
January 16, 2021 (Shevat 3, 5781) 

Va’era 
 

tinyurl.com/Shabbat1-16-21 
 

 

 

Service Times 
 

In-person services will not be held this Shabbat. 
 

Though we will not be meeting at the Shul for prayer, it is 
preferable to partake in prayer services as a community, 

even apart. Therefore, times will remain listed. 
 

Erev Shabbat 

Friday, January 15 (Shevat 2) 

 

10:30 am - Zoom Tot Shabbat 
Youth Parsha Activity 

 

4:33 pm - Earliest Candle Lighting 
5:15 pm - Mincha/ Kabbalat Shabbat/ Maariv 

5:18 pm - Late Candle Lighting 
 

Shabbat 

Saturday, January 16 (Shevat 3) 

 

9:00 am - Shacharit 
9:56 am - Latest preferable time to say Shema 

 

5:10 pm - Mincha 
Weekly Parsha Shiur - Notes available at this link. 

6:17 pm - Maariv/Havdallah 
6:30 pm - Havdallah & Schmooze 

 Zoom and Facebook 
 

Classes 
 

● Daf Yomi with Rabbi Paul & Yoni Alon 
Sunday-Thursday 8:30 pm, Phone Conference. 

  

● Torah Study with Rabbi Davies 
Sunday 8 pm, Join on Zoom 

  

● Ketuvim with Kenny 
Monday 8 pm, Facebook Live & Zoom  

  

● Lunchtime Talmud with Rabbi Davies 
Thursday 12 pm, Facebook Live & Zoom 

  

● Cholent & Learn with Kenny Abitbol 
Thursday 8 pm, Facebook Live & Zoom  

 

Contributions 
 

Wendy Garfinkel-Gold & Family 
 

- In honor of Rabbi Davies 
 

- In memory of Elyse Garfinkle 
and Philip & Irene Garfinkel 

 
 

Contributions to CDT  can be made at DorTikvah.org or by check 
to 1645 Raoul Wallenberg Blvd., Charleston, SC 29407. 

 Donations of $10 or more are acknowledged here. 

 

Dor Tikvah Events 
 

✹ Zoom Tot Shabbat: Tu B’Shvat- Jan. 22th, 10:30 am
 

Join Zahava for a musical Tot Shabbat with a different theme each week. 
Dortikvah.org/youth-tots for more information and future sessions. 

 

Community Events 
 

✹ TEAM Shabbos Webinar Marathon - Jan. 16th - 24th 
 

TEAM Shabbos & NASCK re-air their webinar series. CLICK HERE to get 
more information and register. 
 

✹ U.S.-Israel Relationship in 2021 with Josh Nason - Jan. 21st, 7 pm 

 

Interactive Zoom program presented by Synagogue Emanu-El and 
AIPAC for the Charleston community, featuring an inside look at top 
issues facing the US-Israel relationship. Get more information here. 

 

Refuah Sheleima 
 

To add or remove a name, contact charlessteinert@gmail.com. 
 

 

Life Cycle 
 

Birthdays 

 

Anniversaries 

 

➣ Jonathan & Laura Zucker (1/18) 
 

Yahrzeits 

 

➣ Maxine Zucker, mother of Lenny Zucker (1/16) 
➣ Sylvia Kirshstein, Mother of Nathan Kirshstein (1/16) 

➣ Raymond Frisch, Father of Ellen Mintz (1/19) 
➣ Avram Rubin, Father of Joseph Rubin (1/20) 
➣ David Funk, Father of Laura Zucker (1/20) 

 

Announcements 

 

➣  Our deepest condolences go to the Katz family on the passing of 
Sandy Katz. Recorded footage of the funeral service is now 
available HERE. 

Blooma bat Chaya Sara (Bertha Hoffman) 
Blumah Leah bat Yitzhak Dov  

(Rosalind Minster) 
Rahel Tzvia bat Feigel Sara 
Shlomo Yoel ben Miriam (Stanford Kirshtein) 
Ephraim Yehuda Ben Shana Itel  
             (Fred Rosenblum) 
Channah Penina bat Miriam Rochel 
Yisroel Chaim ben Pesha 

Simcha ben Ettle 
Hodel bat Raozel 
Miriam bat Mazal 
Talia bat Shoshana 
Esther bat Alitza 
Yonatan ben Chana 
Aron David ben Yudah 
Moshe ben Esther 

➣ Joseph Rubin (1/16) 
➣ Susan Addlestone (1/17) 
➣ Shimoni Rosenthal (1/18) 

➣ Anita Zucker (1/19) 
➣ Ellis Grossman (1/21) 

http://images.shulcloud.com/194/uploads/VaeraParshaProject.pdf
https://www.etzion.org.il/en/knowing-name-god
https://zoom.us/j/3746722612
https://www.facebook.com/pg/DorTikvah/videos
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81368458441
https://iu.zoom.us/j/2911268337
https://zoom.us/j/402011343
https://iu.zoom.us/j/2911268337
https://www.dortikvah.org/payment.php
https://www.dortikvah.org/youth-tots
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/team-shabbos-webinar-marathon-tickets-135339244323?aff=YahooLists
https://images.shulcloud.com/194/uploads/CharlestonNasonBriefing.pdf
mailto:charlessteinert@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/play/0-WiuoWEmkURlwKYg7D9ZZO1kpHRUk80F6NOxfdR7aAUL4_tIAHzo6bUn1TTj2TbtPcVX3jcyLAcu-lq.2NCu4Wj-yVZyXfdN?continueMode=true&_x_zm_rtaid=j64t-CXzSQe6yRFsKlZtHw.1610567378945.e88b8e3404d5fa92e4024d7a2ee52052&_x_zm_rhtaid=243


Va’era 
(Exodus 6:2–9:35) 

The Measure of Goodness 
By Rabbi Yissocher Frand   Aish.com 

 

 

 

 

Moses' first visit to Pharaoh did not turn out exactly as he had expected. As the messenger of G-d, he had hoped to convince 

Pharaoh to release the Jewish people from bondage. But Pharaoh responded with disdain, "Moshe and Aharon, why are you making 

trouble? The people have work to do, and you're only getting in the way." Then Pharaoh had turned the screws of bondage even 

tighter. He decreed that the people had to go out and procure their own building materials, but the quota expected of them would 

not be lowered. 

 

Moshe was upset, and he said to Hashem (Shemos 5:22), "My Master, why have You treated these people badly? Why did You send 

me on this mission?" 

 

G-d took exception to Moshe's questions and rebuked him. "I am Hashem. I appeared to Avraham, to Yitzchak and to Yaakov, and 

they never questioned Me. I promised Avraham the entire land of Israel, yet he could not find a grave for his wife Sarah until he paid 

a high price for a burial ground. Did he complain? Did he question Me? I told Yitzchak to live in this land, that I would give it to him 

and his descendants, yet in order to find water he had to wrangle with the Philistine shepherds. Did he complain? Did he question 

Me? I promised Yaakov the entire land, yet he was unable to find a place to pitch his tent until he bought a place from Chamor ben 

Shechem for one hundred kesitas. Did he complain? Did he question Me? Only you had complaints, Moshe. Only you questioned 

Me. What a loss the patriarchs are to Me. What an irreplaceable loss!" 

 

The patriarchs had also experienced adverse conditions. They had also had times when things did not go as well as they might have 

expected. But they never complained. They never questioned Hashem. Moshe did, and Hashem rebuked him for it. If we think into 

it more deeply, however, it would seem that there is an important difference between Moshe and the patriarchs. They were private 

citizens, so to speak, individuals who were having a hard time. True, the promises they received from Hashem involved a future 

nation, but at the time they experienced their hardships, there was no nation as yet. Only they themselves were affected. Therefore, 

the patriarchs could, in all good conscience, suffer in silence and not complain. 

 

Moshe, however, was the leader of an entire nation, responsible for the welfare of millions of people. It was his duty to advocate for 

them, to fight for their welfare, to complain when things did not go well for them. Why then did Hashem rebuke him? What did he 

do wrong? When the Jewish people sinned with the Golden Calf, Moshe argued for their survival, otherwise, he said, "Erase me 

from Your book." And Hashem did not object. When Moshe came to their defense again and again in the desert, Hashem did not 

object. Why did He object now? 

 

The answer lies in Moshe's choice of words. "My Master," he said, "why have You treated these people badly?" He characterized 

Hashem's actions as "bad." This was his mistake. True, it was his responsibility to advocate for the Jewish people. True, it was his 

responsibility to complain to Hashem when things did not go well for them. But at the same time, he had to recognize that 

everything Hashem did was good. All he could do was ask that it become better. In his position, Moshe should have had too 

profound understanding of the goodness of Hashem's actions to utter the words "treated them badly." 

 

When Pharaoh asked Yaakov how old he was, he replied (Bereishis 47:9), "The years of my life have been few and bad." According to 

the Midrash, Hashem immediately said to Yaakov, "I saved you from Eisav and Lavan and I returned Dinah and Yosef to you, and 

now you are complaining that your years are few and bad? Your life will be shortened by the number of words in your complaint." 

 

Yaakov never expressed his complaints to Hashem, but apparently deep inside he did not perceive the absolute good of everything 

Hashem had sent his way. Although his life may have been bitter, he should have realized that it was not bad. The confrontation 

with Eisav developed the Jewish people's ability to contend with Eisav's descendants in future generations. Yosef's removal to Egypt 

paved the way for the salvation of the nation. These were difficult, trying and even incomprehensible events, but ultimately, they 

were not bad. As the Chafetz Chaim points out, strong medicine may be bitter, but if it is effective, it cannot be considered bad. 

 

This is where Moshe erred. In his great love and devotion for the Jewish people, he was distracted by their momentary affliction and 

lost sight of its ultimate good. For that brief moment when those fateful words slipped out, he failed to see that, in the broader 

scheme of things, Hashem was treating the Jewish people exceedingly well. 

https://www.aish.com/tp/i/rabbi-frand/567121491.html?s=parw

