covid-is-Over-The-Hidden-Blessings-of-2020.html

