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Bris Avrohom Of Fair Lawn

We survive by following the truths and not by what society is dictating. 

Although things may seem a certain way, as Jews we know to look beyond what
can be seen with eyes and focus on what can be understood with the mind.
Which is why the celebration of Chanukah focuses on the miracle of the oil. 

The Jews came to the temple after their miraculous victory over the Greek
army and began searching for pure olive oil to light the menorah. 

The Maccabees saw the importance of winning wars, but also understood that
the everlasting survival of the Jewish people is not only by winning wars and
defeating enemies. 

Our survival is in that small flask of pure and holy oil which lights up the flame
in each one of our hearts, and illuminates the path of the Jewish people
throughout the challenges and tribulations of exile. 

The Maccabees understood that the connection to a goal, the source and
essence of who we are and our mission which is to celebrate our lives in a holy
and humble way being a light onto the nations and providing the world with an
unmovable and unshakable truth, a divine moral compass which can never
change, is the key to survival.

       To the world, strength and might that can be observed, seems to be most
important, but we have proven that the key to survival is that holy and
unaltered oil, our faith, belief and commitment that remains pure and
untainted.

Looking forward to celebrating Chanukah together and wishing you a good
Shabbos! 
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When we can’t get along with
someone, we like to blame it
on that person’s faults:
Stupidity, incompetence,
outrageous behavior,
aggression or some other sin
against our better senses.

The real reason is none of
these. It is that the world is
broken, and we are the
shattered fragments.

What stops us from coming
back together? Only that we
each imagine ourselves to be
whole.

Daily Dose Of Wisdom

A WORD  OF  TORAH  

Moshe and Yankel were
sitting at a French cafe,
discussing the difference
between Being and
Nothingness. Yankel says
to the waitress, "I'd like a
cup of coffee, please, with
no cream."
The waitress replies, "I'm
sorry, monsieur, but
we're out of cream. How
about with no milk?"  

 

A Bisseleh Humor
"Philosophers have long struggled
with the great question of our
freedom of choice on the one hand,
and our belief in a higher destiny on
the other. Is life determined by fate,
or do we enjoy genuine freedom?
Generally, Judaism would seem to
subscribe to a personal freedom in
matters of morality, faith and the
ethical choices we make in life. But
when it comes to things like life and
death, and even health and wealth,
much as we would like to think we are
in the driver’s seat, we do seem to be
subject to forces beyond our control.
Where we live, how long we will live,
how comfortably we will live—these
are all in G‑d’s hands. Where we can
and must choose is what kind of life
we will lead. Whether it will be a G‑dly,
righteous, upstanding, decent and
honest life—this is up to us, and us
alone. G‑d steps back to grant us the
freedom to determine how good, how
kind and how Jewish we will, or will
not, be.
And Jacob lifted his feet and went on
his way (Genesis 29:1). This verse
from our Parshah tells of Jacob’s
journey in his escape from the wrath
of Esau. He was en route to Haran,
where he would eventually establish
his family and lay the foundations for
the Jewish people. But why the
curious language, “And Jacob lifted his
feet”? Does the Torah really need to
tell us that in order to move, we have
to first lift our feet? Was he stuck in a
swamp or something?
So many of us look at our
circumstances and shrug our
shoulders, “Nu, what can you do?” If
we were born into poverty or raised
in a less-than-privileged environment,
we resign ourselves to being doomed
to failure.  So many people have told
me that they were part of the “lost
generation” of Jews who had no
Jewish education or upbringing. Their
immigrant parents were so busy
surviving in a new world that they had
no time or headspace to raise their
children with the Jewish value system
they themselves had back in Europe.
Tragically, these individuals felt that,
Jewishly, they were lost forever.

Rabbi Jonathan Sacks (Chief Rabbi of
the United Kingdom) tells the story of
how, as a young philosophy student
at Cambridge, he traveled the world
visiting great leaders. When he came
to see the Lubavitcher Rebbe, the
Rebbe asked him what he was doing
for the Jewish students at
Cambridge. He began by saying, “In
the circumstances I currently find
myself . . .” whereupon the Rebbe
interrupted him and said, “No one
‘finds himself’ in circumstances. We
create our own circumstances.”
Of course, there are times when we
will find ourselves in circumstances
beyond our control; but throughout
life, we will find ample scope and
opportunities to improve our own
circumstances. G‑d gives each of us
our own unique qualities, talents and
potential, and it is up to us to use
and develop these gifts. Life is full of
inspiring examples of individuals who
have overcome disabilities and
disadvantages of one kind or
another. In the Jewish world, many
have risen to prominence from the
humblest beginnings. The Torah is
the birthright of every Jew. We just
have to go out and claim it.
The words of our Parshah are quite
deliberate and well-chosen after all.
“Jacob lifted his feet and went on his
way.” Some people follow their feet
wherever they will take them. No
matter the direction, they simply
coast along, allowing their feet to
lead them.
Not so Jacob. He was master of his
feet and master of his
circumstances. He set his feet on the
right road, and became master of his
destiny.
May we all be inspired to lift
ourselves beyond our circumstances.

-adapted from www.chabad.org



Last week’s parshah ended with Jacob running away from Beer
Sheva where he lived with his parents and brother to Charan. On
his way out of Israel Jacob stops to rest, he takes a number of
stones and puts them in a semi-circle around his head as
protection and goes to sleep. He dreams of a ladder on which he
sees angels going up and other angels going down the ladder,
these were the angels which G‐d sent to protect him on his trip.
G‐d reveals Himself to Jacob and promises him that the land on
which he is resting will be given to his descendants, his children
and grandchildren and their grandchildren. When Jacob wakes up
the stones had become one, he takes the stone and makes it into
an altar as a sign that that place is a holy place.
Jacob arrives in Charan where he meets his cousin Rachel at a
well; Rachel runs home to tell her father Laban that Jacob is in
town, Jacob is welcomed by his uncle and begins to work for him
as a shepherd. After a month Laban offers to pay him and Jacob
says that his payment will be that he can marry Rachel. Laban
says he can marry Rachel after working for him for seven years.
But…when the wedding day finally comes, Laban deceives Jacob,
and gives him his older daughter Leah in marriage. Jacob doesn’t
realize this until the morning after the wedding, and is very angry
at Laban. Laban says that in his country one doesn’t marry off the
younger sister before the older one. (but off course he didn’t tell
that to Jacob before the wedding…). Jacob agrees to work another
seven years for Laban and marries Rachel a week after his
wedding to Leah, at the time one could marry more than one wife
at a time.

Leah gives birth to seven children, Reuben, Shimon, Levi,
Yehudah, Yissachar, Zebulun and Dina, a daughter. Rachel did not
have children and was very sad because of that. She gave her
maid Bilhah as a wife to Jacob so that she should have children
instead of her. Bilhah has two sons, Dan and Naphtali. Leah also
gives her maid Zilpah as a wife to Jacob and she too has two sons,
Gad and Asher. Finally Rachel gets pregnant and has a son,
Joseph.
Fourteen years have passed since Jacob left his parents’ home and
he wants to return to Beer Sheva. However Laban convinces him
to stay, he offers to pay him by giving him sheep so that Jacob
can have a flock of his own. G‐d blesses Jacob with his work, his
flock becomes bigger and bigger, and Laban keeps on trying to
cheat him out of his property. Another six years pass, when Laban
goes away for a few days Jacob packs up his bags and together
with his wives and children leaves Charan. When Laban finds out
that Jacob left he runs after him, but G‐d warns Laban not to hurt
Jacob and so they make a peace pact at a place called Mount Gal-
Ed and Jacob and his family travel back to the Holy Land and
angels of G‐d meet him there to accompany him back into the
land.

KIDS

Ingredients
1 cup ricotta cheese
2 eggs, beaten
2 tsp. vanilla extract
½ tsp. kosher salt
3 tbsp. sugar
⅓ cup flour
Oil for frying
Directions
Mix the ricotta, eggs, and vanilla.
Add the salt and sugar. Mix.
Add the flour, mixing gently.
Heat oil in a medium skillet. Drop
spoonfuls of batter into the hot oil.
Use the back of the spoon to spread
out each one if necessary. Fry 1-2
minutes on each side. Continue until
all batter has been fried.
Serve warm.

TIP: They are good plain, but toppings are
fun. Since these are sweet, I like to serve
them with something tart, like lemon
curd, cranberry sauce, or berry coulis.
Fresh fruit works well too. If you want to
go extra sweet, maple syrup, honey, or
powdered sugar are all good options. Of
course, there’s always the traditional
apple sauce and sour cream… and
anything else that sounds good to you.

Note: These latkes are quite pancakey in
texture.

By Miriam Szokovski

 

Parsha Lesson
Recipe

Sweet Cheese Latkes
 for Chanukah

 

https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/433240/jewish/God.htm
https://www.chabad.org/parshah/article_cdo/aid/3861271/jewish/Making-the-World-Into-a-Home-for-G-d.htm
https://www.chabad.org/search/keyword_cdo/kid/12490/jewish/Szokovski-Miriam.htm


Upcoming events Photos of the week

Bris Avrohom of Fair Lawn
We are your center for everything Jewish, whatever your need may be, do not hesitate to contact us.
Our ever popular holiday celebrations will enable you and your family to celebrate the Jewish holidays in style,
with fun and educational ideas helping to make Judaism relevant to our youth.
Our Torah classes will give you a second opinion on any subject or matter you may be dealing with and our
Holiday programs will allow you to celebrate your Jewish pride with your family and friends. 
Our fun Hebrew School and Day Camp will fill your children with an educated sense of what it means to be
Jewish and our
synagogue services will give you the opportunity to pray, be inspired and experience spirituality.
From pregnancy and baby celebrations to weddings and after life services including Kaddish and unveiling, we
will be there for you and help create a meaningful and memorable experience.
We are here to help you and serve you and look forward to seeing you soon!

Chanukah Family Festival

Sunday, November 28 at 2pm

Celebrate Chanukah with

family, friends and community! 

Enjoy Chanukah crafts,

traditional holiday foods, donut

making, hot latkes, music and

lighting the giant menorah! 

Fun for the entire family!

Dreidels and Drinks

Thursday, December 2 at 8pm

An elegant, social evening for

adults in celebration of

Chanukah! 

Menorah lighting,

entertainment, open bar, sushi

and desserts.

Reserve your own table with

friends!

Hebrew School

This week at Hebrew school,
children learned Hebrew
reading, and started learning
all about Chanukah. The
story, the miracles and what
exactly we are celebrating on
Chanukah. 

MVP Mitzvah
Volunteer Program 

MVP's ,our Mitzvah
volunteers created beautiful
vases to be delivered to
senior homes.

Discussion and Drinks
Chanukah Edition
Wednesday, November 17 at
8pm

Uncovering the lessons from
the Chanukah story to guide
us in our relationships, raising
children and daily life. Light
refreshments and wines.

Rabbi Berel & Leah Zaltzman | Rabbi Mendel & Elke Zaltzman | Rabbi Avrohom & Leah Engel
Bris Avrohom of Fair Lawn

 
30-02 Fair Lawn Avenue. Fair Lawn, New Jersey 07410

 
201-791-7200 | Office@JewishFairLawn.org

www.JewishFairLawn.org | www.Facebook.com/BrisAvrohomFairLawn

Join for lighting the
Menorah at Fair Lawn City
Hall!
Monday, November, 29 at
7pm

Chanukah Gelt, Real Gelt,
Fresh Donuts, Hot Chocolate,
Music & more! 
Honoring Fair Lawn’s Mayor
with Lighting the Menorah.

Jteen Chanukah Bash 2021

A Chanukah celebration for

teens!

Tuesday, November 30 at 6pm

Chanukah party at Rockin

Jump Trampoline Park with

menorah lighting, pizza, fresh

donuts and Chanukah gelt!

Free admission! Open to all

teens in grades 9-12!

Come and bring your friends! 

Bat Mitzvah Club 

First Event: Tuesday,

November 23 at 4pm

Join girls ages 11-13 for a fun

activity and learning about

great Jewish women and

Mitzvot.Bat Mitzvah Club will

meet once a month on

Tuesdays at 4pm- 5:30pm.

Women's Night,
Paint and Wine

Women got together on
Wednesday night to
enjoy a sociable evening
with friends  painting
canvas's and enjoying a
buffet of refreshments
with wine, sushi, and light
desserts

mailto:Office@JewishFairLawn.org
http://www.jewishfairlawn.org/
http://www.facebook.com/BrisAvrohomFairLawn

