
QUESTIONS ON PARASHIOT BEHAR-BECHUKOTAI 
 

Q-1.  (a) Of the 613 mitzvot, which 4 in this parasha concern the shemita year? (b) What are 5 goals of the shemita year’s 
farming restrictions? (c) Why does the Torah add that the shemita laws were given at Har Sinai (3 views)? (d) What are 3 
punishments for not observing shemita? (e) What is the root of the word “yoveil” (jubilee) (3 views)? (f) How did yoveil 
discourage stealing? (g) How do the (1) shemita and (2) yoveil years represent how one should spend the years of his life? 
(Vayikra 25:1-16,21-28)  
 
A-1.  (a) Not to (1) farm the land (Sefer haChinuch – Mitzvah 326); (2) work on trees (Mitzvah 327); (3) harvest anything 
growing wild (Mitzvah 328); (4) gather fruit in the usual manner (Mitzvah 329). (b) (1) We must listen to Hashem, since Eretz 
Yisrael is His, not ours – (Sanhedrin 39a). (2) A farmer asks Him for parnasa during shemita, realizing in the other 6 years, he 
reaped due to His kindness (Kli Yakar). (3) With no work every 7th year, the farmer devotes his time to talmud Torah, like no 
labor every 7th day increases talmud Torah (Sforno). (4) Shemita shows a wealthy person the poor’s daily grief, so he is 
generous to them (R. Bechaya). (5) When the nations claim that Bnei Yisrael stole Eretz Yisrael, observing shemita shows 
them that the land belongs to Hashem, and His Will gave it to them (Alshich). (c) (1) It teaches that like Hashem gave all the 
shemita laws’ details at Har Sinai, He detailed all the mitzvot at Sinai – shemita’s farming laws are not repeated in Devarim, 
but even all of Devarim’s mitzvot were given at Sinai (Rashi). (2) It shows the mitzvot’s Divinity – Hashem guaranteed a crop 
sufficient for 3 years – no human could do that (Chatam Sofer). (3) Shemita makes sense only if Hashem ordered it – we must 
do all mitzvot, due to His command at Sinai (Darash Moshe). (d) (1) Less land productivity; (2) poverty, forcing selling the land 
(Kiddushin 20a). (3) Exile (Rashi – Vayikra 26:34). (e) Yoveil (1) is from “ayil” (ram), referring to the shofar blown on the 
yoveil’s Yom Kippur (Rashi). (2) means “sent out” (ibn Ezra), or (3) comes from “hoveil” (transport), since in yoveil, land is 
transported back to its owner, and slaves to their previous station of freedom of movement (Ramban). (f) When one saw land 
revert to Hashem’s designated owner, he did not steal, since Hashem assures the rightful owner’s return – one gains nothing – 
all that remains is his sin (Mitzvah 330). (g) (1) The shemita cycle’s first 6 years represent one’s first 60 years of life, mainly 
occupied in studying for and earning a parnasa – in his 7th decade, he should begin to separate himself from his business and 
devote himself to talmud Torah (Abarbanel). (2) For his life’s first 10 years, one is immature, not knowing what life is about – 
for the next 50 years, represented by the yoveil cycle, he devotes himself to worldly pursuits – at  60, he should leave 
everything aside and think only about gaining Olam Haba (Alshich).     
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Q-2.  (a) How do we know a fellow Jew should be given preference in a sale or purchase? (b) (1) Why is “lo tonu” (do not 
aggrieve [your brother]) in 25:14, repeated in 25:17? (2) Why does “ve-yareita mei-Elokecha” (fear Hashem) follow lo tonu? (3) 
Which sin is worse – ona’at mamon (overcharging a fellow Jew) or ona’at devarim (hurting his feelings)? (4) How do we know 
this (3 explanations)? (Vayikra 25:14,17) 
 
A-2.  (a) In describing proper business practices, the Torah says, “When you make a sale to you fellow [Jew] or make a 
purchase from the hand of your fellow [Jew]” (Rashi). (b) (1) 24:14 bans hurting others in business (ona’at mamon) – 25:17 
bans hurting others personally by verbally harassing or annoying them or by giving bad advice (ona’at devarim); (2) do not 
think that no one knows the bad things you are thinking about your neighbor – Hashem knows (Rashi). (3) Ona’at devarim; (4) 
(i) The Torah says, “ve-yareita mei-Elokecha” (fear Hashem) in banning ona’at devarim (25:17), but not for ona’at mamon 
(25:14); (ii) ona’at mamon affects only the victim’s money, but ona’at devarim affects his very self; (iii) with ona’at mamon, 
restitution is possible, but ona’at devarim’s pain cannot be undone (Bava Metzia 58b). 
 
Q-3.  (a) What does “you shall hold or strengthen [a poor Jew]” teach? (b) Why is banned loan interest termed both “neshech” 
and “marbit” (3 views)? (c) (1) What 5 parties sin in a loan with interest? (2) What is ribit devarim (loan interest of words)? (d) 
How do we know stealing from a non-Jew is (1) banned? (2) worse than stealing from a Jew? (e) Why are these laws in 
sequence after shemita and yoveil – (1) Selling portable property? and (2) ancestral land? one’s (3) house? (4) Borrowing with 
interest? (5) An eved ivri purchased by a Jew? or (6) non-Jew? (f) (1) Why is bowing on an even maskit (stone floor) banned 
(2 views)? (2) Where was it allowed? (3) Why may one bow on a cloth-covered floor? (g) Why does the Torah say, “observe 
my Shabbats”, followed by, “revere my Mikdash (sanctuary)” (2 views)? (Vayikra 25:37, 50; 26:1-2) 
 
A-3.  (a) Charity’s highest form is preventing him from being poor, by offering a job, loan or investment (Rambam – Hilchot 
Aniyim 10:7). (b) (1) Charging interest is 2 sins (Rashi). (2) (i) Neshech depicts the borrower, “biting” his resources; (ii) marbit 
depicts the lender, boosting his fortune (Kli Yakar). (3) 2 loans are banned – charging interest (i) not credited to the principal, 
“biting” the borrower indefinitely, i.e., neshech, and (ii) with more interest if the deadline is not met, i.e., marbit (Ramban). (c) 
(1) The (i) lender, (ii) borrower, (iii) loan guarantor, (iv) witnesses, (v) contract scribe; (2) Information the borrower, in 
consideration for the loan, tells the lender (Bava Metzia 75b). (d) (1) In redeeming an eved ivri owned by a non-Jew, the Torah 
says, “he shall make a reckoning with his purchaser” – the non-Jew must be paid the eved’s fair value (Bava Kama 113b). (2) 
A Jew will condemn the dishonest person – a non-Jew will rail against the Torah and Hashem (R. Bechaya). (e) (1) Greedily 
not observing shemita and yoveil will make him sell his moveable property; (2) by not repenting, he will have to sell his 
ancestral land; (3) he will then be forced to sell his house; (4) he then will have to borrow money with interest; (5) he then will, 
in desperation, sell himself as a slave to a fellow Jew; (6) finally, he will have to sell himself as a slave to a gentile, becoming a 
servant of avoda zara (Rashi). (f) (1) (i) This is what idol worshipers did to serve their gods; (ii) it appears that one is 
worshipping the stones themselves; (2) in the Beit haMikdash; (3) while stone is an enduring material, cloth rapidly wears 
away, and no one would make it a god (Mitzvah 349). (g) (1) Melacha is banned on Shabbat, but it is permitted for the avoda 
(Rokeach). (2) Both Shabbat and the Mikdash sanctify Bnei Yisrael – Shabbat through time, and the Mikdash through space 
(Oznayim laTorah).   



 
Q-4. (a) Since Shemot 20:5 says that Bnei Yisrael’s rewards will be 500 times greater than their punishments, why are 
Bechukotai’s blessings only 11 verses, but the curses are 30 verses? (b) When the Torah says that Hashem will remember the 
avot’s covenant, why does it mention Ya’akov, then Yitzchak and Avraham (2 reasons)? (c) Why is “Ya’akov” spelled with an 
extra “vav” (2 explanations)?  (Vayikra 26:16-33,42)  
 
A-4.  (a) The blessings are general while the curses are specific – by briefly stating the blessings, Hashem leaves room to 
increase their intensity – detailing the curses limits them to what is stated (ibn Ezra). (b) (1) While Ya’akov was “least” of the 
avot, his merit should suffice to save Bnei Yisrael – if not enough, Yitzchak’s merit will, and Avraham’s merit certainly will 
(Rashi). (2) Hashem will remember Ya’akov’s merit since all his children were tzadikim – but Yitzchak’s merit will suffice, even 
though he had Eisav, and Avraham’s merit will, even though he had Yishmael (Abarbanel). (c) (1) Ya’akov is spelled with an 
extra vav 5 times in Tanach, once here and 4 times in Sefer Yirmiyahu – Eliyahu’s name is spelled 5 times with the vav 
missing, 4 times in Sefer Melachim Bet and once in Sefer Malachi – Ya’akov “holds” the vav until Eliyahu announces his 
offspring’s redemption (Rashi). (2) The vav predicts the geula will take place in the 6th millennium (Yalkut Shimoni). 
 
Q-5.  (a) For each age group up to 60, a female’s arach (fixed value) was 50%-60% of a male’s – why was the arach of a 
woman older than 60 a full 2/3 of a man’s? (b) If one substitutes an animal for another that is kodesh, why do both become 
kodesh? (c) From which crops was ma’aser sheini (2nd tithe) required (2 views)? (Vayikra 27:7,10,) 
 
A-5.  After age 60, a man’s value decreases faster than a woman’s, i.e., “if there is an old man in the house, there is a 
stumbling block – if there is an old woman in the house, there is a treasure” (Rashi). (b) Since one might not want to part with 
a valuable animal, he may substitute an inferior one – therefore, all substitutions were banned (Rambam – Hilchot Temura 
4:13). (c) (1) Grain, grapes and olives (Rashi). (2) Every crop primarily for human consumption (Rambam – Hilchot Terumot 
2:1). 
 
Q-6.  (a) Why was ma’aser beheima (the animal tithe) eaten in Yerushalayim? (b) Why does the Torah repeat 26:46 in the last 
verse of Sefer Vayikra, that these laws were given through Moshe at Har Sinai (27: 30-32,34)?   
 
A-6.  (a) To increase a farmer’s family’s talmud Torah – involved in Pesach’s barley and Shavuot’s wheat harvests, farmers 
offered Yom Tov korbanot and rushed back to the farm. To eat the ma’aser beheima, they stayed in Yerushalayim with the 
Sanhedrin, kohanim, and levi’im, who taught them Torah (Bechorot 59b). (b) We might think one must do only obligatory 
mitzvot – not the optional ones at the end of Sefer Vayikra, but since Hashem gave even these mitzvot at Sinai, once one 
undertakes, through a neder, to do them, he must carry them out (Hirsch). 
 
Q-7.  In the haftara, to what does the Navi refer, saying, (a) “cursed is the man who trusts in man”, and (b) “blessed is the man 
who trusts in Hashem”)? (Yirmiyahu 17:5,7)   
 
A-7.  A farmer who (a) plows and harvests, saying, “I will sow during shemita and eat,” is cursed; (b) observes shemita is 
blessed (Rashi). 


