
QUESTIONS ON PARASHAT BEREISHIT 
 
Q-1. (a) Why is the 1

st
 letter in the Torah, a bet, enlarged? (b) What are 2 proofs in the 1

st
 verse of the Torah that Hashem Completed Creation in the month 

of Tishrei (Rebi Eliezer’s view – Rosh Hashana 27a), rather than in Nisan (Rebi Yehoshua’s view)? (c) Before Creating the universe, (1) what 2 things did 
Hashem Create? (2) What are 5 concepts that Hashem brought into existence before Creation that are essential for the functioning of the world? (3) Why 
was it necessary for Hashem to Create the Torah before Creating the world? (d) (1) When King Ptolomy commanded 72 chachamim (sages) to translate the 
Torah into Greek, why did they begin with the phrase “Elokim Created”, instead of the phrase “In the beginning”, with which the Torah begins? (2) Pirkei Avot 
5:1 states that Hashem Created the world “be’asara ma’amarot” (with 10 statements) – why did He not Create the whole world with one command (5 
reasons)? (3) What were Hashem’s 10 statements? (4) For Creation, why does the Torah use the Name “Elokim”, not “Hashem”? (e) Why is the sky blue? 
(f) (1) Which did Hashem Create first, the heaven or the earth (3 views)? (2) How could the Torah say that light was created on the first day, since the sun, 
moon and stars, which provide light, were created on the 4

th
 day (2 reasons)? (3) On which day did Hashem Create the following: (i) time? (ii) angels? (iii) 

Gehenim? (iv) Gan Eden? (v) the Levyatan? (4) Why, after Completing the 2
nd

 day, did Hashem not Say that His Work was good, as He Did for all of the 
other days (4 reasons)? (5) On which day did Hashem Create all of the animals? (g) (1) In addition to Adam (mankind), (i) which creatures did Hashem bless 
and (ii) why? (2) (i) Which creatures did He not bless and (ii) why? (Bereishit 1:1-25) 
 
A-1.  (a) The word “Bereishit” contains the word “Reishit”, meaning “start”, and refers both to the Torah (“the start [of Hashem’s Way]” – Mishlei 8:22) and to 
Bnei Yisrael (the start of His crop – Yirmiyahu 2:3), and the enlarged letter bet indicates that the reason that Hashem Created the world was for the sake of 
(1) the Torah and (2) Bnei Yisrael (Bereishit Raba). (b) (1) The letters of “Bereishit” can be arranged as “ be’alef Tishrei” (on 1 Tishrei), which is the date of 
Rosh Hashana, which occurs in Tishrei; (2) the gematria of the phrase “Bereishit bara” (In the beginning, [Hashem] Created) is 1,116, the same gematria as 
“beRosh Hashana nivra” (on Rosh Hashana [the world] was created) (Ba’al haTurim). (c) (1) (i) the Torah; (ii) the Kisei haKavod (Heavenly Throne of Glory); 
(2) (iii) Teshuva (repentence); (iv) Gan Eden; (v) Gehenim; (vi) the Beit haMikdash; (vii) the name of Mashi’ach (Nedarim 39b). (3) The Torah is Hashem’s 
blueprint and master plan for the universe (Zohar). (d) (1) The chachamim feared that the gentiles wrongly might ascribe the creation of the universe to a 
deity named “Bereishit”, if a word other than “Elokim” appeared as the first word (Megilla 9a). (2) (i) Since Hashem Used 10 statements, not one, He will 
Inflict greater punishment on the wicked who ruin the world that Hashem Created with greater “effort” (Rashi). (ii) He Created the universe in separate parts 
so that the wicked, through their evil, would be unable to destroy it completely, and, in Hashem’s Mercy, this lessens the punishment inflicted on evildoers 
(Ruach Chaim). (iii)) To teach that the universe includes multiple and diverse parts, forming an integrated whole, but all 10 parts represent a single entity 
(Maharal). (iv) The world was created in steps to teach that man is the reason for Creation, and each ma’amar brought the world closer to its purpose of 
giving righteous people Hashem’s Goodness; (v) the diversity of Creation camouflages Hashem’s Oneness and gives man free choice to believe in His 
Oneness, or, incorrectly, that He has separate parts (Ya’avetz). (3) (i) “In the beginning, Elokim Created heaven and earth” – heaven and earth were created 
with a pronouncement (1:1); (ii) “a wind from Elokim hovered over the surface of the water” – the wind was a special creation, and, therefore, a separate 
pronouncement (1:2); (iii) Elokim said, “Let there be light!” (1:3); (iv) “Let there be a firmament!” (1:6); (v) “Let the waters gather!” (1:9); (vi) “Let the earth be 
covered with grass!” (1:11); (vii) “Let there be luminaries!” (1:14); (viii) “Let the waters swarm abundantly!” (1:14); (ix) “Let the earth bring forth living 
creatures!” (1:24); (x) “Let us make man!” (1:26) (Bereishit Raba). (4) Hashem’s goal was to Create a world that would be judged with strict justice, as 
denoted by the Name, “Elokim”, but when He Saw that man would not survive unless He judged with mercy, He later joined justice to mercy, which is 
denoted by the Name, “Hashem”, and used the Name “Hashem Elokim” (2:4) (Medrash Agada). (e) It reflects the Kishei haKavod, which is sapphire (Chulin 
89a). (f) (1) (i) Beit Shamai – the heaven; (ii) Beit Hillel – the earth; (iii) Rav Yochanan be Zakai – Hashem Created both simultaneously (Tamid 32a). (2) (i) 
Hashem Created the substance of all of the heavenly bodies on the 1

st
 day, but He Put them in their positions in the sky on the 4

th
 day; (2) The light that 

Hashem Created on the 1
st
 day is a powerful and brilliant light that Hashem Concealed from the world after the first Shabbat, so that resha’im (evil people) 

should not benefit from it, but tzadikim (righteous people) will benefit from this light in the future (Chagiga 12a). (3) (i) On the 1
st
 day (Rashi). (ii) On the 2

nd
 

day (Bereishit Raba). (iii) On the 2
nd

 day (Pirkei deRebi Eliezer). (iv) On the 3
rd
 day, when He Created the trees and the grass; (v) on the 5

th
 day, along with 

the fish (Bereishit Raba). (4) (i) Since Hashem Created Gehenim on the 2
nd

 day, this day could not be termed “good”; (ii) When Hashem divided the waters 
above and below the heaven on the 2

nd
 day, this division represented machloket (dispute), which is not good, even though this division was necessary, 

teaching that we surely must not engage in senseless machloket; (iii) since the accomplishments of the 2
nd

 day were not completed until the 3
rd
 day when 

Hashem gathered the water into oceans, the 2
nd

 day could not be termed “good”, but the 3
rd
 day is termed “good” twice; (iv) Hashem did not Call the day 

“good” because water would later be used to destroy the generations of Enosh and of the Mabul (Flood) (Medrash Conen). (5) Hashem Created all of the 
animals on the 1

st
 day, but He Submerged them in the earth, but they emerged from the earth when Hashem Commanded them to do so on the 6

th
 day 

(Chulin 60b). (g) (1) Hashem Blessed (i) the proliferation of fish and birds, (ii) they need His Blessing, since they are depleted by being hunted and eaten; (2) 
(i) Hashem did not Bless the land animals which also are hunted, (ii) they include the nachash (snake), which was destined to be Cursed by Hashem 
(Rashi).   
 
Q-2. (a) (1) Since Hashem by Himself Created man, why did He Say, “let us make man” (2 views)? (2) Why did Hashem use this terminology, which could 
so easily be misinterpreted as meaning that others participated in Creation? (b) Why did Hashem Create the rest of Creation before He Formed Adam (3 
views)? (c) (1) Hashem Created the potential of which 10 things on Erev Shabbat, Bein haShemashot (Shabbat eve, at twilight), immediately before 
completing Creation? (2) Why were these things part of Creation? (3) Why did Hashem stop in the middle of creating demons on the 6

th
 day? (Bereishit 1:26-

30) 
 
A-2. (a) (1) (i) To teach us that even the wisest person should consult with others before starting a new venture, since Hashem “Consulted” with the angels 
before Creating Adam (Rashi). (ii) On the 1

st
 day, Hashem Created all of the materials that He would Use for Creation in the subsequent days, and “us” 

refers to the earth’s materials, with which He Created man (Ramban). (2) Hashem indicated that misconstruing what the Torah says does not stem from a 
person’s intellectual misconception, but from a character flaw, and “if someone wishes to err, let him err” (Meshech Chachma). (b) (1) Hashem Wanted 
Adam to find all of the world beautifully prepared for him; (2) He did not Want Adam to be present during Creation, so that heretics could not claim that Adam 
was His partner in Creation; (3) it teaches that people should not overestimate their own importance, since even lowly insects were created before them 
(Sanhedrin 38a). (c) (1) (i) Pi ha’aretz (the opening of the earth that swallowed Korach and his company); (ii) pi ha-be’eir (the opening of the well of Miriam 
that supplied water to Bnei Yisrael in the midbar); (iii) pi ha’asone (the mouth of Bilam’s donkey that spoke); (iv) ha-keshet (the rainbow, a sign after the 
mabul that Hashem would not flood the whole earth again); (v) the mun that Hashem Gave Bnei Yisrael in the midbar; (vi) ha-mateh (the sapphire staff with 
which Moshe and Aharon did miracles in Mitzrayim and in the midbar); (vii) ha-shamir (the wormlike creature that Bnei Yisrael used to cut the stones of the 
Beit haMikdash); (viii) ha-ketav (the script of the alef-beit); (ix) ha-michtav (the first instrument used to engrave letters on stone); (x) ha-luchot (the tablets 
that Hashem Gave to Moshe). Some say that (i) mazikin (demons), (ii) kevurato shel Moshe (the location of Moshe’s burial), (iii) eilo shel Avraham (the ram 
that Avraham offered at the akeida); and (iv) tzevat (the original tongs that were used to make other tongs) also were created at twilight before Shabbat 
(Pirkei Avot 5:8). (2) To show that these miracles were part of Hashem’s Plan when He Created the world (Sefer HaMusar). (3) Even though He could have 
finished before Shabbat, Hashem symbolically Showed us that whatever activity we are doing, we must stop before Shabbat begins (Bereishit Raba).   
 
Q-3. (a) Why does the Torah not say “va-yehi erev, va-yehi boker” (and there was evening, and there was morning) for the 7

th
 day, as it does for the first 6 

days? (b) (1) Since Hashem Finished Creation on the 6
th
 day, why does 2:2 say, “on the 7

th
 day, Hashem Completed the work”? (2) When 2:3 says, “Elokim 

Blessed the 7
th
 day”, in which 5 ways did Hashem bless the Shabbat? (c) Why is Tehillim 92 called, “Mizmor Shir leYom haShabbat” (A Song and Poem for 

the Shabbat Day)? (d) How does the day of the week on which a Jew is born affect his future? (e) (1) Hashem put Adam in Gan Eden (i) le’avda (to work it) 
(ii) u-le-shamra (and to guard it) – (i) what work was he to perform? and (ii) what was he to guard? (2) Which 10 mitzvot of the Torah did Hashem give Adam 
to study and perform? (Bereishit 1:31,2:2-3,15) 
 
A-3. (a) When Hashem created Adam, he benefited from the special “ohr” (light) that He had created on the 1

st
 day, and when Adam sinned on the 6

th
 day, 

he lost the benefit of this ohr, but Hashem did not Remove this ohr until after the 7
th
 day, Shabbat, and since this ohr shone for 36 hours, with no darkness 



on that Shabbat, Adam did not perceive erev or boker on the 7
th
 day; (b) (1)While Hashem established the world in its beauty and perfection at the end of the 

6
th
 day, the essential ingredient of “rest” was lacking, and He Created rest on the 7

th
 day; (2) (i) Hashem Reimburses a one’s expenses for Shabbat and 

Causes him to gain wealth; (ii) Shabbat food is especially tasty; (iii) the special ohr of the 1
st
 day shone continuously for Adam on the 1

st
 Shabbat; (iv) Bnei 

Yisrael received a 2
nd

 portion of mun in the midbar; (v) evildoers in Gehenim are not punished on Shabbat (Bereishit Raba). (c) Adam, who sinned on the 6
th
 

day deserved immediate punishment, but Hashem delayed His Punishment of Adam until after Shabbat, due to the sacredness of this day, and Adam 
therefore composed this psalm in recognition of the sanctity of Shabbat (Pirkei deRebbi Eliezer). (d) A Jew who is born (1) on Sunday tends to be a leader, 
since Sunday leads the week; (2) on Monday tends to be angry, since the waters were divided on Monday; (3) on Tuesday will probably be wealthy but 
immodest, since food was created on that day, but it grew wildly; (4) on Wednesday will probably be brilliant, since the sun, moon and stars and their light 
were created on that day; (5) on Thursday will probably be kind, since birds and fish, which do not cause people trouble, were created; (6) on Friday will run 
to perform mitzvot, since people rush to prepare for Shabbat; (7) on the holy day of Shabbat will probably be a holy person (Shabbat 156a). (e) (1) He was to 
follow Hashem’s Commands to (i) “work it” by doing positive mitzvot, and (ii) “guard it” by refraining from negative mitzvot (Pirkei deRebi Eliezer). (2) 6 of the 
7 “mitzvot Bnei Noach”, i.e., (i) dinim (appointing judges), and the prohibitions of (ii) birchat Hashem (blasphemy), (iii) avoda zara (idolatry), (iv) shefichat 
damin (murder), (v) gilui arayot (adultery), and (vi) gezel (theft), and also (viii) the laws of Shabbat, (ix) tefila and (x) korbanot (Bereishit Raba).  
 
Q-4. (a) (1) On which calendar date did Hashem Create Adam and Chava? (2) From where did Hashem Get the materials that He Used to form Adam? (3) 
Why did Hashem Cause Adam to sleep when He Formed Chava? (4) How do a man and a woman “become one flesh”? (5) What was Adam doing when the 
nachash (snake) spoke to Chava? (b) (1) Since Adam received a direct command from Hashem, how could he possibly have disobeyed Him by eating from 
the Eitz haDa’at (Tree of Knowkedge [of Good and Evil]) (3 views)? (2) What kind of fruit did Adam and Chava eat from the Eitz Ha-da’at (4 views)? (c) What 
were 10 punishments for the sin of eating from Eitz haDa’at that Hashem inflicted on (1) the nachash? (2) Chava? (3) Adam? (d) What 3 mitzvot were 
women given to atone for Chava’s sin? (e) Why were Adam and Chava (i) not ashamed that they wore no clothing before eating from the Eitz haDa’at but (ii) 
ashamed after they ate the fruit (2 reasons)? (Bereishit 2:21,24-25/3:2-7)    
 
A-4. (a) (1) On 1 Tishei (Rosh HaShana 11a). (2) Hashem Collected earth (i) from all parts of the world to form Adam’s arms and legs; (ii) from Bavel for 
Adam’s trunk; (iii) Har haMoriah in Eretz Yisrael for Adam’s head; (iv) Hashem Mixed the earth with water from all of the oceans in the world to form the clay 
with which He Made Adam’s body (Sanhedrin 38b). (3) Hashem did not Want Adam to see the side of his body that He had Removed from him, so that 
Adam should not despise Chava (Rashi). (4) They bear children who combine the characteristics of both of them (Rashi). (5) Adam was asleep (Bereishit 
Raba). (b) (1) (i) Chava gave Adam fruit juice, and he was unaware that its source was the Eitz haDa’at – his sin was not determining that the juice was from 
“kosher” fruit; (ii) Chava argued that since she had eaten the fruit, she will die, and since all of Creation ended on the 6

th
 day, Hashem would not create 

another wife for Adam – since Adam could not live alone, because Hashem created him to populate the world, she convinced him that it was better for them 
to share a common fate by his eating the fruit; (iii) Chava screamed and tormented him to eat the fruit until he finally listened to her (Bereishit Raba). (2) (i) 
Grapes from a vine; (ii) wheat, which represents knowledge, and which, at that time, grew on a tree; (iii) figs, since they sewed fig leaves to cover 
themselves and correct their sin; (iv) etrog, since the etrog tree is the only tree whose wood is edible, and 3:6 says, “the woman saw that the tree was good 
to eat”, i.e., not only the fruit but the tree itself was edible (Sanhedrin 70a-b). (c) (1) (i) The snake could no longer walk upright, since its legs were cut off; (ii) 
Its gestation period, 7 years, is longer than any domesticated animal, or (iii) any beast; (iv) it sheds its skin once every 7 years with great pain; (v) to move, it 
has to slide on its belly; (vi) all of its food tastes like dust; (vii) it carries poison in its mouth; (viii) there is hostility between snakes and man, who can crush a 
snake’s head with his feet; (ix) the angel Sama’el who sent the snake to cause Adam to sin, was ousted from his high position in Heaven; (x) the snake, 
originally immortal, would die; (2) (i) women experience the discomfort of being a nida (menstruant); (ii) they experience pain during their first marital 
relations; (iii) pregnancies cause distress and discomfort; (iv) labor and childbirth are painful; (v) raising children involves great hardship and self-sacrifice, 
unlike Kayin and Hevel, who were born effortlessly before the sin as adults, not as babies; (vi) even when women are dominated by their husbands, they do 
not flee; (vii) they keep the desire for their husband in their heart; (viii) they are embarrassed to appear in public with their hair uncovered; (ix) they are not 
accepted as a witness in Beit Din, since, after Adam listened to and believed his wife, women could no longer be trusted as witnesses; (x) all women will die; 
(3) (i) Adam’s strength was diminished; (ii) his height was reduced; (iii) men become impure as a zav, (iv) as a ba’al keri, and (v) through marital relations; 
(vi) when sowing wheat, people will harvest thorns; (vii) their food will no longer come ready-made; (viii) earning a parnasa (livelihood) will cause mental 
sorrow; (ix) they will work with the sweat of their brows; (x) they all will die (Pirke deRebi Eliezer). (d) To (1) light candles before Shabbat, since Chava 
caused the original light of the 1

st
 day to be hidden when she seduced Adam to sin; (2) to separate challah from her dough, since she defiled Adam, who 

was called the “challah of the world”; (3) observe the laws of nida, to atone for having Adam’s having spilled the blood of all future generations (Shabbat 
31b). (e) Before they sinned, (1) (i) Adam and Chava were adorned with a fingernail-like protection that covered their bodies, but (ii) after the sin, they lost 
this covering, except on their fingers and toes (Nida 17a). (2) (i) Adam and Chava used their bodies to fulfill the Will of Hashem, which caused no shame, but 
(ii)  after the sin, the yeitzer hara caused people to use their bodies for degrading and harmful pleasure for which they would be ashamed (Sforno). 
 
Q-5. (a) Why did Hevel deserve to die? (b) After Kayin murdered Hevel, why did Hashem (1) Ask, “where is Hevel?” since obviously, He Knew? (2) Say, 
“your brother’s bloods cry out” – what does the use of the word “demay” in the plural tell us about the seriousness of Kayin’s sin? (c) Why is the name of 
Chanoch’s grandson, Mechuya’el, first spelled (1) with a vav, and then (2) with a yud? (d) Why is Tuval-Kayin’s sister, Na’ama, mentioned? (Bereshit 4:9-
10,18-22) 
 
A-5. (a) Hashem Accepted Hevel’s korban by Sending Heavenly fire to consume it, but instead of withdrawing, Hevel inappropriately gazed at the Shechina 
– Moshe, who was the gilgul (reincarnation) of Hevel, atoned for Hevel, when, at the burning bush (Shemot 3:6), Moshe hid his face and was afraid to look at 
the Shechina (Zohar). (b) (1) Hashem Entered into a calm conversation with Kayin to give him an opportunity to confess and repent; (2) Kayin shed not only 
the blood of Hevel – he shed the blood of all of the offspring of Hevel (Rashi). (c) (1) The vav was an inadvertent prophesy that Kayin would be blotted out 
(mechuya) by Lamech, who was the offspring of Kayin in the 6

th
 (vav) generation; (2) the yud was an inadvertent prophesy that Hashem would blot out 

mankind in the 10
th
 (yud) generation, the generation of Noach (Rokeach). (d) She became Noach’s wife, the mother of all mankind (Rashi). 

 
Q-6. (a) Why does the Torah list only Sheit as the son of Adam, since Kayin and Hevel also were his sons? (b) When Noach was born, why did his father 
Lamech, an offspring of Sheit, predict that Noach would ease the burden on mankind of working the land that Hashem (in Bereishit 3:17) had Cursed when 
Adam sinned? (c) How could Hashem, Who Knows the future, “Regret” having Created mankind? (Bereishit 5:3,29;6:6)  
 
A-6.  (a) Since Hevel had no children, and Kayin’s offspring all died in the mabul, mankind survived only through Sheit’s descendants (Radak). (b) Adam and 
his offspring knew that as a result of his sin, the land would be cursed as long as Adam was alive, and Noach was in the first generation that was born after 
the death of Adam, which ended the curse (Abarbanel). (c) Hashem was like a farmer who planted a sapling, even though he knew sadly that the tree one 
day would be cut down for lumber – Hashem Nurtured mankind and was “Saddened” that He now had to Destroy everyone, except Noach’s family (Akeidat 
Yitzchak).  
 
Q-7. In the haftara, what does the Navi tell Bnei Yisrael to do in order act le’ohr goyim (as a light for the nations)? (Yeshayahu 42:6)  
 
A-7. Bnei Yisrael have to bring spiritual enlightenment to the nations by being moral and religious models, counselors and guides (Radak). 


