
Passover Laws 2022

A short and to the point guide on the basics of Passover observance.
All times are based on Bergen County NJ.

Page numbers indicated here are from the Blue English/Russian Siddur.

SEARCHING FOR CHOMETZ PREPARATIONS
The house should be completely cleaned, the floors swept (including under the beds),
and all Chometz removed prior to Searching for Chometz.

One should arrange for the sale of his Chometz, by Thursday afternoon.

Anything included in the sale of Chometz should be securely stored away before
searching for Chometz, by placing it in a closed area such as a closet or cupboard and
marking it “no entry” on Passover.

SEARCHING FOR CHOMETZ Thursday April 14 at night
Searching for Chometz is performed as soon as possible after dark, and after davening
Maariv. One lights a candle before reciting the Blessing (Page 406), and holds it in his
right hand during the Blessing, in order to begin searching as soon as the Blessing is
finished. After the Blessing, one should not speak at all prior to beginning the search,
even matters related to the search.

The search begins in a location right next to where the Blessing was recited, and is
conducted carefully and thoroughly. The obligation of searching for Chometz rests with
the householder. Nevertheless, he may delegate part of the search to family members
over Bar Mitzvah. One searches by the light of the candle and with a feather. Any
Chometz found is placed in a paper bag.

One must carefully and meticulously search every location of the house into which
Chometz may have potentially been brought, even if only on occasion, and even if it has
already been cleaned for Pesach. Even after all ten pieces are found, one must properly
search the remainder of the house.  One should remember to search his porch, garage
and vehicle as well.

After Searching for Chometz is concluded, the bag of ten pieces along with the feather
and any remnant of the candle is placed inside the hollow of the spoon. It is then all
wrapped in paper and tied with string, ensuring that the spoon handle remains visible,
and stored in a secure location inaccessible to children or pets.

Afterwards, one recites the first “Kol Chamiro” (page 406), in a language of your
choice ensuring that he understands the meaning of what he is saying.
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BURNING CHOMETZ ON Friday April 16
One may continue to eat Chometz until 10:42am.
This year burning the Chometz occurs on Friday, before 11:49am.
While the Chometz is burning say from the second “Kol Chamiro” (in a language of
your choice ensuring that he understands the meaning of what he is saying.) on page
406 through top of 407.
Prior to the end-time of burning the Chometz (11:49am), one should:

• Remove from his property all trash that may contain Chometz.
• Check the pockets and cuffs of any unlaundered clothing and coats.
• Seal and mark all areas included in the sale of Chometz.
• Clean out your mouth very well from any food that may be stuck.

FIRST NIGHT OF PASSOVER April 15 at night

One should light a 48 hour candle from which to light the candles on the second night of
Passover.

Shabbos and Holiday Candle-lighting is at 7:18pm. The candle blessings can be found
on the inside back page of our calendar or online on the Passover page. (make sure to
print before Shabbos begins).

Mincha service a bit earlier than usual, in order to leave time to recite Hoidu and Posach
Eliyahu on pages 148 - 151 and the “order of the Passover offering”, as explained
below. After Mincha, the “order of the Passover offering” is read on Pages 407-408.

We add all the shabbat sections during the Passover Maariv.

THE SEDER – BOTH NIGHTS
The first Seder should begin as soon as possible, but only after 8:05pm.
Regular Passover holiday Kiddush is recited with additions for Shabbat, see Haggadah.
The second night, regular Passover Kiddush, with Havdalah text for Saturday night, see
Haggadah. After Kiddush, continue with your seder as per your Hagadah.

FIRST AFTERNOON OF PASSOVER April 16
One may not perform any preparations on the first day for the second night and day of
Yom Tov.

SECOND NIGHT OF PASSOVER April 16 at Night
The candles should be lit with a pre- existing flame, and not before 8:20pm. The
candle blessings can be found on the inside back page of our calendar or online on the
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Passover page. (make sure to print before Passover begins). Tasks and preparations
required for the second day of Yom Tov should not be conducted before 8:20pm.

Hallel and Sefiras Haomer are recited at Maariv.
During Kiddush on the second night of Passover, one recites a total of five blessings: for
the Wine, Holiday, Candle, Ending Shabbos, and thanks for this special time.  When
reciting the blessing over the candle, one looks at the holiday candles that were lit by
the women, but does not bring the candles together, nor does one look at fingernails or
bring them close to the flames. (spices are not used).

During the day meal of the second day of Pesach, it is appropriate to commemorate the
anniversary of Esther’s feast which culminated in the hanging of Haman.

Sunday night after 8:21pm Havdalah is recited without spices and candles.

CHOL HAMOIED Middle days of Passover April 18 - 21

V’SEIN BROCHO
Beginning on the first night of Chol Hamoed, we start reciting V’sein Brocho.

EVE OF SHVI’I SHEL PESACH, Thursday April 21
Eruv Tavshilin
This year being that the last 2 days of the holiday are Friday and Shabbos, in order to
prepare food on Friday for Shabbos, one must make a Eruv Tavshilin on Thursday
afternoon.

The Eruv Tavshilin consists of a baked item and a cooked item. The cooked item should
be a respectable food (e.g. fish or meat). It may either be fully cooked, roasted, smoked
or stewed. It may also be a non-cooked item that was pickled for at least 24 hours. The
cooked item must be the type of food that is commonly served as a main dish during a
meal, to the exclusion of desserts or compote, and the like.

The first step of Eruv Tavshilin is to give the food to someone else, so that he can be
Zoiche (acquire) it on behalf of anyone outside of the household who may need to
participate. One should not use the services of his wife or unmarried children for this
task, unless there is no other alternative. The one making the Eruv Tavshilin hands the
food over to the Zoiche and says:

ֲאנִי ְמזֶַּכה ְלָכל ִמי ֶּשרֹוֶּצה ִלזְכֹות ְוִלְסמֹו� ַעל ֵערּוב ּזֶה:

If he doesn’t understand the Hebrew, he should say it in English. “I hereby grant a
share in this eruv to anyone who wishes to participate in it and to depend on it.”
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At this point, the Zoiche takes complete hold of the food and raises it 3 inches, and then
returns it to the one making the Eruv Tavshilin. The one making the Eruv Tavshilin holds
the baked and cooked food items in his right hand, and recites the Brocho and
associated declaration:

ָברּו� ַאָתה ה' ֱא�ֵדינּו ֶּמֶּל� ָהעֹוָלם, ֲאֶּשר ִקְדָשנּו ְבִמְצֹוָתיו, ְוִצָּונּו ַעל ִמְצַות ֵערּוב:
ְבדין יְֵהי ָשָרא ָלנָא ַלֲאפּויֵי ּוְלַבּׁשּוֵלי ּוְלַאְטמּונֵי ּוְלַאְדלּוֵקי ְשַרָגא ּוְלַתָקנָא ּוְלֶּמְעַבד

:ָכל-ָצְרָכנָא ִמּיֹוָמא ָטָבא ְלַשַבָתא ָלנָא ּוְלָכל-יְִשָרֵאל ַהָדִרים ָבִעיר ַהּזֹאת

One must understand the text of Eruv Tavshilin declaration. If he doesn’t understand the
Hebrew, he should say it in English. “Through this (eruv) it shall be permissible for
us to bake, cook, put away a dish (to preserve its heat), kindle a light, prepare,
and do on the holiday all that is necessary for Shabbos – for us and for all the
Israelites who dwell in this city.”

Care should be taken to say the recitation as stated, as certain changes invalidate it.
Afterwards, the Eruv Tavshilin is put in a place where it will be safe until Shabbos.

On Friday, preparing for Shabbos is only allowed if there is still enough time for guests
to theoretically arrive and partake of what was prepared before Shabbos begins.
Therefore, the Cholent should be fully cooked some time before Shabbos. The Eruv
Tavshilin is effective only for preparations involving food and food utensils, or other
meal-related matters such as lighting candles. Therefore, one may bring Matzah and
wine to Shule for the Seudas Moshiach. However, the Eruv is not effective for non-meal
preparations such as rolling the Sefer Torah.

It is customary to use the Matzah of the Eruv Tavshilin as part of the Lechem Mishneh
of both the night and day meals. It is eaten at the Seudas Moshiach.

Other Preparations
One gives Tzedakah for the two days of Yom Tov.

One should arrange a 48 Hour candle from which to light the candles on the second
night of Yom Tov.

ACHARON SHEL PESACH April 22 at night

The candles should be lit with a pre-existing flame at 7:26pm. The candle blessings can
be found on the inside back page of our calendar or online on the Passover page.
(make sure to print before Shabbos begins).
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For Kiddush, we add the section for Shabbos kiddush as well. The blessing of thanking
for special time is not recited.

ACHARON SHEL PESACH Saturday April 23
Yizkor is recited before Musaf.

After Mincha and before sunset, we wash our hands for Matzah and participate in a
feast of Moshiach, including four full cups of wine. The songs of the Chabad Rebbes are
sung.

Passover ends at 8:28pm, Havdalah is recited with spices and candles as every
saturday night. V’Yiten Lecha is recited.

One should wait an hour after Pesach before eating Chometz, in order to allow time for
the Rabbi to repurchase the Chometz.
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