
 
QUESTIONS ON SHEMINI AZERET-PARASHAT BEREISHIT 

 
Q-1.  (a) Since Vayikra 23:42 says, “Dwell in sukkot for 7 days,” why does eating in a sukkah on Shemini Atzeret not violate bal tosif (the 
ban on adding to Hashem’s mitzvot) (2 views)? (b) Which 18 of the Torah’s 613 mitzvot are in Shemini Atzeret’s reading? (c) In Parashat 
veZot haBeracha, (1) why does Yehuda’s blessing immediately follow Reuven’s? (2) why did Shimon receive no blessing? (3) why does 
Binyamin’s blessing immediately follow Levi’s? (4) why was Yosef’s land especially blessed? (d) (1) In which sheivet’s territory (i) did 
Moshe die? (ii) was he buried? (iii) Why did Hashem bury him in Beit Pe’or? (2) Why did He conceal his gravesite (3 reasons)? (e) Who 
wrote the Torah’s last 8 verses describing Moshe’s death (2 opinions) (Vayikra 23:42; Devarim 14:22-16:17, 33:7-13, 34:5-12)? 
 
A-1.  (a) Eating on Shemini Atzeret does not add to the mitzvah to eat in a sukkah, since one’s sukkah may be attractive to him – he may 

want to eat in it while not intending to do the mitzvah of sukkah (Sukkah 47a – Tosafot). (2) Eating in the sukkah without reciting the 
beracha of lesheiv ba-sukkah, unlike the preceding days, indicates that one is not adding to the mitzvah of sukkah, thus not violating bal 
tosif (Mordechai). (b) (1) ma’aseir sheini (Devarim 14:22 – Sefer haChinuch Mitzvah 473); (2) ma’aseir oni (14:28 – Mitzvah 474); (3) not to 
demand payment for a loan from a fellow Jew after the shemita year has passed (15:2 – Mitzvah 475); (4) to exact payment for a loan from 
a heathen (15:3 – Mitzvah 476); (5) to release fellow Jews’ debts owed in the shemita year (15:3 – Mitzvah 477); (6) not to withhold 
kindness and charity from a fellow Jew (15:7 – Mitzvah 478); (7) to give charity (15:8 – Mitzvah 479); (8) not to refrain from making loans 
because of the shemita year (15:9 – Mitzvah 480); (9) to not release an eved ivri (Hebrew servant) without giving him liberal gifts (15:13 – 
Mitzvah 481); (10) to give an eved ivri liberal gifts (15:14 – Mitzvah 482); (11) to do no work with kodshim (animals consecrated for the Beit 
haMikdash) (15:19 – Mitzvah 483); (12) not to shear kodshim wool (15:19 – Mitzvah 484); (13) to not eat chametz after noon on Erev 
Pesach (16:3 – Mitzvah 485); (14) to not leave over the meat of the Korban Pesach until the 3

rd
 day (16:4 – Mitzvah 486); (15) to not offer 

the Korban Pesach on a private altar (16:5 – Mitzvah 487); (16) to rejoice (16:14 – Mitzvah 488) and (17) to appear at the Beit haMikdash 
on the shalosh regalim (16:16 – Mitzvah 489); (18) to not go to Yerushalayim for the shalosh regalim without a korban (16:16 – Mitzvah 
490). (c) (1) Both Yehuda and Reuven were models of teshuva – Reuven confessed his sin re: Bilha’s bed after he saw Yehuda confess 
his attempted sin with Tamar (Rashi). (2) Ya’akov cursed Shimon and Levi for massacring the people of Shechem (Bereishit 49:7) – Levi 
later improved, and Moshe blessed Sheivet Levi on account of Aharon haKohen, but Shimon had no great offspring, and since Sheivet 
Shimon led Bnei Yisrael in the sin at Ba’al Pe’or, Bnei Shimon did not deserve a blessing (ibn Ezra). (3) The levi’im were destined to serve 
in the Beit haMikdash to be built in Binyamin’s territory (Rashi). (4) The earth was cursed when Adam sinned by  listening to his wife – 
since Yosef refused to listen to Potifar’s wife and did not sin, his land was not subject to the curse (R. Bechaya). (d) (1) (i) On Har Nevo – 
Reuven’s territory; (ii) the Shechina moved him and buried him at Beit Pe’or – Gad’s territory; (iii) by worshipping Ba’al Pe’or and acting 
immorally with Moav’s women, Bnei Yisrael created an accusing angel to bring charges against Bnei Yisrael – Moshe’s grave protected 
Bnei Yisrael, since the angel would see the grave and flee; (2) (i) Before the Beit haMikdash’s destruction, Hashem did not want Bnei 
Yisrael to visit Moshe’s grave to pray that Moshe ask Hashem to forestall the churban, since the churban benefited Bnei Yisrael – He 
destroyed the Beit haMikdash instead of destroying Bnei Yisrael (Sotah 13b). (ii) Hashem hid the gravesite so that Bnei Yisrael’s enemies 
would not defile it with avoda zara, and Bnei Yisrael would not offer korbanot there instead of the Beit haMikdash; (iii) It was Moshe’s 
punishment for failing to take action against Zimri and Cosby in Shittim and leaving it to Pinchas (Medrash Lekach Tov). (e) (1) Rebi 

Yehuda – Yehoshua added these verses after Moshe died; (2) Rebi Shimon – Moshe wrote them down with tears, not ink (Bava Batra 
15a).    
 
 
Q-2. (a) Why is the Torah’s 1

st
 letter, a bet, enlarged? (b) What are 2 proofs in the Torah’s 1

st
 verse that Hashem completed Creation in 

Tishrei (Rebi Eliezer’s view – Rosh Hashana 27a), not in Nisan (Rebi Yehoshua’s view)? (c) Pirkei Avot 5:1 says that Hashem created the 
world “be-asara ma’amarot” (with 10 statements) – why did He not create the world with one command (5 reasons)? (d) Why is the sky 
blue? (e) (1) In addition to Adam (mankind), which creatures did Hashem bless and why? (2) Which creatures did He not bless and why? 

(Bereishit:1-25) 
 
A-2.  (a) “Reishit” (start) refers both to the Torah (“the start [of His Way]” – Mishlei 8:22) and to Bnei Yisrael (the start of His crop – 
Yirmiyahu 2:3) – the bet indicates that Hashem created the world for two things – theTorah and Bnei Yisrael (Bereishit Raba). (b) (1) The 

letters of “Bereishit” can be arranged as “alef Tishrei” (1 Tishrei), Rosh Hashana’s date; (2) the gematria of “Bereishit bara” (In the 
beginning, [Hashem] created) is 1,116, the same gematria as “beRosh Hashana nivra” (on Rosh Hashana [the world] was created) (Ba’al 
haTurim). (c) (1) Since Hashem used 10 statements, not one, He will inflict greater punishment on the wicked who ruin the world created 
with greater “effort” (Rashi). (2) He created the universe in separate parts so that the wicked through their evil could not destroy it 
completely, and, in Hashem’s mercy, lessening evildoers’ penalties (Ruach Chaim). (3) To teach that the universe includes multiple and 
diverse parts, forming an integrated whole, but all 10 parts represent a single entity (Maharal). (4) The world was created in steps to teach 
that man is Creation’s reason – each ma’amar brought the world closer to its purpose of righteous people getting Hashem’s goodness; (5) 
the diversity of Creation camouflages Hashem’s Oneness and gives man free choice to believe in His Oneness, and not in His having 
separate parts (Ya’avetz). (d) It reflects the Kishei haKavod (Heavenly Throne), which is sapphire (Chulin 89a). (e) (1) (i) Hashem blessed 
the fish and birds, (ii) which need His blessing since they are depleted by being hunted and eaten; (2) (i) Hashem did not bless the land 
animals which also are hunted, (ii) since they include the nachash (snake), which was destined to be cursed (Rashi).   
 
 
Q-3. (a) Since Hashem created man, why did He say, “let us make man” (2 views)? (b) Why did He end Creation by forming Adam (3 
views)? (c) (1) Hashem created which 10 things’ potential on Erev Shabbat, Bein haShemashot (Shabbat eve, at twilight) – immediately 
before completing Creation? (2) Why were these things created then? (3) Why did Hashem stop in the middle of creating sheidim on the 6

th
 

day? (Bereishit 1:26-30) 
 
A-3.  (a) (1) To teach that even the wisest person should consult with others before starting a new venture – Hashem “consulted” with the 
angels (Rashi). (2) On the 1

st
 day, Hashem created all the materials for the subsequent days – “us” refers to the earth’s materials, with 

which He created man (Ramban). (b) (1) Hashem wanted Adam to find the world beautifully prepared for him; (2) He did not want Adam 
present during Creation so that heretics could not claim that Adam was His partner in Creation; (3) people should not overestimate their 



importance, since even insects were created before them (Sanhedrin 38a). (c) (1) (i) Pi ha’aretz (the earth’s opening that swallowed 
Korach and his eida); (ii) pi ha-be’eir (Miriam’s well’s opening that supplied Bnei Yisrael’s water in the midbar); (iii) pi ha’asone (Bilam’s 
donkey’s mouth); (iv) ha-keshet (the rainbow, a sign that Hashem would not again flood the earth after the mabul); (v) the mon in the 
midbar; (vi) ha-mateh (the sapphire staff with which Moshe did miracles); (vii) ha-shamir (the wormlike creature used to cut the Beit 
haMikdash’s stones); (viii) ha-ketav (the alef-beit script); (ix) ha-michtav (the first instrument used to engrave letters on stone); (x) ha-luchot 
(the tablets that Hashem gave to Moshe) – some say that (i) mazikin (demons), (ii) kevurato shel Moshe (Moshe’s grave’s location), (iii) eilo 
shel Avraham (the ram offered at the akeida); and (iv) tzevat (the original tongs used to make other tongs) also were created at twilight 
before Shabbat (Pirkei Avot 5:8). (2) To show that these miracles about which we read later in the Torah were part of Hashem’s plan for the 
world (Sefer HaMusar). (3) Even though He could have finished before Shabbat, Hashem taught us that whatever we are doing, we must 
stop before Shabbat (Bereishit Raba). 
 
 
Q-4. (a) Why does it not say “va-yehi erev, va-yehi boker” (and there was evening and there was morning) for the 7

th
 day? (b) In which 5 

ways did Hashem bless the Shabbat? (c) How does the day of the week on which a person is born affect his future? (d) Hashem put Adam 
in Gan Eden (1) le’avda (to work it) and (2) u-le-shamra (to guard it) – (1) what work was he to do? and (2) what was he to guard? 
(Bereishit 1:31,2:2-3,15) 
 
A-4. (a) Adam benefited from the special “ohr” (light) that Hashem created on the 1

st
 day – when he sinned on the 6

th
 day, he lost this 

benefit, but Hashem did not remove the ohr until after the 7
th
 day, Shabbat – this ohr shone for 36 hours, with no darkness on that Shabbat 

– Adam did not perceive erev or boker; (b) (1) Hashem reimburses one’s Shabbat expenses; (2) Shabbat food is especially tasty; (3) the 
special ohr of the 1

st
 day shone continuously for Adam on the 1

st
 Shabbat; (4) Bnei Yisrael received a 2

nd
 mon portion in the midbar; (5) 

evildoers in Gehenim are not punished on Shabbat (Bereishit Raba). (c) A person born on (1) Sunday tends to be a leader – Sunday leads 

the week; (2) Monday tends to be angry – the waters were divided on Monday; (3) Tuesday may be wealthy but immodest – food was 
created but grew wildly; (4) Wednesday will probably be brilliant – the sun, moon and stars were created; (5) Thursday will probably be kind 
– birds and fish, which do not cause people trouble, were created; (6) Friday will run for mitzvot – people rush to prepare for Shabbat; (7) 
Shabbat will probably be holy (Shabbat 156a). (d) He was to follow Hashem’s commands by (1) doing positive mitzvot, and (2) refraining 
from negative mitzvot (Pirkei deRebi Eliezer).   
 
 
Q-5.  (a) (1) Why did Hashem cause Adam to sleep when He formed Chava? (2) How do a man and a woman “become one flesh”? (3) 
What was Adam doing when the nachash (snake) spoke to Chava? (b) Since Adam received a direct command from Hashem, how could 
he possibly have disobeyed Him by eating from the Eitz haDa’at (3 views)? (c) Why were Adam and Chava (i) not ashamed that they wore 
no clothing before they ate fruit from the Eitz haDa’at but (ii) were ashamed after they ate the fruit (2 reasons)? (Bereishit 2:21,24-25/3:2,7) 
 
A-5. (a) (1) Hashem did not want Adam to see his side removed from him, so he should not despise her (Rashi). (2) They bear children 
who combine their characteristics (Rashi). (3) Adam was asleep (Bereishit Raba). (b) (1) Chava gave Adam fruit juice – he was unaware of 

its source – his sin was not determining that the fruit was “kosher”, i.e. not banned by Hashem; (2) Chava argued that since she had eaten 
the fruit, she will die – since all of Creation ended on the 6

th
 day, Hashem would not create another wife for Adam – he could not live alone, 

since he was created to populate the world – she convinced him that it was better for them to share a common fate; (3) Chava screamed 
until he finally listened to her (Bereishit Rabba). (c) Before they sinned, (1) (i) Adam and Chava were adorned with a nail-like protection that 

covered their bodies, but (ii) after the sin, they lost this covering, except on their fingers and toes (Nida 17a). (2) (i) Adam and Chava used 
their bodies to fulfill Hashem’s Will, causing them no shame, but (ii) after the sin, the yeitzer hara caused people to use their bodies for 
degrading and harmful pleasure for which they were ashamed (Sforno). 
 
 
Q-6. (a) Why did Hevel deserve to die? (b) After Kayin murdered him, why did Hashem (1) ask, “where is Hevel” – He obviously knew? (2) 
say, “your brother’s bloods cry out” – what does “demay” (plural) tell us about the seriousness of Kayin’s sin? (c) Why is Chanoch’s 
grandson, Mechuya’el, spelled (1) with a vav, then (2) with a yud? (d) Why is Tuval-Kayin’s sister, Na’ama, mentioned? (e) In the 
geneology, why is only Sheit listed as Adam’s son?  (f) When Noach was born, why did his father Lemech predict that Noach would ease 
mankind’s burden of working the land that Hashem (in Bereishit 3:17) had cursed when Adam sinned? (g) How could Hashem, Who knows 
the future, regret having created mankind? (Bereshit 4:9-22,5:3,29,6:6) 
 
A-6. (a) Hashem accepted Hevel’s korban by sending Heavenly fire to consume it – instead of withdrawing, he gazed at the Shechina –  
Moshe, Hevel’s gilgul (reincarnation), atoned for Hevel at the burning bush (Shemot 3:6) – he was afraid to look at the Shechina (Zohar). 
(b) (1) Hashem entered into a calm conversation with him to give him an opportunity to repent; (2) Kayin shed not only Hevel’s blood but all 
of his offspring’s blood (Rashi). (c) The (1) vav was an inadvertent prophesy that Lemech, his 6

th
 generation offspring would blot out 

(mechuya) Kayin; (2) yud was an inadvertent prophesy that Hashem would blot out mankind in the 10
th

 generation (Rokeach). (d) She was 
Noach’s wife, all of mankind’s mother (Rashi). (e) Since Hevel had no children, and Kayin’s offspring all died in the mabul, mankind 
survived only through Sheit (Radak). (f) Adam and his offspring knew that as a result of his sin, the land would be cursed as long as Adam 
was alive – Noach was in the first generation born after Adam’s death, which ended the curse (Abarbanel). (g) Hashem was like a farmer 

who planted a sapling, even though he knew sadly that the tree would one day be cut down for lumber – Hashem nurtured mankind and 
was “saddened” that He now had to destroy it (Akeidat Yitzchak). 
 
 
Q-7. In Bereishit’s haftara, what does the Navi tell Bnei Yisrael to do in order act le’ohr goyim (as a light for the nations)? (Yeshayahu 42:6)  
 
A-7. Bnei Yisrael have to bring spiritual enlightenment to the nations by being moral and religious counselors and guides (Radak). 


