


First Days of Sukkot Haftorahs in a Nutshell

Day One:

Zachariah 14:1-21.

The prophet Zachariah prophesies about the world transformation that will occur in the end of

days, when “the L-rd shall become King over all the earth; on that day shall the L-rd be one, and

His name one.”

But first he describes a great war that will center around Jerusalem immediately before the

ultimate Redemption. G‑d will gather the nations for war, and He will do battle with them, by

visiting various diseases and ailments upon them. Zachariah then notes that those of the nations

who will survive this cataclysmic war will be required to go to Jerusalem every year on the holiday

of Sukkot to pay homage to G‑d.

Day Two:

I Kings 8:2-21.

Today's haftorah describes the dedication of Solomon's Temple, which occurred during the holiday

of Sukkot. (The celebration of the completion of the Holy Temple began a few days earlier, on the

8th of Tishrei.)

The construction of the Holy Temple was completed. King Solomon assembled the leaders and

elders of the tribes to Jerusalem, and amidst great fanfare the Levites transported the Ark from its

temporary location in the City of David and installed it in the Holy of Holies chamber in the Holy

Temple. Immediately, G‑d's presence appeared in the Temple, in the form of a smoky cloud.

King Solomon then blessed G‑d. He recalled the history of the sanctuary, how his father, King

David, had wanted to build it—but was told by G‑d that it would be his son who would accomplish

this feat. "And the L-rd has established His word that He spoke, and I have risen up in the place of

David my father, and sit on the throne of Israel, as the L-rd spoke, and have built a house for the

name of the L-rd, the G‑d of Israel. And I have set there a place for the ark, wherein (is) the
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covenant of the Lord, which He made with our fathers, when He brought them out of the land of

Egypt."

This is a synopsis of the Haftorah that is read in Chabad synagogues. Other communities could possibly
read more, less, or a different section of the Prophets altogether. Additionally, specific calendrical
conditions can cause another Haftorah to be read instead of this one.
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