
Shabbos Times 
20March , Friday 

Candle Lighting 

6:51 pm 

  

Saturday, March 21 

Shabbos Ends 

7:51 pm 

WEEKLYNEWSLETTER 
Shabbos March 21, 2020     25 Adar 5780 
Parashas HaChodesh     Parshas Vayakhel-Pekudei 
Blessing the New Month of Nissan 
Rosh Chodesh is Thursday March 26    
The moon will be visible Tuesday March 24 10:14am and 11 parts 

Office Hours 
 

Monday - Thursday:  
9:00 am - 3:00 pm 

Friday:  
9:00 am - 12:30 pm  

Online Weekday Services Due to Social Distancing  
 

All our minyanim are currently suspended, instead we present you with Online Con-

nection. 
In order to maintain as much of a normal schedule as possible, you will have the option of con-
necting online for learning and davening. 

 
Connecting online is not required, but strongly encouraged for our regular minyan group and any-
one who wants to join. This will keep our morale up, and we will have an opportunity to connect 
on some level at least. 
 
Online connection is not a real minyan, we cannot say kaddish or read the torah, it is only for 
purposes of having a set time for davening, group learning, and maintaining a connection with 
each other. 
 

Online connection is for weekdays only, Shabbos services are not part of online connection. 
 
 We will each daven in our own homes at the set time, (see below) 

 We will connect using google meet. (connection info will be published in the minyan chat). 

 We will hear one person daven out loud just like a Chazan would in shul. 

 Each of us can follow along with chazan or at our own pace. 

Find a quiet room and a secure place for your laptop or phone so you don’t have to hold it while 
davening. 

Schedule on the back page 



The Jewish people were eager to 
donate. The project, the building 
of the Tabernacle in the desert, 
was a symbol that, despite the 
pain of betrayal with the Golden 
Calf, the relationship had been 
restored and strength-
ened. G‑d desired to dwell in the 
midst of the Jewish camp. 
The people donated enthusiasti-
cally: bracelets; earrings; rings; 
blue, purple and crimson wool; 
linen; goat hair; red-dyed ram 
skins; tachash skins; silver and 
copper were some of the items 
that were gifted. 
There was, however, one item 
that Moses refused to accept. 
The Torah describes that the 
women contributed even more 
than the men. They even brought 
their mirrors to be used in the 
sanctuary. But Moses refused to 
accept the mirrors. A mirror, he 
argued, is the antithesis of the 
sanctuary. A mirror is used to 
adorn the externality of the per-
son; it intensifies a person’s pride 
and narcissism. A mirror is pure 
vanity and superficiality, a tool for 
self-worship. It has no place in 
the service of G‑d. 
Moses saw the mirror as an en-
emy. Here was a tool designed 
to, at best, focus attention on the 
self rather than on the Divine, 
and at worst, a tool to create 
destructive lust and seduction. 
Moses sought to create a trans-
parent “window”; he sought to 
teach people how to view the 
world as a window through which 
one can see the awesome power 
of the Creator. The mirror, 

blocking the light and reflecting the 
vision back to the viewer, was the po-
lar opposite of everything Moses stood 
for. 
G‑d disagreed. 
The Midrash describes how G‑d ex-
plained to Moses that not only should 
the mirrors be accepted, but indeed 
they were more precious than all the 
other gifts. For it is precisely the mir-
ror that represents the purpose of 
creating the sanctuary, and more 
broadly, the purpose of creation itself. 
G‑d explained to Moses that the mir-
ror could be just as holy as it could be 
destructive. Desire and temptation 
could be, not ego-driven, but rather an 
expression of intense holiness. 
As Rashi explains: 
Even these [mirrors] they did not hold 
back from bringing as a contribution 
toward the Mishkan, but Moses re-
jected them because they were made 
for temptation [i.e., to inspire lustful 
thoughts]. The Holy One, blessed is 
He, said to him, “Accept [them], for 
these are more precious to Me than 
anything because through them the 
women set up many legions [i.e., 
through the children they gave birth 
to] in Egypt.” When their husbands 
were weary from back-breaking labor, 
they [the women] would go and bring 
them food and drink and give them to 
eat. Then they [the women] would 
take the mirrors and each one would 
see herself with her husband in the 
mirror, and she would seduce him with 
words, saying, “I am more beautiful 
than you.” And in this way they 
aroused their husbands desire and 
would copulate with them, conceiving 
and giving birth. 
Every creation on this earth has a soul, 

an energy, which can be used for both 
good or evil. Ironically, the more po-
tential this energy has for good, the 
more destructive it can be. The re-
verse is just as true: the more de-
structive the force, the deeper the 
goodness and enlightenment can be 
when it is transformed or channeled. 
The mirror captures a deep truth. 
When glass is covered with a layer of 
silver that obstructs the transparency, 
the result is more profound. Looking 
at a mirror, while one cannot see 
forward, one is able to see behind. 
One will see the unexpected. 
The mirror does not completely ob-
struct the light, as do other objects. 
Instead, it reflects the light that shines 
upon it. It symbolizes how the crea-
tion itself can reflect and express the 
Divine light. 
Moses preferred clarity of vision. He 
was drawn to transparency, to a place 
where holiness is obvious. G‑d ex-
plained that the purpose of the Tab-
ernacle, which reflects the purpose of 
the creation of the world, was to be 
mirror-like, to see the holiness where 
it is least expected, to understand 
that desire can be an expression of 
transcendence and spirituality. The 
mirror reminds us that in order to 
experience the true profundity of the 
infinite G‑d, one should look not di-
rectly upward to the transparent 
heavens, but rather one should look 
down here on earth, where the con-
cealment of the material creates a 
deeper reflection of the oneness of 

G‑d. 
-adapted from www.chabad.org 
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"Just over 8 seconds," replies the 
Israeli. 
"But the world record is around 9 
seconds," says the astonished Ameri-
can. 

It’s the Maccabi Games in Tel 
Aviv and just before their race, 
an American sprinter asks an 
Israeli opponent, "So what’s your 
best time for the 100 meters?" 

"Yes," says the Israeli, "but I know a 

short cut.  

A Biselleh Humor 



Vayakhal:  
Moses gathers the People 
of Israel and repeats to them all the 
things G‑d has told him in the pre-
vious three Parshiot. So a lot of 
this Parshah repeats things we've 

read before. 
First: the commandment to keep 
the Sabbath: For six days of the 
week, Jews can work, and the sev-
enth day is a special day of rest 

called Shabbat. 
Next: G‑d's command to donate 
materials for the construction of 
the Mishkan.  All kinds of material 
were required for the Mishkan's 
construction: metals (gold, silver 
and copper); fabrics and materials, 
(wool, linen, and skins); wood, oil, 

spices and precious stones. 
As soon as Moses finished talking, 
the people went to bring things to 
donate to the Mishkan. The people 
were so happy to contribute that 
they brought everything they had: 
jewelry and material and skins and 
fabrics. They brought so much, that 
Moses had to tell them to stop, and 

still there were extra stuff. 
Once again we hear about the mas-
ter craftsmen Bezalel and Oholiab, 
two very talented men who were in 

charge of the building of the Mishkan. 
Now we read about the actual building 
of the Mishkan. Again, all this was de-
scribed at great length in the previous 
Parshiot, but here we talk about them 
actually doing it. We read how they 

made the: 
 curtains (from twisted linen, and 

blue, purple, and crimson wool) 
 coverings (ram and tachash skins) 
 walls (acacia wood ), 
 vessels: the ark (gold and wood 

with a golden crown encircling its 
rim), and the cherubim (carved 
from pure gold), and 
the Menorah (also pure gold), and 
the golden altar for 
the Ketoret [remember what that is 
from last week?] and the 
table (wood covered with 
gold) and the copper wash-
stand (made from mirrors 
donated by the Jewish 

women) 
 courtyard 
anything else that belonged in the 
Mishkan that we may have 
missed (assorted accessories like 
poles to carry the vessels, sock-
ets for the planks that made up 
the walls, a screen for the court-

yard, and more...) 

Pekudie:  
Parshat Pekudei is the last of the 

five Parshiot that discuss the Mishkan. 
The Parshah begins by giving us an ac-
counting the gold, silver, and copper 
that were donated to the Mishkan. 
Then is described how Bezalel and 
Oholiab made the eight special gar-
ments that the Kohanim (priests) had 
to wear: The shirt, pants, hat, sash, 
apron, breastplate, and crown. See the 

Tetzaveh Roundup for more on this. 
Now that building of the Mishkan was 
complete, they set it up and put every-
thing in its proper place. Then a cloud 
came down upon the Mishkan, and this 
showed everybody that G‑d's presence 

had come to dwell within it. 

Kids Parasha Lesson 
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Making Decisions  
There is no place for worry. 
Decide the best course of ac-
tion, according to your knowl-
edge. 
If you do not have the experi-
ence to decide, 

ask the advice of someone who does 
—a parent, a teacher, an expert—
someone reliable, 
but also someone conscientious of 

your values and priorities. 
Once you have decided what should 
be done, follow that course, 

confident that since you are doing 
what you believe in, 
the Master of All Things will sup-

port your decision. 
By Tzvi Freeman  

News 

Purim Gala on the Roof 
A Purim celebration with joy and com-
munity spirit, "Fiddler on the Roof 
style" with gourmet dinner, Megillah 
reading, live music and dancing!! Thank 
you to Gary Gazarkh and to Michael 
Sapozhnikov for the awesome musical 

entertainment! Thank you to 
Vladimir Rodov for the beautiful 
violin tunes. Thank you to Igor 
Perchuk for the pictures. Thank 
you to our amazing community 
for coming and celebrating this 

joyous holiday together. L'chaim!!  

Daily Dose 



Rabbi Berel & Leah Zaltzman 
Rabbi Mendel & Elke Zaltzman 
Bris Avrohom of Fair Lawn 
30-02 Fair Lawn Avenue. Fair Lawn, New Jersey 07410 
201-791-7200 | Office@JewishFairLawn.org 
www.JewishFairLawn.org  www.Facebook.com/BrisAvrohomFairLawn 

We are your center for every-
thing Jewish, whatever your need 
may be, do not hesitate to contact 
us. Our ever popular holiday  
celebrations will enable you and 
your family to celebrate the Jew-
ish holidays in style, with fun and 
educational ideas helping to 
make Judaism relevant to our 
youth. 
Our Torah classes will give you a 
second opinion on any subject or 
matter you may be dealing with, 
our Holiday programs will allow 
you to celebrate your Jewish 
pride with your family and 
friends.  
Our fun Hebrew School and Day 
Camp will fill your children with an 
educated sense of what it means 
to be Jewish and our 
 synagogue services will give you 
the opportunity to pray, be in-
spired and experience spirituality. 
From pregnancy and baby cele-
brations to weddings and after life 
services including Kaddish and 
unveiling, we will be there for 
you and help create a meaningful 
and memorable experience. 
 
We are here to help you and 
serve you and look forward to 
seeing you soon! 

Bris Avrohom of Fair 

Lawn 

Find out more & join online at  
www.JewishFairLawn.org/

Partnership 

 

Consider a convenient online 
donation to help support your 
center for Jewish life. 
www.JewishFairLawn.org/
Donate 

Ingredients:  
 1 onion 
 2 tbsp. oil 
 3 tsp. kosher salt (divided) 
 2.5 lbs. butternut (1 medium) 
 0.5 lb. sweet potato (1 smallish) 
 3 cups water 
 ½ tsp. nutmeg 
 ¼ tsp. pepper 
 ½ cup white wine 

Butternut Squash Soup By Miriam Szokovski 

This bulletin, and all archived weeks, are available on our website as well!   
http://www.jewishfairlawn.org/shabbos-bulletins.html 

Directions:  
1. Cut and sauté the onions in the olive oil and 1 

tsp. kosher salt for 15-20 minutes, until translu-

cent. 
2. Peel and cut the butternut squash and sweet 

potato into chunks. Add to the pot and sauté 

with the onions for a few minutes. 
3. Add the water, white wine, nutmeg, pepper and 

the rest of the salt. Cover the pot and bring to 
a boil. Reduce to a simmer and cook until the 

butternut squash is tender. 
4. Blend. Taste the soup and adjust seasonings to 

taste. 
5. Optional—garnish with roasted, salted pumpkin 

or sunflower seeds when serving. 

Sunday: 
8:00am: Daily portion of Kaballah 
8:15am: Tefillin wrap and morning service 
9:00am: Coffee and 5 minutes of daily dose of 
inspiration 
10:15am - 12:00pm: Hebrew school online 
classes  
 

Monday - Friday Mornings 
6:45am: Daily portion of Kaballah 
7:00am: Tefillin wrap and morning service 
8:00am: Coffee and 5 minutes of daily dose of 

inspiration 
  

Monday - Thursday Evenings 
6:45pm: Learning online. Led by Rabbi Avro-
hom. 
6:55pm: Mincha online. Led by Rabbi Avrohom. 
7:05pm: Community Chit chat, catch up with 
each other. 
7:30pm: Learning Led by Rabbi Mendel. 
7:50pm: Maariv. Led by Rabbi Mendel. 
8:00pm- 8:30pm: Jteens Teen Talks and Lounge 

online. 
  

Friday Evening 
6:00pm: Pre Shabbat Inspiration with Rabbi 
Mendel and shabbat songs 
 

Saturday evenings 
8:00pm: Havdallah online Service led by Rabbi 

Mendel  

Sunday: 
8:00am: Daily portion of Kaballah 
8:15am: Tefillin wrap and morning service 
9:00am: Coffee and 5 minutes of daily dose of 
inspiration 
10:15am - 12:00pm: Hebrew school online 
classes  
 

Monday - Friday Mornings 
6:45am: Daily portion of Kaballah 
7:00am: Tefillin wrap and morning service 
8:00am: Coffee and 5 minutes of daily dose of 

inspiration 
  

Monday - Thursday Evenings 
6:45pm: Learning online. Led by Rabbi Avro-
hom. 
6:55pm: Mincha online. Led by Rabbi Avrohom. 
7:05pm: Community Chit chat, catch up with 
each other. 
7:30pm: Learning Led by Rabbi Mendel. 
7:50pm: Maariv. Led by Rabbi Mendel. 
8:00pm- 8:30pm: Jteens Teen Talks and Lounge 

online. 
  

Friday Evening 
6:00pm: Pre Shabbat Inspiration with Rabbi 
Mendel and shabbat songs 
 

Saturday evenings 
8:00pm: Havdallah online Service led by Rabbi 

Mendel 

Weekly Schedule 


