
OFFICIAL BETH AARON PING PONG TOURNAMENT RULES 
 
Rules: Governed by USA Table Tennis Rules with exceptions and modifications. 
 
The tournament: 
1. The tournament will be single elimination. The bracket will be filled out via a blind 
draw. Any open spots will be awarded a bye to the opponent. 
 
2. Failure to appear on time to this event can result in your elimination from the 
Tournament.  
 
3. The matches will be self-officiated. Players will call their own lines and violations. An 
official will be on hand to make any final calls or call for a replay.  
 
Before the game: 
4. A short warm up volley is allowed. 
 
Start of the Game: 
5. Before the match begins, players will volley for serve by hitting the ball over the net back and 
forth 3 times. The winner can choose to serve first or to pick a side (and give the opponent first 
serve). 
 
Flow of the Game: 
6. Each game will be played to 11 points, win by 2, with a cap at 15. If the game reaches 14- 
14 the player who scores the next point will win the game. The final game will be 
played to 21 points, win by 2, no cap.  
 
7. Rally scoring will be used, meaning that a point will be scored on every serve/rally. 
 
8. Players will alternate serving after every 3 points have been scored. Except in the final 
game which will be after every 5 points scored. 
 
9. The final point for a player will be a “dead man’s serve” by that player’s opponent. The 
player serving CAN lose on a serve. 
 
Official rules and regulations: 
 
10. The Serve: 
a. A serve will be considered legal if the following occurs: i. The ball is tossed straight 
up from the server’s hand reaching a height of at least 6 inches and ii. The ball 
is struck by the server behind their endline, forcing the ball to strike the servers 
side of the court at least once before passing over the net to strike the receiver’s 
court. 



b. The server will have one opportunity to serve the ball legally, unless a “let” is called.  
 
c. A “let” may be call for the following reasons: i. The served ball contacts the net and 
proceeds over the net to hit their opponent’s court ii. The served ball, after 
contacting the opponent’s court, spins back towards the net.  
 
11. The sides of the table and ceiling are NOT considered part of the playing surface. 
 
12. The ball is NOT required to travel directly over the net or net support system. If the ball 
travels outside the net support systems but still contacts the opponent’s court, the hit is 
legal. 
 
13. Only shul provided paddles and ping pong balls can be used in all tournament games. 

 
Violations:  
14. a) A player’s free hand touches the ball during a volley.  
      b) A player moves the playing surface. 
      c) A player hits the ball twice.  
      d) The ball hits a side twice. 
 
15. Good sportsmanship is expected by all. 
 


