
David Deri used to own a kosher restau-
rant in Manhattan. One day, a man en-
tered wearing jeans with a few holes and 
patches, and a shirt that had clearly seen 
better days - a not so unusual sight on 
the streets of New York in those years. 
He approached this unpromising looking 
customer.  "Hello, sir. My name is Da-
vid. How may I help you?" 

"Hi. I'm James. I'd like shwarma."  Da-
vid looked at him curiously. He had in-
cluded shwarma on the menu only be-
cause there were Israelis that liked to 
drop in from time to time. But Israelis, 
he knew, were not likely to be called 
'James.'  He couldn't help from asking. 
"How do you know what is shwarma?" 

"Whaddya talking about?" responded 
James like a true Jew. "All my life I've 
eaten shwarma.  I'm an Israeli." 

"And your name is 'James?'" David won-
dered if he had heard incorrectly.  James 
laughed. "My real name is Chayim.  
However, here in America I decided to 
adopt a more popular name." 

David decided to utilize the opportunity; 
he was, after all, a Chabadnik, a follower 
of the Lubavitcher Rebbe. He began to 
pepper their exchange with words of 
Torah. James' facial expressions indicat-
ed that he quickly grasped the theme and 
that he enjoyed hearing ideas that were 
new to him.  After a series of visits to the 
restaurant, in which James ordered a 
large portion of shwarma and received it 
each time seasoned with Torah thoughts, 
David suggested to him that he subscribe 
to a weekly one-on-one Torah class with 
a Lubavitch Yeshiva student, who would 
contact him to arrange an hour. 

"Why not?" James responded, smiling, 
and handed to David one of his business 
cards. David had never inquired about 
what James did for a living, so he was 
quite surprised to discover that James 
was the CEO of a large investment firm 
on Wall Street!  That evening David 
gave the card to a yeshiva student he was 
acquainted with, named Shneur.  

“Reaching Out” - reprinted from COLlive 

After several months, it occurred to Da-
vid that he hadn't seen James in a long 
time. He phoned Shneur and asked him 
if he was still in touch with James.  "Am 
I still in touch with him? I certainly am. 
And our connection has become much 
stronger," was the response David heard, 
to his joy.  And more good news was 
still to come.  Shneur continued. "Know 
that James purchased his own pair 
of tefillin and puts them on faithfully 
every [week] day. Not only that, he also 
has taken on to observe Shabbat! - at 
least partially, at any rate." 

Years passed. David was standing be-
hind the cash register when a religious-
looking Jewish man entered the restau-
rant. The man looked around and, upon 
noticing David, rushed over to him, 
grabbed his hand, and began shaking it 
enthusiastically.  "Do you remember 
me?" he asked, still grasping David's 
hand.  David didn't.  The man smiled 
triumphantly. "I'm James!" 

David gulped. "Of course I remember 
you. But you certainly look different," he 
added, staring at the kippah adorning 
James' head and his overall well-
groomed appearance. 

"That's right. I wear a kippah all the time 
now. And it is all because of you!" he 
snapped with mock indignation.  "Here's 
what happened.  I began to study with 
Shnuer, the yeshiva boy you told to call 
me, by telephone once a week. In one of 
those sessions, we encountered the Reb-
be's idea that those who have very little 
Torah knowledge should take it upon 
themselves to teach the little they know 
to another Jew who unfortunately doesn't 
even know that much. 

"This idea was difficult for me to digest. 
I asked Shneur, how could it possibly be 
that someone like me, who not only 
knows very little, but also is not mitzvah 
observant, is qualified to teach the holy 
Torah?  Shneur easily deflected my con-
cerns, and went on to convince me that I 
could do it, that me too the Rebbe had in 
mind.  Right then on the telephone, I 
decided I would arrange a Shabbat party 
every week for the Jews among my em-
ployees and customers, and that in addi-
tion to the food I would have catered, I 
would share with them the teachings that 
I was learning with Shneur. 

"To host the Shabbat parties, I rented a 
large gallery space in an upscale build-
ing in Manhattan. The parties became an 
instant hit. No doubt the long tables 
aligned along one wall laden with a wide 
variety of food from the best kosher ca-
tering available was a major element. 
Still, the highlight each week was my 
presentation of the Torah teachings of 
the Lubavitcher Rebbe.  The number of 
people requesting to be invited grew, 
until after a few months I had to assign 
the regular participants into shifts that 
would attend on alternate weeks. 

"The moment finally came when I could 
no longer push aside the realization how 
inappropriate it was to be having Shab-
bat parties in which the Shabbat laws 
were not being adhered to. Even more, 
that I, the organizer, host and teacher, 
was only partially Shabbat observant.                       
        
continued on page 3 
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Same but Different 

                                                                     
It is written in this week’s Torah portion, 
Korach:  “In the morning, G-d will make 
known who is his, and who is holy, and he 
will draw them near to him.  (Bamidbar 
16:5) 

Korach and his followers took issue with 
Moshe’s authority.  

They acknowledged that G-d communicat-
ed the Torah directly to Moshe, and that 
Moshe was therefore superior to the rest of 
the nation in his understanding of G-d’s 
wisdom.  

 

Korach’s Claim 

In actual observance of the mitzvos, 
however, every Jew is equally capable.  

If so, argued Korach, considering that our 
primary purpose in this world is to observe 
the mitzvos in practice, what makes Moshe 
so much greater than “the entire congrega-
tion, who are all holy?” (Bamidbar 16:3) 

 
The answer to Korach’s question is hinted 
to in Moshe’s response, “In the morning,  
G-d will make known who is His.”  

With these words, the Torah implies that 
even in the performance of a mitzvah there  

can be vast differences. 

     

            An Unclean Diamond 
 

A mitzvah is comparable to a diamond. If a 
diamond is not clean, instead of dispersing 
light brilliantly, the filth on its surface 
obscures light.  

The same is true of mitzvos. When a 
wicked person observes mitzvos, he 
temporarily draws additional energy to the 
negative forces of kelipah (impurity) that 
animate his life at that time (see Hilchos 
Talmud Torah 4:3).  

Likewise, if a person’s observance of a 
mitzvah makes him conceited, his ego and 
self-regard prevent the light of G-d’s 
infinite presence from being revealed.  

When this person later repents, the mitzvos 
he previously fulfilled are “reclaimed” by 
the forces of holiness. 

 

         Moshe’s Shining Mitzvos 
 

The mitzvos Moshe performed, however, 
were not clouded by ego or insincerity. He 
therefore responded to Korach, “In the 
morning, G-d will make known….”  

In other words, G-d’s will is fulfilled 

equally, no matter who performs the 
mitzvah, but only mitzvos that shine like 
the morning reveal G-dliness in the world 
around them. 

 
We are obligated to fulfill the mitzvos 
regardless of our spiritual state.  

Ultimately, however, the home that G-d 
desires in this world is not only a place 
where He will “be,” but also where He will 
be felt.  

This was the uniqueness of the mitzvos 
performed by Moshe, whose spiritual 
greatness made even his practical mitzvah 
observance superior to the other Jewish 
people’s performance.   

His mitzvos shone brightly, like the 
morning; refining him and illuminating his 
life with G-dliness, bringing light to the 
world around him. 

 
                                                                    
From the teachings of the Rebbe, Likutei 
Sichos, vol. 4, pp. 1049-1055.  Reprinted 
from Ohr HaChassidus.  From our Sages 
reprinted from  LchaimWeekly.org – LYO / 
NYC 

 

 

And Korach took (Num. 16:1) 

How is it possible that a Torah portion is 
named after a sinner as great as Korach? 
The Torah wants to emphasize that we 
can learn something constructive even 
from Korach's bitter controversy. Just as 
Korach wanted to be a High Priest, every 
Jew should desire to draw near to G-d. 

(the Rebbe) 

 

Korach, the son of Yitzhar, the son of 
Kehot, the son of Levi (Bamidbar 38:1) 

A distinguished lineage is meaningful 
only when it brings a person to feel hum-
bled in the face of his illustrious ances-
tors.  Unfortunately, it sometimes has the 
opposite effect, resulting in baseless pride 
and arrogance. Korach is a prime exam-
ple of the latter; too much self-esteem 
allowed him to rebel against Moses. 

(Rabbi Naftali of Ropshitz) 

 

And Datan and Aviram (Num. 16:1)  

The Torah criticizes Datan and Aviram 
more than any other participants in Kor-
ach's rebellion as they mixed into a con-

troversy that was none of their business. 
They weren't firstborn sons who might 
have resented having the priesthood taken 
away from them, nor were they even from 
the tribe of Levi. The priesthood was 
none of their concern. 

(Machan Belula) 

 

And they rose up before Moses...certain 
men...called to the assembly, men of 
renown (literally "men of name") (Num. 
16:2)  

What person was attracted to Korach's 
side? Those who sought honor, fame and 
privilege. If Korach wins, they reasoned, 
he will reward us with positions of power, 
and our name will become even greater. 

(Kli Yakar) 

 

Although it is customary for preachers to 
delve into the particular Torah reading of 
the week to find material for their lec-
tures, drawing lessons from the portion of 
Korach is always appropriate, for unfortu-
nately, controversy runs rampant and is 
not limited to one week a year.      
                                    (Daat Chachamim) 

The Chassidim                                    
Who Gave Nachas  

 

“There are three chassidim who have 
given me nachas,” the Rebbe once told 
Reb Zalman Gurary in a private yechidus. 

The first was Reb Moshe Gurkov. After 
one farbrengen in which the Rebbe 
strongly encouraged Torah-teaching, he 
immediately moved with his family to 
disseminate Torah in Boston, MA, with-
out knowing where they would lay their 
heads that night.  

Another was the chazan Reb Moshe 
Teleshevsky. He served as a chazan in a 
modern shul which had a questionable 
mechitza. As soon as he received a di-
rective from the Rebbe to leave, he left 
town that night, despite not having anoth-
er source of parnassa (livelihood).  

The third was Reb Michoel Teitelboim 
who was a legendary warrior for higher 
standards amongst chassidim. “He 
doesn’t wait to be told everything, he 
simply gets on with the work,” the Rebbe 
said.  

 

Bechol Beisi Ne’man Hu, page 312 

The Chassidim Who Gave Nachas; Our 
Generation - The Footsteps of Moshiach; 
& Moshiach Now! reprinted from The 
Weekly Farbrengen by Merkaz Anash,   
on-line at TheWeeklyFarbrengen.com  



 

Why do the Sages tell us of the anticipat-
ed troubles of ikvesa diMeshicha (the 
approaching footsteps of Moshiach)? The 
Rebbe explains that obviously this is not 
to dishearten us, but to urge us to counter 
them by increasing our good deeds.  

There are two explanations provided by 
the Rebbe as to why pnimiyus haTorah 
(the inner dimensions of Torah) was re-
vealed precisely in these last generations 
before Moshiach:  

(1) Since the darkness of exile is thicken-
ing, an ever more brilliant light is required 
to pierce it.  

(2) It is a foretaste of the Torah’s secrets 
which will be fully revealed in the Days 
of Moshiach.  

Though the first reason emphasizes the 
lowly state of our generation, while the 
second highlights our privilege of being 
granted a glimmer of the future revelation, 
they are not in contradiction.  

The essential power of pnimiyus haTorah 
is expressed specifically in lighting up the 
heavy darkness at the end of exile.   

Netzach - Conquest 

In the time of the Beis HaMikdash, when 
the Divine Presence was openly manifest, 
the Divine sparks that had fallen into the 
kelipos (impurity) were sifted and elevat-
ed as a matter of course: the kelipos spon-
taneously became null and void, losing 
their separate identity as they became 
incorporated in the forces of holiness, just 
as a candle becomes lost in a great flame.  

Moreover, Yidden delighted in their di-

vine service because of the intense revela-
tion of G-dliness in the Beis HaMikdash, 
and by nature they were drawn to it.  

In the time of exile, by contrast, a man’s 
service is motivated mainly by the attrib-
ute of Netzach, conquest. This involves 
battling and standing firm against all in-
ternal and external forces that hinder any-
one who seeks to draw close to HaShem.  
The attribute of Netzach is aroused when 
one is challenged by obstacles. 

Another characteristic motivated by the 
attribute of Netzach: Even when one does 
not derive delight from the pleasant flavor 
(taam) of his service, he persists in his 
service notwithstanding, in a way that 
transcends intellectual delight and under-
standing (lemaala mitaam vadaas).  

Our Generation 

The Rebbe Rashab once said: In this era 
of the “footsteps of Mashiach,” it is essen-
tial for a person not to follow his under-
standing, since mortal reason is often mis-
leading. Rather, we should observe the 
Torah out of a simple and unquestioning 
faith in HaShem.  

Before he passed away, Moshe Rabbeinu 
was shown all the generations of the fu-
ture. When he gazed upon our spiritually 
poor generation, whose comprehension of 
G-dliness is close to nothing, and yet de-
spite its difficulties Yidden in this genera-
tion fulfill Torah and mitzvos and daven 
with a chassidishe geshmak (delight), 
with bitachon (trust) and simple emuna 
(faith), he was so utterly overawed that he 
felt less worthy than them.  

                                                                                                                             

Pull Him Up! 

 

The Previous Rebbe once said: We are living in ikvesa diMeshicha, the era that can 
hear the approaching footsteps of Mashiach. We are, so to speak, the “feet” – our ser-
vice is based on simple, unwavering faith. What matters most is not how well devel-
oped are our intellectual attainments and our middos (character traits), but that we stand 
firmly on our “feet,” not retreating, and conceding nothing.  

For sure one should be mekarev others (bring others close) to Yiddishkeit, but without 
giving ground. If you’re standing on the tenth step and the other fellow is on the first 
step, you shouldn’t go downstairs towards him. Rather, stretch out your hand and draw 
him up towards yourself.  

( Sefer HaSichot, 5710, pg. 36) 

Our Generation - The Footsteps of Moshiach                                                                         
The Shwarma Rebbe 

Continued from page 1:  “After a brief 
inner struggle, I accepted the time had 
come: I would be fully Shabbat ob-
servant!  Once I actualized my Shabbat 
commitment, other mitzvahs came 
smoothly in its wake. Eventually, I de-
cided to change my life to be a full-
fledged religious Jew in all its implica-
tions.  After some time, I met a wonder-
ful religious Jewish woman. We got mar-
ried, thank G-d, and moved to Canada." 

"See the power of shwarma!" David 
commented wryly. Then he winked and 
patted James on the shoulder.  "Hold on," 
protested James. "The story I came to tell 
you is not yet finished.  A few weeks ago 
- like now - I flew into New York on a 
business trip. I was walking on a street in 
Manhattan when suddenly a kippah-
wearing Jew approached me and greeted 
me excitedly. 'Rabbi James, hi!' he ex-
claimed emotionally. 

"'Rabbi' he called me, no less! Mean-
while, I had no idea who he was.  Then 
he began pumping my hand and wouldn't 
let go. 'You should know that you 
changed my life!' he said, to my open-
mouthed amazement.  It turned out that 
he was one of the regulars at those Shab-
bat parties I used to organize while I still 
lived in New York. The words of Torah 
he heard each week seeped into his heart 
and, like with me, percolated there until 
he realized that he had to change his life-
style, and accept upon himself to live 
according to Torah and mitzvot. 

"Do you get it, David? Without me even 
realizing it, the Lubavitcher Rebbe 
turned me of all people into a shliach -- 
one of his emissaries to inspire other 
Jews to return to their roots, thus bring-
ing closer the final redemption."  James 
laughed. "Yes, that was genuinely pow-
erful shwarma that you served me." 

Translated and adapted by Yerachmiel 
Tilles from HaGeula, #990.  Rabbi Tilles 
of Tsfat is a co-founder of ASCENT. His 
email list for stories is in its 23rd year. 
To join the list a/o his WhatsApp group 
for Saturday night Audio, Video and 
Zoom stories, go to AscentOfSafed.com 
or WhatsApp +972-526-770-137.  



 

                                                                              
Chabad Generations CD 

Chabad Generations CD teaches our 
rich Chabad heritage in a unique and 
engaging way. Built around beautiful-
ly written, easy-to-learn songs, chil-
dren can enjoy learning countless 
facts and details about the Rabbeim, 
and expect to remember them for 
years to come.   

Song is undeniably one of the best 
tools for memorizing information. 
Taking that into account, Mrs. Chyena 
Yusewitz originally created these 
songs for her Toldos Chabad class in 
Bais Rivkah, NY.  After the positive 
feedback, the CD was professionally 
produced in Choni Milecki Studio and 
made available to the public.  

                                                         
The CD includes nine songs, carefully 
crafted, using words simple enough 
for a first grader, with content solid 
enough for high school. Written to the 
tune of a fast-paced niggun related to 
each Rebbe, every line includes anoth-
er detail that completes the picture of 
Chabad history. 

The songs are fun to learn and sing, 
and a great resource for Shluchim’s 
children, for girls who don’t learn 
Chassidus in their school, and even 
for those who do but want to hone 
their knowledge. Help your children 
feel confident in their knowledge of 
the Chabad Rabbeim, and most im-
portantly, more connected to the Reb-
be. 

In honor of Gimmel Tammuz, Chabad 
Generations is offering the song about 
the Rebbe as a free download on 
Anash.org Nshei site.  To purchase the 
complete CD with a song about each 
Rebbe, 9 in total, visit ChabadGenera-
tions.com/shop.  The songs are also 
sold as digital downloads.   

Reprinted from Anash.org 

Halacha Corner – Washing, Hamotzei and Bentching  

A person should wash their hands for bread and make the brachah of 
hamotzie even if they eat a quantity as little as a crumb. However, they 
should make the brachah of al netilas yadayim only if they will be eating a 
shiur (amount) of a k’beitzah (the volume of approximately one egg). Each 
kezayis (approximately the volume of half an egg) of the k’beitzah has to be 
eaten within kedei achilas pras (the amount of time it takes the average per-
son to eat a piece of bread equivalent to approximately three eggs), or within 
approximately four minutes—the first kezayis within kedei achilas pras, and 
the second kezayis within another kedei achilas pras. The two kezaysim—
totaling a k’beitzah—should be eaten directly one after the other with no 
interruption. However, Birchas Hamazon (bentching, the Grace after Meals) 
is said even if one only eats a shiur of a kezayis within the timeframe of ked-
ei achilas pras.                                                                                                                         

HaRav Yosef Yeshaya Braun, shlita, Mara D’asra, member of the Beis Din of 
Crown Heights; 1 Minute Halacha, #368; from crownheightsconnect.com  

Cooking Tip of the Week  

Zucchini Salad:  It is hard to find 
dark green zucchini but it gives this 
salad a great taste and a nice look. 
Scrub 2 medium zucchinis, slice in 
half (the long way) and roast with 1 
tbls olive oil and Himalayan salt at 
220C. Cool, chop the zucchini and 
add to processor with 3 peeled 
cloves fresh garlic, 1/2 cup raw tahi-
na paste, 1/4 cup water and an equal 
amount lemon juice (fresh). Process 
until smooth and refrigerate. A great 
dip and the dark green specks of the 
peel give a nice look.   
                                                               
Alizah Hochstead, 
alizahh@hotmail.com  

Question:   I feel like my kids are always 
asking for money. My problem is I do not know 
when I should give them money or they should 
use their own. For example, a school day trip: I 
pay for the trip but do I also have to pay for the 
candy? Am I a mean parent if I don't since other 
parents do??? Going to the pool - should I pay 
for it? I end up saying "no" and feel guilty or 
saying "yes" and resent having to pay. 

 

 Answer:    Rav Chaim Shalom Deitch, Rosh 
Kollel of the Tzemach Tzedek in Jerusalem, said 
that if a parent is going to err, they should err on 
the side of kindness, as opposed to strictness.   
 
At the same time, Chassidus teaches that while 
Avraham symbolizes the epitome of chesed 
(kindness), if the chesed doesn't have a certain 
degree of restraint, it can lead to an undesirable 
outcome.  This is the deeper meaning of the 
blessing "Magen Avraham" - that Hashem's 
Kindness be directed to the appropriate places.    
Therefore, although our main thrust as a parent 
should be chesed, we need the proper balance of 
gevura (discipline, restraint). 
 
In regards your question:  when expectations are 
clear and established, emotional responses are 
balanced.  Frustration, anger and guilt result 
from a lack of clarity and  decisiveness.  Estab-
lish guidelines as to what you will pay for.  If 
you are uncertain what is appropriate, investi-
gate what other parents do.  A well-known Rab-
bi in Chabad was considering not having health 
insurance.  The Rebbe advised him to do what 
other people in his community do.   
 
After asking around, if you are still not sure, 
discuss it with someone who can offer guidance.  
When you have internal clarity you will feel 
confident and balanced.  You will not feel guilty 
or resentful when saying "yes" or "no".   
 
Providing your children with age appropriate 
pocket money has benefits.  Children learn how 
to responsibly manage money and can choose 
(with parental guidance) what to buy.   
Ideally the money should be earned.  Choose 
something that you would like your child to 
work on, i.e., washing hands upon awakening, 
benching, brushing teeth, learning, homework, 
etc.  The child will appreciate the money and 
gain self-confidence through success.   
 
Not only will children flourish with proper guid-
ance but parents will feel better too! 
                                                                        
Aharon Schmidt - marriage & individual coach-
ing. Video and telephone meetings available.  
For an appointment or to share a question con-
tact:  coachingandcounseling1@gmail.com 


