
Everyone wants to be important, wants to matter and be
noticed.
When the Jewish people are counted in this weeks Torah
reading, the word “Naso” is used.
Naso here means “to count” but it also means “to lift up” or “to
cause notice”.
The people who were counted here were given specific jobs to
maintain and transport the temple.
Using the word “Naso” to point these people out, we are being
told that with this job these people were uplifted, counted, and
mattered.

Too often we think that we don’t really matter and what we do
is not noticed.
The Torah here informs us that the most effective and
constructive way to matter is to get busy with things that
matter to others.
To make ourselves useful to others will in turn make us matter.
When we contribute to something that is important for others,
it will in turn make us important.
It is hardest when we don’t feel like doing anything to get up
and do something constructive, but at that time is when it’s
most important and effective.
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A Bisseleh Humor

 

A couple had two little mischievous
boys, ages 8 and 10. They were
always getting into trouble, and
their parents knew that if any
mischief occurred in their town,
their sons would get the blame.
The boys' mother heard that a
rabbi in town had been successful
in disciplining children, so she
asked if he would speak with her
boys. The rabbi agreed and asked
to see them individually.
So, the mother sent her 8-year-old
first, in the morning, with the older
boy to see the rabbi in the
afternoon.
The rabbi, a huge man with a
booming voice, sat the younger
boy down and asked him sternly,
"Where is G-d?"
They boy's mouth dropped open,
but he made no response, sitting
there with his mouth hanging
open.
The rabbi repeated the question.
"Where is G-d?"
Again, the boy made no attempt to
answer.
So, the rabbi raised his voice some
more and shook his finger in the
boy's face and bellowed, "Where is
G-d!?"
The boy screamed and bolted from
the room. He ran directly home
and dove into his closet, slamming
the door behind him.
When his older brother found him
in the closet, he asked, "What
happened?"
The younger brother, gasping for
breath, replied: "We are in real big
trouble this time! G-d is missing,
and they think we did it!"

 

 

“A blessing on your head, mazel tov, mazel tov,” said the Bobba Tzeitel in
Tevye’s dream in Fiddler on the Roof. And doting grandparents do indeed
bestow beautiful blessings upon their loved ones.
But in this week’s Torah reading, G‑d instructs the priests, “This is how you
shall bless the children of Israel,” and then goes on to prescribe the Priestly
Blessings which to this day, the Kohanim, members of the priestly tribe,
confer upon our congregations.
Yivorechecha Hashem: May G‑d bless you and protect you.
Yaer Hashem: May G‑d cause His countenance to shine upon you and give
you grace.
Yisa Hashem: May G‑d raise His countenance towards you and grant you
peace.
The Kohanim pronounce these blessings, but where do they come from?
From G‑d. Each of the three phrases states clearly that G‑d Almighty is doing
the blessing here; the Kohanim are merely His emissaries, His agents on
earth, the conduit by which these heavenly blessings are transmitted to the
people. It’s important to understand and appreciate that only G‑d really
knows how to bless us, and only He knows what we truly need in our lives at
any given time. We often hear, “I wish you everything you wish for yourself.”
Do you have any idea what people wish for themselves? I’m not only talking
about forbidden fantasies, but all kinds of wishful scenarios, ambitious
dreams and desires that may be dangerous, inappropriate, unhealthy, and
unwise. Do people really know what is best for them? Definitely not!
Who blesses us? G‑d, Who knows us better than we know ourselves, and
Who knows what is really best for us. According to Rashi and other Biblical
commentators, the sequence of these blessings is quite deliberate. The first
blessing is that G‑d will grant you wealth. Now that you have acquired wealth,
you need the blessing of G‑d’s security and protection to look after it for you.
May G‑d bless you and protect you. And seeing as the wealthy are not always
well-liked by their communities, the very next blessing is that G‑d will be
gracious to you; meaning that He will grant you what we call in Hebrew-
Yiddish, chein—grace, charm, or charisma. People will warm to you and want
to be in your company. May G‑d cause His countenance to shine upon you
and give you grace. And the final blessing is shalom, peace. Because the more
wealth you accumulate, the more you still want. “He who has 100, wants
200,”3 say the sages. “And he who has 200, wants 400.” It is never-ending.
Today’s billionaires are competing against each other as to who will amass
more billions. That causes lots of stress and anxiety—anything but inner
peace. So G‑d promises us shalom, peace and contentment.
May G‑d raise His countenance towards you and grant you peace.
These three blessings are age-related and refer to the three stages of life we
all experience: youth, mid-life, and seniority.
When we are children, the single most important thing we need to develop as
healthy and stable human beings is security. When parents give love, time,
and attention to their young children, they grow up feeling secure and
wholesome. May G‑d bless you and protect you. Then, in mid-life, when we
are looking for a marriage partner, friends, or people to do business with, the
single most important thing we need is chein, to find favor in other people’s
eyes, to be popular, or at least likeable. May G‑d cause His countenance to
shine upon you and give you grace.
Finally, in our senior years, when we are getting older and perhaps a little
tired, all we want is a little peace and quiet, shalom. It’s wonderful to have the
grandchildren over, right? And isn't it also wonderful when they go home?
May G‑d raise His countenance towards you and grant you peace.
How perfect and appropriate are these blessings! Indeed, we may rely on G‑d
to give us the very best blessings we need. And a hearty Amen to them all.
-adapted from www.chabad.org

A Word Of Torah



The Parshah begins with the completion of the
census (counting of the population) that Moses
started in last week's Parshah (Bamidbar). Here,
G‐d tells Moses to count the the Levites from
ages 30 to 50, because they're the ones who will
do the service of carrying the parts of the
Mishkan, and he gets a total of 8,580 men. (Like
we said last week, the family of Gershon carries
the curtains, the Mishkan's coverings and the
screens for the courtyard; the family of Merari
carries the planks and pillars of the walls; and the
family of Kehat carries the vessels.)
We also read about a nazir--a person who wants
to be extra holy and so agrees to keep away from
certain things, even though they are allowed. The
nazir is not allowed to cut his hair, drink wine or
grape juice, or become impure through contact
with a dead person.
Next G‐d tells Moses about a special mitzvah that
Aaron and his sons have: to bless the People of
Israel. We still do this in the synagogue, at the
end of holiday services—it's called Birkhat
Kohanim.
The last thing the Parshah tells us is about how
each nassi brings an offering for the inauguration
of the altar. The offering brought by each of them
is exactly the same, but the Torah repeats every
one to show that G‐d values each offering as
special.

KIDS Parsha Lesson Recipe

Fruit Punch
 

Torah is the interface between the Infinite and creation.
On the outside, it speaks the language of humankind. On the inside, it is depth without

end.
Grasp either end and you come up with nothing.

Grasp both and you have G‑d Himself.

Daily Dose Of Wisdom

10 strawberries
1/2 cup orange juice
2 slices of pineapple
1 tablespoon sugar
2 tablespoons coconut
milk
4 ice cubes

Beat all the ingredients,
except for the ice, in a
blender for 4 minutes.
Pour it into cups with ice.
Serve it right away.
Optional: Dip the rim of
the cup in a bowl with
water and then in a bowl
with sugar, before
pouring in the punch.
Decorate the the rim with
a slice of an orange.

Ingredients:

Directions:

https://www.chabad.org/parshah/default_cdo/aid/6232/jewish/Torah-Portion.htm
https://www.chabad.org/parshah/article_cdo/aid/2133493/jewish/What-Was-the-Mishkan-Tabernacle.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/287358/jewish/The-Nazir-and-the-Nazirite-Vow.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/433240/jewish/God.htm
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“Sounds like a decent offer,” mused Mr. Aharonson as he reached for the phone. A
carpenter had advertised his workshop in the “For Sale” section of a local paper.

Shortly after an initial conversation, the two men met to discuss the details. The potential
buyer and the seller were both eager to cut a deal, and they soon felt ready to draw up a

contract.
“I’ve made an appointment with the lawyer for tomorrow at 10 o’clock,” said the carpenter

as he stood up.
He extended his hand to Mr. Aharonson, who shook it warmly, but added: “No, tomorrow

is too soon. Although I’m very interested, I want to handle one more detail. You see, I
always ask the Lubavitcher Rebbe for his consent and blessing before confirming any

business transaction.”
Although such an approach is common among the Rebbe’s followers, it was strange to
the carpenter. He agreed, but with some hesitation. “I respect your faith,” he answered,

“but please do not delay too long. After all, I do have other prospective buyers.”
A few days later, the carpenter received a phone call. “I’m sorry,” said Mr. Aharonson. “I

am canceling my offer. The Rebbe implied that the deal is not for me.”
The next day, a fire destroyed the carpentry. However, the financial loss was not as bad

as it might have been had the transaction actually taken place.
The carpentry had been insured by its original owner. Thus, he suffered no major loss. As

a matter of fact, he received more money from the insurance than he would have
received from the sale. Mr. Aharonson, on the other hand, would not have been covered

by this policy.
The Rebbe’s advice thus proved beneficial to both the buyer and the seller in a

transaction that never took place.
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