
The coming Thursday night and Friday, 
the 2nd of Nissan, marks the 100th 
yahrtzeit of the Rebbe Rashab, Rabbi 
Shalom DovBer, the fifth Rebbe of Cha-
bad (1860-1920).  A tremendous intel-
lect and famed for his profound analyti-
cal treatment of Chabad Chassidism, he 
is known by the appellation, the Ram-
bam of Chassidus, in that his written 
works provide the first systematic organ-
ization of Chabad thought.  In 1897, the 
Rebbe Rashab founded the Chabad ye-
shiva network, Tomchei Temimim.  The 
yeshiva was  unique in that it was the 
first to incorporate the learning of both 
the revealed Torah and Chassidus into its 
curriculum.   

During the ten years in which the Rebbe 
Rashab was considering to open a yeshi-
va, he visited numerous yeshivos to see 
for himself which aspects he should in-
corporate into his yeshiva, and what he 
should be aware of. 

One of the yeshivos he observed was the 
famed yeshiva in Pressburg, founded by 
Rabbi Moshe Sofer (the Chasam Sofer), 
and now under the leadership of his son, 
Rabbi Simcha Bunim Sofer (known as 
the Shevet Sofer). At that time it boasted 
around four hundred students.  

“How do you decide who to accept in 
the yeshiva?” inquired the Rebbe 
Rashab. 

“I personally test each student,” replied 
the Shevet Sofer. “However, the purpose 
of the test is only partially to ascertain 
the potential student’s scholastic level. 
More importantly, it gives me an insight 
into his yiras shomayim, fear of Heaven. 
I will explain this with the following 
episode. 

“Once, a young man came to be accept-
ed into the yeshiva. It was quite evident 
to the other faculty members that he was 
extremely learned, so I set up a time to 
meet him. When he entered my room, I 
noticed that he didn’t kiss the mezuzah.  

“I gave him the benefit of the doubt that 
perhaps his failure to kiss the mezuzah 

was due to nervousness. I wanted to see                                                 
if this was indeed the case, so I apolo-
gized that something urgent had come up 
and we would need to postpone the 
meeting. I instructed him to come to me 
in the evening, and we would then set up 
a time to meet the following day. 

“In the evening I carefully observed how 
he entered the room, but once again he 
didn’t raise his hand to kiss the mezuzah. 
I asked him for his name and some back-
ground information to set him at ease, 
and then set up a time to meet the fol-
lowing day to discuss a specific topic. 
“As he walked out, he once again did not 
kiss the mezuzah. When he entered my 
room the following day and once again 
did not kiss the mezuzah, I told him that 
the yeshiva was not for him.”  

The Rov of Pressburg, the Shevet Sofer, 
explained to the Rebbe Rashab:  

“The winds of the maskilim (Jewish 
“enlightenment” movement) are ex-
tremely powerful and enticing. The 
maskilim try to snare our students, espe-
cially the best ones, and, sad to say, they 
have succeeded in many yeshivos. So if 
a young man has yiras shomayim, even 
if he is not the greatest scholar, I can and 
will accept him. But a boy who is lack-
ing yiras shomayim—that I will not ac-
cept! It can be dangerous to all the stu-
dents!” 

The Rebbe Rashab adopted this ap-
proach as well. He was extremely selec-
tive as to who was accepted, especially 
in the first few years of the yeshiva’s 
existence. 

One of the original students was Reb 
Elchonon Dov Marasow, hy”d, who had 

a phenomenal mind and later on became 
a mazkir (secretary) for the Previous 
Rebbe. My impression always was that 
the other initial boys were of the same 
caliber. 

However, documents from the yeshiva’s 
archives include descriptions of all of the 
students and their progress. Regarding 
one of the students it is noted that he was 
fifteen years old and was holding at the 
beginner’s level of Gemora. However, 
his yiras shomayim and kabbolas 
ol (acceptance of the yoke of Heaven) 
were exceptional, and he was accepted. 
During the next five years he toiled in 
his learning and succeeded, to the extent 
that he received semichah for Rabbonus
(Rabbinical ordination). 

So, yes, the Rebbe Rashab was careful 
and initially refused to accept most stu-
dents. But that was only if there was a 
flaw in their tmimuskeit (sincerity and 
earnestness) and yiras shomayim, not if 
the issue was only scholastic. In later 
years, he gave many potential students 
the benefit of the doubt and, although 
some were problematic, others became 
true Tmimim (Chabad yeshiva students) 
in every sense of the word. 

By Rabbi Sholom Avtzon.  Rabbi 
Avtzon is a veteran mechanech 
(educator) and the author of numerous 
books on the Rebbeim and their chassi-
dim. He has farbrenged in numerous 
communities and is available to farbreng 
in yours. He can be contacted at 
avtzonbooks@gmail.com 
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The Holistic Approach 

 

Nothing in the Torah occurs by chance, 
including its division into Torah portions.  

The Torah is divided into 53 weekly read-
ings, and each one has a unique theme.  

Even in years when two portions are read 
together, the individual portions retain 
their own unique character.  

 

Two Portions Read Together 

 

Thus the two Torah portions that are read 
this week, Vayakhel and Pekudei, each 
make their own distinct point, although 
both speak about the Sanctuary and its 
vessels.  

In the Torah portion of Vayakhel we read 
about how Moses gathered the Jewish peo-
ple together and told them of G-d's com-
mand to build the Sanctuary. In this por-
tion we are told that the Jewish people 
obeyed G-d's instructions.  

In the Torah portion of Pekudei Moses 
tallies the contributions that were made for 
the Sanctuary, anoints its vessels with the 
anointing oil and offers its sacrifices. We 
are then informed that these activities 
caused the Divine Presence to rest in the 

Sanctuary: "And the glory of G-d filled the 
Sanctuary."  

 

Below to Above & Above to Below 

 

Vayakhel is focused primarily on the ser-
vice of man and his actions within the con-
text of the physical world. The Jewish peo-
ple contributed to the construction of the 
Sanctuary by giving of their personal 
wealth (donating gold and silver), by phys-
ically participating in its erection (actually 
bringing their contributions), and with 
their souls (investing their higher faculties 
and contributing in a heartfelt manner).  

Vayakhel thus concentrates on a Divine 
service that flows in an upward direction, a 
service that commences in the physical 
world and proceeds upward toward G-d.  

Pekudei, by contrast, speaks of a drawing 
down of G-dliness from above to below, of 
G-d's causing His Divine Presence to de-
scend from the higher spheres to dwell in 
the physical Sanctuary.   In the Torah por-
tion of Pekudei, G-d descends to man and 
makes Himself near.  

 

Combining Both Thrusts 

                                                               
Each of the two portions thus concentrates  

on a different aspect of our Divine service.  
The first is the service of G-d's creations, 
the upward striving of Vayakhel. The sec-
ond aspect is the arousal that originates 
above and flows downward, the drawing 
down of the Divine Presence of Pekudei.  

This year, as in many others, both Torah 
portions are read on the same Shabbat, 
which also reveals a unique lesson: Both 
thrusts, from below to above and from 
above to below, must be combined in our 
service of G-d.   For this type of service is 
the most appropriate way to prepare our-
selves for the revelations of the future Re-
demption with Moshiach. 

Adapted from the teachings of the Lubav-
itcher Rebbe.  Shabbos Table and From 
our Sages reprinted from 
www.LchaimWeekly.org – LYO / NYC 

 

They came, every one whose heart stirred 
him up…(Ex. 35:21) 

The Torah relates this in wonderment. 
Imagine, we are to consider, among all 
the millions of Jews, there was not one 
who planned on making a contribution to 
the Sanctuary yet never got around to it! 
Every single Jew's intention was carried 
out and actualized. This is in contrast to 
today, when unfortunately, most good 
intentions remain in the realm of poten-
tial... 

 (The Chida) 

 

Moses gathered together all the Congre-
gation of the Children of Israel and said 
to them: "These are the things which G-d 
has commanded that you should do” (Ex. 
35:1) 

Every Jew approaches a mitzva with his 
own thoughts and intentions, according to 
his intellect and understanding. Yet the 
physical performance of the mitzva is 
carried out in the same manner by all. 
Moses was able to assemble all the Jews 
in true unity because the performance of 
mitzvot is common to all Jews, irrespec-

tive of other differences. 

 (Rebbe of Tshortkov) 

 
Earring, nose ring, finger ring and brace-
let (35:22) 
 
These items were donated for the Sanctu-
ary to teach us an important lesson in 
raising our children:  

Earring - We must listen carefully to the 
Torah's dictates on child rearing, and 
must always hear what our children are 
saying to make sure they are receiving a 
good education; Nose ring - We must 
"smell out" our children's friends, to 
make sure that they are positive and not 
negative influences; Finger ring - We 
must point, so to speak, with our finger, 
the right path to follow, and explain the 
dangers of straying from that path; Brace-
let - We must use our arms, that is, all of 
our strengths and resources, to ensure that 
every Jewish child receives a strong Jew-
ish education. 

 

(The Lubavitcher Rebbe)  

Elevate Yourself 

When the Rebbe Rashab was a young boy 
he often played with his older brother, 
Reb Schneur Zalman  Aharon, commonly 
referred to as the RaZA. Once during 
their playful activities, his older brother 
convinced him to climb into a pit. Think-
ing that it was part of the game and fun, 
he dutifully did so thinking that momen-
tarily he would be helped out. 

However, to his anguish, his older brother 
moved a short distance away from the pit 
and stood there happily. Unable to con-
tain his hurt feelings of  being stuck in the 
pit, the Rashab began to cry. Hearing the 
cry, the RaZA immediately pulled him 
up, out of the pit.  However, their father 
the Rebbe Maharash heard the cry and 
asked the Rashab why he was crying? 

The Rashab tearfully replied, my older 
brother Zalman Aharon placed me in a pit 
and left me there for a while. 

The Rebbe Maharash then called over the 
RaZA and asked him why he did this? 

The RaZA replied, “This was appropriate 
for me and befitting him. I am the older 
brother, and an older brother should be 
taller than his younger brother. By plac-
ing him in the pit, he is no longer taller 
than me. Now it is the way it should be, 
the older brother is more important. 

The Rebbe Maharash replied, “If you 
truly desire to be higher than your broth-
er, there is a better way to do it. Instead 
of putting your brother down by placing 
him in a low place, you should have taken 
a stone or a chair and stood on top of it. 
By elevating yourself you don’t have to 
denigrate or belittle the other in order to 
be bigger than he. 

reprinted from Reb Mendel Futerfas pp. 
219-220, by Rabbi Sholom Avtzon 



 

As he would every Sunday, the Rebbe 
stood ready to give dollars to a growing 
line in 770. But on this Sunday, the 26th 
of Adar I, 5752, for the first time ever, the 
Rebbe asked how long the remaining line 
was, providing a small clue that all was 
not well. The distribution continued until 
7:30 that evening!  The next day, 
Monday, the 27th of Adar I, the Rebbe 
had a stroke while at the Ohel.   

Following we present short clips of what 
took place on this last day of ‘dollars.’ At 
2:00 p.m. the Rebbe davened mincha with 
a small minyan, then distributed coins for 
tzedakah to all those present and allowed 
two chatanim (grooms) to use his siddur.  

In the meantime, a large crowd had 
gathered to see the Rebbe that Sunday. In 
addition to the usual mix of individuals 
who regularly came to receive Sunday 
dollars, there were several large groups of 
guests that had come to the Rebbe for 
Shabbos and would pass by to receive his 
blessing before returning home.  

There was also a sizeable group of 
Vizhnitzer Chassidim who had come for 
dollars. The Vizhnitzer Rebbe from Israel 
was making a family simcha in the United 
States and many of his Chassidim who 
came to New York used the opportunity 
to visit the Rebbe and receive his holy 
blessing.  

Some excerpts of conversations with the 
Rebbe during this distribution of dollars:  

A supporter of Chabad in Edgware, Eng-
land approached the Rebbe and said: 
“Three years ago you gave a blessing for 

my son to be born and he was born. 
Thank you very much.” The Rebbe: “May 
G-d Almighty bless you and thank you for 
returning to me besuros tovos (good tid-
ings); not everyone is doing so.”  

 

Rabbi Krinsky approached the Rebbe with 
an editor of the New York Post. The Reb-
be: “Circulate the letter that the Moshiach 
is coming very soon. He’s not only com-
ing, but he’s on his way.”  

 

To a famous Russian artist who told the 
Rebbe that he is working on drawing a 
picture of the Rebbe in honor of his nine-
tieth birthday, the Rebbe responded (in 
Russian): “Blessing and success. Thank 
you for the gift. This [the extra dollar] is 
for your entire family.”  

 

A young girl who was passing by shouted 
excitedly: “Rebbe of Lubavitch, I love 
you!”   The Rebbe: “Thank you very 
much.” The Rebbe then gave the young 
girl another dollar and said: “This is for 
the love.”  

 

A father who passed by with his young 
son, asked the Rebbe for a blessing that 
his son grow to become a talmid chochom 
(Torah scholar). The Rebbe replied: “He 
should become a chossid as well! Don’t 
forget…”   

                                                                  
Adapted and reprinted from Derher 

                                                                                                                                                                    
Disseminating the Geula  

The Previous Rebbe’s answer to the horrors of WWII was through each and every Jew 
arousing themselves to do teshuvah, which would bring the geulah, redemption.  The 
slogan representing the fundamental theme of this campaign was l’alter l’teshuvah, 
l’alter l’geulah (immediate teshuva, to immediate geulah). 

To further disseminate the Previous Rebbe’s call, stickers were printed with the words, 
l’alter l’teshuvah, l’alter l’geulah.  Rabbi J.J. Hecht related that he once traveled on the 
same subway car with the Rebbe (in the time period before the Rebbe had become Reb-
be), and as the Rebbe got up to leave the train, Rabbi Hecht noticed that near the Reb-
be’s seat, where a few moments ago was an empty space, a l’alter l’teshuvah, l’alter 
l’geulah sticker was now prominently displayed. 

Adapted from Derher 

Sunday Dollars—the 26th of Adar I, 5752                                                       
The Appearance of Eating 

The famed Russian manufacturer of oil 
and sugar, Zelik Persitz, was descended 
from a long line of rabbinical luminaries. 
Though not a scholar himself, he had 
founded many yeshivas and had great 
respect for Torah scholars, particularly 
the fifth Chabad Rebbe, the Rebbe 
Rashab.  Whenever the Rebbe visited 
Moscow, Mr. Persitz made a point of 
calling on him in his lodgings. Mr. Per-
sitz was not a Chabad Chassid, however, 
and the long private audiences he had 
with the Rebbe differed from those the 
Rebbe had with his other disciples. At 
times, the conversations became heated 
when Mr. Persitz disagreed or chose not 
to follow the Rebbe’s advice. Yet, the 
two maintained a close relationship. 

It once happened that the Rebbe was in 
Moscow at the same time that Mr. Persitz 
held a bar mitzvah celebration for his 
son. Hundreds of people were invited to 
the grand celebration, where the elite 
businessmen of the city mingled with 
important Rabbis and heads of yeshivas.  
The meal was catered according to all the 
stringent laws of kosher, and the Rebbe, 
sitting in a place of honor at the head 
table, appeared to be partaking in the 
meal. But the Chassid R’ Schneur Ka-
han watched the Rebbe carefully and 
noticed something unusual. “The Rebbe 
ate the fish, but (when the meat course 
was served, he) did not bring the meat to 
his lips,” he later told his son.  He de-
scribed how the Rebbe cut the meat into 
pieces and moved the pieces around on 
his plate as though he were eating. Then 
he would take a piece of bread and eat it. 
“The meat he never ate.” 

It was clear to the chossid that the Rebbe 
was not eating the meat because he did 
not know who had slaughtered it, a task 
he would only entrust to the most G-d-
fearing Jew.  The chossid explained to 
his son that the Rebbe had carried out the 
pantomime of eating in order not to em-
barrass the host. Indeed, later on, the rich 
man boasted of how the Rebbe himself 
had partaken in the meal.                                
                                          
By Dovid Zaklikowski for COLlive and 
Hasidic Archives, reprinted from      
COLlive.com 



 

Helping the Helpers 

Magen David Adom has been deal-
ing with an increase of calls from 
citizens seeking details about the 
Coronavirus.  As a public service, 
Magen David Adom launched a 
digital questionnaire within the ‘My 
MDA’ app. By answering the ques-
tionnaire, every citizen can under-
stand what the correct guidelines are 
for him, and how he should behave 
and conduct himself regarding the 
issue of the Coronavirus. 

The computerized questionnaire will 
ask questions such as: Did you stay 
abroad and in what country?  Do 
you have fever or any other symp-
toms? Depending on the answers, 
the app directs the caller to the 
MDA 101 Emergency Call Center 
or to continue his routine. 

“In the last few days, we received 

tens of thousands of inquiries every 
day from citizens asking about the 
Coronavirus. We have mapped out 
the questions that concern the pub-
lic, and created a comprehensive 
Q&A bank. The user enters the app, 
and answers the structured questions 
aimed at diagnosing whether he is at 
risk of becoming infected with Co-
rona (Coronavirus) or not,” said Ido 
Rosenblat, MDA’s communications 
department manager. 

One of their employees, Rab-
bi Yonasan Spitzer, decided to 
launch a Chabad branch at MDA, in 
cooperation with the organization 
Ohr Lachayal, to keep up the spirits 
of the overworked EMTs and call 
center workers.  Ahead of Purim, 
Spitzer took an ambulance and visit-
ed some 10 MDA centers in Jerusa-
lem and other cities, distributing 
Mishloach Manos and encouraging 
words to those who are working 
round the clock.                                         
            
Reprinted from COLlive.com 

Halacha Corner – Preparing for Pesach:  Hagola 

One of the procedures of kashering is "Hagolah" This involves the im-
mersing of the item to be kashered in boiling hot water. Hagolah can only 
extract chometz that is absorbed in the walls of the utensil. However, it 
has no effect on the chometz that is outside.  Therefore it is necessary to 
clean the utensil well and remove any outside chometz prior to doing 
Hagolah. It is also necessary to remove (scrape off) any rust that may be 
on the utensil. Likewise, one must make sure to clean out any cracks and 
holes wherein chometz may have crept in.  The rust that must be cleaned 
is rust that is a substance; when you scrape it pieces of rust will come off. 
Additionally, the rust is in an area which comes into contact with cho-
metz, such as inside the utensil, and there is concern that chometz may be 
under the rust.  However, if it has just become discolored and there is 
nothing that can be removed, it does not prevent the utensil from being 
kashered. If it is difficult to clean parts of the utensil because it is hard to 
get into it, then it would be necessary to do a "libun kal" on that section. 
The utensil needs to be dry before doing Hagolah on it and should not 
have been used within the last 24 hours. One should not wait until the last 
day to do the Hagolah.  
 
by Rabbi Eliezer Wenger, OBM - reprinted from www.shmais.com  

Cooking Tip of the Week  

Want to save every drop of pre-
cious honey.  When measuring 
honey, cover the inside of the 
cup with non-stick cooking spray 
or vegetable oil before putting in 
the honey.  Lo and behold, the 
honey will slide right out. 

I am a mother of three young      :Question
children.  My sister has been going to 
parenting classes and talks about giving kids 
boundaries, not giving them everything they 
want.  I find this hard.  I love my kids and 
want to give to them.  I do not like to hear 
them cry when they don’t get and I like to see 
them smile when they do get.  Is it so bad to 
give kids what they want? 

Rabbi Yehoshua ben Chananiah     :Answer
said:  Once a child got the better of me. I was 
traveling and I met with a child at a 
crossroads. I asked him, “Which way to the 
city?” and he replied: “This way is short and 
long, and that way is long and short.”  I took 
the “short and long” way. I soon reached the 
city but found my approach obstructed by 
gardens and orchards. So I retraced my steps 
and said to the child: “My son, did you not 
tell me that this is the short way?” Answered 
the child: “Did I not tell you that it is also 
long?”  (Eruvin, 53B)   

To raise a child to be an independent, 
responsible and self-confident adult requires 
an eye to the future.  Behavioral patterns 
formed at childhood will be carried into 
adulthood.  A child who tantrums and gets 
what he wants may also tantrum as an adult, 
albeit in a different fashion, such as passive 
aggressive behavior.  This will negatively 
affect his future relationships.  How we 
educate our children prepares them for life. 

Children want their parents to be strong and 
confident, not timid and apologetic.  The 
world is big and unknown and children rely 
on their parents for support and guidance.  
Boundaries provide a sense of security and 
belonging, a feeling that someone cares.  As a 
result, children will learn how to apply 
boundaries in their own lives, providing them 
with inner strength and confidence.   

It is also essential to nurture the parent/child 
relationship.  For example, have set times to 
spend one-on-one time with each child.  
Children need this and will feel loved.   The 
better the relationship, the better the behavior 
and growth of the child. 

Parenting is rewarding and challenging.   
While it is tempting to take the seemingly 
shorter road, we will most likely only reach 
our goal by choosing the long and short road. 

Aharon Schmidt - marriage, pre-marriage & 
individual coaching. For an appointment or 
to share a question contact:                                                 
coachingandcounseling1@gmail.com 


