
Passover Laws 2021 

A short and to the point guide on the basics of Passover observance. 
All times are based on Bergen County NJ. 

Page numbers indicated here are from the Blue English/Russian Siddur. 
 
CHOMETZ IN 2021 
This year 2021, when Erev Pesach coincides with Shabbos, one may eat Chometz until 
Shabbos morning at 10:55am. In fact, eating Chometz is a requirement for the purposes 
of eating bread as part of the Friday night Shabbos dinner and Shabbos morning lunch, 
given that Matzah cannot be used until Passover actually begins. 

Searching of Chometz is conducted on Thursday night after dark, and the Chometz is 
burned on Friday morning before 11:59am. From after the time of Searching of 
Chometz, it is advisable that all Chometz be eaten only in one designated area, and it 
be a place where crumbs are easily cleaned even on Shabbos. Young children should 
not be left unsupervised with Chometz. 
 
SEARCHING FOR CHOMETZ PREPARATIONS 
The house should be completely cleaned, the floors swept (including under the beds), 
and all Chometz removed prior to Searching for Chometz. 

Anything included in the sale of Chometz should be securely stored away before 
searching for Chometz, by placing it in a closed area such as a closet or cupboard and 
marking it “no entry” on Passover. 

Chometz that will be eaten between Friday until Shabbos morning must be placed in a 
secure location before searching for Chometz, out of reach of children and pets. 
 
SEARCHING FOR CHOMETZ Thursday March 25 at night 
Searching for Chometz is performed as soon as possible after dark, and after davening 
Maariv. One lights a candle before reciting the Blessing (Page 406), and holds it in his 
right hand during the Blessing, in order to begin searching as soon as the Blessing is 
finished. After the Blessing, one should not speak at all prior to beginning the search, 
even matters related to the search. 

The search begins in a location right next to where the Blessing was recited, and is 
conducted carefully and thoroughly. The obligation of searching for Chometz rests with 
the householder. Nevertheless, he may delegate part of the search to family members 
over Bar Mitzvah. One searches by the light of the candle and with a feather. Any 
Chometz found is placed in a paper bag. 

One must carefully and meticulously search every location of the house into which 
Chometz may have potentially been brought, even if only on occasion, and even if it has 
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Passover Laws 2021 
already been cleaned for Pesach. Even after all ten pieces are found, one must properly 
search the remainder of the house.  One should remember to search his porch, garage 
and vehicle as well. 

After Searching for Chometz is concluded, the bag of ten pieces along with the feather 
and any remnant of the candle is placed inside the hollow of the spoon. It is then all 
wrapped in paper and tied with string, ensuring that the spoon handle remains visible, 
and stored in a secure location inaccessible to children or pets.  

Afterwards, one recites the first “Kol Chamiro” (page 406), in a language of your 
choice ensuring that he understands the meaning of what he is saying. 
 
BURNING CHOMETZ ON Friday March 26 
This year in 2021, burning the Chometz occurs on Friday, before 11:59am. 
While the Chometz is burning say the last paragraph on page 406 through top of 407. 
One may continue to eat Chometz until Shabbos morning 10:55am. 
Prior to the end-time of burning the Chometz (11:59am), one should: 
• Store any Chometz for Friday and Shabbos in a secure location. 
• Remove from his property all trash that may contain Chometz. 
• Check the pockets and cuffs of any unlaundered clothing and coats. 
• Seal and mark all areas included in the sale of Chometz. 
 
SHABBOS MEALS PREPARATIONS 
It is advisable, and common practice, that all foods prepared for Shabbos should be 
Kosher for Passover. The only Chometz should be the Challah used for the Shabbos 
meals. One should obtain Challah in small quantities, ensuring that there is enough for 
everyone to eat, but minimising any leftovers to none or so little that it can easily be 
flushed in the toilet. (see more on this below) 

One should light a 72 hour candle from which to light the candles on the first and 
second nights of Passover. Shabbos Candle-lighting is at 6:56pm.  
 
SHABBOS NIGHT / MORNING 
The Chalah of the night and morning meals should be brought out only when it is time to 
eat it. The Challah should be consumed in a manner that will not leave crumbs in one’s 
property. So eat challa over napkins that will collect any crumbs. 

After eating the Challah, make sure all crumbs are collected by the napkins. Any used 
napkins and the crumbs should be flushed down the toilet. (Ensure you are using 
flushable napkins or tissues. 
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One should also wash hands and mouth after the meal at a sink which is not being used 
for Passover foods, and inspect his clothes and the eating area for any remaining 
crumbs, which should all be flushed down the toilet. As an added precaution, many 
people choose to eat the Challah in another location other than the meal, such as the 
porch or backyard, and then return to the main dining area for the remainder of the 
meal. 

The Shabbos morning service is scheduled early, and is not prolonged, in order that 
there be ample time to eat Chometz after davening and clean up afterwards. 
 
NULLIFYING CHOMETZ ON SHABBOS March 27 

One must stop eating Chometz before 10:55am, and wash hands and mouth at a sink 
which is not being used for Pesach foods also before 10:55am. 

Then one must nullify the Chometz before 11:58am. We do this after ensuring that all is 
clean from the chometz we just ate for the Shabbos meal. Inspect and clean any 
Chometz eating areas (including floors), ensuring that any remaining pieces or crumbs 
of Chometz are flushed down the toilet before nullifying the Chometz. 

One recites the second “Kol Chamiro” Page 406,  in a language of your choice 
ensuring that he understands the meaning of what he is saying. 

The last paragraph on 406 is not repeated again, since it was already said on Friday 
while burning the Chometz. 
 
SHABBOS (HAGADOL) AFTERNOON 
Mincha service a bit earlier than usual, in order to leave time to recite the Haggadah 
and the “order of the Passover offering”, as explained below. After Mincha, the 
Haggadah is read from Pages 398-405 in the Siddur. This is followed by “order of the 
Passover offering” Pages 407-408. 
 
FIRST NIGHT OF PASSOVER March 27 at night 

Shabbos ends at 7:57pm. Passover Maariv (and Kiddush) should not begin before this 
time, nor should tasks and preparations required for Yom Tov be conducted on 
Shabbos before this time. 

The holiday candles should be lit from a pre-existing flame, and only after Shabbos 
ends at 7:57pm. The candle blessings can be found on the inside back page of our 
calendar or online on the Passover page. (make sure to print before Shabbos begins). 
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THE SEDER – BOTH NIGHTS 
The first Seder should begin as soon as possible, but only after 7:57pm. 
During Kiddush on the first night of Passover, one recites a total of five blessings: for 
the Wine, Holiday, Candle, Ending Shabbos, and thanks for this special time.  When 
reciting the blessing over the candle, one looks at the holiday candles that were lit by 
the women, but does not bring the candles together, nor does one look at fingernails or 
bring them close to the flames. (spices are not used) 
Continue with your seder as per your Hagadah. 
 
FIRST AFTERNOON OF PASSOVER March 28 
One may not perform any preparations on the first day for the second night and day of 
Yom Tov. 
 
SECOND NIGHT OF PASSOVER March 28 at Night 
The candles should be lit with a pre- existing flame, and not before 7:59pm. The 
candle blessings can be found on the inside back page of our calendar or online on the 
Passover page. (make sure to print before Shabbos begins). Tasks and preparations 
required for the second day of Yom Tov should not be conducted before 7:59pm. 

Hallel and Sefiras Haomer are recited at Maariv. 

Regular Passover holiday Kiddush is recited with no special additions like on the first 
night, just follow the Kiddush in the Haggadah. 

During the day meal of the second day of Pesach, it is appropriate to commemorate the 
anniversary of Esther’s feast which culminated in the hanging of Haman. 
 
CHOL HAMOIED Middle days of Passover March 30 - April 2 
 
V’SEIN BROCHO 
Beginning on the first night of Chol Hamoied, we start reciting V’sein Brocho. 
 
On the first night of Chol Hamoied, Havdalah is recited without spices and candles.  
 
EVE OF SHVI’I SHEL PESACH, Friday April 2 
One gives Tzedakah for the two days of Yom Tov. 

One should arrange a 48 Hour candle from which to light the candles on the second 
night of Yom Tov. 

Since the Shvi’i Shel Pesach is Shabbos, the candles should be kindled at the usual 
eighteen minutes before sunset 7:04pm, and certainly not after sunset. The candle 
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blessings can be found on the inside back page of our calendar or online on the 
Passover page. (make sure to print before Shabbos begins).  
 
SHVI’I SHEL PESACH  Shabbos April 3 
One may not perform any preparations on the first day for the second night and day of 
Yom Tov. 
 
ACHARON SHEL PESACH April 3 at night 
Shabbos ends at 8:05pm. Maariv (and Kiddush) should not begin before this time, nor 
should tasks and preparations required for Yom Tov be conducted before this time.  

The candles should be lit with a pre- existing flame, and only after Shabbos ends 
8:05pm. The candle blessings can be found on the inside back page of our calendar or 
online on the Passover page. (make sure to print before Shabbos begins). 

For Kiddush, one recites a total of four Brochos: Wine, Holiday, Candle and end of 
Shabbos. The blessing of thanking for special time is not recited. 

When reciting the blessing over the candle, one looks at the candles that the women lit, 
but does not bring the candles together, nor does one look at his fingernails or bring 
them close to the flames. 
 
ACHARON SHEL PESACH Sunday April 4 
Yizkor is recited before Musaf. 

After Mincha and before sunset, we wash our hands for Matzah and participate in a 
feast of Moshiach, including four full cups of wine. The songs of the Chabad Rebbes are 
sung.  

Passover ends at 8:06pm, Havdalah is recited without spices and candles. 
V’Yiten Lecha is not recited. 

One should wait an hour after Pesach before eating Chometz, in order to allow time for 
the Rabbi to repurchase the Chometz. 
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