Shemot

January 18th, 2020 (Tevet 21, 5780)

Service Times
Friday, January 17 (Tevet 20)

4:34pm – Earliest Candle Lighting
5:15pm – Mincha/ Kabalat Shabbat/ Maariv
5:20pm – Late Candle Lighting
Saturday, January 18 (Tevet 21)

9:00am – Shacharit
9:56am – Latest Preferable Time to Say Shema
10:30am – Shabbat Morning Youth Groups
4:45pm – Mincha
6:19pm – Maariv/Havdalah
Kiddush Sponsorship:
Ruth and Barry Warren
In honor of their new grandson, Elan Asher.
1/25 – Barbara and Lenny Zucker
In memory of Lenny’s mother, Maxine Zucker, at yahrzeit time.
2/1 – David and Marcie Rosenberg
In honor of the engagement of their daughter Rachel to Ben Atwood and welcoming
the Atwood family to Charleston.
Please consider honoring a special event or person in your life by sponsoring a Kiddush.
Contact Lenny Zucker at lenbarbz@alum.mit.edu. Regular Kiddush is $150.

Weekday Services
Maariv (only)
Monday & Wednesday 7pm

Regular Classes
 Daf Yomi class with Rabbi Paul & Yoni Alon
Sun. 7pm, Mon. 7:20pm, Tues. 8pm, Wed. 7:20pm, Thurs. 7pm
Dor Tikvah House

 Torah Study: “The Avraham Stories” with Rabbi Davies
Sunday 7:30pm, Congregation Dor Tikvah
Off this week.

 “Ketuvim with Kenny” with Kenny Abitbol
Monday 7:30pm, Gilston Chapel
Available through Facebook Live!

 “Lunchtime Talmud” with Rabbi Davies
Thursday 12pm, Gilston Chapel
Available through Facebook Live!

Coming Up
Middle School Shabbaton – Jan. 24th-25th
COST PER CHILD: $75 for whole weekend, $30 for Saturday night
only. Register at Dortikvah.org/event/Shabbaton20 by Jan. 19th.

Dr. Stewart Weinberg Breakfast Minyan – Jan. 26th, 8:30am
First Breakfast Minyan speaker of 2020, speaking on Climate Crisis.
RSVP to CharlesSteinert@gmail.com by Jan. 23rd.
Details at Dortikvah.org/event/Breakfast-with-Weinberg.

Women's Book Club – Jan. 28th, 7pm
Discussing The 5 Love Languages by Gary Chapman
at the home of Susan Chase, 1579 Spinnaker Ln.
Details at Dortikvah.org/event/Jan-Rosh-Chodesh.

Teen Stars and Strikes – Feb. 8th
More information to come. Dortikvah.org/event/Stars-and-Strikes20

Not Your Bubbie's Shakshuka! – Feb. 23rd, 5:30pm
Our annual fundraiser, an upscale cooking competition, Ashkenazi vs.
Sephardi foods. Details and registration at
Dortikvah.org/event/Not-Bubbies-Shakshuka20

Community Events
2020 MLK Parade – Jan. 20th, 10am
The Jewish Community marches in the annual MLK Jr. Day Parade.
Liberation of Auschwitz Commemoration – Jan. 28th, 10:30am
A statewide Holocaust Remembrance ceremony for the 75th
anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz. Register at bit.ly/Ausch75.

Refuah Shelema
To add or remove a name, contact charlessteinert@gmail.com.
Robert Levinson
Simcha ben Ettle
Hodel bat Raozel
Miriam bat Mazal
Talia bat Shoshana
Blooma bat Chaya Sara
(Bertha Hoffman)
Refael Aharon ben Devorah
Reena Firetag
Yocheved bat Sarah
Isabella Beaudoin
Yoseph Ben Sara
Aharon Ben Yitta

 “Cholent and Learn” with Kenny Abitbol

Life Cycle

Thursday 8pm, Dor Tikvah House
Available through Facebook Live!

Contributions
 Katie Bielsky in honor of Rachel Rosenberg's engagement to Ben Atwood
 Linda Scheer in memory of Dana Rothschild-Levy
 Leah Chase in memory of Faye Olasov, Henry Freudenberg,
& Don Budman’s brother Sheldon and mother Elsie

Birthday

Yahrzeit

 Susan Addlestone (1/17)
 Shimoni Rosenthal (1/18)
 Anita Zucker (1/19)
 Ellis Grossman (1/21)
 Robert Katz (1/24)

 Betty Cooper, mother of Sandra Katz (1/19)
 Ira Rosenberg, father of
David Rosenberg (1/20)
 Seymour Stricker, father of
Michael Stricker (1/24)
 Boobie Wolper, Great Great Aunt of
Nathan Kirshstein (1/24)

Contributions can be made at DorTikvah.org or by check to Congregation Dor Tikvah.

Participate in a new, brief survey from the Rabbinical Council of America on
the political views of American Orthodox Jews at bit.ly/ortho-political-2020b.
It’s anonymous and open to everyone 18+, until noon on Feb. 3rd.

Esther bat Alitza
Baruch Leib ben Chaya Freidel
(Burt Roslyn)
Yisrael ben Chaya
Yisrael Haynu
ben Shimon Avraham
Chaiah Leah bat Shier
Louis Waring
Elijah Myer ben Malkah
Rivka Bat Batya (Robyn Dudley)
Jack Spitz
Yisroel Mordechai Ben Fradel
Shoshana bat Chaya

Anniversary
 Jonathan & Laura Zucker (1/18)

Shemot
(Exodus 1:1-6:1)
Pharaoh's Daughter:
The Rebel
By Rabbi Yehonasan Gefen

Aish.com

One of the heroic figures who briefly appears in the Torah is Batya, the daughter of Pharaoh. Her only mention in the Torah is with
regard to the pivotal moment in Jewish history when she drew baby Moses out of the river Nile. The Torah then describes how she
sent Moses to be nursed by none other than his real mother, Yocheved, and then brought him back into the Palace to grow up as an
honored Prince. The Sages provide us with a number of extra details about Batya which can help us develop a deeper understanding of
her greatness.
The Torah tells us that the reason Batya was at the river was in order to wash herself. The Gemara in Sotah tells us that this was no
normal washing; rather she went to immerse in the Nile to cleanse herself of the idols of her father. Rashi explains this to mean that
she was actually converting to the Jewish people. Given the context of the times that seems like an astounding act of rebellion against
the values and attitudes of the Egyptian nation and Pharaoh, her own father! Moreover, the Jewish people were in the most unenviable
situation imaginable at this point in their history. Mired in a never-ending slavery to the cruel Egyptians, one cannot imagine that
many Egyptians would like to have joined this forlorn nation at this point. All the more so would this be the case with regard to
someone in the position of Batya who was the daughter of the most powerful man of the most powerful nation in the world! The
Gemara continues its account of what happened when Moshe appeared in the river. It tells us that when Batya saw him she wanted to
save him. Realizing that he was obviously a Jewish boy, Batya's attendants tried to prevent her; they argued, "The way of the world is
that if a King makes decrees then even if the whole world does not follow them, but at least his own children should follow them; yet
you are transgressing the decree of your father!" The attendants had a very simple argument; that Batya should show loyalty to her
father and follow his decrees. Yet Batya did not listen to their entreaties, rather she greatly exerted herself to save the Jewish baby.
This indicates that Batya possessed a pervading sense of the moral course of action even when it contradicted the moral imperative to
obey one's father.
The Midrash develops further our understanding of the qualities of this unique woman. In the Book of Chronicles we are told that
Batya married a man by the name of Mered. The Midrash tells us that Mered was none other than Kaleb Ben Yefunneh, the man most
famous for being one of the two spies who withstood the arguments of the ten spies who spoke badly about the land of Israel. Why,
then, does the Prophet call him Mered whose root means rebel? The Midrash answers; "he rebelled against the spies and she rebelled
against the counsel of her father. Let the rebel come and marry the rebel." Again, we see the Sages emphasizing the rebellious nature
of Batya, but how this nature was applied in a righteous way, to the extent that she is compared to the highly admirable 'rebel', Kalev,
who overcame great pressure to act in the correct way. These sayings of the Sages teach us how Batya epitomized the quality of going
against the beliefs and actions of the society in which she grew up. In this way she emulated the first Jew, Abraham, who rejected the
values of the society he grew up in order to follow the true path. Batya emulated Abraham in a further sense, as well; in the course of
Abraham's rebellion he even acted in a seemingly disobedient manner towards his father, Terach who owned an idol store. The wellknown Midrash tells us how Abraham destroyed all but one of his father's idols and then claimed that the biggest idol destroyed the
others, thereby exposing the foolishness of his father's belief system. We know that honoring one's parents is a fundamental concept
according to the Torah so how could Abraham act in such a seemingly disrespectful fashion? The answer is that honoring one's
parents does not mean that one is obligated to follow in their lifestyle if it is incongruent with following G-d's will. Indeed Jewish law
clearly states that whilst a child must listen to his parent's requests, this is not the case if they command him to do something that
contradicts the Torah. Accordingly, Abraham was correct in rejecting his father's values and exposing their fallacies, because that was
G-d's will. In the same way, Batya recognized that in the situation she was in - of seeing a Jewish baby stranded in the river - that the
morally correct course of action was to go against her father's decree and to save the baby. Indeed, her rejection of her father's belief
system was not limited to this single action. The fact that she later married Kalev means that she certainly converted to Judaism.
Indeed the Midrash reveals to us how G-d Himself viewed Batya: "Said the Holy One, Blessed is He, to Batya, daughter of Pharaoh,
'Moses was not your son, yet you called him your son. You too, are not my daughter, but I shall call you my daughter.' As it is written:
'These are the sons of Batya' [which means] daughter of G-d."
We have seen how Batya merited to join the Jewish people and be called G-d's daughter, because of her brave commitment to
following G-d even when it meant disobeying her mighty father and rejecting his value system. This provides a vital lesson to all of
us. The Torah does place great emphasis on the importance of honoring and listening to one's parents, however that is only within the
boundaries of the Torah. Once the lifestyle and commands of one's parents deviate from the Torah, then the child is obligated to
follow the Torah. This is particularly relevant to people from non-observant backgrounds who face the challenge of family opposition
to adoption of a Torah lifestyle. However, in truth, honoring one's parents does not include making the life decisions that they want
their child to make, rather one must search for the truth independent of his upbringing. May we all merit to emulate Batya in our
search for truth.

