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Daily Minyan

W E E K L Y  N E W S L E T T E R

Happy Chanukah!!

Non-stop celebrations all week long with our awesome
community!

May the light of Chanukah continue to illuminate our lives
throughout the entire year! 

Light the Chanukah candles before the Shabbos candles this
evening. 
Wishing you a good Shabbos! 

KIDDUSH SPONSOR:
Danny and Tamar Levin

in honor of the birth of dear

daughter

Leah Ariella 

Mazel Tov!! 
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Parshas Mikeitz

Morning service

Friday, December 3

Saturday, December 4

Candle Lighting

Evening Service

4:10pm

4:15pm

Morning Service

Kiddush Brunch

Evening Service

Shabbos Ends

10:00am

12:00pm

4:15pm 

5:14pm

Sunday

Monday - Friday

8:00am

7:00am

Evening service

December 5- 10

Evening Service 4:15pm

SHALOSH SEUDOS SPONSOR
Available 

B"H

Bris Avrohom of Fair Lawn

Rosh Chodesh Teves Chanukah



 

Daily Dose Of Wisdom

A WORD  OF  TORAH  

Place and time:
somewhere in the Soviet
Union in the 1930s. The
phone rings at KGB
headquarters. 
"Hello?" 
"Hello, is this KGB?" 
"Yes. What do you want?" 
"I'm calling to report my
neighbor Yankel Rabinovitz
as an enemy of the State.
He is hiding undeclared
diamonds in his firewood." 
"This will be noted." 
The next day, the KGB
goons come over to
Rabinovitz's house. They
search the shed where the
firewood is kept, break
every piece of wood, find
no diamonds, swear at
Yankel Rabinovitz and
leave. The phone rings at
Rabinovitz's house. 
"Hello, Yankel! Did the KGB
come?" 
"Yes."
"Did they chop your
firewood?" 
"Yes, they did." 
"Okay, now it's your turn
to call. I need my vegetable
patch plowed.

 

A Bisseleh Humor

The act of lighting the Chanukah menorah contains the entire purpose of every human being.
Because every human soul entered this world for one reason alone: To be a lamp. To bring light wherever
there is darkness.
When you give people faith in themselves, in their future, in the sanctity of their own souls, you have not
only brought them light—you have made them into human lamps.
You have given them their purpose.

 

At the heart of the Chanukah story is the heroism of the Maccabees. While the Greeks had sophisticated weapons
of war, along with lightning-fast chariots, the Jews operated almost entirely on foot. The Greeks were an empire, a
world power; the Jews were a band of upstarts. The Greeks were led by experienced generals, and the Maccabees
by a family of priests. The gulf in numbers, training and equipment was immense. That is why the eventual victory
against the Greeks is a central part of the miracle of Chanukah. No one observing this mismatched struggle would
have given the Jews even the slightest chance. By any reasonable estimation, their vastly unequal footing would
have made the instigation of war a straightforward suicide mission! There was simply no natural way for the Jews
to have succeeded in their endeavor. We may then ask: Is it even permitted according to Jewish law to put oneself
in such certain danger? Of course, according to the Torah, war is permitted when circumstances warrant it. In
some cases, it is even obligatory. Needless to say, war is dangerous and typically leads to many deaths. But one
wages war with the objective of being victorious, and the losses are the price of conflict. Here, however, the war
seemed totally hopeless, as there seemed to be no way that it could have ended in anything other than total
defeat. In hindsight, we know that “a great miracle happened there,” and a historic victory was achieved. But the
Jews could not have known this would happen. Based on the facts available to them, their objective was
impossible to achieve, and was destined to result in deadly consequences. By what right did the Maccabees
initiate a conflict that, according to any reasonable assessment, was going to conclude in carnage?
Now, Jewish law requires a person to accept death rather than violate one of the three cardinal sins: idolatry,
murder, and incest. During times of oppression, the requirement to defy the oppressor even at the pain of death
extends to violating any Torah law. In the story of Chanukah, the Greeks opposed the practice of Judaism and had
banned the observance of many basic Jewish rituals. In situations such as these, risking one’s life by refusing to
transgress is legitimate. But while individuals refusing to bow is one thing, triggering a full-scale conflict that is
bound to unleash the full power of the Greek army is quite another. The Jews could have continued to risk their
lives defying Greek oppression, while stopping short of a head-on conflict. Today, we think of the Maccabees as
heroes because they were successful. But does that justify the highly reckless military adventure that could have
ended in a bloodbath? History may have vindicated them, but what is their legal justification?
The Rebbe provides a novel insight into the motivation behind the Maccabees’ stance. Who were the Maccabees,
and why were they the ones leading the charge? In the “Haneirot Hallalu” liturgy we recite after lighting the
Chanukah candles, we are told that the great miracles and salvation came about “by the hands of the holy priests
(kohanim).” Maimonides also says, “... then the sons of Chashmonai, the high priests, prevailed …” Why are they
described in this way? What seems relevant is that they were warriors, not their priestly status.
It must be, the Rebbe concludes, that it was their unique background as religious leaders that led them to wage
war. How so? Several halachic authorities rule that there is a situation in which it is permissible – even meritorious
– to give up one’s life over even the smallest point of Jewish practice: A person who is “great, pious, or “G‑d fearing”
at a time when Judaism is at risk of collapse. Sadly, there have been many occasions in Jewish history where an
oppressive regime has taken upon itself to crush Judaism. Think of the communist Soviet Union, especially in its
early decades. The battle the Jewish people faced at those times was not about specific practices or rituals, but
about the very existence of Judaism. The Greeks at the time of Chanukah were not merely objecting to specific
Jewish rites; they were at war with the religion itself. The Greek agenda posed an existential threat to Judaism. As
we recite in the special addition to the Amida prayer on Chanukah, the enemy’s goal was: “to make [us] forget Your
Torah, and to make [us] transgress the laws You willed.”8 In such a situation, halachah allows for noble-spirited
Jewish leaders to take the fight to the oppressor, regardless of the risk. When the fight is for the very survival of
the faith, it becomes a matter of standing for principle – and it is incumbent upon the saintliest individual to set
the example. It is therefore central to the conflict in the Chanukah story that it was waged by the priests. They
were the ones who needed to be prepared to make the ultimate sacrifice to prevent Judaism from slipping into
oblivion. It mattered little to them how great the risk, or how poor their chances of survival. They were not
standing up for a single mitzvah; they were defending the entire faith.
By instigating a war against the Greeks, regardless of the risk or the cost, the Maccabees were making a statement
for their generation, and for all generations to come: There are people of stature who will never reconcile
themselves with the destruction of Judaism.
Their act of supreme courage stands as a beacon for all eternity, that when it comes to the survival of Judaism
there is no way we will ever capitulate. No matter the size or power of the opposition, and irrespective of their
ruthlessness, we will stand our ground.
The outcome of that fateful battle was miraculous, but it was based on the towering courage of heroic believers.
When we kindle our Chanukah candles each year, the light that glows is the spirit of faith and determination of the
Maccabees. We recall their commitment to spreading light in the face of overwhelming darkness. We carry their
torch today. We need to have the courage of our convictions. That is today’s miracle.



Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, is frustrated. He has had two dreams—one in
which he sees seven fat cows swallowed by seven skinny cows, and one in
which seven fat ears of grain are swallowed by seven lean ears—and he
wants to understand what they mean. He calls all his interpreters and
magicians, but nobody can explain the meaning of the dreams. Then, the
chief butler speaks up and tells Pharaoh of this man he met in prison,
Joseph, who interpreted his and the chief baker's dreams exactly right. So
Pharaoh sends messengers to prison and Joseph is brought before him.
When Joseph hears the dreams, he explains to Pharaoh their meaning:
There will be seven years of plenty in the land, when there will be a lot of
food for everybody to eat. This will be followed by seven years of hunger,
when no food will grow. Joseph then advises Pharaoh to hire somebody to
be in charge of storing food for the first seven years, so that there will be
food to eat during the years of hunger. Pharaoh is so impressed by
Joseph's interpretation and his advice that he appoints him to be prime
minister of Egypt, in charge of the food in the whole country. Joseph then
marries Asenat and they have two sons, Mennaseh and Ephraim.
Joseph's interpretation comes true and in the next seven years Egypt has
plenty of extra food, which Joseph puts away in special storage places he
has set up. When the years of famine begin, in all the surrounding lands
people are hungry, but in Egypt there is food for everyone.
Now, back in the Land of Canaan, Jacob and his sons are starving,
because the famine is severe and they don't have food. So Jacob sends
them to Egypt to buy food, but he keeps his youngest son Benjamin at
home because he is worried for his safety. So ten of Joseph's brothers
arrive in Egypt and they go to Joseph to try to buy some grain. Joseph
recognizes them immediately but they have no idea who he is—as far as
they know, they are simply speaking to the prime minister of Egypt.
Joseph accuses them of being spies, and says he will not believe that they
are innocent until they bring back Benjamin. The brothers speak to each
other, saying that maybe they are having these difficulties because of the
way they treated their brother Joseph long ago when they sold him into
slavery. They don't realize that Joseph understands them because they
speak in Hebrew. But he does, and he is so overcome that he quickly
leaves the room as he bursts into tears. The brothers then go back to
Canaan to get Benjamin, all except Shimon, who is put into prison by
Joseph to ensure that they come back.
When they come back to Canaan, Jacob refuses to send Benjamin. He
says, "It's not enough that Joseph and Shimon are gone? You want to also
take Benjamin?" But then the food runs out and Judah promises to be
responsible for Benjamin, so Jacob agrees to let them go.
This time, Joseph is very nice to them and invites them to a dinner at his
palace. But then he tells one of his servants to put his special silver
goblet in Benjamin's bag. When the brothers try to leave the next
morning, Joseph sends his messenger after them. The brothers are
shocked that they are suspected of stealing. They say, "Why would we
steal? Go ahead, search our packages, we have taken nothing." Their bags
are searched and the goblet is found in Benjamin's bag. The brothers are
shocked and horrified.
Joseph says that as punishment for the theft, he will take Benjamin as a
slave. The brothers know that they can not return without Benjamin.
What will happen now? We will have to wait until next week to find out,
because with this the parsha ends.

KIDS

Rhodes frozen dinner rolls (or similar)
Oil for frying
Jam for filling (or filling of your
choice)
Confectioners sugar for topping (or
topping of your choice)

Allow dough to defrost and rise
according to the instructions on the
back of the bag.
Heat oil (in a pot or deep fryer) to
350°F (180°C).
Fry doughnuts for a minute or two on
each side, until the outside is golden
and the center is cooked through.
Remove with a slotted spoon and set
on a cooling rack or a plate lined with
paper towels.
Allow doughnuts to cool. Use a knife
to poke a hole from the side into the
center, fill with jam or filling of your
choice. Click here for more detailed
directions showing how to fill your
doughnuts.
Top with powdered sugar.

Want to make fresh, hot doughnuts with a
fraction of the work? This hack has been
going around for sometime and I finally
tried it. It's a game-changer! Instead of
making dough, waiting for it to rise,
shaping it, giving it a second rise … you
can just buy frozen dinner rolls, let them
defrost and rise as is, and continue with
the frying from there! Less work, less
cleanup, and really not a whole lot lost in
terms of taste.
Ingredients

Directions
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

 

Parsha Lesson
Recipe

Easiest Donuts 
 
 
 

https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/588018/jewish/Israel.htm
https://www.chabad.org/recipes/recipe_cdo/aid/2345214/jewish/Cranberry-Jelly-Sufganiyot-Doughnuts.htm


Upcoming events Photos of the week

Bris Avrohom of Fair Lawn
We are your center for everything Jewish, whatever your need may be, do not hesitate to contact us.
Our ever popular holiday celebrations will enable you and your family to celebrate the Jewish holidays in style,
with fun and educational ideas helping to make Judaism relevant to our youth.
Our Torah classes will give you a second opinion on any subject or matter you may be dealing with and our
Holiday programs will allow you to celebrate your Jewish pride with your family and friends. 
Our fun Hebrew School and Day Camp will fill your children with an educated sense of what it means to be
Jewish and our
synagogue services will give you the opportunity to pray, be inspired and experience spirituality.
From pregnancy and baby celebrations to weddings and after life services including Kaddish and unveiling, we
will be there for you and help create a meaningful and memorable experience.
We are here to help you and serve you and look forward to seeing you soon!

Chanukah Family Festival

JTeen
Chanukah

Bash 
Teens in our community
had a rocking time a
Rockin Jump trampoline
park, where they jumped,
had pizza and donuts,
receives Chanukah Gelt
and lit the Menorah. 

Rabbi Berel & Leah Zaltzman | Rabbi Mendel & Elke Zaltzman | Rabbi Avrohom & Leah Engel
Bris Avrohom of Fair Lawn

 
30-02 Fair Lawn Avenue. Fair Lawn, New Jersey 07410

 
201-791-7200 | Office@JewishFairLawn.org

www.JewishFairLawn.org | www.Facebook.com/BrisAvrohomFairLawn

Bat Mitzvah Club 
  

Join girls ages 11-13 for a

fun activity and learning

about great Jewish women

and Mitzvot. Bat Mitzvah

Club will meet once a month

on Tuesday at 4pm- 5pm.

 

MVP  Program

Thursdays 4pm- 5pm
 

Geared for boys and girls in

grades 6th - 8th, MVP is

volunteering and Mitzvah

madness, while connecting

with other pre-teens and

having a meaningful impact! 

MVP is open to all junior

teens free of charge!

City Hall Menorah Lighting

mailto:Office@JewishFairLawn.org
http://www.jewishfairlawn.org/
http://www.facebook.com/BrisAvrohomFairLawn

