
QUESTIONS ON YOM KIPPUR-SUKKOT 
 

 
Q-1.  (a) Since we may not blow a shofar when Rosh Hashana is on Shabbat, why may we blow a shofar at the end 
of ne’ila when Yom Kippur falls on Shabbat (2 views)? (b) Since we observe 2 days in chutz la’aretz for other Yomim 
Tovim due to sefeika de-yoma (calendar doubt), why not for Yom Kippur (4 views)? (c) In the Yom Kippur avoda, why 
was a red cloth tied to the goat selected for Azazel (2 views)? (Vayikra 16:8)  
 
A-1.  (a) (1) Chazal banned blowing a shofar on Rosh Hashana lest one consult an expert about the shofar and do 
the melacha of carrying in a public domain – on Yom Kippur, with only one blast, there is no similar fear; (2) on Yom 
Kippur, when we blow a shofar, Yom Tov and Shabbat have ended on the Torah level – the ban would be only de-
rabbanan – since the rule is that “gezeira le-gezeira lo gazru” ([Chazal] did not make decrees on decrees), they did 
not establish a rabbinic ban at ne’ila to blow shofar based on the rabbinic concern that one might carry it (Tur 623). 
(b) (1) Fasting 2 days would harm people’s health (Rema – 624:5). (2) If the 2

nd
 day really was Yom Kippur, we would 

be fasting on erev Yom Kippur, which is banned (Magen Avraham). (3) The day atones for our sins – a doubtful day 
cannot atone for our definite sins (Chatam Sofer). (4) Yom Kippur is the one day Satan cannot accuse Bnei Yisrael – 
the gematria of “haSatan”’ is 364, leaving Satan powerless on this day (Maharsha – Yoma 2a). (c) (1) To not confuse 
that goat with others in the Beit haMikdash (Yoma 41b). (2) Hashem whitened the red cloth to show His forgiving Bnei 
Yisrael’s sins, per Yeshayahu 1:18, “If your sins be like crimson, they will become white like snow” (Yoma 67a).  
 
 
Q-2.  (a) Between Yom Kippur and Sukkot, why (1) did the Torah separate 4 days? (2) do we not say tachanun (2 
views)? (b) (1) What is Sukkot called in (i) Shemot; (ii) Vayikra and Devarim; (iii) Bamidbar; (iv) the Machzor? (2) Why 
does the Torah not use “Chag haSukkot” in Shemot? 
 
A-2.  (a) (1) According to Rabbi Eliezer, the Clouds of Glory were the “sukkot” protecting Bnei Yisrael (Sukkah 11b). 
After the cheit ha’eigel, Hashem withdrew the Clouds – when He forgave them, Moshe brought down the 2

nd
 luchot 

on Yom Kippur (10 Tishrei) and instructed Bnei Yisrael to build the Mishkan (11 Tishrei). Bnei Yisrael contributed 
materials for 2 days (12-13 Tishrei) – the artisans prepared the gold and silver on 14 Tishrei. Hashem returned the 
Clouds when construction began the next day, 15 Tishrei, Sukkot’s 1

st
 day (Vilna Gaon – Shir haShirim). (2) (i) 

Shlomo celebrated the Beit haMikdash’s dedication – commemorating this joy cancels tachanun (Maharil). (ii) We are 
so busy doing mitzvot, these days are a semi-Yom Tov – no tachanun (Levush). (b) (1) (i) Chag ha’Asif (Gathering 
Festival); (ii) Chag haSukkot (Booths Festival); (iii) Chag (The Festival); (iv) Zeman Simchateinu (Time of Our Joy). 
(2) Before the cheit ha’eigel, in Ki Tisa, the holiday was agricultural – Chag ha’Asif – after the cheit was atoned for on 
Yom Kippur, the Torah calls it Chag haSukkot, a festival of protection (Meshech Chochma). 
 
 
Q-3.  (a) How do we know that (1) a stolen sukkah is invalid? (2) a borrowed sukkah is valid? (3) sukkah parts are 
muktza and assur be-hana’a (forbidden for personal use) during all the days of Sukkot (2 views)? (b) Must sechach 
be placed with the intent to do the mitzvah (2 views)? 
 
A-3.  (a) (1) Devarim 16:13 says, “make for yourself [a sukkah]” – do not steal one (Sukkah 9a). (2) Vayikra 23:42 
says, “every citizen of Yisrael shall sit “ba-sukkot,” without a vav, teaching that all of Yisrael properly should dwell in 
one sukkah. From this we learn that people can sit in a sukkah one after another, by borrowing (Rashi – Sukkah 27b). 
(3) (i) Vayikra 23:34 says, “Chag haSukkot, 7 days for Hashem” – the sukkah  serves Hashem, not our personal 
benefit; (ii) the name Korban Chagiga (festival offering) comes from “chag” – just as the Chagiga is holy, so is the 
Chag’s sukkah; (b) (1) Beit Shammai – yes; (2) Beit Hillel – no, but the sechach must be placed with intent to provide 
shade (Sukkah 9a). 
Q-4.  (a) Since there is a principle “ha-machmir tavo alav beracha” (he who is strict will be blessed), why is a person 
who is machmir to eat in a sukkah in the rain called a “hedyot” (an ignoramus – Yerushalmi Berachot 1:9) (4 
reasons)? (b) If a man eats in his house because it is raining, and the rain stops during the meal, should he finish the 
meal in the sukkah? (c) In the Ashkenazi chronological order of the ushpizin (spiritual sukkah guests), Yosef is 4

th
, 

after Yaakov – why is Yosef 6
th
 in the kabalistic sefirot (divine emanation) order?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



A-4.  (a) (1) It is good to be machmir when a mitzvah exists, but when it rains, there is no mitzvah of sukkah – the rain 
cancels the shem mitzvah (Ritva – Kiddushin 31). (2) Being strict for the purpose of hiddur (enhancing the) mitzvah or 
making a seyag (protective fence) around the mitzvah is praiseworthy, but if one acts “setam derech chumra” (simply 
for strictness), such as eating in a sukkah in the rain, he is a hedyot (Shuchan Aruch haRav – Hilchot Tefilin 32). (3) 
Following the stricter opinion when it is not the established halacha is admirable, but sitting in the sukkah when one is 
exempt is improper according to all opinions (Pri Megadim). (4) Rain on Sukkot is like a slave pouring a cup of water 
for his master, and the master pours the water on his head – Hashem is telling us that He does not want our sukkah 
mitzvah at that time (Sukkah 28b). (b) He is not required to return to the sukkah because of tircha yeteira (too much 
of a bother) but may be machmir and finish eating in the sukkah (Shulchan Aruch 639:7). (c) Mishlei 10:25 says, 
“Tzadik yesod olam” (The righteous one is the foundation of the world); the 6

th
 sefira is “yesod” (foundation), and 

since Yosef is known as “the Tzadik,” his righteousness represents the yesod of the universe (Zohar – Emor).  
 
Q-5.  (a) How do we know (1) we must hold all of the arba minim to fulfill the mitzvah of lulav? (2) you do not fulfill it 
on the 1

st
 day if any of the arba minim is mutilated? (b) Must they be “hadar” (beautiful) all 7 days (2 views)? (c) Why 

do we hold the lulav in the preferred right hand and the etrog in the left (2 reasons)? (d) Why can you not fulfill the 
mitzvah with a stolen lulav (1) on the first day of Sukkot? (2) on Chol haMo’ed? 
 
 
A-5. (a) (1) and (2) From the word “u-lekachtem” (You shall take – Vayikra 23:40), which can be read “ve-lakachta 

tam” (you shall take “completely”) (Sukkot 34b). (b) “Hadar” applies (1) all 7 days (Rashi, Tosafot – Sukkah 36b); (2) 
only on the 1

st
 day (Rambam – Hilchot Lulav 8:9). (c) (1) We hold the lulav together with hadasim and aravot – ¾ of 

the mitzvah belongs in our right hand (Sukkah 37b). (2) When we recite a beracha, we should hold the object in our 
right hand (Berachot 43b) – since the beracha mentions only the lulav, it belongs in the right hand (Magen Avraham 
651:4). (d) (1) The Torah decrees, “You shall take [a lulav] for yourselves on the first day” – “for yourselves” means 
your own, not a stolen lulav; (2) it is a mitzvah ha-ba’ah ba’aveira (a mitzvah resulting from a sin), which makes the 
performance invalid (Sukkah 30a).  
 
Q-6.  (a) Why do we recite the full Hallel on all days of Sukkot but not on all days of Pesach (2 reasons)? (b) During 
the 7 days of Sukkot, what were the total number of (1) bulls and (2) lambs offered as korbanot Musaf in the Beit 
haMikdash, and what do they represent? (Bamidbar 29:11). (c) What is the Torah source for Sukkot’s nisuch ha-
mayim (water libations) (2 views)? (d) What shul ritual object is rooted in the “great improvement” in the Beit 
haMikdash resulting from Simchat Beit haSho’eiva (Water Drawing Celebration) on Sukkot’s 2

nd
 night? 

 
A-6.  (a) (1) The different number of bulls offered for each day’s Musaf indicates that Sukkot is a series of one-day 
festivals requiring Hallel each day – Pesach’s Musaf was the same each day, indicating one long festival requiring full 
Hallel only on the first day (Arachin 10a-b). (2) Sukkot is a joyous Yom Tov, requiring Hallel each day, but since the 
Mitzrim died on Pesach’s 7

th
 day, we do not recite the full joyous Hallel on that day,   nor on Chol haMoed, which 

should not seem superior to the Yom Tov of Pesach’s last day (Yalkut Shimoni – Emor). (b) (1) The 70 bulls were 
offered for the benefit of the world’s 70 nations; (2) the 98 lambs protected Bnei Yisrael from the 98 curses in Ki 
Tavo’s tochacha (Rashi). (c) (1) In the Sukkot musaf korbanot, the Torah says (i) “ve-niskeihem” (their libations – 
Bamidbar 29:19) in the plural on the 2

nd
 day, with an extra mem, (ii) u-nesacheha (its libations – 29:31) on the 6

th
 day, 

with an extra yud, and (iii) ke-mishpatam (like their laws – 29:33) on the 7
th

 day, with an extra mem – the extra letters 
spell mayim (water). (2) Concerning the wine libations, the Torah says “haseich nesech” (28:7) – the double term 
indicates 2 libations, wine and water (Ta’anit 2b-3a). (d) A mechitza was instituted – Chazal ordered a balcony in the 
Beit haMikdash’s courtyard to separate the men and women and prevent kalut rosh (inappropriate mingling) at 
Simchat Beit haSho’eiva (Sukkah 51b). 
 
 
Q-7. (a) In the haftara for Sukkot’s (1) 1

st
 day, why will the nations celebrate Sukkot in Yerushalayim (3 views)? 

(Zecharya 14:16). (2) Shabbat, why did the navi list the same makot as in Mitzrayim (Yechezkeil 38:22)? (b) Why is 
Kohelet read on Sukkot or Shemini Atzeret (3 views)?  
 
A-7.  (a) (1) (i) Hashem judges the world’s rain on Sukkot – since a korban’s offerer or shaliach must be present, the 
nations will ask for beneficial rainfall in Yerushalayim (Netziv). (ii) The nations will complain that if Hashem had given 
them the Torah, they would have observed it (Avoda Zara 3a) – He will give them an opportunity to show their faith by 
doing the sukkah mitzvah (David Cohen). (iii) The enemy nation “Gog” is similar to “gag” (roof) – the nations will admit 
that the flimsy sukkah shows that Hashem assured Bnei Yisrael’s safety, while a sturdy gag did not protect them 
(Hirsch). (2) Just as Pharaoh failed to cripple Bnei Yisrael, Hashem will thwart Gog’s attempt to destroy Bnei Yisrael 
(Medrash Tanchuma – Bo). (b) (1) Kohelet 11:2 says, “give a portion to 7 and to 8,” referring to the korbanot that Bnei 
Yisrael brought on Sukkot’s 7 days and Shemini Atzeret (Eruvin 40b). (2) Kohelet, which says that Hashem blesses 
whoever rejoices with his portion in life, is read on the joyous Sukkot (Hagahot Minhagim). (3) Shlomo haMelech 
wrote Kohelet to be recited during Sukkot’s Hakheil gathering (Mateh Moshe).  


