
Life is filled with many opportunities, most of which just fly right
by us without realizing the tremendous potential that lay before
us.
It can get depressing when realizing how much we could have
done, how much we could have capitalized on and achieved if
only we were focused on those circumstances that seemed
simple but, contained so much potential for us.
But do not despair, the Torah is here!!
Some people once complained to Moses about an opportunity
that they missed out on. Instead of saying to them, “you snooze,
you lose” Moses said, wait here and let me ask G-d if he thinks
you should be included despite you missing on the original
opportunity.
The verdict came back shortly afterwards.
G-d said, create a new opportunity especially for those who
could not participate in the first round for no fault of their own.
With this simple story we are taught the incredible lesson in life.
Never give up, it is never too late, don’t stop trying even when all
seems lost and there is nothing left to do. We can still achieve
great things, even to the extent that when G-d sees that we are
earnest in our efforts, new opportunities will be created just for
us.
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A Bisseleh Humor

 

They tell this story
about Winston
Churchill. As Savior
of the free world he
felt himself entitled
to grab a little
shuteye (“schlof”, or
nap) in the House of
Commons. When a
fellow Parliament
member approached
him and said “Must
you fall asleep when I
am speaking?”
Churchill answered,
“No, it is purely
voluntary.”

 

 

“This week's Parshah tells the story of a group of men who were unable
to bring the Passover offering on its appointed time, and approached
Moses with a sincere request: "Why should we lose out?" It so happened
that these individuals had been occupied with a good deed—according
to some it was nothing less than carrying the remains of Joseph from
Egypt en route to his final resting place in Shechem in the Holy Land—
and because of their contact with the dead were "ritually impure" and
thus unfit to bring the offering.
Moses consulted G‑d and was told that, in fact, the men were quite right.
Henceforth, those who were ritually impure or far away at the time the
Passover offering was brought on the 14th of Nissan would be given a
second chance exactly one month later on the 14th of Iyar to make good
their lost opportunity.
There are many important lessons from this law, known as Pesach Sheini
("the Second Passover"), such as "It's never too late." There are second
chances in life for all of us. Or, that G‑d sometimes waits to see if we
really want something badly enough to demand it and only then does He
give it to us. But now I'd like to share with you an important message I
once heard.
He said that what those men in Moses' day did was actually quite
inspiring. You see, they didn't really have to come and plead with Moses
for a second chance. After all, they had the perfect alibi. They could have
simply said, "Sorry, we were busy with another mitzvah." They were
spiritually unable to participate. They had no reason to feel guilty. They
couldn't be faulted. And yet, it did bother them. They felt left out and
genuinely desired to be together with their brethren in the observance of
another mitzvah, the Passover offering. People who had every
opportunity to be free of obligation and willfully choose to actively seek
obligation are indeed deserving of honorable mention. It is right that they
should be singled out in the Torah for their sincerity and devotion.
We're all very good at making excuses: It's too cold, too hot, too
expensive, too difficult etc, etc... Too many of us take the path of least
resistance. 
"The difference between a success and a failure is that a failure makes
excuses and a success makes a plan."
Let's not look for excuses. Don't opt for the easy way out. Let us learn
from the men in the wilderness who could have had every excuse in the
book and yet happily chose to look for a new mitzvah and to share in the
good deed of their community.
-adapted from www.chabad.org

A Word Of Torah

To come back home takes but a moment.
One moment a being is at an ultimate distance from her G‑d

and from her true self; the next she is in complete union.
The power to return is beyond time.

Daily Dose Of Wisdom



The Parshah begins with the instruction for Aaron to light the
Menorah in the Mishkan. The Menorah had seven branches made
out of one lump of solid gold according to the fiery image that
G‐d had shown Moses. Next we read about how Moses initiates
the Levites to do their service in the Mishkan. Every man from the
tribe of Levi between the ages of 20 and fifty served in the
Mishkan by helping the Kohanim (priests) do their work.
Some background information on the next incident: What we're
reading about here is the Jew's first year in the desert after they
came out of Egypt. So as they neared the end of the year, they
had to prepare for their first Passover. The most important part
of celebrating Passover was bringing an offering in the Mishkan—
the Paschal sacrifice (called the Korban Pesach). So, in this
Parshah, G‐d commands the Jews to prepare and bring the
sacrifice. But some of the people are impure (tameh) because they
have come in contact with a dead body and so they can't bring the
sacrifice.
Now, instead of just thinking, "Oh, too bad, we'll have to wait till
next year," these people are really upset. So they go to Moses and
say, "Why should we miss out on doing the mitzvah? We also want
to bring the Paschal sacrifice!" Moses passes over their question
to G‐d, asking what they should do. And lo and behold, G‐d tells
them that they will get a second chance. Exactly a month after
Passover will be Pesach Sheini—the Second Passover, when
everybody who wasn't able to bring the Paschal Sacrifice in the
right time has another opportunity to bring it. This is a very
important story because it teaches us that it's never too late to do
a good deed and that we always get a second chance.
Now we read a bit about how the Jews rested and camped in the
desert. There was a "Cloud of Glory" over the Mishkan that
represented G‐d's presence. Whenever the cloud was over the
Mishkan, the Jews camped in that place. When the cloud lifted,
they began traveling, until it came down again upon the Mishkan,
when they stopped. G‐d also told Moses to make two silver
trumpets. Different sounds were blown for different occasions:
when Moses wanted to talk to the leaders of the tribe, when it
was time to begin traveling, when Moses wanted to gather the
whole nation, when the Jews were going to war, and when
bringing the sacrifices on special holidays.
Every night, manna came down in the camp, and every morning,
the people gathered and ate it. But now, after a year, the people
complain that they are sick of eating the manna and want meat.
G‐d promises to send them meat and the next day large swarms
of quail come over the camp, and the Jews have more than
enough meat to eat.
G‐d tells Moses to appoint seventy people to help him in his job;
he does so and these seventy people get some of Moses' spirit.
Miriam says something bad about Moses and she gets stricken
with tzaraat (remember learning about it in Parshat Tazria?). She
has to be outside the camp for seven days, and the Jews don't
travel for those seven days, waiting until she is healed.

KIDS Parsha Lesson Recipe

Cloud Meringues
 4 egg whites

½ teaspoon cream of tartar
⅛ teaspoon salt
1 cup sugar
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
Ziploc bag
Lollipop sticks or skewers

Preheat the oven to 225° Fahrenheit
.
Place the egg whites in a standing
mixer or in a bowl with a hand
mixer. Turn the mixer on to the
highest speed and whip the egg
whites until they form hard peaks.
Next, add the rest of the ingredients
and continue to mix for another few
minutes until the mixture is well
combined. The texture should
resemble marshmallow fluff.
Scoop out the mixture and place
into a large ziploc bag. Cut a hole
into the corner of the bag.
Prepare a tray with parchment
paper and lollipop sticks spaced
apart.
Pipe “clouds” onto the top of each
lollipop stick, by piping mini circles.
Use the back of a spoon to smooth
the piped meringue so that there
are no gaps. You can also use the
spoon to create some peaks and
texture.
 
Place the cloud pops in the
preheated oven and bake for one
hour. Turn off the oven after an
hour and allow the meringues to
cool for another 30-60 minutes in
the oven.
Remove the pops from the oven.
Enjoy them as pops or add them
onto a cupcake or mini mousse trifle
dessert.

Ingredients:

Directions:

https://www.chabad.org/multimedia/video_cdo/aid/2271401/jewish/The-Design-of-the-Temple-Menorah.htm
https://www.chabad.org/parshah/article_cdo/aid/2133493/jewish/What-Was-the-Mishkan-Tabernacle.htm
https://www.chabad.org/holidays/passover/default_cdo/jewish/Passover.htm
https://www.chabad.org/parshah/default_cdo/aid/6232/jewish/Torah-Portion.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/433240/jewish/God.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/4463795/jewish/What-Was-the-Manna.htm
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We are your center for everything Jewish, whatever your need may be, do not hesitate to contact us.
Our ever popular holiday celebrations will enable you and your family to celebrate the Jewish holidays in style,
with fun and educational ideas helping to make Judaism relevant to our youth.
Our Torah classes will give you a second opinion on any subject or matter you may be dealing with and our
Holiday programs will allow you to celebrate your Jewish pride with your family and friends. 
Our fun Hebrew School and Day Camp will fill your children with an educated sense of what it means to be
Jewish and our
synagogue services will give you the opportunity to pray, be inspired and experience spirituality.
From pregnancy and baby celebrations to weddings and after life services including Kaddish and unveiling, we
will be there for you and help create a meaningful and memorable experience.
We are here to help you and serve you and look forward to seeing you soon!
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In 1961, President Kennedy firmly committed the U.S. to landing a man on the moon by the end of the decade. You know
what that means. When the commander-in-chief says, “Jump!” we at NASA didn't even have to ask, “How high?” We already

knew: as high as the moon.
It was audacious, when you think about it. The president announced his national goal, and we were obliged to pull it off, ready

or not. At this point, we hadn't even seen the back side of the moon! The truth is, we weren't even completely sure it wasn't
made of green cheese! Or, as one of our professors asked, “What if the moon is made of Jell-O powder? What if our

spacecraft landed on the moon, and then returned, splashed down in the sea, and the whole ocean coagulated?! We just
didn't have any idea.
What is a biologist?

I was part of the team of biologists — although I use that word advisedly. What in heck is a biologist? You can be a zoologist
and know something about animals, or you can be a botanist and know something about plants. But what's a biologist? So far

as I know, a biologist is a high school teacher — that's the only place they exist. How could anyone study life? We can't even
define it!

How do you define life? What would the elements be?
Let's say we go up to Mars and we're going to search for life. The first thing we'd do is search for things we know are alive

when we see them here on earth.
We’d look for things we know — plants, animals, microbes, that sort of thing.

But why would we be so arrogant as to assume that life cycles on Mars are the same as we have here on earth? If we go to
Mars and expect to find a field of wildflowers, and we actually see wildflowers, then fine. There's life. But if we don't see

wildflowers, then there's no life?
In winter, during my classes in Minneapolis, I have my students look out the window and I direct their attention to a little

group of oak trees standing in maybe two to three feet of snow.
I ask them: “Suppose I told you that of those six trees, two are dead and four are living. How would you decide which ones are

alive?”
The truth is, with those trees, you can't tell which ones are alive until spring comes.

The definition of life is not an absolute thing. It depends on opportunity. A thing can be alive but in a dormant state, and you
can't tell until you give the thing an opportunity to flourish.

The Rebbe was famous for never, ever, accepting aWhat if you can't wait until springtime? pessimistic point of view. He always
insisted on assuming the best, the most optimistic scenario. In all of his outreach work to Jews all over the world, he always

assumed that every Jew would happily adopt a Torah way of life if he just had the opportunity.
You have to give Torah an opportunity. When you give a Jew an opportunity to come closer to G‑d, he'll take that opportunity,

and he'll love it. He will flourish. You might have to wait until springtime, of course. Life is there, but you can't see it all the
time.

And what if you can't wait until springtime? Then you'd better make some artificial springtime right now. Bring springtime into
the world, right now. Whatever the season.
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