
QUESTIONS ON PARASHAT KI TAVO  
 

 
Q-1.  (a) Why is destroying Amalek in Ki Teitzei followed by “when you enter the Land”? (b) The bikurim 
mitzvah (1) applied to which crops? (2) began when? (c) (1) Why does the Torah tell the farmer to bring it “to 
the kohen who will be in those days” – to what other kohen can he bring it (3 views)? (2) Why did the kohen 
put the bikurim in front of the mizbei’ach? (d) (1) Who recited and why? (2) Which shul procedure reflects 
this? (e) How did reciting Parashat Bikurim atone for cheit ha-meraglim? (f) Why does the Torah say, “an 
arami [Lavan] tried to destroy my forefather [Ya’akov],” causing Ya’akov to “descend to Mitzrayim,” – 
Ya’akov went from Lavan to Yitzchak’s house and did not go to Mitzrayim until many years later? (g) Why is 
“va-yevi’einu” (and He brought us [to Eretz Yisrael]) spelled without a 2

nd
 yud? (Devarim 26:1-10) 

 
A-1. (a) Amalek attacked to prevent Bnei Yisrael’s entering Eretz Yisrael – Bnei Yisrael, upon entering, had 
to destroy them (Ba’al haTurim). (b) (1) The 7 species for which Eretz Yisrael is noted – (i) wheat, (ii) barley, 
(iii) grapes, (iv) figs, (v) pomegranates, (vi) olive oil, (vii) date honey; (2)  14 years after entering Cana’an, 
when the Land had been allocated among the shevatim (Rashi). (c) (1) The farmer brings it to the kohen (i) 
regardless of his stature (Rashi). (ii) who is on duty that day in the Beit haMikdash – not one from his city; 
(iii) who is qualified at that time, even if the kohen is later found to be unqualified to serve (Ramban). (2) To 
show that the farmer brought the bikurim to Hashem, Who gave them to the kohen (Sforno). (d) Originally, 
(1) each farmer recited it – when Chazal saw illiterate farmers ashamed to bring bikurim, they instituted a 
ba’al korei to read it; (2) a man called to the Torah would read his aliya – since some could not, Chazal 
required a ba’al korei to read the Torah (Sotah 32a). (e) The meraglim, displaying Eretz Yisrael’s fruit, 
sinned with lashon hara about the Land – the farmer, displaying bikurim, negated this lashon hara, 
acknowledging Hashem’s Goodness in giving him a portion of the Land (Ari haKadosh). (f) Lavan’s 
deceiving Ya’akov into marrying Leah, instead of his beloved Rachel, resulted in a sisterly rivalry which 
transferred to the next generation, leading Leah’s sons’ sale of Rachel’s son, Yosef, causing Ya’akov to 
bring his whole family to Mitzrayim – Bnei Yisrael’s exile resulted from Lavan’s deception (Sifrei). (g) The 
missing yud reminds us of the 10 times Bnei Yisrael in the midbar tested Hashem, Who almost prevented 
their entering the Land (Ba’al haTurim). 
 
 
Q-2.  (a) (1) ) Viduy (confession of) Ma’aser was for what sin? (2) When was it recited? (b) How did failing to 
separate ma’aser affect the fruit? (c) Why could an onen (pre-burial grieving relative) not eat ma’aser sheini 
(2 reasons)? (d) (1) What does “nor have I given any [ma’aser sheini] to the dead” mean? (2) Besides food 
and drink, for what could ma’aser sheini money be used? (Devarim 26:12,14) 
 
A-2.  (a) (1) The cheit ha’eigel, which caused farmers to give ma’aser to the levi’im, not to the family’s 
firstborn (Sforno). (2) At mincha on Pesach’s 7

th
 day, in the shemita cycle’s 4

th
 and 7

th
 years (Rashi). (b) 

When Bnei Yisrael separated ma’asrot, the fruits had a delicious flavor and aroma – when they did not, 
these blessings ceased (Medrash haGadol). (c) (1) Kodshim, such as ma’aser sheini, are food from 
“Hashem’s table” – it is unfitting for one who is suffering to draw near to His table; (2) eating kodshim atones 
for the owner’s sin if eaten with the proper intention – a griever’s mind is not calm and composed to have the 
proper intention (Sefer haChinuch – Mitzvah 608). (d) (1) Ma’aser sheini money may be used only to buy 
food and drink and may not be spent on anything that does not sustain one’s body – it may not be used 
even for a mitzvah, such as buying shrouds for the dead; (2) ointments, which, like food, strengthen one’s 
body (Mitzvah 610). 
 
 
Q-3.  (a) (1) Where did Bnei Yisrael erect “great stones” (3 places)? (2) Why (2 views)? (3) Why not on Har 
Gerizim (3 views)? (b) How could 12 stones hold the whole Torah in 70 languages (3 views)? (c) Why does 
the Torah twice say, “you shall coat them with plaster”? (Devarim 27:2-3) 
 
A-3. (a) (1) (i) In the Yardein; (ii) at Gilgal; (iii) on Har Eival (Rashi). (2) (i) They conveyed that Bnei Yisrael 
entered Cana’an by Hashem’s Will –  they would avoid exile by doing mitzvot (Alshich). (ii) They allowed the 
Cana’anim to read the Torah and accept the 7 mitzvot of Bnei Noach – they could not claim later that 
Hashem removed them without explanation; (3) (i) foreseeing that the Shomranim would dispute 
Yerushalayim’s kedusha and claim that the Beit haMikdash belonged on Har Gerizim, Hashem ordered the 
stones and a mizbei’ach on Har Eival, showing that Gerizim lacked kedusha; (ii) He appeased the 6 tribes 
on Eival who read the curses – the korbanot would protect them from the curses (Oznayim laTorah). (iii) The 
curses on Eival would inspire Bnei Yisrael to learn Torah (Darash Moshe). (b) (1) only the 613 mitzvot were 
listed, not the whole Torah; (2) the stones’ great size had room for the whole Torah in 70 languages; (3) it 
was a miracle (Ramban). (c) After the Torah was inscribed on the stones, they were plastered with a 2

nd
 

coat, so curious Cana’anim could read them by removing the plaster (Sotah 35b).    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Q-4.  (a) To say the blessings and curses, why were (1) Shimon, Levi, Yehuda, Yisachar, Yosef and 
Binyamin on Har Gerizim? (2) Reuvein, Gad, Asher, Zevulun, Dan and Naftali on Har Eival? (b) What do the 
curses’ sins have in common (2 views)? (c) To which sin does the curse on “one who strikes another in 
secret” refer? (d) What does the sin of “not upholding this Torah’s words” mean (3 views)? (Devarim 27:12-
13,24-26) 
 
A-4. (a) (1) All 6 shevatim on Gerizim were either Rachel’s – 2 shevatim – or Leah’s – 4 shevatim – 

offspring; (2) 4 of the shevatim on Eival were Bilha’s – 2 shevatim – and Zilpa’s – 2 shevatim – offspring, 
joined by Leah’s oldest and youngest sons’ offspring – Reuvein and Zevulun (R. Bechaya). (b) They are all 
sins done (1) in secret – Bnei Yisrael proclaimed that Hashem will punish secret sins (Rashbam). (2) by 
leaders whom the people are powerless to punish – He will see that they, not the people, are punished 
(Sforno). (c) Lashon hara (Rashi). (d) One who (1) learns Torah but does not enable others to learn; (2) 
denies any mitzvah’s validity; (3) does not properly lift the Torah for hagba (Ramban).  
 
 
Q-5.  (a) (1) Since we do not flee from blessings, why does the Torah say “ve-hisigucha” ([the blessings] will 
overtake you) (3 reasons)? (2) Why, concerning the blessings (28:2), is “ve-hisigucha” written without a 2

nd
 

vav, but for the curses (28:15), “ve-hisigucha” has a 2
nd

 vav (2 reasons)? (b) In which 2 ways can you fulfill 
the mitzvah of “ve-halachta bi-derachav” (you shall walk in [Hashem’s] ways)? (Devarim 28:2,9,15) 
 

 
A-5.  (a) (1) Bnei Yisrael will be blessed, even (i) without effort (Sforno). (ii) when the Heavenly Court argues 

that they do not merit blessings (Ohr haChaim). (iii) when they are righteous on Rosh Hashana, but later sin 
– Hashem will still provide blessings in the right time and place (Sifrei – Eikev 11:12). (2) (i) The shortened 
word indicates that the blessings have not yet overtaken Bnei Yisrael, as the verse promises they would 
(Minchat Shie). (ii) Vav is one of the 4 letters in Hashem’s name – its inclusion indicates that He will be with 
Bnei Yisrael in galut, so they will not perish (Medrash Lekach Tov). (b) By (1) emulating His ways – just as 
He is called (i) compassionate, be compassionate, (ii) gracious, be gracious, (iii) upright, be upright, and (iv) 
holy, be holy; (2) always choosing a balanced path, without extremes (Mitzvah 611). 
 
 
Q-6.  (a) Why is Bechukotai’s tochacha in the plural, but here, singular (2 reasons)? (b) It is customary, at 
Rosh Hashana dinner, to recite yehi ratzon’s (“may it be Your will”) for various requests for the coming year 
– which request is from this parasha? (c) Why does the Torah bless “the fruit of your womb” (28:4) and then 

“your fruit basket and kneading bowl” (28:5), but it curses “your fruit basket and kneading bowl” (28:17) and 
then “the fruit of your womb” (28:18)? (d) Why does the tochacha state that Bnei Yisrael will grope like a 
blind man “in the darkness,” since a blind man can see neither in light nor darkness? (e) Why, for army 
exemptions, does the Torah list (20:5-7), one who (1) builds a house, (2) plants a vineyard, and (3) betroths 
a woman, but here in the curse, betrothing a woman is first? (f) Why does the Torah write the ketiv (written 
word) ”yisagelna” ([another man will] ravish [your betrothed]), but uses a completely different keri (spoken 
word), “yishkavena”, meaning the same thing? (g) The tochacha says that Hashem will carry a nation 
against Bnei Yisrael from afar – this refers to whom? (Devarim 28:4-52)    
 
A-6.  (a) (1) Moshe’s curses here are milder than Hashem’s in Bechukotai, which affect the whole nation – 
here, they apply to individual sinners (Rashi). (2) Hashem will punish not only the nation’s sins, but also 
allowing individuals to sin (Ohr haChaim). (b) Hashem shall place you “le-rosh ve-lo le-zanav” (as a head, 
not a tail) (Orach Chaim 583). (c) Hashem first blesses one’s children, which are more important than 
possessions – He curses one’s possessions first, hoping for teshuva – if not, his children will be cursed, too 
(Ramban). (d) In light, others can help the blind – Bnei Yisrael will be in darkness, with no one to help them 
(Megilla 24b). (e) It teaches that a man first should build a house, obtain a parnasa for food, and finally 
marry – one who marries before making provisions for shelter and food for a family will face the misfortunes 
described here (Medrash Hane’elam). (f) The keri is a more delicate expression than the ketiv – Hashem 
told Moshe to write the blunter expression so Bnei Yisrael would see its seriousness but teach them the 
euphemism (Sefer haEshkol).  (g) Vespasian and Titus, who occupied Eretz Yisrael with a Roman army, 
captured Yehuda’s fortified cities, smashed Yerushalayim and the Beit haMikdash and exiled Bnei Yisrael 
(Ramban).  
 
 
Q-7.  In the haftara, the Navi says, “Levanon’s (Lebanon’s) glory will come to you [Bnei Yisrael]” – to what 

does this refer? (Yeshayahu 60:13)  
 

 
A-7.  Levanon’s famed trees will be used to rebuild the Beit haMikdash (Radak).  


