
QUESTIONS ON PARASHIOT ACHAREI MOT/KEDOSHIM 
 
 

Q-1.  (a) Why do Nadav’s and Avihu’s deaths introduce the Yom Kippur avoda (4 views)? (b) Why is “va-yamutu” 
(they died) repeated (2 views)? (c) Why does the Torah say “be-zot” (“with this” [Aharon shall come to the 
Kodesh]) (2 views)? (d) Why did the Kohen Gadol wear only white linen garments in the Kodesh Kadashim (3 
views)? (e) What was “Azazeil,” to where the Kohen Gadol sent a goat (3 views)? (Vayikra 16:1-8) 
 
A-1.  (a) (1) To teach that a tzadik’s death atones, like the Yom Kippur avoda (Yerushalmi Yoma 1:1). (2) Yom 
Kippur atones at an “ayt ratzon” (opportune time) – a tzadik’s soul’s ascent brings forgiveness for those surviving 
him (Meshech Chochma). (3) Moshe told Aharon about the ban to enter the Kodesh Kadashim when not 
commanded (16:2) to emphasize this sin’s severity, which resulted in his sons’ deaths (Rashi). (4) Parashat 
Metzora ended with the karet penalty for entering the Mishkan while tamei – Moshe added here that Aharon’s 
entering the Kodesh Kadashim except as commanded will be punished, like his sons were (Ramban). (b) (1) 
Nadav and Avihu “died” twice – (i) physically, and (ii) leaving no children (Zohar). (2) Their deaths had 2 causes – 
(i) they were among the elders watching the Sinai revelation without proper respect (Shemot 24:11), and (ii) the 
sin described here – they “approached before Hashem” (R. Bechaya). (c) (1) Only when doing “this” (the Yom 
Kippur avoda) could he enter the Kodesh Kadashim; (2) be-zot’s gematria is 410, the years of the 1st Beit 
haMikdash –  the 18 Kohanim Gedolim serving in the 1st Beit haMikdash were, like Aharon, worthy to do the 
avoda, but those in the 2nd Beit haMikdash were unworthy (Rashi). (d) (1) The 4 gold garments evoked the cheit 
ha’eigel – the “accusing angel” could argue, “After making the golden idol, you come to serve Hashem in gold to 
attain Bnei Yisrael’s forgiveness?” (Rosh Hashana 26a). (2) The Kohen Gadol resembled an angel Yechezkeil 
had a vision of, with the Heavenly host wearing linen garments; (3) these garments symbolize humility in the 
Shechina’s presence (Tiferet Tzion). (e) (1) “Azaz” means strong and “eil” means mighty, describing the cliff from 
which the goat was thrown (Rashi). (2) Aza and Aza’el were 2 angels who dwelled among humans in Tuval-
Kayin’s days – their depravity exceeded that of the generation of the flood – the goat atoned for immorality such 
as that of these angels (Yoma 67b). (3) Azazeil refers to the Satan – after Hashem had forgiven Bnei Yisrael’s 
sins through the korban of the goat “to Hashem”, the other goat was “sent” to the Satan, who no longer was able 
to accuse Bnei Yisrael, whose sins had been atoned for (Zohar).      
       
Q-2.  (a) For what 4 kinds of sins does Yom Kippur not atone? (b) Why, 3 times, are shevita (resting) and innui 
(affliction) on Yom Kippur called “chukat olam” (a statute forever)? (c) For Yom Kippur, why is the avoda first 
described (16:1-28), then its date is given (16:29), but for other Yomim Tovim, the date is before the korbanot are 
described? (d) Why was blood sprinkled on the mizbei’ach for atonement (2 views)? (e) Why does a kosher bird’s 
or wild animal’s blood have to be covered after shechita, but not a domesticated animal’s? (Vayikra 16:29-34; 
17:11-13 )  
 
A-2.  (a) (1) Yom Kippur does not atone for sins against other people, unless one seeks the victim’s forgiveness; 
(2) if one sins thinking that Hashem will forgive him on Yom Kippur, he is not atoned (Yoma 54a-b). (3) For a sin 
with the kareit penalty, Yom Kippur partially atones – the sin is erased fully with suffering; (4) if the sin is chilul 
Hashem, only the person’s death atones (Mechilta). (b) It teaches that (1) when the Kohen Gadol did the Yom 
Kippur avoda to obtain their atonement, Bnei Yisrael had to refrain from labor and fast (16:29); (2) shevita and 
innui apply even with no Beit haMikdash (16:31); (3) the day of Yom Kippur itself has the power to atone for Bnei 
Yisrael’s sins, when there is no avoda (16:34) (Sforno). (c) Vayikra Raba says Aharon could enter the Kodesh 
Kadashim on any day if he offered the Yom Kippur korbanot. Bnei Yisrael obtained atonement from Aharon’s 
entering the Kodesh Kadashim – the avoda merely was the reason he was allowed to enter – the date that he 
entered was not essential and is mentioned only at the end, while other korbanot had to be offered on the day 
stated (Darash Moshe). (d) (1) Blood has an animal’s nefesh (soul) – a korban’s nefesh atoned for the offerer’s 
nefesh (Rashi). (2) Blood signifies dedicating one’s life force to serve Hashem (Sforno). (e) Eating an animal’s 
meat while its life-spirit is before us puts “ketzat achzariut” (slight cruelty) in our souls, so birds’ and wild animals’ 
blood is covered, but a korban’s atonement came by sprinkling the animals’ blood – it was not possible to cover it. 
While some birds were korbanot, the Torah did not concern itself with this small number, and birds’ blood must be 
covered (Sefer haChinuch – Mitzvah 187).  
 
Q-3. (a) What 4 activities are banned by “u-ve-chukoteihem lo teileichu” (do not follow [gentile] laws)? (b) Why are 
the arayot (banned sexual relationships) listed after “va-chai bahem” (live by [the mitzvot])? (c) Why are sexual 
relationships with close relatives banned? (d) Why does the Torah say “lo tikrevu” (do not approach – in the 
plural) [close relative to uncover shame]? (e) Why is the ban on a son having relations with his father’s wife stated 
twice? (f) Why is a relationship between 2 males singled out as a “to’eiva” (abomination)? (Vayikra;18:3-23) 
 



A-3.  (a) (1) Attending their theatres, circuses or stadiums; (2) following their superstitions; (3) wearing their 
religious garb; (4) celebrating their holidays (Shabbat 66b-67a). (b) Va-chai bahem tells one to forego a mitzvah 
when doing it threatens his life, excluding arayot which are yei-horeg ve’al ya’avor (be killed, but do not 
transgress) (Ba’al haTurim). (c) Since one lives with close relatives from birth, sex would merely be frequent 
physical acts lacking in kedusha (Sforno). (d) To teach that these laws apply equally to the male and female; (e) It 
teaches that he may not have relations with her even after his father’s death (Rashi). (f) It is unnatural and cannot 
produce children to continue humankind (Ramban).            
                                                                                                                                                                                                         
Q-4.  (a) How does one fulfill (1) “kedoshim tihiyu” (be holy) (2 views)? (2) (i) “kabeid (honor) your parents”, in the 
Aseret haDibrot, versus (ii) “tira’u (fear) [them]”, here? (b) Why does the Torah say, “do not be a gossip”, next to 
“does not stand by while your fellow’s blood is shed”? (c) Which mitzvah bans (1) a Jewish store selling Jews 
non-kosher food? (2) immodest clothes? (3) obscene or blasphemous books? (4) a parent hitting an adult child? 
(5) lending a Jew money without witnesses? (6) withholding testimony? (7) ignoring a pauper’s plea? (Vayikra 
19:1-16) 
 
A-4.  (a) (1) Be holy by (i) separating oneself from Acharei Mot’s immoral arayot (Rashi). (ii) moderating physical 
pleasures – do not follow the letter of the law, being “naval bi’reshut haTorah” (depraved within the Torah’s 
confines), with gluttonous kosher foods, excessive lawful lust or extreme self-centeredness (Ramban). (2) (i) 
General care – feeding and dressing them, or helping them walk; (ii) don’t sit in a parent’s regular chair, interrupt 
or contradict them disrespectfully (Sefer haChinuch – Mitzvah 212). (b) Gossiping causes much bloodshed 
(Rambam – Hilchot Dei’ot 7:1). (c) (1,2,3) “lifnei eivair” (do not put a stumbling block before the blind) by helping 
one sin (Rambam Sefer haMitzvot). (4) lifnei eivair – the physical attack could cause the child to violate the 
mitzvah to honor his parents; (5) lifnei eivair – the borrower may falsely deny taking the loan, either fraudulently or 
through forgetfulness (Bava Metzia 75b). (6) “Do not stand by while your fellow’s blood is shed” – your silence 
could cause loss of his life or property (Torat Kohanim). (7) “Do not stand by …” – your failure to help could cause 
him to die (Ta’anit 21a). 
 
Q-5.  (a) (1) How is it possible for one to “love another as he loves himself” (ve’ahavta le-rei’acha kamocha), 
since, for example, saving one’s life takes precedence over saving another? (2) What are 10 rules of behavior for 
applying ve’ahavta le-rei’acha? (b) Why did the Torah ban (1) crossbreeding animals? (2) sha’atneiz (mixing wool 
and linen in a garment) (2 views)? (Vayikra 19:18-19) 
 
A-5.  (a) (1) It is mostly not possible, but he may not begrudge others’ achieving good nor jealously want more for 
himself than for others (Ramban). (2) (i) Your affection for others must be real, not feigned; (ii) always treat others 
with respect; (iii) always seek the best for others; (iv) join in their pain; (v) greet them with friendliness; (vi) give 
them the benefit of the doubt; (vii) assist them physically, even in non-difficult matters; (viii) assist with small loans 
and gifts; (ix) do not consider yourself better than them (haKetav ve-haKabaka). (x) Always be considerate of 
others (Ramban). (b) (1) Hashem said Creation was “very good” (Bereishit 1:31) – Creation serves His purpose – 
crossbreeding is against His Will (Mitzvah 249). (2) (i) Kayin offered a korban of flax, i.e., linen, and Hevel offered 
sheep, with wool - not mixing linen and wool reminds us of Kayin’s violent crime, so we maintain peace in the 
world (Radal). (ii) Idolatrous priests wore sha’atneiz (Rambam – Moreh Nevuchim).  
 
Q-6.  (a) In making capital punishment the penalty for cursing one’s parents, why is “he has cursed his mother or 
father” stated twice? (b) To fulfill the command of “you shall be holy for Me”, what 3 things we must do to 
distinguish ourselves from the nations? (c) Why does Kedoshim end with a ban on using the magic fortunetelling 
of Ov and Yidoni? (Vayikra 20:9,26-27) 
 
A-6.  (a) The penalty applies for cursing them even after the parent is dead (Rashi). (b) (1) While the nations eat 
non-kosher food, we must eat only food that the Torah permits; (2) while they consult sorcerers, we must consult 
only Hashem’s nevi’im; (3) while they engage in immoral relationships, we must always act morally (Sforno). (c) 
This teaches that if Bnei Yisrael maintain a high level of kedusha by serving Hashem properly, they will deserve to 
have nevi’im and chachmim to guide them and will have no need for these magical devices (Ba’al haTurim). 
 
Q-7.  Why does the Navi say that Bnei Yisrael are like Bnei Kushim (children of Ethiopians)? (Amos 9:7)  
 
A-7.  Like Kushim are recognizable by their skin color, Bnei Yisrael will be distinct and recognized in galut as 
Hashem’s chosen people (Malbim). 


