
Mitzvah Day Chain of Healing on 

Hope Tree Against Gun Violence 

near the Tree of Life Synagogue 

Emma Lachman and cousin 

at her bat mitzvah 

Flexible age groupings in the 
Loose Parts classroom  
for the K–5 program 

HAVURAH 

B’KAVOD JOSE DIAZ 

 B’nai Havurah became an endorsing 

congregation member of Colorado 

Faith Communities United to End 

Gun Violence. 

 Havurah BJD presented a Gun  

Violence Touches Everyone panel 

featuring the heart-breaking stories 

of B’nai Havurah members  

impacted by gun violence. 

 Havurah BJD also presented a  

special training on how to safeguard 

children from gun violence. 

 B’nai members participated in the 

March for Our Lives after the  

Parkland school shooting. 

2018 B’NAI MITZVAH 

AND MITZVAH PROJECTS 

Niva and Rachel Fishman October 6  

Collected toiletries for Family Promise, 

which supports families in need 

Nathan Krasner October 13  

Organized and promoted a compost 

pick-up service at B’nai Havurah  

Sasha Drinkwater November 3  

Advocated for animal welfare and how 

it connects to Judaism, with a focus on 

factory farming 

Emma Lachman December 8  

Lobbied her school to be involved in 

the ADL’s No Place for Hate campaign 

and to create an approach for whole-

hearted acceptance of people who are 

different 

WORDS FROM THE RABBI 

Rabbi Evette Lutman 

Hevrei B’nai Havurah—what best  

represents our year is lo ta’amod al’dam 

re’echa—don’t stand (idly) upon the 

blood of your neighbor. 

Sometimes the blood was our own. 

Members of other faiths joined us to 

Rise from Shiva after the tragedy in 

Pittsburgh. And sometimes the blood 

was of new immigrants, Muslims, and 

Christians. We supported our Muslim 

neighbors on Purim after the tragedy in 

New Zealand. 

We raised our voices against oppression 

and waste of life. B’nai does not stand 

idly by. It is in our DNA, and I don’t 

think we’d have it any other way. 

YOUTH EDUCATION 

Carol Loveman Morris 

 Shabbat B’Yachad is a new  

inclusive, communal program that 

brings students to five popular  

intergenerational Shabbat services. 

 We presented our Hebrew In Your 

Hood satellite program to the  

Reconstructing Judaism Convention 

as Innovators in Education.  

Enrollment expanded in the  

2018–2019 year. 

 In Wrestling With G-d, students, 

parents, and community members 

discussed various concepts of G-d. 

Students were given the tools to 

challenge each other and develop 

their own beliefs. 

CHESED COMMITTEE 

B’nai’s Chesed committee continues to 

send cards and offers of help to those 

who are ill and those families who have 

lost a loved one. We are looking forward 

to expanding our reach to include  

acknowledging happy occasions. Please 

notify the office when there are family 

events you’d like Chesed to know about. 

Chesed wants to expand the committee 

and welcomes volunteers! 

Please call Janet Tamaren, Chesed chair, 

at 859-230-7869 to learn more about 

Chesed and volunteering. 

In Memoriam: The names of the B’nai 

Havurah family members we’ve lost in 

2018 are at bnaihavurah.org/memoriam. 

Sandy Goldman at the  

Live On | Life & Legacy  

Celebration 

COLORADO IAF 

On October 4, 300+ people from over 

25 organizations came together the Fall 

Election Assembly, including 33 from 

B'nai. Then-candidate Phil Weiser raved 

about it on Facebook! As CO attorney 

general, Weiser met with CO IAF at 

B'nai Havurah. Go to bnaihavurah.org/

FallElectionAssembly2018 for more. 

Rabbi Evette referees 

Wrestling With G-d 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Becky Epstein 

B’nai Havurah has the strength and  

willingness to experiment and grow to 

meet our community’s changing needs. 

In 2018, we began to return to our roots 

as the bold and relevant mavericks of 

the 60s and 70s. A delegation of B'nai 

leaders joined 250+ Reconstructionist 

congregations from around the world to 

learn about their exciting work. 

As a Live On | Life and Legacy  

organization, B’nai is ensuring that  

generations to come will find the  

strength and courage to take risks. Sandy 

Goldman, our legacy captain, accepted a 

commendation and grant from the Rose 

Community Foundation. 

DRAFT 2018 FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

Statements of Financial Position (Balance Sheet) | Accrual Basis 

 2018 2017 $Change 

ASSETS    

     Current Assets 353,500 329,752 23,747 

     Fixed Assets 333,629 343,466 (9,838) 

     Other Assets 418,673 457,998 (39,325) 

TOTAL ASSETS 1,105,801 1,131,216 (25,416) 
    

TOTAL LIABILITIES 95,007 104,115 (9,108) 

NET ASSETS    

     Unrestricted Funds 93,337 93,337 0 

     Restricted Funds 890,563 820,943 69,620 

     Restricted Funds Transfer 112,822 88,246 24,576 

     Net All Activity  (85,929) 24,576 (110,505) 

TOTAL NET ASSETS 1,010,794 1,027,102 (16,308) 

TOTAL LIABILITIES &  

NET ASSETS 

1,105,801 1,131,216 (25,416) 



INCLUSIVITY COMMITTEE 

Accomplishments 

 Annual Inclusivity Shabbat with 
ASL interpretation 

 Hanukkah celebration that paired 
religious school students and  
volunteers with adults from JDA 

 Accessible Youth Education 

 Inclusive design improvements 
for building renovation 

Challenges and desires 

 Budget approval  

 More outreach to underserved 
populations 

 Better marketing 

 Better access for wheelchair users 

 

Mitzvah Day fabric chain and cards for families who  
lost a family member in the shooting at Tree of Life Synagogue 

LETTER FROM THE CHAIR 

Thank you for allowing me to lead B’nai 

this past year—both bitter and sweet. 

The Tree of Life Synagogue was  

attacked in Pittsburgh. We gathered to 

recover, and, not knowing it, steel  

ourselves for attacks to come. We  

enjoyed a film series about accomplished 

women. At our library Shabbat, we  

journeyed with our forbears from idol 

worship to monotheism. Our social  

action has moved forward with our  

partners at the IAF, and we continue to 

provide tikkun olam and chesed. Our 

school still innovates on site and in the 

neighborhood. Ed Towbin and Amy 

Snow’s social media efforts bring  

Mordecai Kaplan to those of us less  

dedicated to such study.  —Joel Judd 

Design concept by Tim Politis, 
One Line Studio 

ANNUAL REPORT 2018 

B'nai Havurah is an inclusive,  

participatory Jewish Reconstructionist 

community that is passionately  

committed to experiencing Judaism by 

infusing tradition with renewed meaning 

in a contemporary American context. 

We do this through study, worship  

and joyous practice, social justice,  

acts of kindness, and connection with 

the Jewish People. 

Religious School art class 
taught by Ketzel Bradley 

2018–2019 BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Officers: Joel Judd, chair; Pat Madsen, past chair; Joanne Scarbeary, vice-chair,  

Integrated Learning; Bob Stephens, vice-chair, Administration; Lorrie Tishler,  

co-vice-chair, Programs & Services (Acts of Caring); Ethan Waldman, co-vice-chair,  

Programs & Services (Worship & Joyous Practice); Deb Lebow Aal, secretary;  

Janet Tamaren, treasurer 

Elected Board Members: Rachel Clark, Debbie Goodman, Holly Greenfield, 

Ben Honigman, Marilyn Winokur 

Havurah-Appointed Board Members: Emily Begel, Mishpacha; Gail ben  

Ezra, Ben Tzion; Bill Goldberg, Yofi; Alan Greenberg, Ruach; Sharon Haber, 

Aytz; Deb Lebow Aal, HaMakor; Ron Lepoff, D’zera; Amy Snow, Dorot;  

Jackie Stern Bellowe, Gadilla 

Staff Members: Rabbi Evette Lutman; Becky Epstein, executive director;  

Carol Loveman Morris, director of education; Hal Aqua, music director;  

Sarah Duncan, office administrator 

B'nai Havurah has a long egalitarian tradition and values the time, talent, and  

financial contribution of all members, regardless of the level of their gift.  

Please log in to view our 2018 donors at bnaihavurah.org/2018donors. 

MUSIC HIGHLIGHTS 

Hal Aqua 

 Lively summertime Shabbat in the 

Hood in members' backyards 

 Family Shabbat in the Park services 

at different city parks 

 High Holy Days services with our 

awesome song leaders: Carla Sciaky, 

Susan Spero, and Linda Treibitz 

 Kabbalat Shabbat Experience 

themes included blues and gospel, 

Leonard Cohen, and Beatles 

 A house-style concert with Chicago 

singer/songwriter Leah Shoshana 

 Shabbat B'Yachad brought  

generations together for study,  

prayer, and singing 

TIKKUN OLAM COMMITTEE 

Through the generosity of members and 

friends, the Tikkun Olam Committee 

has awarded grants to groups that are 

repairing the world, including: 

 A New Dimension of Hope  

toward building a school in Liberia 

 Kavod Ensuring Dignity for 

Holocaust Survivors to provide 

emergency food for Holocaust 

survivors living in poverty 

 Jevaia Oral Health Care for a  

dental chair in rural Nepal 

 

Jevaia Oral Health Care 

Leah Shoshana 

FACILITY TASK FORCE (FTF) 

After two years of listening sessions and 

FTF work, B'nai Havurah rededicated 

itself to renovating our facility.  

The FTF chair, Ben Honigman, and mem-

bers were charged with the crucial work to 

create a building with the following core 

values as a driving force. 

Welcoming and Inclusive: welcoming 

entrance, accessible, larger capacity 

Intimacy and Sanctitiy: warm, intimate 

space for multiple uses 

Fostering Connections: indoor/outdoor 

connections, adults and youth 

Legacy and Economy: reusing when 

feasible, honoring member contributions, 

Shabbat in the Hood is the perfect 

Friday evening for members and 

friends seeking community in an  

informal outdoor setting. Members 

open their backyards for a potluck, a 

little Shabbat ruach (spirit), music, and 

fun. Join us this for our sixth season 

this summer on June 28, July 26, and 

August 23.. 

Eliana Goldberg and Jen Stier 
 discuss design ideas 


