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Q: Why is thunder more terrible in the night time?

A: In the dead of night, noises are rendered more distinct and
consequently more terrible by the universal stillness everywhere else.

Brac

Q: In what space of time do you think the whole mass of blood
circulates through the body!

A: 'Tis probable in much shorter time than many have imagined... It
will be circulated six or seven times over through the heart in the

space of an hour.

Q: My father had a dog, which he kept a great many years, in which
time I had two brothers and one sister that died. And it was observed
that this dog—always the day before they died—went about a
hundred yards from the house and laid his nose towards the church
where they were all buried, and howled in a strange, hideous manner
for an hour or more at a time. And when my father died, he did the
same. Now it seems as if this dog had some prophetic, or what to call
it, knowledge in these macters.

A: We can't tell you what to make of hundreds of such instances as
these, some of which we ourselves are assured are true. All we can say
is, that there must be something in it not natural, since what power in
nature has a dog more than any other creature to foresee (or rather

foresmell) such accidents?

“ Q: If I [am:thinking of committing] any great and enormous crime
and sin (as adultery), but do not personally and actually commit it,

am I guilty of the crime and sin?

A: Though our thoughts generally proceed from the habit of our
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minds, upon which account we are the more guilty if they are
disorderly, yet our inclinations likewise having great dependance on
the temperament of our bodies, a bare disposition is much less
culpable than an act; but where... there wants nothing but an
opportunity to complete it, the crime is the same in the sight of God

Almighty.

Q: Iszter for women to be learned?

A: All grant that they may have some learning, but the question is of
what sort, and to what degree? Some indeed think they have learned
enough if they can distinguish between their husband's breeches and
another man's... Others think they may pardenably enough read, but
by no means be trifled with writing. Others again, that they ought
neither to write nor read. A degree yet higher are those who would
have them read plays, novels, and romances—with perhaps a little
history, but by all means terminating their studies there, and not
letting them meddle with philosophy... because it takes them off from
their domestic affairs and because it generally fills them of
themselves ... 'tis a weakness common to our own sex as well as
theirs... We see no reason why women should not be learned now.
For if we have seen one lady gone mad with learning... there are a
hundred men could be named, whom the same cause has rendered fit

for bedlam.

Q: What is the cause of the winds, and whence do they come, and
whither do they go?

A: We read that the heathens pictured Aeolus, the God of Wind,
standing at the mouth of a cave, having a linen garment girt around
him and a Smith bellows under his feet.
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Q: Why does leaning on the elbow and compressing the external
corner of the right eye cause objects to appear duplicated?

A: The reason why objects are seen double ... is from an alteration of
the plain. When the plain is double, it receives a double picture, just
so the eye, if anyone dares venture to compress it so violently, will be
raised up on a ridge and make two plains, and consequently paint two

images on the retina, or optic nerve.

Q: If the light of the moon is borrowed from the sun, why are they so
differing in complexion?

A: Sir, we beg your pardon, if we tell you, your curiosity might easily
have been satisfied by almost anybody else, for everyone that has but a
very little knowledge of nature, and the system of the world can tell
you, that the contrary question might with the same reason have been
demanded, why the light of the sun and moon are so like in
complexion, the vast distance betwixt them, and the inaptitude of the
moon for reflection of light, being a gross earthy body, would have
been an answer to the last, had the moon been made of a very fine
polished hard metal, the reflection of the sun's light from it would
have been too glorious and bright for the eye to have beheld it, and

that it so proper for reflection as it is, may answer yours.

Q:'Dineing, is it lawful?

A: Dancing seems in some sort znatural: It's difficult not to leap for
joy and the whole body seems almost necessarily to follow the motion
of the spirits and blood ... this natural way of expelling mirth, which
is also a healthful exercise to the body.

Q:Whatis anger?
A: Anger is a passion of the irascible appetite caused by apprehension
of a present evil, which may be repelled, but with some difficulty.
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Q: Why don't moon beams convey warmth as the sun beams do?

A: From these reasons, as we imagine: The first is, the great distance
the moon is from us, and consequently the rays of the sun are
reflected very weakly: No doubt but were we upon the moon, we
should find the rays reflect from it all around its atmosphere as the
rays of the sun falling on the Earth reflect a great heat, especially from
walls and sides of houses... The second reason may be the roughness
and porosity of the moon's body, which is not so apt for reflection as
if it were smooth and close. And, last, because of the globosity of the
moon; for being round, it reflects the sun's rays every way, and does
not collect them so strongly for any one place.

Qi What's love? .

A: Love, and you'll know ... We'll give you the best description we
can of that passion, which we have some reason to know ... "Tis a
mixture of friendship and desire, bounded by the rules of honor and
virtue ... Love, being a medium between pure friendship and perfect
desire, 'tis warm enough to keep friendship from an ague, but not so
furiously hot as to set all on fire.

Q: Is there, do you think, a large part of the world still left to
discover?

A: Yes.

We want to hear what you think about this article. Submis a letter to the editor
or write to letters@theatlantic.com.
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10/20/2020 Son-in-law leaves chaos in his path

Dear Abby

Dear Abby: My son-in-law "Kirk" has issues with closing doors, kitchen cabinets and refrigerator
doors. Three times my daughter has had to throw out food because it spoiled. He doesn't close cereal
boxes, bags of candy or chips, either.

My husband and | tolerated Kirk's behavior until a recent visit to our home. He again left the door to
our garage open, where our inside cat could have escaped. He was rough when opening our recliner,
and he also didn't turn the cap all the way down on the seltzer bottle, but | know better than to shake
the bottle before checking the cap because | once spilled orange juice everywhere after he failed to
tighten the cap.

My daughter says she has known Kirk for 15 years, and he isn't going to change. She says he doesn't
focus on the task at hand but is thinking about something else.
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My husband and | feel he doesn't respect our home when he behaves this way. After my daughter
spoke to Kirk after his last visit, she has brought our granddaughter over twice, but he stayed home. |
feel like both of them think we are making much ado about nothing. — Open-And-Shut Case In Virginia

¢ A Dear Open-And-Shut: Has your daughter or son-in-law actually said that to you? You were not wrong

P"K’)'to speak up, and it's not much ado about nothing. It is consideration for the property of others. You
V~should have drawn the line after the first time your immature and inconsiderate son-in-law left the

X‘?M garage door open. Address the matter directly with your son-in-law, and consider seeing them at their
house instead of yours.

Dear Abby: My mom insists on giving my oldest child, "Jim," less money than the other grandchildren
because he's my stepson. Jimis 19, and | am the only mother he has ever known since hewas 2 1/2.I'm
still married to his father, and Jim is part of the family.

[ realized what she was doing only last Christmas, when she gave Jimmy $100 and the other 12
grandkids $500 each. {This included my two younger children.} When | asked her why, she couldn't
give me a straight answer. Now I'm no longer sure she's going to leave him an inheritance when she's
gone, and | feel crummy about the entire situation. — Lost In The South

Dear Lost: | don't blame you for feeling crummy because this is a sad situation. Bear in mind the money
your mother is gifting is hers to do with as she wishes. However, you and your husband might consider
equalizing it in your own estate plans when the time comes. Have the two of you already talked with an
attorney about wills, advance directives, etc.? If you haven't, now may be the time to discuss the
subject.

Andrews McMeel Syndication
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Abby, Kirk
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286 Dear, Dorothy Dix

y could be just as
wrote asking if they

just enough money Yoy pleasint, comfortable Lving. In such cases

the couple are not afrzaf
s’ have to work but can stay home

s€hold. They camwQrk up in life together.

D

ill o, bitter wrangles, recrimination and tear: 0 moany tears . . .
\f;'hy not wait a little while longer?

A woman of forty-one, engaged to a man of the same age, raised
the question of marriage between people of different tastes:

I love him, but we usually do not care for the same things;
fact we are as far apart as the poles in our likes and dislikes . . .
Still, I'm sure we love each other. Does anything else matter?

Muss Dix did not reply as the correspondent obviously antici-
pated:

Yes, indeed, a lot of other things matter besides love when 2 man
and woman in theu maturer years contemplate matrimony | , .
Congeniahty, for example, which is the very bedrock of a successful
marriage . . . At forty-one, I think I would go all out for com-
panionship in a mate, for as we get along in years it is not easy to
adapt oursclves to others and change our tastes and habrts. Mar-
riage lasts for a Jong time, and it seems longer if you are married
to someone who bores you,

Many times in her letters she stressed such congeniality as the
basis of marriage. To a boy and gitl in their early twenties, she sug-
gested a test: “Don’t marry unless you can sit together for three or
four hours at a time and enjoy talking of things entirely removed
from the subject of love. Though you may not believe it, talk of
love begins to pall after marriage.”
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A mote unusual problem was presented by a woman who signed
herself “Widow m Distress” m a letter which began:

% I am a woman of sty and my husband 15 dead. I have fallen
violently in love with my son-in-law, who 15 thurty-nme. This fellow
and my daughter ate not happy together. [ have sensed 1t for many
months. He says he loves me and would like to marry me, divorcing
my daughter. I feel that my sonl will not rest at ease until he 1s my
hushand. Do you think it is faur to my daughter? Wouldn't we all
be happier?

‘g.-,% Dorothy's answer showed the anger she must have felt:

You will certamly be a widow i much greater distress if you
commut the folly of eloping with your sonn-law. After all, you're
sixty, old enongh to be this man's mother, and I urge you not to
befool yourself into thinking this flare of belated passion makes you
young again.

I adwise you to leave your daughter's home at once—but not with
your son-in-law. Flight from him, not with him, 15 your oaly salva-
tion, and the only way to save your daughter's home and marrage,
and yourself a lot of guef, and your son-in-law from making a laugh-
ingstock of himself.

No fool like an old fool, says the adage, and I thunk you would be
wise to take that to heart.

e e

Surprisingly often, Dorothy Dix received Jetters from men com-
plaming that thewr wives had failed to keep pace with them men-
tally. As one told her

7 My wife hasn’t had a new idea since we were married, She reads

™ practically nothmng but the society page and the cooking columns
She js't interested in anything outside her home. Since the first
baby was bom she talks about practically nothing except the chil-
dren. She makes a comfortable home for me, fine meals, a well-
maintained household, and she’s surely faithful. But I'm bored al-
most beyond endurance. What can [ do?
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Dorothy gave him her answer®

> Nothing, except take your medicmne ke a man and make the
best of it. It 15 futile to hope you can change your wife's pattemn, or
make of her the mental companion she was nevel cut out to be, and
cannot be no matter how much she wanted to, or how hard she
tried.

For an mtellectual man to marry a dull and stupid woman 15 one
of the greatest of tragedies. What greater Jonelmess than for two
peaple to spend therr hves close together in body yet mules apart
spuitually? But there 18 no turming back in bfe, and my advice to
you Is ta concentrate on your wife's good points as 2 homemaker
and mother, and find escape i a mental world of your own

D e

Despite the volume and variety of answers that she gave, Dorothy
Dix never became convinced that her pount of view was the only
possible one “I guess everybody thinks sometmes what a wonder-
ful world it would be if only he could run it,” she told a frend.
«Pyt if I ever reach the day I think I'm nght about everything,
promise me you'll shoot me!”’

Frequently Dorothy would worry about a letter for several days
before she was quite sure how to answer it. She would move it
from one side of the desk to the other, cover 1t up for an hour,
then return to it. She knew that whatever she deaded mght settle
a hfe, for good or bad. There was the case of Irms, a marmed
woman of fortynine who was falling in love with a man twelve
years her junior. Irma wrote:

I married when I was about seventeen, and my husband has been
\nsane for sixteen years I take care of hum in the hosprtal and I've
been seemng him each week. I've been very lonely, and this young
man comes like sunhight mto my life He tells me he loves me be-
cause I have been so faithful to my husband, and says if we were
married he would like me to contunue my visits if I wished

He 15 a rough sort of fellow, and we don't seem to be alke in a
lot of ways. I fear I couldn't keep up with Jum, he is so strong. And
what makes me hestate is that he knows so many so-called sporty
women. [But] I can't seem to find out anything but good about
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him, tho” he rules his men with a rod of won, and explodes when I
tell him about our difference 1n age.

In sad understanding Dorothy Dix gave her reply:

In only a few states, Irma, 1s divorce granted for reasons of m-
samity, and there’s a ternble lot of red tape to go through besides.
But, bemng the sort of woman you are, I do not think you would
take advantage of any legality that would free you from the poor
stnicken creature you promused to stand by “m sickness and in
health il death do us part.”

Moreover, even if you were free, at forty-nine you aze too old to
marty a man twelve years your jumor For at nuddle age the cards
i the game of love are stacked agamst us We are set m our ways.
We have been to the cireus and ridden on the merry-go-round and
we want to settle down and rest To marry a man twelve years
younger than yourself under any crrcumstances would be a great
nsk; 1t 1§ an even greater one 1n your case because you and the
young man are so dissimular m type. No, Irma, you had better go on
bemng lonely. It is at least more comfortable than beng sorry.

Dorothy was more amused than worried by the dilemma of a
seventeen-year-old who had been “thinking seriously of marriage
and needed mformation.” For two years she had been wearing
“falsies” . .. “as | am somewhat undeveloped. [ am very self-
conscious about it, and for this reason 1 back out when marriage 13
mentioned Should I tell the boy I love about my false breasts be-
forehand, or should I get marned and let nature take its course *

Dorothy Dix curbed her sense of humor and answered senousty:

Smce you love your young man, marry him. Women have always
worn aids to the figure—bustles, “symmetricals” to help thenr legs,
padded hips, tight corsets and ruffled underbodies Don't men, per-
haps your friend mcluded, wear padded shoulders and coats talored
to give a hint of development that may not always be there?

Dorothy was less gentle wath another girl who wrote to protest
the way the people i her small town peered at her from behmd
their blinds, checked on her goings and comings, and then whs-
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pered about her, Wasn't gossip 2 terrible thing? she asked. Dorothy
replied:

You're wrong. Gossip is an influence for good—an mvisble
policeman that enforces law and order, and keeps the feet of weak
people on the path. We may qmet the voice of conscience, Louse,
but not the voice of the neighbors. It 15 the fear of “they’ll say” that
often makes us curb our appetites and stick to standards of conduct
set up by society. Think what would happen 1f we could do as we
pleased and get away with it. There would be many more philander-
mg husbands and wives, many more neglected chuldren, badly-
kept houses, wife-beatmg husbands and virago wives.

Those who are down on gossip and feel the world should cover
np their shortcomings ar¢ unreasonsble. Why should others be
more careful of your reputation than you are yourself? If you do not
care enough for your good name to protect it, why demand that
service of the general public? There 1s no chaperone so efficient as
Mizs. Grundy, and the only way to escape being talked about is to
be s0 exemplary in behavior that you are a dull subject for conversa-

bon,
———TTE .

The longer Dorothy Dix continued her work, the greater became
the number of her male correspondents Eventually it approached
fifty per cent, partly because wives quoted her remarks to their
husbands. In her earher years the majonty of her women corre-
spondents were between twenty and forty, most of them “marned
or to be maried or hopmg to be marned ” Later her readership,
male and female, was extended in both directions to include teen-
agers and those over sixty.

American youth became more articulate, and so did the older
folk. She felt gratified as she saw thus change, for it mdicated that
she had become useful to many more people. “And I'm pleased,”
she said, “when the day’s mal runs the range from high-school
essay paper to bond stationery. Too much of one or the other, and
I might worry.”

Now and then she received notes intended to disturb or alarm
her, mcluding threats of revenge The muldest told her she was a
silly, doddenng fool, or a cynical woman who did untold harm. A




coed college dormitory. Dave says, “I's

f veasingthe e
ple wéar at the beachi. i g

aybe P prudish,; Buﬁ:"‘;héif"uhdéfg‘}éaij‘isri'z:o‘t s'.‘wi:mWear; Almost
everything is. visible in these outfits. My first husband never left the

: bedroom unless he was fully dressed. Shouldn’t there be even more

modesty between Barbard and her stepfather?- - . .1 -

: SRR i Prii }‘_—quriéd in New Jersey -
Dear Worried: Barbara sounds like a 's'e"dtctive little wench, and -
your husband has popeorn where his brains belorig. Tell your daughter
to knockoff the striptease, and let your husband know you will not tol-
erate any more semi-muidity, T s 0 T

any of them. Instead, T get subtle reminders that I am not, after

their real father. It has reached the point where I wish no further

all ¢h
- contact. My heart has been broken too many times. My wife says I am
being illy. What do you think? Ny owitesayla

. .; j?eg; Dad Y_oﬁr wi;fe. knows you ‘b'-fr:tter than I do, so I would accep
~._her assessment. - SR T

“guage. They may take a little getnng used to, but after a while, thi
will come natirally. This is what I propose: . - Lo

Stepson—ston S
- Stepdaughter—staughter
; St_ep.fathqé;'—sfatherlor stad: °

{2~



- it out, I thank you.

. Stepmother—stother or stom’
. Stepgrandfather—stampa’ .
- Stepgrandmother—starma 1. e

Stepbrother—strother (or stro if you are clgse)
Stepsister—stister orstis .- = ;Lo s
Stepcousin--stousin (or stuz if you are close) e
Stepaunt—staunt - . -
Stepuncle—stuncle

Whﬁt do you think about this, Anﬁ? Once you get ri‘h'e hdnéiofiti i
could be terrific.” o o e

R : o . —Ray C,, Tulsa "
Dear Ray: I am aware that new words aré added to the language or
a regular basis, but somehow, staughter and stampa don’t quité do i
for me. As for stuncle, T wouldn’t touch that one, | B f o
Just because the idea didn’t grab me, Ray, doésn’t mean that some o
niy readers won’t warm up to it. So, on behalf of those who want to try :

Dear Ann Landers: Here’s a new one for you. First, let me say Iam
divorced and the father of three wonderful children. I love themi very
much, and I try to spend as much time with therd as possible:” At
present, I am with them about three days'a week: ¢ SRS

Recently, my ex-wife asked that my present wife, “Babette,” watch
the children every day after school while she works. This méans tntil
6:30 in the evening. It seemed like a great idea to me since the children
get along very well with Babette, and our home is a pleasant and fa~

miliar place to them. - R B A SRR R S
The problem is that Babette believes that she should be paid ‘the
same as any other child-care provider because she is performing a se
vice for which my former wife has paid others in the past. - 2
My former wife feels that Babette is obligated to watch the children
for free because they are, after all, my children and she is now my wil
Babette says it’s not so much the money but the idea that my ex-wife:
is just trying to take advantage.ofher. - - L
1 love my children and am in the middle of a battle between thes
two women who are hot crazy about each other to begin with. Do you:
have a solution?” =~ . - . S B
... —Betweena Rock and a Boulder in Colorado-

%



are of the children without being paid. After ali, they are your kids, and _
‘she s theit stepmother, not just a person sent by an employment agency.
+ Tsuspect this may be Babette’s way of sticking i to your first wife,
‘Not only is her behavior ungenerous, but if she loves you, such mean- *
:‘spir;';ednég‘es; will not do much to enhance the )

o , | t0 enhance _relationship.rls_ thefe_an
umbiased third party who can talk vo Babette?

Sfeﬁ#zbtbéb}f and ex-wives ull over the comntvy wrote to let me know how they
felt. A radia talk-show ‘bost did an entirve show around this colummn, Heres
el Lidon - T e, Hoe

. Dear AnnLandersI ouldn’t beljeve your answer to “Between a
Rockand a Bonldet in Colorado. " The write wanted to o i .
fair'to ask hfs:'ﬁiife, “Babefté',-":_’:ﬂtp' take care of his children -
ous marriage. Babette said O t to
wife ih_sistcd she should do it for free. You agreed. : . . L
. [aking care of three children every day from 3:30 through dinner is
" a huge responsibility. You said asking to get paid might be Babette’s
" ‘way of sticking it to the ex-wife. I believe it’s the other way around. It
' '_ﬂi;:f_ex-w_ife’s V{ray of sticking it to Babette, Tt Tooks to me like the ex is.
: Ilc_'aoki'ng for free child care. And you fell for it. Dumb-dee dumb dumb

Sl .. —Been There in Auburn, Ky. -
i Dear;_Bcen, There: You would not believe the avalanche of mail T~
- received on this subject, Keep reading: = . . .. . .~

:: Dear Ann: You blew it. Would y

from a previ-

ou ask your mother, father, sister or

. —Anonymous in Colorado -

Tbe most spirited Fespomses came from the ‘listmer.v af a Los Aﬁgé_le?—b}ﬁ;e
7adio call-in show hosted by Dr: Laura Schiessinger. Dy Lawy, sent mie ‘dazeﬁ
. of resposes. Heres asampling: -~ 7 SR




From Karen in Calif; Arip Landers is wrong,
nothing for nothing these days, Babette should
XYZ: Ann is right. The second wife should »

thought of that? _ S A
Hershey, Pa,; Maybe the husband ang the ex-wife would consider
deducting the cost of child care from the Support payments, That way,
everybody gets a break. R FRETERE T
Kimberly in San Diego: All three are idiots—Babette, Her husband '
and the ex-wife. No one seems to want the kids, T Oli~




: 'tation (thch I am':

: Anake up their own, In -
"d'my father “Mr A B "

I wzll explain it as it e
Prmress Mdrgare %

RS o Elght Ways In-laws Can Break Up a Marrlage R
; VVhen a son or daughter lets you know he or she plans to marry,
~ show open hostility to the person of his or her choice. After all,
. miarriage means less love and attention for parents and they have a
S _right to resentlt B N
2. Expect your married children to spend every Sunday and hohday at
. your home. Act hurt if they have other plans. - : :
. If your married children have problems with their mates, enCOurage
¥ them to come home to you. Let them know your home is stll then‘s,

" no matter what. Listen attentively to all complaints and point out

';‘addltlonal faults that may have gone unobserved. Remember, one
" drop of water after another can wear away arock. -

: Ifyour married children are having financial problems, rush in w:th
the checkbook. If you are having financial problems yourself, bor-

‘row if1 ‘necessary, but let them lnow they w1ll never have to do wlth~ :

' out anythmg as long as you are, around

lo



Ifa. marricd chtld has a drmlc:ng problem keep telhng hlmlhl
.~ drove him to 1t It Wlll make him feel better Everyone need
" otie to blame. |, ' SR TR I S

6. If your rnarned child gets an opportumty for advancement-= tba
takes him to anothér city, tell him family life is more important than
money, and if he leaves, God will punish him for not obeymg the
commandment “Honor thy father and thy mother.” -~

7. H there are grandchildren, smother them with glfts Ifthe parents
object, tell them to keep out of it. After all, grandchlldren aré to
spoil. Sneak money to the kids secretly if you have to. They’ll love;.
you for it. » .

8. If your married Chlld has a dlfference of opinion w:th h1s mate, get
into the act and fan the flame. Famlly loyalty is a beautiful thing, T
you work at it, you can turn a mmor arg'ument 1nto a ma]or hassle
'and break . the marrzage ' SRR

% Dear Ann Landers. You've eovered th1s 'a number of umes but
here’s another point of view to consider. R R
Let us quit crltlcmng whomever it is our children choose to marry :
My son, “Don,” and his wife, “Sharon,” live in another state w1th'
their two children. I visit them for five or six days a year. * i
Sharon is a lousy housekeeper, and I do mean lousy Don is alsg - a,
slob. It up to him to keep the lawn mowed and the garage clean Both: :
are a disgrace. 2

I presume Sharon is a good wife. They seem happy 1 know she s an
excellent mother, involved in every facet of their chlldrens Ilves She is
also honest and outgoing. Ireal]y dolove her.. R
The reason I am writing is because so many parents today seem
overly involved in the marriages of their children. I believe this does'
more harm than good and I hope yow'liback meup.,
‘—A Reader in Monroe La

Dear Monroe: I'm with you. And now T wonder how 1 many cop1es-"
of this column Wlll be malled to the appropnate people 3

Dear Aml Landers. I am about to ball out of a ﬁve-year marnage to
a woman [ love a great deal. The problem-—my sister-in-law. :
A year and a half ago, my wife’s sister, “Rose,” was wrdowed He
husband was ]ulled in a car acmdent They had no ch1ldren S1nce th

1



ent; Rose h s been Wlth us for dmner aImost every mgh.
0 weekend She goe _1th s.on vacauons and i to social everits to

vhich she is not invited; but my 3 wife gets her mcluded I do not chshke 5

My sister-in-law; but I am tired of havmg her around:

wife knows how I feel, but she says | Rose needs her now and she g

an't let he down. When ¥ suggested that she (my wife) talk to a coun-
selor about his unusual attachm' nt, she ﬂatly refused and called me -
crazy. Last mght 1 told her T was enously con51der1ng divorce because .
of her sister’§ ‘congtant presence She slammed the bedroom door in my ;

face I slept on the couch,

Am Uselfish, as my wife clazms:’ T cannot bear the thought of lmng

‘hke thls for the rest of my life; Pledsé advise. * "
RSN —‘Excess Baggage mN C.

Dear E B.. Your Wer S devou nto. her slster is admirable but When

it begins to threaten her marnage and she refuses todo anythmg about -

it, the situation requires a closer foo , - .
3 Now is the tnne to find out if our wife prefers her 51sters company

to yours I ‘suggest that th  of make an appomtment with a ~

_marriage ‘counselor and deter ' marrxage is worth saving. If
' your w1fe refuses 0 go go yourself nd get some professmna! adwce.

: :":' Dear Ann Landers. I am marrzed to a kmd cons;derate thought—
ful man. Its Vthe second marrlage for both “Ben and me. We are in

' our § Os ; L E ‘
' Bens chxldren arein thelr 205 He has glven them cars and pald their
golf fees, and he continues to hand over spendlng money and buy them

3 quunes Nobody works They are aﬂ in college (for which the1r father
pays of course)

' When I point out that hlS klds are takmg advantage of hnn Ben be-
comes sullen and uncommunicative, Qur marriage would be perfect if
1t weren 't for tlns problem. What should Ido? '

——~Clear View

: Dear Clear- Lay off Your husband knows youare l‘lght but he can’t
heIp Iurnself His reIatlonshlp w1th hlS cluldren was establlshed before

¢ The prmc1pal reason for the faﬂure of second marnages is kIdS So '
-‘-]watch it dear lest you become a statlstlc N R

) _',u....z.a-.v... S




Dear Ann Landeérs: My fan‘uly sltuauon is unbearable. My 15-yea
old stepdaughter, “Lottle ” has been lmng Wlth my husband and, I
for 18 imonths. She left her mother’s house by ‘mutual agreement b
cause she could not get along with her mother’s’ llve -in boyfriend. B
fore this, she used to visit us twice a month and to be perfectly honest ;
I did not look forward to seeing her.: - = : -
I cannot say anything good about havmg thxs grrl around She is.
rude and sneaky, has flunked several classes and has no interest in
school. Her friends slink in and out of our home and are an unwhol
some-looking lot. I have found evidence of pot smoking. To put. it
bluntly, I am fed up to the teeth with this girl and the way she has d1 4
rupted our lives. -
My husband’ head is burred in the sand. He says “She is ;ust expe
imenting. It’s a stage she is gomg through She only yells at us to sho
off to her friends.” Ann, T wasn't raised this* way. I barely speak to Lo
tie, and I am losing respect for my husband 1 have trled therapy,
neither my husband nor Lottie will go. *- © " © :
I think Lome should go back to her mother. I don’t watit to brea.k
my family, but I can no longer tolerate thls grrl’s daily tlrades Our
home is like a war zone." "
I'm sure Lottie doesn’t want to leave She has her daddy conned My
husband says his ex—w1fe is not ﬁt to raise the1r daughter Where do L
go from here’ o :

—Losxng It Fast

Dear Losmg Tt: Lottie is clearly in charge, and this has got to stop
You must insist on family counseling, which means all three of you Be—
lieve it or not, the girl wants an authority ﬁgure to take control:

I urge you to deep-six the therapist you were seemg It sounds l1ke
he or she was zero effecuve Good luck " R

Dear Ann La.nders My new husband “D'ave, and my 21-year-old. -
daughter, “Barbara,” have become buddies. I think the way they dress
around the house is entirely too suggestive. Dave wanders around in
his jockey shorts, just like he did when he lived alone. At n1ght Bathara_
will flounce around in the living room, or even in our bedroom, wear-
ing only a towel or an oversized T-shirt and perfume. I've voiced my: :
dISapproval but nelther sees anythlng wrong Barbara tells me she Sees:.

i
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Woman Runs Low on Patience for Friend's Drama-Filled

Life
- June 04, 2020 -

DEAR ABBY: My friend "Kate" has had a lot of trauma in her life, and she
feels things very deeply. She has experienced assault, the suicide of a
close friend, the death of several family members, discovered she can't
have children, and managed to escape an abusive relationship, all in the
last five years or so.

Kate does all the things people are supposed to do when coping with grief
and is doing very well. The problem is me. | find it hard to be around her
because of all the drama. Intellectuaily, | understand none of this is Kate's
fault. She isn't being attention-seeking or deliberately causing drama. But |
find myself becoming impatient with her ongoing discussion of feelings. I'm
not someone who feels deeply or is easily traumatized. Bad things happen,



"1 get over it and move on. How can | learn to be the patient, caring friend
she needs? —- TRYING TO BEABETTER FRIEND

DEAR TRYING: Quit being so hard on yourself. You are and have been a
good friend. It's important that you not allow Kate's burdens to "sink" you.
The two of you are very different people, and you should explain that to her
as you have to me. If her trauma and drama become more than you can
healthfully absorb, step back and tell her you will talk with her later,
tomorrow or when it is convenient for you both, which will allow you time to
come up for air.

Read more in: Friends & Neighbors | Death | Abuse

Friend Is Offended By Adherence to Quarantine

Guidelines
- June 04, 2020 -

DEAR ABBY: | am self-quarantined for a number of reasons because of the
virus. | am 87 and live alone. My daughter is very concerned that | not
become ill because her husband is in treatment for cancer. Obviously, she
doesn't want to have to come care for me and endanger her husband's
already reduced immunity.

A friend called to ask how | am doing. | told her | was self-quarantined, and
she asked if | needed anything. | told her | didn't have eggs, but it was no
big deal. She said she would bring me some. | sent her a text and asked
her to leave them on the porch, and she said, "You mean you won't let me
in the house?" She said she isn't sick and can't understand why I'm doing
this. I tried to explain that you can be contagious without symptoms, but
she was still insulted.

b



" | thought everyone in the world knew the basics of quarantine, but
apparently she's still taking it personally. She hasn't called for three days,
and I'm heartsick. Advice? -- SHUT IN IN ARIZONA

DEAR SHUT IN: In spite of the fact that the federal, state and local
governments are releasing information on a daily basis about the
importance of social distancing and self-quarantining, there is still confusion
in the minds of some of the pubtic. Your friend is a perfect exampie of this.
You are doing what you're doing for the right reason, and | hope you will
continue, not only for your son-in-law's sake, but also for your own.

Read more in: Friends & Neighbors

Texts From Late Wife Upset Man's Current Wife
- June 04, 2020 -

DEAR ABBY: I've been married five years, and | just discovered that my
husband still has several text messages from his late wife. He thinks |
shouldn't be upset about it. Am | wrong for asking him to delete them? --
FEELING BETRAYED IN THE SOUTH

DEAR FEELING BETRAYED: Yes, you are! Do not compete with a
deceased spouse. Hanging on to mementoes is a way many people grieve.
If the texts hold significance for him, let him have them. You're his wife now,
and that's what matters.

Read more in: Marriage & Divorce | Death
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Join the debate. Vote Now on the Dear Abby Poll of the week.

DearAtty

Gourmet Cook Objects When Husband
Alters Her Carefully Crafted Meals

February 17, 2020 - Letter 2 of 2

DEAR ABBY: I've been happily married for 34 years, and my wife and I are
supportive of each other. She's a gourmet cook, and I'm an OK one. She takes extra
care when she cooks. She wants her meals to be exceptional, and I appreciate it.

Sometimes she will cook something like an awesome enchilada casserole or
pork loin, When she serves it, I like to add lots of other toppings, like sour cream
and hot sauce or BBQ sauce. I don't do it with everything -- just with certain
dishes. I always taste the food first, but I know how I like my food, and I season it
the way I like.

She wishes I would eat her food the way she prepared it. She insists that by
altering the dish, I ruin her creation, which is disrespectful. I disagree. I should be
allowed to enjoy my food the way I want and not be made to feel bad about it.
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Why would she want me to enjoy my meal less by not fixing it up the way I
enjoy? We both agreed to seriously consider what you have to say about this. --
RECIPE FOR DISASTER IN TEXAS

DEAR RECIPE: Your wife feels creative pride in the meals she prepares for
you. When you alter them with "lots of" sour cream, hot sauce or BBQ sauce, she
may feel that somehow her creation was a failure. Reassure her that her meals are
excellent, but not everyone has the same palate. It may have something to do with
the geographic region in which a person was raised, or the household in which
someone grew up.

If you need certain dishes spicier in order to enjoy them, perhaps your wife
should consider altering the seasonings in a portion of what she prepares to suit
you. If she can't do that, she shouldn't blame you for doing it. To each his own.

Read more in:

#Death
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Join the debate. Yote Now on the Dear Abby Poll of the week.

Dear Aty

Altering Wife's Perfect Dishes Is
Blasted by Sympathetic Cook

May 08, 2020

DEAR ABBY: Regarding "Recipe for Disaster in Texas" (Feb. 17), I have to say
I disagreed with your response. Although Michelin won't be awarding me any
stars, I consider myself a good cook, and I strive to make unique, flavorful meals
for my family. My husband frequently feels the need to doctor my recipes, and I
think it's disrespectful of the time and care I took in preparing the meal.

He insists on combining ingredients that don't belong together. He puts
cheddar cheese on spaghetti Bolognese and ranch dressing on chicken teriyaki. He
knows this isn't appropriate, and he would never ask for this modificationina

restaurant.

"Recipe"” should learn to appreciate that his wife is preparing meals for him. If
he can do better, he can take over the cooking. -- FLAVOR QUEEN OF NORTH
CAROLINA.
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DEAR QUEEN: I enjoyed the responses to that letter about a husband
reseasoning his wife's gourmet meals to her distinct displeasure. Some of the
online comments made me chuckle, so I'll share them, too. Read on:

DEAR ABBY: While I was in the military, it was normal to add salt, pepper
and ketchup to everything without tasting it first. The habit has followed me for 50
years, no matter where I am. I tell the host that it's normal for me and to not take
it personally. Mac 'n' cheese needs ketchup; veggies, potatoes, eggs and
watermelon need salt; most everything else needs pepper. For me to taste
something, it has to burn my tongue. -- VIETNAM VET IN MISSOURI

V' DEAR ABBY: That wife sounds like an oversensitive control freak. Personally,
I can't handle peppers, but I do like lots of cheese and sour cream on my
enchiladas. My wife, who does the majority of the cooking, knows my preference,
so she does me the honor of putting more of that on my enchiladas. I also like to
dip my fries into mayo instead of ketchup, so she obliges. This is what we do for
people we love. We don't threaten, "My way or the highway, Bub!" -- G.S. IN
ABBYLAND

DEAR ABBY: I laughed when I was told to substitute "healthy" plain yogurt
for sour cream. It never tasted anything like sour cream to me. Then I got some
Greek yogurt and realized it works just as well. (It's an excellent protein source,
and many older adults need more as we age.) Now I add plenty without feeling
guilty. -- ONLINE LOVER

4 DEAR ABBY: My husband jokes that he has Mexican taste buds but a white
guy stomach, Thank heavens we have separate bathrooms. -- CK. ON THE NET

DEAR ABBY: I know when my husband gets out the Tabasco that the meal is
not quite to his liking. I don't usually mind, because I don't cook just for him. I
cook for the entire family. (And, just for reference, he thinks I'm an amazing cook.)
-- P.M. ON THE WEB

DEAR ABBY: Oh, yes -- Tabasco sauce. My dad had so much of it in his
lifetime, he should have been MclIlhenny's pitchman. I can see the ad now:



Announcer: What do you have Tabasco with?
Man: I have it with chili!
Woman: I have it with eggs!
My dad: 1 have it with a straw.
-- "ABBDICT" A.C.
Read more in: |

What teens need to know about sex, drugs, AIDS and getting along with peers
and parents is in "What Every Teen Should Know." Send your name and mailing
address, plus check or money order for $8 (U.S. funds) to: Dear Abby, Teen
Booklet, P.O. Box 447, Mount Morris, IL 61054-0447. (Shipping and handling are
included in the price.)
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Miss Manners: Who is
the rude theatergoer in
this tale?

A whole row is annoyed by talking
and seat-changing — but who is the
true culprit?

By JUDITH MARTIN, NICHOLAS IVOR MARTIN AND JACOBINA MARTIN | United

Feature Syndicate
May 23, 2020 at 1:30 a.m.

DEAR MISS MANNERS: | saw a wonderful show recently, but the first act
was nearly ruined by a seating problem.

- s

usher. During the overture, a mother and
daughter arrived and sat in the two open seats
on ny right. After the show started, another

mother and daughter arrived and made their
way to the sole remaining seat on our row, on

Judith Martin
my left.

The woman to my right loudly hissed at me, “You’re in the wrong seat.” I
ignored her. She then said, louder, “You're in their seat.”

I settled into my seat at 7:25 with the help of an

28



712372020 Carolyn Hax: Grandma berated for disciplining grandkids - seattlepi.com

1,
-~

1 also encourage, if financially feasible, the neutral-setting dodge. At least until the kids grow out of the feral stage, move
your visits/vacations to a kid-friendly attraction built for the kind of punishment toddlers dish out. Grandma's treat! No one
eise has to know you're primarily treating yourself to a house untrampled by savages.

If that's not realistic, then -~ again, as finances permit -- they can stay at a hotel or rental near you, framed as a gift to them.
"There's a pool” Or, as an act of sympathy: "} realized a house full of heirlooms sets kids up for failure.” (It does, by the way.)
"0, less pressure on you and the kids, plus more privacy for you and [husband]. It's hard to be a parent in front of an
audience, f remember well.”

Or, discuss options with her: "Un-childproofed house, lesson learned. 'm sorry. Any thoughts on Plan B?

If your daughter ever gives you a clean shot at the larger issue by, say, bringing up her concerns about bonding in a non-
defensive way -- | am not hopeful -~ then please take it, using the we're-all-parents-here position. *You have te say no to
your kids sometimes, right, even if it's just hot stoves and busy streets? So that tells me every good parent-child bond
happens despite a lot of saying no. I'd argue because of it. Don’t you think?" Just two parents talking, not parent dictating to

child about parent dictating to child. it may seem counterintuitive to ask when you most want to tell, but defensiveness says
she already (rightly or wrongly) feels cornered. You'd best leave her room to get out.

Dear Carolyn:

I have a full-time job and try to do extra freelance artwork as | can, usually after work. My wife is a stay-at-home grandma
watching the grandkids, the 10-month-old all day and the 3-year-old when she gets out of school. I'm sure that is not easy.

But she will give me a call about something eise and always throw in, "What's your ETA?" If | say | need to get something
done, she'll counter with something like, well ve had a stressful day, these kids ... then | feel guilty and go home.

I've got nothing to hide, there's no other woman, I'm not stopping for beers on the way home, but 'd be a little more
Bohemian.

-- Drawing a Blank

I'm sure you would like to be, understandably.

As would |

As would, I'm guessing, your wife. Who is on her second go-reund at one of the most exhausting jobs there is.

Are you "sure that is not easy,” by the way, because you shared the workload with her equally of raising your kid(s), or are
you at least somewhat projecting?

Maybe your wife volunteered for this against your wishes. Maybe you both failed to account for the variable of being older.
Regardless, the fact of your marriage has you in this together. Don't prioritize your concern over hers: You both want some
freedom. And deserve some. Bring it up when you're ready to see that.

https:!fwww.seattlepi.comllifestyleladvicefarticIeICarolyn—Hax—Grandma-berated-for-disciplinlng-144831 38.php 34



