
We don’t really think of our homes as holy, but maybe we
should start!
Judaism starts in the home, the main celebration of Judaism is
in the home and centered around the home, the family and the
community.
We often think of holiness when we come to Synagogue on
Shabbat, holidays or Yom Kippur, spirituality is often
synonymous with prayer and Torah study, but in Judaism,
spirituality, holiness and G-dliness are in the home much more
so than anywhere else, even in the Synagogue.
Some of the hallmarks of Jewish observance are love, respect,
humility, being considerate of others, forgiveness and other
person to person qualities which create closeness and unity. G-
d craves peace, love and forgiveness more than anything else.
For this reason the great sage Hillel said “Love your fellow as
you love yourself, is the entire Torah, the rest is commentary”
Where else can these qualities be practiced more often and
more meaningful than in the home?!
So is your home holy? Yes it is!!
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A WORD  OF  TORAH  

A young woman was
being interviewed and
said, "I am giving up
dating." The
interviewer asked what
caused her to take
such a drastic
measure. She replied:
"The last man I met
talked only of himself
for two solid hours.
And then he looked at
me and said, 'Enough
of me talking about
me; tell me what you
think of me.'"

 

A Bisseleh Humor

 

And in the beginning, G‑d was
homeless, and so G‑d asked His
people to set Him up with some digs.
Where does it say that? Well,
nowhere, actually. But it does say that
G‑d instructed Moses to tell the
people, “They shall make for Me a
Sanctuary, that I may dwell among
them.”
Now the question is, was G‑d really
homeless? Wasn’t He already dwelling
with the people? Why, it was just the
other week that we read of the
revelation at Sinai, where G‑d came
down from heaven to earth. So why
suddenly the need for a Sanctuary for
Him?
The answer is that there is a
fundamental difference between Sinai
and the Sanctuary. Sinai represents a
revelation thrust upon the people
from above. G‑d initiated and
activated that encounter. In this
experience, the Jewish people were
somewhat passive. All the thunder
and lightning, physically and
spiritually, came at them from on
high.
The Sanctuary, however, had to be
built by the people themselves. They
had to take the initiative. From the
fundraising campaign to collect the
raw materials needed for the
sanctuary, down to the nuts and bolts
of construction, the Mishkan was a
human-made edifice.
At Sinai the heavens opened for the
greatest sound-and-light show on
earth, leaving a nation mesmerized
and awe-inspired. But they
themselves were passive recipients of
this unique, never-to-be-repeated gift
from above.  To build a Sanctuary
took a whole building campaign. Men
and women, young and old,
everybody rolled up their sleeves. It
took weeks and months of hard labor,
meaningful contributions by every
individual,planning and programming,

designing and then actually
building a holy house for G‑d. We
made it happen. And thereby, it
was the people who brought G‑d
down to earth.
Apparently it was important for
the Jews to appreciate the value
G‑d attaches to self-help and to
DIY projects of a spiritual nature. It
is not good enough to sit around
waiting for the extraordinary
revelations, those once-in-a-
lifetime supernal visits the good
L‑rd might bestow upon us. It is
necessary for us to create the
infrastructure, to take the building
blocks in our hands and “make me
a Sanctuary.”
To put it simply, are we waiting for
G‑d, or is G‑d waiting for us? Who
makes the next move?
G-d gave us the wings. That’s what
Sinai was all about. He gave us a
dose of revelation, of spiritual
shock-and-awe that has saturated
us with an eternal capacity to fly
high, to touch the divine. But those
were just the tools; now we have
to learn to fly. We may have been
endowed with the potential to
develop our connection to
G‑dliness, but after Sinai it’s up to
us to make it happen and to
actually bring our innate power to
the fore.
True revelation is rare. While there
certainly are those special
moments when we witness the
unmistakable presence of G‑d in
our lives, we cannot wait for
lightning to strike. We need to
build our personal sanctuaries for
G‑d in order to embrace Him and
bring Him into our homes and
families.
The Rebbe of Kotzk was once
asked by his teacher, “Where is
G‑d?” He answered, “Wherever you
let Him in.”

Wednesday
February 9
8pm- 9pm



NIn this week's Parshah, Moses receives
instructions on how to build a special sort of
"house" for G‐d, called the mishkan. This is
where G‐d's presence will dwell and where the
Jews will be able to perform services for G‐d. It
was the original synagogue—in fact, our
synagogues today are modeled after, and in place
of, the mishkan of old.
G‐d gives Moses detailed instructions on how to
build the mishkan (also called the Sanctuary), so
that it could travel with the Jews in the desert.
All the objects in the mishkan had rings attached
so poles could be put inside with which to carry
that vessel.
There was an inner chamber in the back, divided
with a beautiful woven curtain, that contained an
ark made of gold and wood, covered with gold
and two cherubim—figures of angel-children. In
the ark were the two tablets that G‐d gave Moses
at Mount Sinai.
In the main room, they were to build a table to
hold the special bread, a menorah (candelabra) of
pure gold that would be lit by every day, and a
square altar on which to bring the ketoret--the
sacrifice made of spices.
The mishkan itself had three walls made out of
forty-eight wooden boards that clicked into one
another, and was covered with tapestries and
curtains made of skins. The fourth wall was an
entranceway covered by a woven curtain.
Surrounding the whole mishkan was a courtyard.

KIDS

3.5 cups pomegranate
juice
1 cup sugar

Dissolve the sugar in the
juice and pour into a
container lined with
parchment paper.
Put container in the
freezer.
When the mixture is
frozen solid, take it out,
break it into pieces and
process in a blender or
food processor with the
remaining half cup of
pomegranate juice until
smooth.
Return it to the pan and
freeze until firm. Let
defrost slightly before
serving.
Optional: Garnish with
fresh pomegranate
seeds.

Ingredients:

Directions
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

 

 

Parsha Lesson Recipe

Pomegranate Sorbet
 
 
 
 
 
 

Souls wait up in heaven for thousands of years, longing for their moment upon this earth to do another soul a
favor.

Angels burn with jealousy each time a human being turns himself around and creates beauty in this world.
Heaven is nice, but on the best things, earth has exclusive rights.

 
 
 
 
 

Daily Dose Of Wisdom

https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/433240/jewish/God.htm
https://www.chabad.org/parshah/article_cdo/aid/2133493/jewish/What-Was-the-Mishkan-Tabernacle.htm


Upcoming events

Bris Avrohom of Fair Lawn
We are your center for everything Jewish, whatever your need may be, do not hesitate to contact us.
Our ever popular holiday celebrations will enable you and your family to celebrate the Jewish holidays in style,
with fun and educational ideas helping to make Judaism relevant to our youth.
Our Torah classes will give you a second opinion on any subject or matter you may be dealing with and our
Holiday programs will allow you to celebrate your Jewish pride with your family and friends. 
Our fun Hebrew School and Day Camp will fill your children with an educated sense of what it means to be
Jewish and our
synagogue services will give you the opportunity to pray, be inspired and experience spirituality.
From pregnancy and baby celebrations to weddings and after life services including Kaddish and unveiling, we
will be there for you and help create a meaningful and memorable experience.
We are here to help you and serve you and look forward to seeing you soon!

Rabbi Berel & Leah Zaltzman | Rabbi Mendel & Elke Zaltzman | Rabbi Avrohom & Leah Engel
Bris Avrohom of Fair Lawn

 
30-02 Fair Lawn Avenue. Fair Lawn, New Jersey 07410

 
201-791-7200 | Office@JewishFairLawn.org

www.JewishFairLawn.org | www.Facebook.com/BrisAvrohomFairLawn

MVP  Program

Thursdays 4pm- 5pm

Geared for boys and girls in

grades 6th - 8th, MVP is

volunteering and Mitzvah

madness, while connecting with

other pre-teens and having a

meaningful impact! 

MVP is open to all junior teens

free of charge!

Photos of the week
Hebrew school

This week at Hebrew School we
continued to practice out Hebrew

reading. The younger classes started
learning about Purim and are super
excited! The older classes continued
their regular curriculum learning all
about the great people of our past

and how we can emulate them
today. 

MVP Program
Middle school kids got

together to make beautiful
and inspiring Shema cards

for seniors in our
community. 

Bat Mitzvah Club Challah Bake

Tuesday, February 15 at 4pm

Learn about the Mitzvah of

baking Challah, and bake you

own Challahs to take home and

enjoy! 

Open to all girls ages 11-13.

Discussion and Drinks

Wednesday, February 9 at 8pm

An engaging class for women,

using the Torah’s timeless

wisdom to gain practical tips and

guidance on relationships, raising

children and daily stress. Light

refreshments and wines served.

Fair Lawn Jewish Day
Camp

FLJDC is all it is because of
its incredible staff. Its

where the staff learn life
skills and are prepared or

the real world, while having
an awesome time and

earning money. 

mailto:Office@JewishFairLawn.org
http://www.jewishfairlawn.org/
http://www.facebook.com/BrisAvrohomFairLawn

