
Ever faced a challenge, a difficulty or a problem?
It can feel like you have reached the end, there's nowhere
left to go and nothing left to do.
Then all of a sudden, with no floating device you discover
a way to get across, it is novel, strange and unpopular,
but it works.
What is it?
It is like standing at the edge of a sea with no way to get
across, but being determined to complete your mission,
you proceed and the sea splits to allow you safe dry
passage across.
It’s the realization of the power of one's G-d given
mission on earth, and the faith that nothing can stop me.
Any challenge is not intended to stop me, rather it is
designed to help me get more creative, stronger and
smarter so that I can grow to greater heights than before
and become the very best version of me.
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A WORD  OF  TORAH  

A boy asks his father to
explain the differences
between irritation,
aggravation, and misery.
Dad picks up the phone
and dials a number at
random. When the phone is
answered he asks, "Can I
speak to Ralph, please?"
"No! There's no one called
Ralph here." The person
hangs up.
"That's irritation," says Dad.
He picks up the phone
again, dials the same
number and asks for Ralph
a second time.
"No--there's no one here
called Ralph. Go away. If
you call again I shall
telephone the police." End
of conversation.
"That's aggravation."
"Then what's ‘misery’?" asks
his son.
The father picks up the
phone and dials a third
time:
"Hello, this is Ralph. Have I
received any phone calls?"

 

A Bisseleh Humor

 

Is it possible to be spiritual and selfish at the
same time? Let us have a look at the words of
the Torah that shed important light on this
question.
Vayasa Moshe et ha-am—“Moses made the
people journey from the sea.” The great
miracle had happened. The sea had split and
the Egyptian army was no more. The word
vayasa—“he made [them] journey”—implies
that Moses had to force his people to move
on. But why was this necessary? Why wouldn’t
they move on their own?
According to Rashi, the enemy was so
confident of victory against the Israelites that
they bedecked their horses and chariots with
gold, silver and precious jewels. These
treasures were now being washed up on the
seashore, and the Jews were collecting the
riches. So they were in no mood to move on.
But Moses said they had a date with G‑d at
Mount Sinai. As the nation’s leader, he had to
compel them to carry on their journey.
The Zohar gives a more spiritual explanation.
We are taught that the divine revelation at
the splitting of the sea was quite an
extraordinary experience. In the words of our
sages, “What a simple maidservant saw at the
sea, even the great prophets were not
privileged to see.” According to this mystical
view, it was not the material wealth they were
obsessed with, but rather the incredible
spiritual delights they were experiencing.
Either way, it was up to Moses to move them
along to their appointment with destiny. And
the question is this: If it was gold and silver
that was delaying their journey to Sinai, we
can well understand the need for Moses to
hurry them on. But if it was the spiritual
experience of inspired revelation, why move
on? Why not stay there as long as possible?
Surely, the more G‑dly revelation the better!
The answer is that G‑d was calling. Sinai was
beckoning. The entire purpose of the Exodus
and all the miracles in Egypt and at the sea
was nothing more than to receive the Torah
at Sinai. That was the revelation that would
give the Jewish people its unique way of life
and its very raison d’être. Sinai represents
our mission, our mandate. Sinai made us
G‑d’s messengers on earth. However we may
understand the concept of a chosen  people,
it was the Sinaitic experience that made us
that. Any detours or distractions from the
journey to Sinai are therefore out of the
question—no matter how lofty or spiritual
they might be. 
It comes as no great shock to learn that gold
and silver are not as important as Sinai. But
that  spirituality, too, must take second place

 to Sinai—this is indeed big news. And what
exactly is Sinai? Torah. And what is Torah? The
will of G‑d. In other words, the bottom line is:
what does G‑d want? How does He want us to
act, to live our lives? So, the big news story here
is that even the most amazing spiritual
experience, the most extraordinary revelation, is
not as important as doing what G‑d wants us to
do.
It is a very important message that emerges
from this one word, vayasa. It’s not what we want
that counts, but what G‑d wants. If we want
money and diamonds, and He wants to give us
His Torah, then we leave the loot and we go to
Sinai. And even if it is a spiritual experience we
seek, and G‑d says “Go to Sinai,” we still go to
Sinai and we leave the spiritual inspiration for
another time.
The following is a true story. It once happened
back in the old country that late one night, a
wagon driver ran into a yeshivah and cried out to
the students to come out and help him. It was
urgent, he said. His wagon had overturned, and
his horse was stuck in a ditch and was in danger
of dying. He needed help to get the wagon
upright. It was late at night, and there was no
one else he could turn to, so he appealed to the
yeshivah students to come to his assistance.
At this point the students’ Talmudic training
kicked in, and a long halachic debate ensued.
Was it right to leave their Torah study for the
sake of a horse? After all, is not Torah study
equal to all the other mitzvot combined? On the
other hand, the horse provided this Jew’s
livelihood. Which takes precedence? The debate
raged on and on—and when they finally did
decide to go out and help the poor man, it was
too late. The horse had died.
Sometimes we can get so caught up in our own
spirituality that we become quite selfish.
Spiritually selfish, of course, but selfish
nonetheless. At the end of the day, it’s not
whether we are into materialism or monotheism,
money or metaphysics. The ultimate question—
and, in fact, the only question—is: what does G‑d
want of me at this moment in time? Where
should I be and what should I be doing right
now?
So, if you find yourself in a quandary or on the
horns of a difficult dilemma, ask yourself this
very question: What would G‑d want? Yes,
sometimes it might be helping a horse out of a
ditch. But if that is the call of the hour, then so
be it. It might not be very spiritual, but it is the
right thing to do.
And if it’s the right thing to do, that makes it very
G‑dly.



Finally, in last week's parshah, after years of the Jews'
enslavement and then all the ten plagues that G‐d heaped
upon the Egyptians, Pharaoh had let the Jews out of Egypt.
But in this week's parshah, no sooner are the Jews out of
Egypt that Pharaoh changes his mind and begins chasing
after them!
Now, in front of the Jews is the sea, and behind them is
Pharaoh with thousands of soldiers. If they move forward
they will drown, but if they turn around, or do nothing,
Pharaoh and his army will reach them and they will be
forced back to Egypt. What should they do?! They are
trapped!
G‐d tells Moses to take his stick and stretch it over the sea.
Moses does, and an amazing miracle happens—the sea
splits, allowing the Jews to walk through on dry land! The
Egyptians try to follow the Jews into the sea, but the sea
begins to flow again and closes in on them.
When the Jews come to the other side, they sing a song of
thanks to G‐d, awesomely grateful for the miraculous way
they were saved.
Now, the Jews have come to the desert, and they are
worried that they will not have food to eat. So G‐d sends
quail for the Jews to have meat, and every morning, a
special food called Manna falls to the ground. The Jews
collect one portion of Manna every day, but on Friday there
is a double portion for Shabbat. Then Moses hits a rock and
it becomes a fountain, giving the Jews water.
Next, a nation called Amalek comes and attacks the Jews.
Moses sends Joshua to gather an army from the Jews and go
fight them. Joshua does this, and he wins against the
Amalekites. But G‐d is very angry, and promises to never
forget what Amalek did to the Jews, that they were the first
one to attack them in the desert.

KIDS

8 ripe kiwis, peeled and
washed
¾ cup seltzer
1 ⅔ cup sugar syrup (see
recipe below)

4 cups sugar
4 cups water

Ingredients

Blend all the ingredients
together until smooth. Pour
this out into a plastic
container and freeze it flat.
After about 4-6 hours, when
still partially frozen, put it
into the blender again and
reprocess it. Refreeze until
use. Scoop into ball shapes
and serve.
Serves: 4-6

Recipe for the sugar syrup:

Boil this together, and mix
constantly while doing so.
After it has come to a boil,
continue to simmer it for 10
minutes on a low flame. Cool
and use as needed.

Enjoy!
 

 

Parsha Lesson Recipe
Three-Ingredient Kiwi Ices

 
 
 
 
 

Daily Dose Of Wisdom
We must know that this world is not a dark, sinister jungle, but a garden. And not just any

garden, but G‑d’s own pleasure garden, full of beauty, wonderful fruits and fragrances, a place
where G‑d desires to be with all His essence.

If the taste to us is bitter, it is only because we must first peel away the outer shell to find the
fruit inside.

 
 
 
 

https://www.chabad.org/parshah/default_cdo/aid/6232/jewish/Torah-Portion.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/433240/jewish/God.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/4463795/jewish/What-Was-the-Manna.htm
https://www.chabad.org/parshah/article_cdo/aid/2283/jewish/Amalek.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/433240/jewish/God.htm


Upcoming events

Bris Avrohom of Fair Lawn
We are your center for everything Jewish, whatever your need may be, do not hesitate to contact us.
Our ever popular holiday celebrations will enable you and your family to celebrate the Jewish holidays in style,
with fun and educational ideas helping to make Judaism relevant to our youth.
Our Torah classes will give you a second opinion on any subject or matter you may be dealing with and our
Holiday programs will allow you to celebrate your Jewish pride with your family and friends. 
Our fun Hebrew School and Day Camp will fill your children with an educated sense of what it means to be
Jewish and our
synagogue services will give you the opportunity to pray, be inspired and experience spirituality.
From pregnancy and baby celebrations to weddings and after life services including Kaddish and unveiling, we
will be there for you and help create a meaningful and memorable experience.
We are here to help you and serve you and look forward to seeing you soon!

Rabbi Berel & Leah Zaltzman | Rabbi Mendel & Elke Zaltzman | Rabbi Avrohom & Leah Engel
Bris Avrohom of Fair Lawn

 
30-02 Fair Lawn Avenue. Fair Lawn, New Jersey 07410

 
201-791-7200 | Office@JewishFairLawn.org

www.JewishFairLawn.org | www.Facebook.com/BrisAvrohomFairLawn

MVP  Program

Thursdays 4pm- 5pm

Geared for boys and girls in

grades 6th - 8th, MVP is

volunteering and Mitzvah

madness, while connecting

with other pre-teens and

having a meaningful impact! 

MVP is open to all junior

teens free of charge!

Tu BShvat dessert demo's ,

Womens night 

Monday, Jan. 17 

Join for an evening for women,

in honor of Tu B'shvat the New

Year for Trees. 

All participants will make their

own assorted chocolate truffles

gift box.

Photos of the week
Bat Mitzvah Club

Girls ages 11-13 got together
and learned all about a Jewish

name, they then created
beautiful plaques with their

Jewish names! 

JTeen Havdalah night
Jewish teens in our community joined
together for an Havdalah, end of Shabbos
ceremony. They made their own Havdalah
candles, enjoyed pizza and snacks and
watched a Reenactment of the Entebbe
hijaking, and rescue by the IDF.  

Hebrew school
This week at Hebrew School we

continued to practice out Hebrew
reading. We also started learning all

about Tu B'shvat!

MVP Program
Middle school kids got
together and painted

beautiful Tu B'shavt
canvases for local seniors

in our community. 

mailto:Office@JewishFairLawn.org
http://www.jewishfairlawn.org/
http://www.facebook.com/BrisAvrohomFairLawn

