
It's natural for people to get dirty. Even the most pristine lifestyle will
require the individual to regularly seek a cleansing process because, as
said, it’s natural for people to get dirty. But it’s also natural to want to
get clean. In fact, it is enjoyable and refreshing to get clean,
particularly after experiencing being unclean. If there was no concept
of getting dirty, there would be no particular benefit or joy from being
clean. In life there is more than physical dirt, there are also unclean
thoughts, words and actions. The Torah is very specific and points out
that an individual engaging in certain behaviors or who has certain
experiences will become unclean. The Torah is also very specific about
how the individual can become clean again, and outlines the process
for cleanliness, requiring the individual to become clean again.
It is such a great lesson and skill in life to be able to recognize when
we need to do some cleaning, more importantly that we are able to do
cleaning, that no matter how unclean or dirty an individual may be,
there is always a way to get clean.
In fact in many cases, the very realization that “I need to get clean” is
the result of having grown intellectually, emotionally and certainly
spiritually.
One can even argue that the individual who becomes dirty and gets
clean is much cleaner than the individual who never became dirty and
therefore has never seeked cleansing.
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A WORD  OF  TORAH  

Bill, Jim, and Scott were
at a convention together
sharing a large suite at
the top of a 75-story
hotel. After a long day of
meetings, they were
shocked to hear that the
elevators in their hotel
were broken, and they
would have to climb 75
flights of stairs to get to
their room.
Bill said to Jim and Scott,
"Let's break the
monotony of this
unpleasant task by
concentrating on
something interesting.
I'll tell jokes for 25
flights, Jim can sing
songs for the next 25
flights and Scott will tell
sad stories for the rest
of the way." On the 26th
floor, Bill stopped telling
jokes and Jim began to
sing. At the 51st floor,
Jim stopped singing and
Scott began to tell sad
stories.
"I will tell my saddest
story first," he said. "I
left the room key in the
car."

 

A Bisseleh Humor

 

The two portions of Tazria and Metzora are perhaps the most difficult
and technical in the book of Leviticus.
The first portion, Tazria, describes the laws of impurity caused by tzaraat,
a form of leprosy that afflicts human flesh and garments. Tzaraat is a
malady that came upon a person as a consequence of slandering or
gossiping about another person, as well as other sins.
The next portion, Metzora, describes the process of purification from this
leprosy. Only after discussing the purification of the body and garments
does the Torah introduce a third type of leprosy, one that afflicts the walls
of a home. This is immediately followed by the laws of purification for the
home.
Why, when talking about the leprosy that afflicts the person and the
garments, are the affliction and its purification taught in two separate
portions? This is not the case when discussing the topic of leprosy of the
home—the purification process is taught immediately after, and in the
same portion as, the affliction.
Anyone looking at life objectively can appreciate that a setback can be an
opportunity for growth. Challenge has the potential to bring out the best
in the human soul.
But that is theoretical.
When we experience an actual struggle in life, our perspective may be
very different. We do not feel anything positive or constructive in our
moment of despair and pain. Pain hurts. It does not build.
Eventually, when we find the courage and strength to pick ourselves up
and overcome the challenge, we feel as though we have reached a new
state of being. Only after we are removed from the painful situation are
we capable of looking back and realizing that the person we have become
is very much a result of the previous challenge that we tried so hard to
escape.
This is the reason that the affliction of tzaraat and its purification are
written in two separate portions. From the human perspective, the
purification is a new beginning; it is an escape from the impurity, not its
culmination.
Things are very different from G‑d’s perspective. The purpose of the
challenge is to lead a person to greater heights. But we humans are not
always capable of seeing it that way.
In describing the tzaraat that afflicted the home, the Torah says: “When
you come to the land of Canaan, which I am giving you as a possession,
and I place an affliction of tzaraat upon a house in the land of your
possession.” The Midrash teaches that from the words of the verse we
learn that G‑d Himself placed the affliction of tzaraat on the house, so it
was in fact a blessing. For when the Israelites removed the afflicted
stones from their homes, they discovered treasures that the native
Canaanites had hidden within the walls.
The tzaraat of the home was taught to us from G‑d’s perspective. Every
affliction is just a facade, begging to be pulled away so we can discover a
great treasure. By telling us the laws of the home’s purification
immediately after the affliction, the Torah asks us to keep G‑d’s
perspective in mind. This will give us the strength to transform challenge
to treasure.



A Metzora is a person who has tzaraat. This
person is impure and has to leave the camp (or
city) and wait there until the tzaraat goes
away. When the kohen visits him outside of the
camp and sees that he no longer has tzaraat,
he does a special procedure with two birds,
spring water, a cedar stick, a strip of red wool,
and a bundle of the herb hyssop. Then the
person washes his clothing, shaves his hair and
immerses in the mikvah. He is now purified
and may return to the camp.
Houses can also be afflicted with tzaraat, and
again it is the kohen's job to identify it. If he
detects tzaraat in the walls, he locks up the
house and it is left alone for seven days. If the
tzaraat then disappears, the house is fine, but
if nothing happens, or if the tzaraat has
spread, the afflicted stones are removed and
replaced, the walls are replastered, and the
house is locked up for another seven days. If
after the second week the kohen sees that the
tzaraat has spread, he declares the the house
tameh and it is burned or destroyed.
Garments can also be afflicted with tzaraat.
The treatment of an afflicted garment is
similar to that of a house.
The end of the parshah discusses three other
types of impurity, and how someone can be
purified from each one.

KIDS Parsha Lesson Recipe

Coconut Balls
 

The Haggadah itself admits: The liberation from Egypt remains incomplete. Poverty remains. Evil thrives. We are
all still slaves. What went wrong? It was that G‑d took us out of bondage “with a strong hand and an outstretched
arm.” We were grabbed and lifted out of there. Which means we really never left. Every day since, we’ve been

running from slavery in Egypt. Because the only way to attain real freedom is to take some responsibility for your
own life, with conviction, purpose and meaning. You need to be a partner in your own Exodus. That’s why we

come to the Seder. To finish off where the Exodus left off. To participate in our own liberation.
 
 

Daily Dose Of Wisdom

1/2 C. raisins
3/4 C. walnuts
1/2 C. dried dates, pitted
1/2 C. dried apricots
2 T. orange juice
1 tsp. zest of one orange
1 small bag unsweetened
shredded coconut

Directions
In a food processor, process
raisins, walnuts, dates and
apricots for 1-2 minutes or
until finely chopped. 
Add juice and zest and
blend for 1-2 minutes more.
 Chill mixture in refrigerator
for 15 minutes. 
Dampen hands, form
mixture into balls, and roll
them in coconut.
Store balls in refrigerator.

Ingredients:

 

https://www.chabad.org/parshah/article_cdo/aid/5465992/jewish/From-Pale-to-Passion.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/762109/jewish/Raise-Your-Hand-If-Youre-A-Kohen.htm


Upcoming events photos of the week

Bris Avrohom of Fair Lawn
We are your center for everything Jewish, whatever your need may be, do not hesitate to contact us.
Our ever popular holiday celebrations will enable you and your family to celebrate the Jewish holidays in style,
with fun and educational ideas helping to make Judaism relevant to our youth.
Our Torah classes will give you a second opinion on any subject or matter you may be dealing with and our
Holiday programs will allow you to celebrate your Jewish pride with your family and friends. 
Our fun Hebrew School and Day Camp will fill your children with an educated sense of what it means to be
Jewish and our
synagogue services will give you the opportunity to pray, be inspired and experience spirituality.
From pregnancy and baby celebrations to weddings and after life services including Kaddish and unveiling, we
will be there for you and help create a meaningful and memorable experience.
We are here to help you and serve you and look forward to seeing you soon!

Rabbi Berel & Leah Zaltzman | Rabbi Mendel & Elke Zaltzman | Rabbi Avrohom & Leah Engel
Bris Avrohom of Fair Lawn

 
30-02 Fair Lawn Avenue. Fair Lawn, New Jersey 07410

 
201-791-7200 | Office@JewishFairLawn.org

www.JewishFairLawn.org | www.Facebook.com/BrisAvrohomFairLawn

Traditional Passover Seder

Join the table of Rabbi Mendel, Elke

and family for a full traditional Seder,

as the children tell anecdotes,

stories, and insights into the story

of Passover.

Enjoy a full Passover dinner, wines,

grape juice and handmade Shmurah

Matzah.

Hebrew School
This week we
continued
perfecting our
Hebrew reading.
We had a blast
making our own
matzah, complete
with rolling out
the dough and
making holes it in
it so it doesn't
rise. 

Bat Mitzvah Club
Bat Mitzvah Age
girls go together
and leaned about
the faith of the
Jewish women in
Egypt and
decorated beautiful
tambourines. 

Passover Seder For Families With

Children

A complete and express Passover

Seder with games, songs, prizes and

an interactive, hands on Passover

experience for children.

Full Passover Dinner served for all

with choice of Wine or Grape Juice

for the 4 Cups and Handmade

Shmurah Matzah.

Jteen chocolate
model Seder
Teens got
together to get in
the spirit of
Pesach with a
model Seder all
in chocolate!

mailto:Office@JewishFairLawn.org
http://www.jewishfairlawn.org/
http://www.facebook.com/BrisAvrohomFairLawn

