
As Passover approaches ushering in the air of freedom, we
begin to reflect upon our freedom, real freedom, that kind of
freedom that no one can take away from us.
The knowledge that there is a part of us that is essentially free
and totally independent of outside influences.
The conviction that freedom is part of the human condition
and using that freedom to be true to ourselves and to discover
our potentials.
As Jews, we learned this in the very first experience of slavery
and the liberation that came after, which is the celebration of
Passover.
The Torah tell us that we must remember the slavery and tell
our children the story of the Exodus, in order that both we and
our children understand that freedom is a state of mind and a
way of life. And while we long for full fledged freedom, we are
always essentially free, for real freedom cannot be taken away.
That real freedom is not the absence of a slavemaster, it is the
ability for an individual to be true and real to oneself and live a
holy, pure life of being valuable to others, regardless of the
circumstances.
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A WORD  OF  TORAH  

In a military class the
professor asked the
students, "What is the
difference between an
engagement and a
battle?" No one in the
group offered any
answer. The professor
was frustrated. “Didn’t
anyone read the
material in the book?”
he thundered.
Finally, one guy said
that he knew the
answer. "An
engagement is the
thing that came before
marriage," he said,
"while the battle is
what followed it." 

 

A Bisseleh Humor

 

Nowadays, ill health is emblematic of purely physical deficiencies.
For example, diabetes is symptomatic of a lack of insulin, and a
broken arm hurts at the site of the break. Once upon a time,
however, various spiritual malaises were also associated with
physical symptoms. Just as pain is the body's inbuilt mechanism
informing you to slow down for a while, or avoid using the limb in
question till it heals, so, too, diverse spiritual ailments would present
in a physical format as a symptom of the sufferer's moral, ethical or
religious deficiency, and thereby grant one the opportunity to rectify
the problem.
The most famous of such diseases, tzaraat (often mistranslated as
"leprosy"), is extensively discussed in the Torah. Said to strike if the
patient had indulged in gossip or malicious talk, tzaraat would
present as various whitish spots that would break out on one's body,
house or clothes. The Jew in question would visit a cohen to confirm
that he was indeed suffering from tzaraat and then be sent out of
the city to undergo an intensive program of repentance. Once the
symptoms would dissipate he could begin the purification rituals
and subsequently resume regular living.
While the Kohen wasn't paid for his services and thus couldn't be
accused of padding his nest at the community's expense, the
question still remains: why did they need a Kohen?
Were an educated member of the public to diagnose all the
symptoms of tzaraat, the sufferer would still need to have the
diagnosis confirmed by a member of the priesthood, no matter how
ignorant. Even if said Kohen was acting under the direct instructions
of said scholar it would still be the exclusive prerogative of the priest
to formally pronounce the diagnosis.
Kohanim were entrusted with a sacred responsibility. Daily they
would gather in the Temple to bless the nation. Ashkenazim
commemorate this priestly blessing every yom tov (festival), while
Sefardic communities enjoy a daily priestly blessing.
Kohanim have come to symbolize "men of blessing." Innately
concerned with the benefit of the nation and attuned to their every
need, they alone had the capability to render judgment in case of
the occasional malefaction.
Hence an important lesson: Occasionally one observes improper
behavior on the part of another. How tempting to stand in
judgment, and to banish the sinner "out of the camp." From the
Torah's insistence that the Kohen play a part in the drama, no
matter how seemingly redundant his role, we learn that the only
ones qualified to condemn are those who have served their time in
the cause of love.
Only someone who has proven himself to be truly dedicated to the
welfare of others can dare to criticize, and even then, only if he is
willing to involve himself in the process of atonement and
forgiveness.



At the end of last week's Parshah, Shemini,
we began to discuss the laws of purity.
These laws, called the laws of Tumah and
Taharah, are continued in this week's
portion.
The first topic discussed is a woman who
has given birth. She is impure for a set
amount of days, then she immerses in a
mikvah (as mentioned last week, this is a
special body of water that makes a tameh
[impure] person tahor [pure]) and brings a
sacrifice.
All baby boys are to be circumcised at
eight days old; we call this the brit milah.
Next topic of discussion is a unique disease
called tzaraat. It is different from other
illnesses because it has a spiritual cause
and makes a person impure. If a person
thinks he may have this affliction, he must
go to a kohen and the kohen looks for signs
to see whether it's the impurity of tzaraat
or just a regular illness. The Torah teaches
the kohen which signs to look for to
identify the disease as tzaraat.

KIDS Parsha Lesson Recipe

Coconut Macaroons
 

It used to be that the soul fought with the body, until one conquered the other by force.
Then the Baal Shem Tov came and taught a new path: The body, too, could come to appreciate those

things the soul desires.
In the place of self-affliction and fasting, the Baal Shem Tov showed his students the way of meditation

and joy. Every need of the body, he taught, could provide a channel to carry the soul high.
 

Daily Dose Of Wisdom

3 egg whites
2 tbsp. water
¾ cup sugar
¼ cup potato starch
2 cups shredded unsweetened
coconut
1 cup chocolate chips
1 gallon-size zip-top bag

Directions
Pour the water into a saucepan
over low-medium heat. Add the
sugar in small increments until
dissolved. Set aside.
Mix the shredded coconut and
potato starch together in a bowl.
Pour in the sugar syrup and mix.
Whisk or beat the egg whites until
they forms stiff peaks. Gently fold
the egg whites into the coconut
mixture.
Scoop out small balls and place
them on a baking sheet.
Bake at 350°F/180°C for 20 - 25
minutes.
Melt the chocolate and pour into a
zip-top bag. Cut a small hole in the
corner and drizzle over the
macaroons.

Ingredients:

 

https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/762109/jewish/Raise-Your-Hand-If-Youre-A-Kohen.htm
https://www.chabad.org/parshah/article_cdo/aid/376075/jewish/Treating-the-Cause.htm


Upcoming events photos of the week

Bris Avrohom of Fair Lawn
We are your center for everything Jewish, whatever your need may be, do not hesitate to contact us.
Our ever popular holiday celebrations will enable you and your family to celebrate the Jewish holidays in style,
with fun and educational ideas helping to make Judaism relevant to our youth.
Our Torah classes will give you a second opinion on any subject or matter you may be dealing with and our
Holiday programs will allow you to celebrate your Jewish pride with your family and friends. 
Our fun Hebrew School and Day Camp will fill your children with an educated sense of what it means to be
Jewish and our
synagogue services will give you the opportunity to pray, be inspired and experience spirituality.
From pregnancy and baby celebrations to weddings and after life services including Kaddish and unveiling, we
will be there for you and help create a meaningful and memorable experience.
We are here to help you and serve you and look forward to seeing you soon!

Rabbi Berel & Leah Zaltzman | Rabbi Mendel & Elke Zaltzman | Rabbi Avrohom & Leah Engel
Bris Avrohom of Fair Lawn

 
30-02 Fair Lawn Avenue. Fair Lawn, New Jersey 07410

 
201-791-7200 | Office@JewishFairLawn.org

www.JewishFairLawn.org | www.Facebook.com/BrisAvrohomFairLawn

Traditional Passover Seder

Join the table of Rabbi Mendel, Elke

and family for a full traditional Seder,

as the children tell anecdotes,

stories, and insights into the story

of Passover.

Enjoy a full Passover dinner, wines,

grape juice and handmade Shmurah

Matzah.

JTeen Chocolate Model Seder

Thursday, April 7 at 7pm

Experience the Passover Seder all in

chocolate!

Enjoy chocolate Matzahs,

strawberries dipped in chocolate, 4

cups of chocolate sundaes, and

more chocolate madness!!   

Open to all teens in grades 8-12

Hebrew School
This week we
continued
perfecting our
Hebrew reading.
We started
making out very
own special
Haggadah's to
use at the Pesach
Seder! 

MVP Program
Junior teens joined
together for some
Passover fun
decorating
Haggadah's for
Seniors to have for
the Seder. 

Bat Mitzvah Club

Tuesday, April 5 at 4pm

For all bat Mitzvah age girls 11-13 .

Joi us for some Passover fun

decorating your own tambourines

and enjoy snacks, music, and games.

learn about the Jewish women's role

on the exodus from Egypt. 

Passover Seder For Families With

Children

A complete and express Passover

Seder with games, songs, prizes and

an interactive, hands on Passover

experience for children.

Full Passover Dinner served for all

with choice of Wine or Grape Juice

for the 4 Cups and Handmade

Shmurah Matzah.

mailto:Office@JewishFairLawn.org
http://www.jewishfairlawn.org/
http://www.facebook.com/BrisAvrohomFairLawn

